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F A 



E. 


from the Reign of Marcus Antoninus to 

that of Gordian , exclulive. 

I {hall not confume my own, nor the 
Reader’s Time, in unneceffaryJEncomiums 
on my Author* but (hall on 



obferve, 

✓ 

that as Herodian was a Greek , and wrote 
principally for the Information of fuch of 
his Country-men as were unacquainted 
with the Affairs of the Romms j he touches 

Cuftoms of that once 

; and is therefore no 

unlit Author whereon to found a Work of 
the like Tendency, for the Service of the 
Englifb Reader. Accordingly, Occafion 
has been taken, wherever the Paffage 
would admit, to o;ive fome Account of the 


on a great many 
flourifhjng People 


Manners, Law 


and Cufloms of the Ro 


at 


ms, both Religious and Civil, in Notes 
the Bottom of the Page where each 

Particular occurred. 

Their Religion I have been principally 

careful to explain ; becaufe it has been ge¬ 
nerally mifreprefented by modern Writers; 
who, through a miftaken Zeal, have fome- 
times deferibed it in fo difadvantageous a 

Light 


* 






FA 



E. 


Vll 


• f 

Light, that it feems incredible it {hould 
have ever been entertained 



rational 



Creatures; not to mention how much 
refleds on the Goodnefs of the Supreme 
Being, to fuppofe him capable of leaving 
fo great a Number of his Creatures with 

a 

no better Guide to dired them in an Af¬ 
fair of fuch infinite Importance. 

To expofe this unworthy Prejudice, 

veral Parts of the following Work Ihew 
the Parity (I might, in fome Articles, fay 
the Identity) of the religious Notions of 
the Heathe?i with thofe of the Jews of 
Old, and the Chrijlians of all Denomina¬ 



tions. Nor ought this to be look d upon 
as a Difparagement of the: two latter, but 
rather as an Exaltation of the former. 
For that Man muft certainly be of a very 
mean and narrow Spirit, who w'ould mif- 
like any Truth for no other Reafon than 
it’s being extenfive. And I much fear, that 
if Chrijlianity itfelf had no better Proof 
of its Divinity, than what is drawn from 
Tradition and Teftimony, it would not 

great an Advantage, as it really 


have 



a 



ha? 


2 




rity. And tho’ whatever teaches and in¬ 
culcates thefe, propagates the Religion of 

Jefus , and is therefore the Word of God ; 

yet, as they are much more frequent and 
plain in the Sacred Scriptures than in any 
other Writings, the Bible well deferves the 
Title of the beji Book extant; at lead: till 
any Man can produce another equally good. 
But as the Hiftoricai Parts of it (which 
may be fuppofed capable of the fame Er¬ 
rors, and liable to the fame Alterations as 
other Writings) feem rather defigned to 
convey fome inftru&ivc Allegory, than to 

entertain 
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entertain us with bare Narrative; and as 
the Prophetic Paffages are written in a 
Style wonderfully fublime and poetical; 
and mod of the celeftial Truths contained 
in it were uttered by Perfons infpired with 
a divine Enthufiafm; it feems but a pre¬ 
carious Foundation whereon to build re¬ 
gular elaborate Syftems: The Authors of 

which methodical Compofitions, being ge- 

# 

nerally Men of cold reafoning Minds, are 
very incompetent Judges of religious E- 
motions. But whatever becomes of Hy- 
pothefis and Speculation; and how inca¬ 
pable foever the human Mind may be of 

comprehending the fecret Counfels of God, 

of underftanding his amazing Works, or 
accounting for his various Difpenfations; 
yet the truly Evangelical Do&rines of Love 
and Mercy, contained in the Holy Scri¬ 
ptures, are fufficient to warm every gene¬ 
rous benevolent Heart with fympathetic 

Ardour, and to win the candid and hum- 

* _ 

ble by their foft Attradion. Their Dic¬ 
tates are confonant to the Sentiments of 
j all wife and good Men; by whom they 

al wavs 


4 




PREFAG E. 


always were, and ever will be embraced 3 
becaufe fuch Men are influenced by the 
fame godlike Spirit with which they were 

written. For every one, who, in any Age 
or Nation whatever, has been endowed 
with the heavenly Gift of difinterefted 



is fo far from deferving to be exploded or 

flighted, becaufe it has been abufed by the 

Unfkilful; that, when fairly and naturally 

deduced, it is of equal Validity with any 

other Method of Reafoning; and has ever 

been received and pra&ifed by Men of the 

founded Judgments and deeped Penetra¬ 
tion, 


f 




thofe of their Countries, without explain- 

9 

ing the Etymon of either. 

My Defign in this Work being to give 

the Reader a tolerable Knowledge in the 

Roman 




not only confulted moft of the ancient 
Writers, of any Note; in order to colled 
a more authentic Account, by comparing 
them one with another, than could be 







Great. 

« 

Since no Hiftory can be well under- 
flood, much lefs retained, unlefs the right 
Time be fix’d to each Incident; Chro- 
nology muft be allowed to be one of the 
moft material Ingredients in Hiftorical 

Compofitions. But 

moft important, fo ft is alfo the moft dif¬ 
ficult Part of the Work; by reafon of the 
numerous Corruptions and Variations, 
both accidental and defign’d, in all the 

Writings of Antiquity. Tb remedy this 

Inconvenience, as much as I was able, I 

* 

have not followed any one Calculation 

* 


whatever*, but endeavour’d to come as 

r » • • 


Truth as poffible, by comparing 


the Works of 


Author 


thofe of 
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firft take the pains to examine it with 
Impartiality, and be certain he is capable 

of entring into the Meaning of the Au¬ 
thor j left, by giving his Opinion too foon, 
he be found in the Number of thofe, who 



or fecond Interview; and feldom fail to 


pleafe for a Time; becaufe the Eye is al¬ 
ways moft fenfibly ftruck with Beauties 
which are moft fuperficial and glaring: 
But wherever there is any inftrudive 
Good, or real Worth, it is generally fo 

couch’d as not to be prefently feen by a 
flight external View; but the more we 
grow acquainted with the Objed, the 
more we are delighted with it’s Excel¬ 
lency, and the higher Efteem we have of 

its intrinfic Merit. Truth loves to unveil 
herfelf to the patient, humble, and im¬ 
partial Mind; but fcorns to expofe her 

Charms 



xvi PREFACE. 

* 

Charms to the vulgar Eyes of traditional 

Superftition, or the unequal Enquiries of 
prejudiced Infidelity $ to the narrow Views 

of Popularity, Pride, or Interefts the hafty 

Conclufionsof Self-conceits the rafh Judg- 

Per¬ 
ceptions of Indolence, or Levity, 




INTRO 




T HE Tradition, that generally obtain’d 

with the Romans concerning the Origin 
of their State, was, that Mneas after the 
Deftrudtion of Troy, with a few Trojans? who* 
had efcap’d the Flames, and the Swords of the 
Enemy, fail’d into that Part of Italy , which is 
\ htuate on the Eaft-fide of the River Tiber? and 
was. called Lathim. Latinus the then King of 
Latium gave Mneas his Daughter Lavinia ; and 
the Aborigines of the Country, in confequence 
| of this Marriage, amicably joining with th zTro- 

: jans , they became powerfuli enough to conquer 
the Rutuli with the Hetrurians their Allies 3 , and 
fecure the Kingdom to Latinus and his new Son- 
: in-Law; who reign’d both together over the 
; two Nations, united under the common Name 
of Latins. At the Deceafe of Latinus the Go- 





o 
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his elder Brother; whole Daughter Rhea he 
made a Vejlal Prieftefs, thereby intending to cut 
off all Poffibility of having the Kingdom re¬ 
taken from him, by any of his Brother’s Defen¬ 
dants. But thefe Meafures prov’d ineffe&ual. 
For though her facred Fundtion enjoin’d perpe¬ 
tual Virginity under Pain of being buried alive, 
yet the young Lady was bold enough to break 
through the Tie of her Religion, and carry on a 
fecret Amour with fome unknown Lover, till 
fhe was brought to Bed of two Twins, Romulus 
and Remus. The Infants were expos’d on the 
Banks of the fiber , in a Manner not much un¬ 
like the Story of Mofes ; but Providence inter- 
pofing for their Prefervation, they were taken 
up and educated by Fauftulus a Shepherd, and 
his Wife, a common Proflitute, call’d i n Latin, 
Lupa , which fignifies a She Wolf\ whence fome 
Authors affirm the Children were found and 
fuck led by a Wolf c . When they came to Age, 
they kill’d Amulius , and reftored the Kingdom 
to Numitor their Grand-Father d . After which 
the Youths left /liba the Royal Seat of Numitor , 
and undertook the building a City on the Banks 
of the fiber , on the fame Spot c where they had 
been expoled to Death in their Infancy. But 

a Quarrel arifing between fhe two Brothers, 
Remus was foon taken off-, and Romdus the 
Founder of the new City remain’d its foie King-, 
and call’d it (as is the vulgar Tradition) after his 
own Name, Rome. Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus 

intimates more than once, that the Time from 

c Liv. lib. i. Flor. i. cap. i. 
e Id. ibid, et Li'V. lib. i. 


i Plutarch . in Romv.lo 
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the Taking of <froy to the Building the City 
was 432 Years. This . - S - 7 


v/as not far from the Before 


Keign of Hezekiah King of Judah 

. “ ^ peopled hisitk City by open- *» 
mg an^-to or Place of Refugefor RenLdo’s 


Chriit 


S 


of all Ag 


and Denominations, who 


promiicuous Coalition he pick’d 100 of the 
TUI L C CTS J° coll iP ore his Senate, and divided 


the reft 


X -— CUAU. 

tiiree Centuries , afterwards 


Tribn* tWfi, «uu;i warns called 

orth on any Emergency. But having but few 

omen in his City, he invited the neighbouring 
People with their Wives and Daughte” to he 

elebration of the Confualia, which were facredV , 

ames in honour of C. mi Put <4^ n ~ a ^ Confi 


Barnes in honour of Con ft 


*« per Rid.r:Xf^X 

1 ; and the midft of tile Feftival ordered 

£ etr ‘I - »s 


r 

* 


which 


a 


Wife 


War enfiling, he flew the King o/th 


Ar 


To th_. 
mad e 


iS d N F j ld » W him of his 
fame \ i d dedl , Cated K t0 7 ^ter Feretrius , at tJi 

o that Deity on the Capitoline Hill, “j P 
Vow of Romulus , the firft of that kmd 

;lfT’ uioft magnificent Temple of Tif¬ 
fin C 5 d t ? a P koi ’ *s firft 

° * T or all thefe Atchievements the /?/? 

ahei ; hk Death (the Manner of which £ 

” know ?l «P’ d him as a God under the 

u nhiS •* as Mneas was fuppofed 


Name ofi^ 


lib, i. 


lib 


* 


ab Alex, lib 


Note on the 1 Ub r f 


A 1 

P/utarc. in Romtilo. 


s Z/V. 


h c 


b 


Hook I. 


pe 


* Z?k’. 


A 2 


the 
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the Son of Venus y they would have Mars 


be 


the Father of Romulus, that by this excellent 
Device all the Beauties of Peace and Glories of 
War might feem to unite in adorning that State, 
which derived its Source from the Goddefs of 
Love and the God of Battles , the two great Prin- 

of Nature and Springs of Addon. This 

undoubtedly introduced 



ingenious 


Fidtion 


firft Ages of the Roman State 


For tho 

we find no exprefs Mention ol Venus in any 
Lift of Deities in the Times of their Kings; 
yet it is more than probable,Ihe was worfhipped 
by the primitive Romans under lome other Name. 
For April, the fecond Month of the Year, as 
divided by Romulus into io Months, was 

T 


of their Commonwealth dedicated to 


Venus , not only becaufe it immediately followed 
March, the Month facred to Mars *, but from 
a Suppofition that the very Title of the Month 
alluded to Jphrodite y the Greek Name 

of the Goddefs k . 

f 

Numa Pomplius , a Sabine , the fecond Kin 

Rome , i 


f ' 


ppointed the Ceremonies of Divine Ser- 
fettled the Rites ol Divination, conftituted 
An. 713. the feveral Orders of Priefts and Divines; and 

peaceful Reign of 43 Years 1 did no¬ 


thing but calculate Times, build Churches, c< 
pofe Liturgies, and found an Ecclefiaftical P 
ty for the Eftabliftiment of the Religion of 


'L 


St 


tended tc 

dels Eger 
He we 


by Law 


Principles of which he pi 


by Infp 


the God 


fucceded by Tullus Hoftilius a Pr 


ii Hi us. An. of a Martial Spirit; during whofe Reign 

671. 

1 Plutarch, in Numa. 


the 


Remain 


Ovil Fuji, lib. ir. 
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Romans were perpetually at War with their 

Neighbours. In a Battle with the Veientes and 


Metius Suffetius Kin 


Neighbours 
the Fidenates their All 
of the Albans , then in Alliance with Rome j 
manded the Right Wing againft the Fidenates , 
and Fullus with his Romans in the Left engaged 
the Veientes. While Fulltis was in the Heat of 


Adion, Metius ^ inftead of charging the Foe, drew 
off his Albans , with a Defign to join that Party 
which fhould prove ftrongeft. By this unex¬ 
pected Defertion the Romans were left uncover’d, 
and expos’d to the whole Fury of the Battle. 

But the Roman King, being inform’d of what 
was done, cries out with a loud Voice, that it 
was by his Order Metius had wheeled about with 
his Corps to furround the Enemy and attack 
them in the Rear. This Artifice of Tullus not 
only re-animated his own Soldiers, but fo inti¬ 
midated the Enemy, that the Romans gain’d a 
complete Vidory. When the Battle was over, 

Fullus order’d Metius to be tied to two Chariots, 
the Horfes of which, being driven oppofite ways, 
tore him. to Pieces, as a fuitable Puniihment for 
his Double-Dealing. This done, Roman Soldiers 
were difpatch’d to demolifh Alba, the Royal An. 66 


Before 

Chrill. 


Seat of their Forefathers, and tranfl 


A 


the 


Wealth and Inhabitants to Rome: Where the 


Kindred Nations 


one Peopl 


rejoin’d, and b 


m 


Julius be in 
r Martins. 


O 


v r ith a Thunder-bolt 


uccefibr 


was 


Numa's Grandfon 
He was chiefly employ’d 


J ficus 
Mariiu:. 

An. 63d 


whole Reign in Fortifying the City, and making 

it more large, commodious, and beautiful, by 

;n Flor. lib. i. cap iii. 


A 3 


the 




% C 


Tarqumi- 
us Prifcus, 
Before 

Chrift 

An. 614. 


Szrvi 


us 


Tullius 

An. 576. 
C stsfus. 


Comit 

Lull 


tcre 


INTRODUCTION, 

the Addition of many ufefi.il and magnificent 
Buildings. 

o 

After his Death, which was natural, the here¬ 
ditary Claim of his Sons was fuperl'eded; and the 
Crown given to Tarquinius Prife us, a Corinthian ; 
who augmented the Number, and rais’d the Dig¬ 
nity of the Senate. He introduced the Badges 
and Ornaments ol the Magiflrates,fuchas Rods, 
Robes of State, Gold-Rings, embroider’d Gowns, 
gilded Chariots for Triumphs, and all the 


pompous Enfigns of Authority n . He was 


fil'd 


entred the City in Triumph 


for 


a 


Victory gain’d over the Sabines, which Cuftorn 
continued about 850 Years, till the Reign of 
the Emperor Prohis , who is laid to be the laft'of 
the Roman Generals, honour’d with a Triumph p. 
The Temple of Jupiter in th zGatitoh or Citadel 


R 


was founded by this Prince 


But he 


did not live to finilh it, being kill’d by the Sons 
of Ancus Martins his Predeceflor. 

Serum Tullius , born a Slave \ was the fixth 


King of Rome 


He 


Cenfe, 


by which 


that inftituted the 
meant a Muller or Survey 


of all the Citizens, together with the Valuation 
of their particular Eflates. This was afterwards 

perform d ev r ery five Years by Officers appoint¬ 


ed for th 


Purpofe 


nd call’d Confers 


who 


Condi! 61 of 


r 


befides were_impower’d to infpeft into the moral 

Nobility, Gentry, and others, 
and at tne End of five Years to make a folemn 
Attonemenp for the People by Sacrifice, which 

Luftrum 


was call’d Lufi 

•/ 


or 




is Ki 





nr, 




j Keign the Number of Citizens 


n Flcr. lib. i. can. v. 


0 ii-uirci i. lib. i. 


r Alex . 


ah Alex, lib, vi. cap. 6, q Her. lib. i cap. vi. Liv lib. i" 
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/ 


taken at the Cenfus was, inclufive of Country- 
Men, 84,000. He likewife improved upon 
Romulus's Plan, and divided the City into four 
Tribes, which were afterwards increas’d to 35 r . 

The Ranks or Orders of the Knights, Gentry, 
and others, he call’d ClaJ]es { . Thefe were again 
fubdivided into Centuries , in fo nice and regular 
a Manner, that their leveral Eftates, Dignities, 

Ages, and Profefiions might be known by in- 
fpeding the public Records. The whole was 
fo conducted that the Rich had the Care and 
Patronage of a certain Number of Poor, pro¬ 
portion’d to the Rate of their refpedtive Eftates. 

Thefe poor Dependants were call’d Clients, and 
the Ties between them and their Patrons became 
fo facred among the Romans , that it was deem’d 
by their Laws a Capital Crime for a Patron to 
deceive or injure his Client, whom he was to 
reckon nearer to him than any Relation, except 
his Children t . Sereins was at laft kill’d by far- Tarquh //- 
quin, his Succeffor, and Son-in-Law by marry- us 


ing 


his Daughter fullia \ who was likewife 


ac - 


ceftary to the Murther ol her Father. 

The laft King of the Romans was far quin, fur- 5; 

nam’d The Proud. He ftnifh’d the Capitol, and 
was very fuccefsful in his Wars with the neigh- 

But his haughty Behaviour 


hits. 

Before 

CJiriit 


?, -i 


bouring Nations. 


and Tyrannous Abufe of Power rendred him fo 
odious to his Subjects, that he was at laft de¬ 


thron’d and expell’d the City on account of a 


r Cicero in Vcrr. i. et Afconius ad locum. Ctc. Delege 
Agrar. ii Sc Philip, vi. Llv. lib, i. xxix. & xlv Vul. Max. 
lib. ii. cap iv. Aptian. Bell. Civ. lib. i. Pomp. Pc ft. lib.iii. 


1 Lbv. lib. i. Fior. lib. i. cap. vi. 
c. xiii. Servius ad Ac a. vi. V erf. 609, 


* J. Ceil, lib v. 
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Sons Titus, Arum , and Sextus , were with him in 
the Army. As this -was a long Siege, Leave of 
Abfence was frequently given to the Officers of 
Diftindlion, to go to Rome about their private Af- 
fairs. It happen’d that Sextus Tar quin, the 
King’s youngeft Son, made an Entertainment 
one Evening at his Tent, before the Town, for 
his Brothers and the other Princes of the Blood ; 
among whom were Brutus , Son of Tarquinia , 
the King’s Sifter, and Collating Tar quin. Nephew 
to the King; for it is the general Opinion, that 

the King’s Father and Collatings were Brothers v . 

After Supper the Royal Youths, being merry 

among other Topics of Dif- 
courfe, began a Difpute, which of the Company 

had the beft Wife. Collatine propofed, as the 
fureft way ol Trial, to mount their Elories im¬ 
mediately, and by coming upon each of their 
Wives unawares, fee, which of them was em¬ 
ploy’d in a Manner moil becoming the Marriage- 
State. The Propofal pleas’d; and the wffiole 
Company rode away immediately, firft to Rome , 
where they found the other Ladies engaged 
either with ceremonious Vifiters, or in idle Di- 
verfions. From thence they proceeded to Col¬ 
latings Houfe at Collatia, about five or fix Miles 


from the City 


and 


entring 


n 

u 


bruptly, found 


Lucretia fitting at Work among her Maids, a 
directing each in her Duty, with all the Dig 
V] ot a fober, chafte, and frugal Matron. T 


T1 




i 
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Difpute was foon decided in Favour of Lucre - 
tici ; and Collatine was unanimously allow’d to 
have the bell Wife. But Sextus, being fmitten 
with the Beauty and fweet Behaviour of Lucre- 
tia , from that Moment conceiv’d a Defign of 
attacking her Virtue. Accordingly a few Days 
after he returns to Collatia in the Evening, 
with only one Attendant, and goes to LucreticCs 
Houfe, as on a friendly Vifit. The Lady, with¬ 
out the lead: Sufpicion of Evil, receiv’d him 
very courteoufly, and entertain’d him in a Man¬ 
ner Suitable to his Charadler. After Supper he 
was conduced to a beautiful Apartment, where 
he was to lie ^ becaufe he had intimated he 
Should not return to the Camp till the next 
Day. At the dead of Night, when all the Fa¬ 
mily was afleep, he breaks into Lucretia's Cham¬ 
ber, and Standing by her Bed-fide with his Sword 
drawn, whifpers to her, that he was Sextus 
Larquin , and that if Site made the leaft Noife he 
would immediately Slab her. He then proceeds 
to ufe all poffible Means to bring her over to 
his Purpole, fometimes threatning, fometimes 
promifing, and fometimes intreating. But the 
Lady continuing inflexibly virtuous, he told 
her at laft, that if Ihe perfifted in her Obftinacy, 
he would not only kill her, but cut the Throat 
of one of the Men-Servants, and put him into 
her Bed, and tell her Hufband that he caught 
his Wife in the Adi of Adultery with his Slave, 
and that, being jealous for the Honour of his 
Family, he had in his Anger kill’d them both. 
01 all the Paflions of the Soul the Power of 
Pride is moll extenlive. By this, as by a Spring, 
the feveral Movements of the human Mind are 
adluateci and directed. It is to this Principle we 

are 
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are beholden for moll of that Valour and Vir¬ 
tue the World fo much admires; fince the moffc 
famous Heroes and Heroines of all Ages, adting 
from this Motive, have dreaded a Wound in their 
Character, more than the Lofs of theirlnnocence, 
and have therefore taken the utmoft Care not 
fo much to avoid the Guilt of being culpable, as 
the Shame of appearing fo. This was fufficient- 
ly verified in Lucretia , that celebrated Example 
of conjugal Faith and Chaftity. She who had 
been deaf to Prayers and Intreaties, had rejedted 
all offer’d Rewards, and had remain’d intrepid¬ 
ly firm againft the Threats o' Death itfelf, was 
conquer’d by the Fear cf Diigracej and chufing 
rather to yield up her Honour, than have it 
falfely impeach’d, Ihe endured Adultery to fave 
herfelf from the Scandal of an Adultrefs. Tar- 
quin, having gain’d his Ends, return d to the 
Camp. But Lucretia difpatches Letters imme¬ 
diately to her Father Spurius Lucretius , and to 
her Hufband who came accompanied, the 
former by Publius Valerius , the latter by Bru¬ 
tus. As foon as they entred the Houfe, the La¬ 
dy, with a dejedted Look and a melancholy 
Voice, related the Story of her Wrong-, and hav¬ 
ing recommended to them to revenge the Indig¬ 
nity, ftabb’d herfelf with a Knife conceal’d for 
that Purpofe under her Cloaths. Her dead Body 

was by Brutui s Diredtion carried out and ex¬ 
pos’d to public View *, and, the more to in¬ 
flame the Minds of the People againft the Fa- * 
mily of the Tarqiiins , the Story was told with 
fuch exaggerating Circumftances, firft at Colla- 

tia , then at Rome , and laftly to the Army be¬ 
fore Ardea, that it prov’d the Occafion of abo- 

lifhin 0- Kingly Power at Rome , and altering the 

D Con- 
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Conftitution of the Romans , after they had been 
ruled by feven Kings for the Space of 244 
Years \ 

Upon the Expulfion of Tarquin and his Sons, Confuls. 
the fupreme Power was lodged in the Hands of^° ft re 
two Confuls , who were to be eledtedby the Peo- ^n. 507 
pie, and their Government to laft no longer than 

one Year-, that the Shortnefs of their Power 
(fays Sallufiy) might not permit them to grow 
infolent. Brutus , and Collating Lucretia's Huf- 
band, who had been moft adtive in driving cut 
the King and his Family, were chofen the two 
hr ft Confuls of Rome : But Collatine was oblig’d 
to relinquifh his new Dignity on account of his 
near Relation to B’arquin *, who was fo odious 
to the Romans , that they could not endure, that 

one of his Family and Name fhould remain in 
the City. Valerius Poplicola was fubftituted in 
his Room ; who ceded the Power of Life and 
Death to the People % by granting them the 
Privilege of an Appeal from the Confuls in 
criminal Matters and put in Execution every 
popular Meafure, that could conduce to make 
the Romans more in Love with the Liberty ob¬ 
tain’d by the late Revolution. 

While the two Confuls were thus zealoufly Brutus 
employ’d in promoting the public Weal, fome? xecutes 
young Noblemen form’d a fecret Conlpiracy in !^ W fb r 
order to eftedt the Reftoration of the banilh’d Treafon. 
King : But the Plot being difc.over’d, the Con- 
ipirators, among whom were the Sons and 
Nephews of Brutus , fuffer’d capital Punifhment, 

Brutus himfelf {landing by, and ordering the 
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Execution of his own Children 


After this 


Tar quin having applied to the Veientss and other 


fued 
Son 


hbouring 


for Affiftance, a Battle 


which Brutus kill’d A) 


Tara 


his own Hand, and being wounded 


Dictator 

created. 


himielf, fell down and expired upon him. Sc 
veral other Alliances were form’d in Favour 

the Royal Family. But the Ron 


having 


"ated a new Officer, called a Di flat or, and 
(led him with difcretional Power, to laft 


fix Months 
Liberties: 


b 


longer than 
fended their 

oblig’d to retire, and give up all Hope 
recovering his Kingdom 


they fuccefsfully de 
id Tar quin was 


a 


laft 


Before 

Chrift 
An.49 


much 


after, the Nobility of Ro 


the Merits of their An 


But not 1 
fuming too 

O 

ceftors, and foolifhly claiming a Rig 
prefs the State, becaufe their Fathers had done 
it Service, the Commons made a Defection ; nor 

had obtain’d the 


op 


could be reconciled 
Privilege of 


they 


creating 


two 


defend their Liberties 


new Magiftrates to 
i the Pride and En¬ 


croachments of the Nobility. Thefe Mag 


ftrates 


of the 


called Tribunes of the Q 


and 


were veiled with Power, in many Refpedls fup 

to that of the Conluls. Their Number 


penor to that 
was afterward increafed 


and their Au 



Delinq 


ty held fo facred, that they were call’d Sacro 

tho’ they had a Right to punifh 


F 


ol 


y Office 


Quality (the 


Didlator only excepted) themfelves were ac 
countable to none but the People e . Their Ii 


a 


Li<v lib. i Virg. Acn. vi. verf. 817. &c. 


b Li<v, 


lib. i. Plutarch, in Camillo. 


lib. vi. 

Tib. Gracch. 


c Li<v■ lib. ii. Dionyf Hal. 


A. G cllius, lib xiii. cap. xii. e Pin tar. in 


hi tut ion 
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ftitutioa was certainly very falutary to the Re- 
public •, and tho # fome Tribunes carried then- 

power beyond due Bounds, yet they may ■ juft- 
ly be call’d the Bulwarks of the Roman Liberty. 
For by their Means the People afterwards ob- 

Conful at leaft fhould always 
the Commons; and that no 


d, that 
be chofen 

Laws fhould be ena&ed, tending to enflave 


of 


For the Tribunes had 

; and might. 


impoverifli the People . 

the Privilege of a Negative Voice 
if they thought proper, hinder any Lav/ from 
palling b by (landing up and pronouncing the 

Word Veto, I forbid. # 

Hitherto the Romans had been govern d by Before 

Cuftom and the Authority of the Chiet Ma 


ftrates without any Body ol written Laws. But 
it was now thought requifite to fix the Balance 
between the feveral Orders of the Community, 
by {landing Laws inWriting. To this end De¬ 


legates were difpatch’d to 


Athens 


colleft 


Syltem 

People 


of Laws from that wife and learned L aws 0: 

At their Return the Confular Power the XII 


was difeontinued, and Ten new 


Magiftr 


were 


__ created under the Title of Decemvi 

Thefe regulated the Laws brought from Ath 


and had them written 


Ten Tables of Braf: 


which were added Fwo more the next Year 


And thefe Twelve Tables 
Body ot the Roman Laws 


... ... d 

that Time 


ing to Reli 


Polity, and private Property 


The Rule of the Decemviri however was but 

m, For one of them, Appius Clau 


fliort Dura 



defi D . D 


to deflower the 


Daughter of 


Virnnius an Officer in the Army, employ d 


f 


Liv. lib xxyii. etxxxix. 


Vide ‘Tacit, Anna!. 16 


cup. :6. 


or 


f 
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ol his Creatures to lay Claim to her, as to his 
Slave; and to profecute his pretended Right by 
Law. This was accordingly put in Execution, 
and the Caufe brought for a Hearing before Ap- 
pius , who foon gave Judgment in Favour of 
the Claimant. But the Father of the Virgin 

ftabb’d her with his own Hand, to free her from 
the Difhonour defigned her by the Decemvir; 
and with the Affifiance of Icilius , to whom he 
had betrothed her, rais’d a Sedition in the Army, 
which ended in the Abolition of the Decemviral 
Power, the third Year after it’s Inflitution h . 

What Salk ft 1 obferves of the Athenians , that 
their Affairs are celebrated as miraculous thro’ 
the whole World, only in Proportion to the 
Number and Genius of their Writers, who ex- 
toll’d them, may with equal Juftice be applied 
to other Nations. The Roman Hiftorians relate 


Rem c 

burnt. 

Before 

Chrill 


many pompous Stor 


of 


Tranfablions 


their Anceflors both before and after the Abo¬ 
lition of Kingly Power, and extoll the perfonal 
Valour of particular Citizens even to the Height 
of poetic Fibtion. But notwithflanding all thofe 
ollentatious Traditions, fupported by frequent 
Miracles and Prodigies, there is very little in 
the Roman Hiftory worth relating, till the firfl 


Punic or Carthaginian War, if we except the tak¬ 
ing of Rome by the Gauls in the Year of the City 
3 65. palms the Conful had oppos’d their Progrefs, 
but receiv’d a complete Overthrow with all his 
Army at the River Allia, about eleven Miles 


fr 


R ome 


An. 387. 1 8th of July k 


This Battle was fought on th 
, which was afterwards mark’d a 


r* 


Confule fis Lh. lib. iii. et Dionyf. Hal. lib ii. > Bell. 

Cat. k V id. Liz;. lib. vi. poll principium, ct Tacit. 
Anna!, xv. c. xli. 


a black 
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a black unlucky Day in the Roman Calendar 
The Battle ended, the Gauls advanced to A 


which they entred the 


Day, put to Death 


all they met 
About i ooq 


and laid the City in Allies 
of the Youth had retired into the 
S urSer the Command of Manlius ; where 
they fuftain’d a Siege; of fix Months, nor couk 

' * that Time take the Citadel, 


the Gauls 
either 



One Night 


but the 


Storm or Surprize. 

deed they ahnoft effe£ted the 
Watch being alarm’d by the Cackling of fome 

Geefe, Manlius repelled 


Capitol 


upon 


Enemy, and fav’d 
which account Geefe were 


afterwards reckon’d facred Anima c an main 


pence 

Ro 


d, together with Dogs, at the public t 
for a Guard to that Tempi 


1 


The 


« laft ftipulated with the Gauls, that 
the latter Ihould depart on the Payment oi 

■ Weight of Gold ; but by the Interval- 

whom the Romans had belore 

banifhed, and now recalled from his E»le in 
Ariea, the Bargain was null’d, and the Gauls 


tion 


Camillas 


from Rome with great Slaug 

eing difpers’d, the 


The Gauls 


Romans re- 


iuc ujww r~ ' i n. .„i tr 

built their City, making magnificent and ftately 
Houfes, where only Cottages had flood before, 
fo that Rome rofe with augmented Glory, wee 
a Phcenix, from her own Afhes. After continua 


Fights and Skirmifhes with their Neighbo 




Roman 


under Dolaklla, gave the Gauls 


U1C l\urnwK' > —. / 0 J 

final Overthrow, took their City Sena, an 


made it a R 


Colony 


and then ftretch’d 


Conquefls in Italy, as far as farentum ; th 


i CicfVQ* pro a/. Rofch. 


Inha*- 
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Before Inhabitants of which, aided by Pyrrhus m King 
Chrift of Epirus , a Country on the Ionian Sea, South 
28j - of Macedonia , held them in War almoft four 

Years n , but were at laft entirely defeated ; and 
the Romans remain’d Mailers of Italy. Elate 
with this firfb Conqueft of a Foreign Enemy^ 
and not content with their prefent Dominions* 
they refolved to augment them by the Addition 
of Sicily. That Ifland was at the fame Time 
Vix&Pumc claim’d by the Carthaginians , whence arofe the 

An ar 2 6 4 foft Punic War* in which for the firft four Years 

4 ‘ the Succefs was various. But in the fifth Year 
the Romans gain’d their firft Yidlory by Sea. 
For having built in ten Weeks Time 160 Vef- 
fels °, and given their Command to Duillius the 
Conful, they beat the Carthaginians in a Sea- 
Engagement, and then carried the War into 
Africa: Where they at firft met with fome Suc¬ 
cefs ; but were afterwards overcome by the Car¬ 
thaginians , whom they beat again at Sicily, and 
wrefted the Eland out of their Hands. 

An. 241. A Peace was made with the Carthaginians ; 

and the Romans Unit the double Gates of Janus’s 

Second. Temple p . But foon after, the fecond Punic War 
Punic broke out, 5^4 Years q from the Building of 
War. An. ^ Q t y # Hannibal had fubdued all Spain with¬ 
in the River Items, and taken and fack’d the 
Town Saguntum , then in Alliance with Rome. 
This the Romans refenting, declared War againfc 
the Carthaginians , as Violators of the Treaty. 
Upon which Hannibal, having pafs’d the Pyrenean 


111 Vide Pint arc. in Pyrrho. Pav.fani. lib. i. Paul. Or of. 
lib. iv. cap. i. Etitojn. ad Lt<v. lib xii, xiii, xiv. 11 Flor. 


lib. i. cap. xix. 
lib. ii. cap. xxxviii. 
Polyhi. lib. iii, et v 


0 Idem lib ii. cap. ii. 


oft 


Ii! 


cap 


P Pell, Pater. 

1 Vide' 


Mo mt 


I 
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Mountains, and the Alps , penetrated into Italy , 
and beat the Romans in three fucceflive Battles. 

Alter fome little Stop put to the Progrefs ol the 
Cathaginians by the llow and prudent Meafures 
of Quintus Fcibius the Conful, another impor-B e f ore 
tant Battle was fought at Cannuy a little Village Chrift, 

of Apulia ; where were Haiti r of the Romans ^ 21 4 < 

40,000 Foot, 2,700 Horfe, with an equal 
Number of Allies and Citizens *, among thefe 
were one of the Confuls, two Quaeflors, twenty- 
one Military Tribunes, and eighty of the Se- 
natorian Dignity ; 3,000 Foot and 300 Horfe 
were taken Priloners: And had Hannibal after 

this great Victory proceeded immediately to the 
City, Rome muft have fallen under the Cartha¬ 
ginian Power. But Fate had decreed, that the 
Romans fhould be Lords of that Part of the 
World; which was effedled not fo much by 
their own Valour, as thro’ the iniquitous Ad- 
miniftration of Hanno , Head of a Fadtion at 
Carthage , and Hannibal s bitter Enemy ; who by 
Corruption and Venality in the Senate undid 
all, that the greateft General in the World had 
atchiev’d in the Field. Supplies of Men and 
Money were either denied, or fent too late to be 
of any Service; his ProgrefTes were impeded by 
Counter-Orders; and his Counfels either cor¬ 
rupted, or betray’d to the Enemy. The Ro¬ 
mans , having conquered Hannibal's Brothers, 
and retaken the principal Towns in Spain under 
the Jurifdidlion of the Carthaginians , made aDi- 
verfion into Africa \ where Scipio, afiifled by 
Mafinijfa , King of Numidia , gain’d feveral im¬ 
portant Vi&ories, and at laft overthrew Hanni¬ 
bal in a decifive Battle. Carthage was oblig’d An. 199, 
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to 
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fue to Rome for 


Peace, and accept it on 


as it pleas’d her Rival to impofc 


fuch Term:, A , , _ 

being reduc’d to this Neceflity by the Envy 


bal 


Glory 


This important Conqueft 


had 


gained over a formidable Enemy 
ified, weaken’d, and diftrels’d them in a fecond 
War of nineteen \ ears, fo fenfibly affedted the 

Senate with 


r 


Joy, that Sc ip 


for the Atchieve 


which 


ed with the Title of Africanus \ 
hr lb Inftance of a Cuftom, that 

obtain’d ever alter among the Romans^ of calling 

Generals and Emperors by honorary Ap 


their 

pella 
had conquered 



to 


the feveral Countries they 


i 


The Romans had been reduced to the laft Di 


rirft i 

etdouie 

War. 


ftrels by Hannibal. 
them to conquei 


by beating them 
they rofe from their Ca- 

The Athenians , 

being opprefied by Philip , King of Macedonia , 

& " 1 " who 


Glory and Power 


Before implored the A hi ft 

* « -w- -r- m 


of the Romans 


Chritt. 


An. 195 





King, and reftored 


Greeks 


Liberty. But Per ft 


Philip 


Son, the 


Second 


laft Kin^ of the Macedonians ^ about 150 Year 


Alex 


the G 


War, 


rel, the Romans gave 


him a 




the Quar- 

Overthrow 


An -‘0 H ann iM had fled to Antiochus, King of Syria; 

which was fufficient to give the Senate of Rome 


a new Alarm 

effeminate Pr 


F 


Antiochus was a wea 
pable of any martial En 


terpr 


was 


:, yet as Hannibal was with him 

d formidable; the very Name of the 


Carthaginian bein 


the Sight of whole Armies of Enemies 


terrible to Rome than 

How 


Antiochus 


rufted Hannibal with any 


f Corn. Ncp. in vita Hannib. Jujlin, lib. 38. cap. 4 
? liv. lib. 30. ad finem. 


Thing 
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Thing above the Command of a few Ships, 
which were funk and difpers’d by the Enemy *, 
and Hannibal oblig’d to fly to Prufias , King of 
Bithynia , where he poifon’d himfelf v . For the 
Romans had fent to demand him, as thinking 
themfelves in perpetual Danger, while that, 
great General furviv’d, tho’ without an Army, 

who had once advanced to within three Miles of 
their City. 

Macedonia foon after became a Province to Third Pia 
Rome. Carthage again renew’d the War ; but»kWar. 
after four Years that City, the moil formidable®®*™® 


.** 


Chrilh 


Rival of the Roman Greatnefs, was utterly de- An . ,‘ 0 . 
mol idl’d-, and Rome., now freed from the greateft 
and lonneil Terror ihe ever lufter’d, ftretch’d^ n - *45 


ind longed Terror 


Ihe ever lufter’d, 


her Conqueft over Greece and Spain ; and then 
carried her Arms again into Afia. 

After the Overthrow of Ariftonicus , King of 
Pergamus , Jugurtha , King of Numidia , kept 
the Romans in War for feveral Years, prevailing 
not fo much by Arms as Money x . For with An< 10 9 ' 
rich Prefents, feafonably applied, he corrupted 
the Senate, bribed the Generals, and pro traded 
the War, ’till it grew a ferious Allair, and Ju¬ 
gurtha began to be formidable. Metellus was 
the fir ft that effectually weaken’d his Power % 
but Marius, having obtain’d the Province ol Nu~ 


midi a , put an End to the long inglorious War: 
For after a bloody Battle fought near Cirtba , in 
which the Romans came off with fome little Ad¬ 
vantage •, Jugurtha was treacheroufiy betray’d 
by Bocchus , King of the Moors, his Ally y , and 


delivered up 


to Sylla, Marius' s Legate. 


Sylla 


7 Cor. Nep. in vita 
5 <$ 'alltift. Bell, Jug. 


Hann. Aurel. Viol or. in Han 


>' Idem ibid. 


B 


2 


carried 
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carried him to Marins , who return’d to Rome in 
Before Triumph, with Jugurtha his Captive, bound in 

Chrift, Chains, to grace tire Proceffion. 

An. 105. /\fter this Rome was miferably wafted with 

Civil War ; which fill’d her Streets and Fields 
An. S6. with the Carcafes of her own Citizens and Al¬ 
lies : Sylla ^ Cinna and Marius were the Heads 
of the contending Factions: Each conquer d 
and tyranniz’d in his Turn. Sylla was at laft 
victorious ; but the Calamities ftill exifted, 
when the War was no more. The infulting 
Vidtor let loofe his Vengeance on all that had 
efpous’d the Caufe of Marius , and revell d in 
the Blood of Thoufands of his Fellow-Citizens. 

Catalinc's Soon alter followed Catahne s Confpiracy j 
Confpira- was deteCted by the Vigilance and Cun- 

W r j ning of Cicero , then Conful. d he Chief of the 

Conipirators were executed in the City-, and 
the other Conful was lent againft Cat aline and 
his Rebel Forces. This ACtion was fttarp and 
bloody: Cataline was kill’d in the Field, and 

his whole Army cut to Pieces \ 

During all thefe Civil Commotions at Home, 

an important War was carried on in the Eaft, 
againft Mithridates , King ol Pontus. That 
powerlul Prince maintain d a dubious Conteft 
with the Romans lor thirty Years \ and was three 
Times beaten L before he could be quite fub- 
An.83. dued. The firft Defeat of his Forces'he re¬ 
ceived from Sylla Lucullus gave him his fecond 
An ‘ 72, Overthrow: But his final Ruin was completed 

by Pompey who with Cafar and Craffus , had 

then the Management of all the Roman Affairs. 

a Sallufl. Bell. Cat . b Paul. Oros. lib. 6. ad finem. 

Floras habet 40. fed falfo. c Vide Juven. Sat. 6. Verf. 

ult. _ 
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Pompey overthrew the Colchians \ ftruck Terror 
into all the Nations round about; and in his 
Return penetrated into Syria and Judea. He 
entered Damafcus and Jerufalem , received Ho¬ 
mage from the Jews d , and extended the Power Br f orc 
of Rome over great Part of Afia. Gaul was re- chriit, 
duced by Julius Go far in a Series of Battles for An. 6 
nine fucceftive Campaigns % in which he flew 
(if Pliny may be credited) 1,192,000 Enemies. 

But the Parthians gave the Romans a fhameful 
Defeat under the Command of Crafjus ; who 
was kill’d f , and his Army entirely cut to Pieces, 
except a few that faved themfelves by Flight 
into Armenia , Cilicia , and Syria s . 

And now a worfe Civil War broke out be¬ 
tween Cafar and his Son-in-law Pompey , which 
fpread thro’ all the Parts ol the World within 
either the Dominion or Friendlhip of the Ro¬ 
mans. Alter feveral Defeats and Succelfes of 
Pompey and his Party, the fignal Stroke was 
given near Philippi , in Thejfaly ; where upwards 
of 300,000 Men h being engag’d, Fortune, af¬ 
ter a bloody Difpute, declared for Ctefar. Pom - 
pey, with a few Followers, fled to Pelufium in 
Egypt •, where he was treacheroufly murthered 
in the Sight of his Wife and Friends 1 by Order 
of Ptolemy the young King, who happen’d to 
be there carrying on a War againft his Sifter 
Cleopatra , whom he had a few Months before 
expelled her Kingdom k . His Death was not 
long unrevenged 3 for a War enfuing between 


An. 48 


a 


FI or. 1 . 3. c. 5. Aurel. VIA or. in Pomp. c Patcrc. 
lib. 2. c. 47. Sueton. in Jul. Corf c. 25. f Veil. Pat. 
1 . 2. c. 46. Plutarch in CraJJ'o, Flor. lib. 3. c. 11, s Idem 
ibid. h Idem lib. 4. c. 2. 1 Lucan. Phi far. Afpian . 


Sc Aurel. Vidor 


k Ca-far de Bell. Civil, lib. 


3 


B 


3 


Ctefar 



'Before 



An, 43 


h 

Cdft 
prosperous 
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and Ft ole 



a 


dverfe and 


Engagements, the perfidious King 


vanquifh 


decifive Battle 
efcape by Water he 


and 


the K 


of Eavpt divided by Cmft 

fAuv-i - O-^X t 1 * C * 

between Ptolemy's younger Brother, and his bi 
fte r Cleopat 


in 


o and Cato 

Alliance with Juba, King of Mauritania 


During thefe Tranfaclions, Sc ip 

CJ — — -w I t n 


the War in Africa ; But Cm far was ftill 


routed: The 

Liiucn m m3 x ng) 111 - 5 and Cato , 
at Utica , upon hearing the fatal 


victorious, juba ana octpio wer 
latter killed himfelf in his Eli 


News, followed his Exampl 
of Adtion was at 


T1 


laft Scene 



where Cmfar experien 

: in which he 


ccd a 


a Town in Spain, 

and dubious 




hank 


pe 


aim oft to Del- 

ion. For his hardy Veterans retiring be- 
Pompeys Sons, he gave up all for loft, and 
rr^r.o- m difnntrh himfelf with his own Wea¬ 


pon 


m 


b 



a 


iccountable Return 


A' 


Spirits, aituming 


Courage from Defp 


leaps tro 

of the F( 

his 


nifties into 


iir, he 
thickeft 


by ids own Example 



(T 

kD 


Troops, 



ely rallied. 




y routed the Enemy 


After this great Victory he returned to Rome, 

u and made 



he followed Sylhf s Example, 
himfelf Perpetual Dictator ; than which nothing 
could be more incompatible wdth the Conftitu- 
tion of the Romans , who never chofe a Dictator, 

home fudden Emergency *, and always 


upon 


obliged him to a 

O 


bdicate his Office, as loon as 


5 rf/V/. Bell. Alex 

^li). 2.‘ c. 5 D * 


m Ftor. lib. 4. cap. 2. 


ri Vat ere. 


til C 


* 
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ceftor, in the Abrogation of Regal Power. The 
Senate indeed after Gcefar 9 s Death abolifhed the 
Cuftom of making a Dictator 0 ; but Rome ne¬ 
ver after recovered her Liberty. 

For Mark ylnthony being look’d on as an Ene¬ 
my by the Senate tor his turbulent, factious and 
infolent Behaviour, tho’ Cicero could not per- 
fuade them to judge him a Rebel in Form p , 
0 flavins^ C^efarh Heir and Son by Adoption, 
was fent as Propraetor with the two Confuls, 
Panfa and Hirtius , at the Head of a powerful 
Army, to reduce him to Obedience. Anthony 
was at length put to Flight; but one ot the 
Confuls being Gain in the Battle, and the other 
dying foon after, the Command of the Army 
remained in the Hands of 0 flavins Cafar\ who 
was made Conful when he was but 20 Years 
old q •, though the ordinary Cuftom required the 




o 
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Age of the Candidates for that Office to be 42 
Years r . Through the Mediation of Lepidus , 
Oft twins was reconciled to Anthony \ and thele 
three compofed a Triumvirate fatal to the Li¬ 
berty of Rome, and the Lives of her principal 
Citizens. For each Triumvir made a Point of 

facriiicing his neareft Relations in Complailance 

the Number 


of 


Collegues 

Profcrib 


Cicero 
and was 


was in 


to Death 


Sf 64th Ye 


of 


A g 


mur the red in 
his Plead and 1 


the 



Hand 


u 


were cut oft and (luck up to public 


Brutus 

and 

Cajpus 


View on the Roftrum, by Anthony's Order, as 
a Revenge for thofe poignant Speeches made 

Ofta- 
ito Ma- 


againft him by the incomparable Orator 
vius and Anthony march’d their Forces i 
cedonia againft Brutus and Coffins , to rev 


Death 




Place of the fame Name 


over- but not the lame Place 


thrown. 


Pompey had been 


ruin’d (as Flo? 

Scene of Abtio; 


lfly afferts) 


was 


the 


And tho* neither Anthony 


Qftavius was in the Battle 


yet 


Parties remain’d Mailers of the field, for 


Wing where Ccijfius commanded being put into 
Diforder, he commanded one of his Officers to 


k 


him, 


through a miftaken Opinion that 


Brutus 


w i fe 


orfted. His Death fo 


difpirited the whole Army, that the Advantage 


in a 


few D 


over- 


Brutus had gain’d 
thrown •, their For* 

imitating the Example of Ccijfius, died by the 


routed, and Brutus 


Hands of one of his Attendants 


Sextus 
jp ompc. 


After 


Sextus Pompe 


of Pompey 


Sons, who had efcaoed from the Battle at Mundc. 


Cl 


ccr. 


Philip. V. 


r Pntcrc. 1 . 2. C. 6 


/ 


Liv. 


& Eufch. u Dio 47. 

C 70, ? FI or . lib 4. C. 


X 


n 

i* 


Vide Riguez ad Patcrc . lib. 2. 
* Fill. Pat, lib. 2. c 70, 

had. 
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had feveral Engagements, with various Succefs, 
both by Sea and Land, with 0 flavins and his 
Party •, but was at laft vanqufhed in a Sea-fight, 
and obliged to fly with two or three Ships into 
jfia, and was afterwards murthered at Mile - 
turn \ Anthony , who had obtained the Province 
of Afia, received a total Overthrow from the 
Parthians. From thence he fled into Egypt % 
and having divorced 0 flavins C<efar's Sifter, his 
former Wife, married Cleopatra , as it he de- 
figned to reign as King of Egypt. But Ofla- 
vins refenting the Affront, overcame Anthony in 
a Sea-fight at Aflinm *, whence he fled back to 
Egypt 1 where he and Cleopatra died by their 
own Hands; and Egypt became a Province to 

the Romans. 

Oflavius now remained lole Lord of Rome 
and her Dominions, which he governed under 
the Title of Prince b . For he had before fc> 
crufhed Lepidus and his Faftion in 

^ ^ .* ^ 

he obliged him to refign his Share of t ire Go¬ 
vernment, and be contented with Leave to live c . 
He greatly inlarged the Roman Dominions, and 
fhut the brazen Gates on each Side the Temple 
of Janus-, which was the Sign of the Romans 
■ enjoying univerfal Peace, and had never been 
done but once' before, flnee the Reign of 
Numa , who built that Temple d . Of all the 
Titles given him by the Senate, that of Au- 
guftus was thought the moft facred; a Name 
adopted afterwards by all the fucceding Em* 

a Strabo. Geogr. lib. iii. b Tacit. Annal. lib. i. poft 
principium. c Paterc. lib. ii. cap. 80. Sutton, in Au- 
guji. cap 16. Epitome ad Lin). 129. d Vid. Varro ce 
ling. Latin, lib. iv. Pint, de Fort. Roman. Fior . lib. iv. ad 
finem. 


perors. 



Vi O 


i N T R O D U C T I O N. 


perors. 


H 


e died at AtA 


in 


*1 


he forty 


Year of his Reign, which took its Comme 


ment from 
above. 


Sea-fight at Actum mentioned. 


'Tibi r his, 


<1 


his Son by 




and Succd 


A. D. 15. for 


Time our Saviour was crucified) 


did not perform many 


O 


Addons 


he 


Emperor*, though before his Acceffion 
Dignity, he had often fignalized both 


Condudt and Courag 


A. At the Beginning of 
Reign he behaved with great Moderation 
Equity : But afterwards leaving the City 


•ed into Capre a?, a . 
where he indulged 


ttle Bland near Cam- 
his moil monftrous 


pania, 

Luffs, and perpetrated every kind of Cruelty. 

was to invite to his Court the Kings 


His Cuftom was to invite 
or fuch Nations, as he fulpedfed of Difaffedfion; 
and when he had them in his Fower, never to 
let them return to their Kingdoms b . Among 
thefe was the King of Cappadocia , whom he de¬ 
tained, and reduced his Kingdom into a Roman 

Province. 

CAipdfi, At hisDemife the Imperial Purple was 


A. D. 5 s - to Caligula , on 


Father Germ 


of the admirable Vir 

whom Auguftu 


h ad 


obliged "Tiberius to adopt *, though Tiberius 
.ted him for his Popularity, that it w 


iy 


fon d 
G rar 


1 


effedted his Death by Poi- 
Cahgida was more like his adoptive 

Father; running 


tnan 


ich intolerable lengths of Cruelty, that he foon 
became as odious as his Predeceffor. He under¬ 
took one Mock-Expedition againff the Germans: 


a Paterc. lib. ii. Sactou. in Tiberio. 



• * 


lib. vii. 


c Sue ton. in Cali*, c. n 


b Idem ibid.. 

A Idem 


cap. ! z . 


for 
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he ordered himfelt a T 


7 


ad hardly fecn the Enem) 
ed at bit in his Palace 1 , 


He 


l 

i 



Chiudh 


a 


Pr 


than doing 


and was iiicceded 
fiddle Character *, 
emitting Injuftice 
In fhort, Claudius was lb ltu- 


n 


udkis. 


Did, that he neither excelled much m \ 

X 5 1 r n . L\ „.. , 7 ;,, 


Vice 


H 


was the fil'd: 


Julius Cafe 


that invaded our Ifland, fit ft by d lautus hjs C 
fidar Legate , who lb harafled ^ 

,Britons , that the Emperor, a 1 ew Day 


diftrefied 


land in 


himfelf Mattel* 


Part of it without much Oppofi 
which he aded a pompous Triumph 


for 


felf 


conquered 



At 



what was on 
and Diflention 
It is agreed on by all Hi 


furrendered through Terror 

among the Natives. _ _ 

ftorians, that his Death was efteded by 1 c 
but by whom and in what M 
cided k . 


is l 


* 

mde- 


- - 

Succeffor Nero who at 


fet out in the Charade 


O 


Cl audit, 
if comp a 

firft,indt.-, . . . . 

Reformer-, nor are there wanting m ins The 
feveral Inftances of many Civil Virtues', par- 
ticularly Munificence, which he perievered m 
to the End. or rather increafed it to Prodiga- 


lity 


The two Vices to which he had 


Averfion, were Stinginefs *and Hypocni) 


avoid the former 


became protuie 


. To 

and to 


difcountenance the latter, 

c Suet, in Calig c. 47. i 

g Vid. Aufonii Epigr. in Claudiu, 
cap. 17. Tacit, lib.vii. c. 14. 


he gloried in his 


58. Eutrop. lib. v;i. 
11 Suetou. in Claud. 


m Nero. C. 10, 


7 


Eutrop. lib. 

Idem ibid. c. 44 


1 Sue- 
5 Sudan. 


Crimes j 



i 


Cali a, 

A. IX 6‘ 
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Crimes •, and always pardoned, and even care fl¬ 
ed thole, who con felted their Wickednefs, from 
a Principle m he had imbibed, that there was no 
fuch thing as Chaffity among Men, only fome 
had a Talent of hiding their vicious Thoughts 


Cloak of Sand'ity 


But 


Sequel 


of his Reign was little elfe than a Series of 
complicated Evils both to CbriJlians and Pagans. 
To the former of thefe he was a bitter Enemy, 
as we are told by great Numbers of Authors. 
Suetonius , in his Life of Nero , exprelfes himfelf 
thus: Very fever e Por lures were infixed on the 
Chriftians , a Set of Men of a new and mfehievous 
Superftition . In his Time the Britons rebelled % 
and the Romans buffered the Lois of near 70000 
Citizens and Allies. At laft he wantoned with 
Power, threw off all Care of Government, and 
devoted himfelf wholly to libidinous Plealures 
and theatrical Performances, 
and a&ed his Parts among 
Players i till the State being no longer able to 
bear a Prince abandoned to Luxury, Luff, and 
Cruelty, another Rebellion was railed againft 
him nearer Elome. The Senate judged him an 
Enemy, and demanded him for Punifhment. 
Upon which he fled fecretly out of the City to 
a little Country-houfe of Sporus his Freedman °, 
about four Miles from Rome ; where after much 

Whining and Lamentation, he difpatched him¬ 
felf, being aflifted in the Deed by one of his 

Attendants. 

Galba , in 


1 which he fun 

common Stag< 


t> 


whofe Favour the Infurredlion was 



made, enjoyed the 


;nty 


above 


m Suet, in Nero. c. 29. 


in Ne>\ c, 39. 


0 Suit071. 


11 Tacit. An. 14. c. 33, Suet. 
in Ncr. c. 49. tiutrop, lib. vii. 

half 
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half a Year, and 


then killed 


ftirred up the like Sedition againft him, 
had headed againft Net 
fell " 


29 

For Otho 

he 


as 


Nor did Otho 
i furvive the Death of Gcilbci but a 


Otboy 


few 


Months: For he had hardly been invefted 
the Imperial Purple, before Vitellius, being c e 
dared Emperor by the Forces under his Com 


Bek 


The two contend- 

Town in 
After a 


mand, came againft 
ing Parties met 

Italy , between Cremona and Verona 
jfhort A£lion, Otbo's Troops were repulfed with 
feme Lofs 5 the News of which lo affedted him, 

be prevailed upon to rilq 


another Battle 
able Reinforce 
vanquifhed his Rival 

cond Trial 


and 


peeled a con fide 1 
probably 


had he undertaken 


* , inftead ol which, he laid he would 

hazard the Lives of fo many good Men foi 


Honour. Purfuant 


Refolution, he 


took leave of his Friends without the leak Sign 


of Dejefti 

foundlv t] 


Ni 


Morn in 




Bed where he flept 
i and as loon as he 

his Weapo 


)Ke 111 me LWiVUl ': . 

had laid under his Pillow for that I urpofe 


and ftab’d himfelf. Vitellius 


obtained 


fupreme Power ; but foon met with a very di 

X _ .—. r n T 1 „! /\|* 01/Vn 


ferent End 


For after a fhort Reign 


eight 


he was feized 



a 


Months, in which he (hewed many Inftances ofc 

his tyrannic Difpofition, 

Fadtion in the Intereft of Vefpafian •, who led him 

about the Streets with a Poniard under his Chin, 

make him hold up his Head, while the 


to 


After 


Rabble pelted him with Stones and Dirt 
which they killed him, and dragged his Car- 

p Vid. Martial lib. vi. epigr. 32. Sue tor. in Oth . c. 9. 

cafe 



30 

cafe with a Hool 
Tiber 11 . 
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till 


was 


the 


«- 

.4 


'ifpajiax. Vefpafian was made Emu 


l l. D. 7 I. 


in 


Palmft, 


whither he had been fent by Nero againft the 
Jews, who were ftirred up to a Revolt, by the 


Miiapplication of an Or 


1 


OfFsp 


pr 

er all the Eaft, namely. 
Judcea lhould obtain 


the 


of the World r . He was defcended 


Emp 



obfcure Family; which he r 
concealed, thereby Brewing, 


an 


ather vaunted than 


that he 


his 


the City Jernfale 


foleiy to his Merit- In his Reig 


D o r 


ii was deftroyed; and fever 
winces were added to the Roman 
He was fo ftridt a Maintainer of 


Military Difcipline, that he indulged his Offi¬ 
cers with no manner of Delicacy. It once hap¬ 
pened that' he had granted a Commiffion to a 


for his F 


famous for finery than Fighting: 
young Officer came to thank him 


dreffed 


Beau, and feent 


ed with Perfumes, the Emperor looking ftern- 
iy on him, laid, with an angry Voice, I had ra¬ 
ther you had fmelt of Garhck 1 ; and immediately 
oidered his Commiffion to be taken from him, 

the 69th 


given to a Soldier 


He died 


1 Titus, 

AD. 8 


^ ear of his Age, and was fucceded bv 

n n .—■>. , . . . J 


eft Son Tin 


eld •• 


d been entrufted with 


L- 


Jernfale 


Command of the Forces at the Sieg 


her 


fignalized his Bravery 


Admiration of the whole Army f He was 


fo beloved for 


Humanity 


called him, The Delight of Mankind', fo 


Romans 


O 


‘l Sudan, in Fit ell. c. 17. Eutrog lib. vii. >' 
in Vcfp . c. 4. f Idem c. 8. 7 Idem in Tito. c. 6*! 


Suet. 


I 


rous 
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rous and beneficent 


he told his Friends 


he had loft 
good Office 


Day becaufe he had done no 
. He was prevented from do- 



_ the Good that was expeded from him, 
premature Death •, which fo affeded all Degi 
and Orders of his Subjeds, that his Lofs was 
mourned like that of a kind Parent; nor with- 

Reafon •, for he was fucceded by his Brother 


Domitiath who 


of 


Nature 


y different D 


from either his Father or Brother, relembling 

. At 


£ Tiberius in Luft, and Caligula in Cruelty 


fir ft he behaved with 


great Model 


and 


Liberality. But thefe good Qr 


'C 


loon overpower 
throned his Reafon 


and 


ary Vices 


lute Controul 


and ruled him with abfo- 

Neverthelefs he was a good 
Soldier, and very fuccefsful v . He likewife re¬ 
paired feveral public Edifices of the City, which 
had been deftroyed, and added many new ones 
of great Beauty and Magnificence ; the Expence 
of which fo exhaufted his Trealury, that he was 
obliged to have Recourfe to Rapine and Extor- 

He impofed heavy Fines on every reli- 
Sed, elpecially Judaifm ; and extorted 
great Sums of Money from all, who were fuf- 
peded to be Jews ; though they diffembled their 


tion. 

gious 


Religion to avoid the Penalty 


Si 


an 


excellent Writer, affures us, he himlelf was pre- 
fent, when an old Man of ninety Years was 
fearched for the Sign of Circumcifion. After 
he had for a long time made the Empire groan 
tinder the Preffure of a cruel and vicious 

ranny, he was ftab’d at laft with feven Wounds A. D 
in his own Bed-chamber w . 


Ty 



v Suet on, in Domit. c. 0 , 


w Idem c, 17. 
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Having given this fhort Account of the ftrlt 


twelve Emp 


of Rome , commonly called 


The twelve Cm fars •, before we proceed to the 
Lives of the other Emperors before Cornmodus , 
it may not be improper to recapitulate, and 
prefent the Englifh Reader with a refledtive View 


of the Bounds of 

acquainted 


Roman Emt 


that 


and £ 


Number. Situ 



Pi 


T 


ad ufler Ide 


their Reduction, he may foi 


of 


Occur 


die enfuing Hiftory 

The Rc- The firft Country 


of Italy 


bee 


man 


M an d was reduced to Subjedtion by the Conful 


• D °- tributary to the Roman State, was Sardir 


This 


Sardinia. 
Si- 7 - 

04 * i l \ . 


Titus Manlius x , about hi_ 

Years after the building of Rome. Sicily indeed 


^ * 


firft Country 


Ro 


Province ’ : But it was not governed by Roman 
Magiftrates, confequently could not be termed 
a Province, till the Year of the City 545, after 

fucceffive Wars, prolperous and adverfc, carried 

Hand for almoft fixty Years C 


A'iolia. about twenty-one Y 


ears C And 
litolia % a lame 


Iflands of 

the Ionian 
Sea. 

Macedonia. 


Country in the very Heart of Greece, together w 
Cephelenia , Zacynthus (now called Zcmt) and 


Elands 
Roman Power 


Ionian Sea, fubmitted to. the 
Macedonia was lubdued by 


mHuts Paulas , and laid under Tribu 
Year of Rome 516. After the D 


th 


C* 


Africa. Carthage , Africa bee 


Province to Ro? 


ne 


Corinth in the Year 606 b . Soon after, Cor in 


and 

Ac ha ia. 


the 


x Liaj. lib. xxiii. Pat ere. 1 
y etc. in Verr. II. ad initiuin. 


op. lib 


pnncipium 


z Li<v. lib.xxvii. poll 
a Liv. lib. xxxviii. F/or, lib. ii. c. iz. 


• I 


utrop 


Metro- 
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Metropolis of Achaia in the Pelcponneft 
burnt, and all that Region brought under the 
Roman Yoke. Great Part of jjfa th 


33 

was 



and Meditci 


was 


Country bounded by th 
man Seas, with the adjacent Iflands. 
quered by Pepcrna , and his Succeffor c , about 
fix hundred twenty-four Years from the build¬ 
ing the City *, but Galatia had been fubdued 
by Vulfo Manlius d fixty Years before. The Ci- 


Mn 


ctlians were fir ft 


quered 


Year 67 


And lour Years after, Bithynia was added 
Roman Dominions, being left as a Legacy by 

the Will of King Nicomedes. But the Remain- 

% 

the 


der of 


Afiat 


Nations, borderin 


J .~ yjl 1 L 

Pont us, or Black Sea , were reduced by Pompey 


ewife fubdued Syria f and Paheftine s ; § 


who 

while the Hand 
from Met elk 


Crete received the Yoke PaUJl. 
and the immenfe Riches of Crrf *- 
Cyprus tempted the Roman Senate to feize that Cyprus 


Illand 


then in Alliance with Rome 


This 


executed by Publius Clodius the Tribune: 
Which cruel Procedure caufed Ptolemy , the 

poifon himfelf; 
and loon after Cato was fent to the Ifland, and 

Rome with a numerous Fleet of 


King of the Cyp 


returned 


Galleys laden with all the Wealth of the Cyp 
ans\ who from thence were numbered among 
the Roman Provincials. All thefe Exploits were 
finifhed about fix hundred and ninety Years af¬ 
ter the building of the City. Ancient Gaul, 


. lib. iii. c. 4. Flor. lib.ii. c. 20. Ep 

i* ; i«i • .. a ' 


c Vid. Val. I 

ad Liv. lib. Zx . 

d Pmen. lib. ii. c. 3^ 
tarch. in vita Pomp, ct Dio. 


lib 


JuJ}. lib. xxxvi 


lib 


idem c, 7. Velleius , lib 


9 


e Vid. Plu¬ 
mp. S Flor. 
I- 38. 1 Flor. 


c 


compre- 
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rehending modern France , the Spanijh iW 
■ids, Switzerland, Savoy, and all the Coun 


tries between the Rl 


was 


ed 



Jul, 


and the Bay of Bfc 

C<efir. 1 


South 


Part of Gaul had indeed been 


a 


Roman Province about feventy-three Years be 


fore 
mis 
finif 


k 


by Ben 



md Babins 'Max 


but the Reduction of 


Whole was 



Cyf 


Burnt dia. 


7°4 '• 


And tho' the 
Work of Met dins 


about the Year of the City 
hr ft Conqueft of Numid 


pleted 


in 


the 


Spain. 
Egypt - 


Year 646, yet the forming it into 
was likewife referred by Fortune 
Glories oi 


Province 

fwell the 


fame CMo.r \ : Spain, Egypt, H 


Illy 



Country North of 


Adriatic Sea 


Gulph of Venice 


principal Part of 


now 


Pannon 


Pannonia 
of Auguftus Cafe 


by the Name of Sclavonia) and Pait 

) were the Acquefts 


Hungary 

But the Remainder of Pa 


f/f 

IB 


Cappado- noma, and all Cappado 

l l ^ • 1 


fubju gated 


01 a. 


B 


became Provinces under 7 ibevius P his Succeffoi 
Claudius made the chief Conqueft of Ourlfland 
great Part of which, together with the files c 

bvight q and Orkney 


was 


in hi 


s Reign add 


Cottian 

Alps. 


to the Rom 


Dominions. The Cottian Alp 


between Bauphine and Pied 


was 


Ac 


Pont us. quifition 


Nero : Nor was the Kingdom of 


Lycia. 


Pontus reduced into the F 


of 


Pi 


Rhodes. before his Time 


r 



Rhodes , Byzant 



fz'einti - 


urn. 


k Flor. lib. iii C. z 1 Paterc. 1 . ii. C. 49- 


m 



7 


lib 


i(lo. Plutar. Dio. Entrap 

J « «(« II A 


0 Idem ibid. 

r Velleius , 


< 1 . in Tiber. Entrap 

nu. ii. v.. oy * —- ' ,, , „ 

lib. vii. 


q 


Vefpaf 


7 


f 16 


r Tacit. Sneton. et Aur. Victor, in vita 


A \ron. Eufcb. in Chron. Olymp. Cajjidior 

\ 


n , 


( nc ft 
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(now Constantinople) and great Part of Thrace , Thrace, 
became Provinces under Vefpafian the Elder \ 

Ail theie once flourifhing Countries, the great- 
eft Pait of the then known World, reaching 
from the River Euphrates quite to the Weftern 
Ocean, and extending lrom the Danube and 
Rhine, together with great Part of Britain , to 
Egypt, and Africa as far as the 30th Degree of 
Southern Latitude, were now under Subjection, 
and paid Tnbute to the victorious Homans ; whoj 
at the ft ime ol the Expulfion of Tar pain iheProud , 
their laft King, had not ftretched their Con- 
quefts above fifteen Miles from the City v . Nor 
was their Empire always confined within thefc 
Bounds; but other Acquifitions foon followed, 

which will be related in the Lives of the fubfe- 
quent Princes. 

Domitlan being taken off, to the inexpreffible 
Joy of aim oft all under the Roman Jurisdiction, 
fiom his Death the People began to refpire from 
that Load of complicated Miferies, under which 
they had fo long laboured, and a Succeflion of 
better Sovereigns enfued for a confiderable Time. 

Nerva was the firft that began the Reformation, iW, 
an excellent Prince, whom Arrius Antoninus A - D - 97- 
could not forbear pitying, becaufe it was his 
Lot to take the Reins of Government amoncr 
Men of fuch turbulent Spirits and vicious Mo¬ 
rals. ft he Shortnefs of his Reign did not per¬ 
mit him to give fo many Proofs of his Power, 
as of his Good-will; for he died in about fix- 
teen Months after his attaining to the Imperial 
Dignity; but not without making excellent Pro- 





Senate of Rome, who from giving Laws to fo¬ 
reign Nations, and diipofmg of Crowns and 
Provinces, had been reduced by the former 
Emperors to the meaneft Servility and moll 
fhameful Corruption, under ‘Trajan recovered 
home little Glimmerings of their ancient Luftre. 

The Romans were fo fenfible of their Happinefs 
under this excellent Prince, that they even 
adored him while living •, and after his Death,, 
broke through the ancicntCuftom of their Fore¬ 
fathers, and rather than not exprefs their Grati¬ 
tude, by fome diftinguifhing Mark of Refpedb 
to Trajan's Memory, they buffered his Reliques 
to be buried in the City, an Honour never given 
to any Prince before x •, which was the more 
extraordinary, as Trajan was defeended frdm 


w Dio in Trajan. Eufeb. in Chron. Eutrop. lib. viii. 
Idem ibid, et vide Alex, ab Alex. lib. vi. c, 14. And 
fee our Note b at the Beginning of Book IV, 

no 
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D illuftrious Line, his Father being 


e 


37 

firft 


the Family that arrrived to any confiderable 


Dignity 


in the State 
tar outweighed 
Blood, which Perfo 


But his pcrfonal Met 


all the remote Privileg 


of 


Worth fo 


ogantly claim; and it became a Cuftom amon<r 


Romans , to faint 


O 


fucceding Emt 


among other Acclamations, with thefc good 

Wiflics, Be happier than Auguftus; better than 
Trajan. 

Alter him Adrian obtained the Imperial Pur- 



late, 



Tt 


been adopted, as fome Author 


Adrian y 

A.D.i 18 


others affir 


could never be 


D 


Kinfman 


Wife, after 


Hulband 


had adopted him 


n, that Trajan 

i to adopt ( him, 
but that Plot inn, Trajan's 

Death, pretended, 


Will 


nd by 


Device Adrian was declared Emperor y' He 

great Moderation and Generofity 


in the Civil Government 


and perhap 


had 


made a brighter Figure in Hiilory, had he fuc- 
ceded any but Trajan , whole fuperior Merit 
eclipfed the moderate Virtues,of his Succeffor. 


About the 



End of Trajan's Rei 


the 


tions 


had made feveral Infurredions and Sedi- 
; but were reprefled by Lujins, Traj art's 
General, who was afterwards Governor of Ju~ 

dcra\ but upon Trajan's Death, they raifed new 

Difturbances in different Parts of the World: 


Adrian quelled their Tui 


and, by pu 


ifhing the Ringleaders, reduced them to Sub 


jed 


In his Time the Alexandrians found 


God Apis % which was an Ox of 


Fable C 


with a Turbercle under 


very 


>' Sparti an, in vita Adrian . 


r Idem ibid. 


C < 


Tongue 
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Tongue a . This Ox they drowned in the Nik, 
and for feveral Days mourned his Lofs : But 
after a long fpace of Time, when they found 
another exactly anfwering in Colour, Size, and 
elpecially the carnous Excrefcence under his 
Tongue, they then fuppofed their God was ri- 
fen again, and come to give them another Vi- 
fit ; upon which Occafion all Egypt kept Ho¬ 
ly-days b , and celebrated Feafts, with every 
kind of enthufiaftic Mirth, for the Return of 
their Deity. No Nation in the World was fo 
much addidled to Religion as the ancient Egy¬ 
ptians ; and at thefe Seafons there was no Re¬ 


gard to Order or Government; the whole Na¬ 
tion was m an Uproar ; and if any dared to in¬ 
terrupt their Worfhip, the Populace were al¬ 
ways ready to vindicate their Religion by Arms: 
Which was the Caie in a Adrian’s Reign, and 
gave that Emperor no fmall Fear. But the 
Difpute being chiefly about the Town where 
Apts fhouid be entertained, when that was ad- 
jlilted, the Egyptians were appealed, and Adrian 
Reed from the Apprehenfions of any ill Confe- 
quences arifing from the Commotions of fo po¬ 
pulous a Province : For Adriaris Abilities did 
not feem to confifh much in War; which made 


him foon alarmed at the News of any Difturb 


ances. 

Acquefl 


He 


fo far from 


making 


that he could not, or would 


any new 


tain what his Predeceffors left him 


but 


upon 


Mefopota- the Perjiens demanding the Province of Mefo- 
vuz given poiamia q he gave it up without the Jeaft Refift- 

ance. Several other large Provinces followed 


2 Pli>: . Hift Nat. lib. viii. c. 40. 


b Vid. Hero dot 


lib., lit 


1 Dio, et Start, in vita Adrian, 




INTRODUCTION 


°<3 




the Ceffion of Mefop 


if A dr 


took 


Pleafure to contract, as Traj 
tend, the Dominions of the Empire 


Hov 


ever, he kept up ftridt 


Difcipl 


Army•, promoted all his Officer 
of Meric onlv 4 , and liberally i 


Score of Meric onlyand liberally 
every great Adlion 


ded 


He was fuch a Lover of 


Travelling, 


that 


m ad 


Tour 


all the 


edtins what 



Countries in theEmp 
amifs, and encouraging and (haring all the pub¬ 
lic Diversions. He built feveral Temples in 
differents Parts of the World, and called them 
by his own Name*, with aDefign (as a famous 
Author f pretends) to give them for Chu 


the Chrifti 


But, as there is but little Ground 


ftianity 
pleafe 


Adrian fo great a Favourer of Chri 


Story 


calculated to 


Chriftians , as fondly imagined it a 


«« & hty Honour to their Religion, to have it 
countenanced by the Great Men of the World, 
and (imported by the fecular Power. The 1 ruth 


is 


Traj an, an adlive Prince 


and 


Defender of the Pagan Faith and the Religion 
by Law eftabliffi’d, had perlecuted the Chriftians 
and other Diffenters : But Adrian, being of an 
eafier Temper, tolerated all religious Sedts, and 
preferred Peace, both at Home and Abroad, to 


every other Confideration. In his private Cha 
radter, he was courteous and humane, a good 


Comp 


and a hearty Friend. JElius Vet 


was appointed for his Succeffor, but he did 


long furvive his Adopt 


adopted A: 


After him Adrian 
afterwards firnamed Pius., 


^ Spart 

f La?np 


Entrop 


C + 


upon 
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upon Condition 
Marcus Antonim. 


that A 


fliould adopt 


Philofopher, and L 


Vents the Son of JElius Vents deceaf 


Thefe 


Antoni 
Pius , 


inns 


o were afterwards Emperors both together. 
Antoninus Pius was a Prince, whofe Character 

fhort of that of Trajan. He reduced 


the Britons , Moors , 


& 


Provinc 



and other 


to Subjection h . Pie di 


minifhcd the Taxes, and kept the Collectors of 
them witmn due Bounds: To fupply which 
Pendency in the Revenue, he retrenched the 
Salaries of fuch Officers, as were of no other 
Ufe in their Places but to receive their Pay, it 
being his ufual Saying, That nothing was more 
Jhameful , nothing more cruel , than for thofe Ver- 

who contributed nothin 7 

_ _ <3 


■min to gnaw the State 


to it's lucre aft 



their Labour, 


1 


He was 


beloved at Rome , and of great Authority 


with foreign Nations; though he was fo 0 _ 
a Lover of Peace, that he would frequently 
peat that Sentence of Scipio ; I had rather ft 

- . . . * # 1 .7 7 • 7 ▼ t J 


Citizen , than kill a thoufand E 


I 


the public 1 reafuries rich, but exhaufled his own 


Wealth by his 


he lay 


Liberality 


When 


his Death-bed, he fe 


Antoninus his adopted Son 
whofe Education 


for Marc 


and Succeffor, in 




and 


he had bellowed uncommon 


and recommended 


his 


Care the Government, and his Daughter Fau- 
rtm. Then he ordered the golden Image of 

which was always kept in the°Em- 
perol-’s Bed-chamber, to be carried into Mar* 



e Spart. in vit. JEB Per. 

pi to/. Eutrop. et Aur. Victor. 
* Idem ibid. Eutrop. L v-iii. 


2 


Jut 


’fan. J 


cus s 
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which, his Fev 
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in- 


cus's Apartment; 

creafing, he grew delirious, and in a few Days 
expired. 

Marcus Antoninus (who had married the 
Daughter of Antoninus Pius) and Lucius Vents , 
Son-in-law to Marcus by marrying his Daugh- 


Mas 


us 


and 


ter, held 


, ljiv Imperial uignity 
and were the firft two that reigned over Rome 
at one Time \ Marcus was very much addicted 
to the Study of Philofophy, but not to that 
degree, as to forget he was an Emp 

the Parthians.) 

again ft them, 
intent on Af~ 
ancl making fuch Laws. 


Di 


as Colle 


Rebellion breaking out among 



O- - -- 


Lucias undertook an E 
while Marcus continued at Ron, 
fairs of Government. 


wholefom to the Comn 


e> 


kj 


When 


the Parthians were fubdued, the Title of Par- 
thicus was given to both the Emperors: Mar- 

nodeftly refufed it at firft, as he 

Vidory, but afterwards 


in 


had no Shar 

was prevailed on to accept it. Lucius has but 
an indifferent Charader given him by Hiftori- 

who report, that he devoted himfelf great- 
0 Sloth and Debauchery, efpecially while 
he refided in Syria ; committing the Care of 



the War to his Lieutenant-Generals 


But 


Marcus winked at his Son-in-law’s Failings, and 
endeavoured to make Compenfation for them 
by his own extraordinary Diligence andlnduftry. 

After the Conqueft of Armenia , Part hi a, and J 
Media n , Lucius returned to Rome, with great Pnrtbia , 
Reludancy, as he did not like to be fo near his and 

Media, 

u>t. in vit. JE1. Vcr. Capitol, in Mar. Antonin, et ^ 


vicm a 


! 



Eutrop. lib. viii. 


11 Jul, Capitol, in L, 


Cap 


Mar 


•op 


Brother, 




Marcus 

alone, 

A.D.171 
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Brother, whofe grave philofophical Mcsals were 


duel 


very agreeable 


Man of his loofe Con 


B 


When he had reigned eleven Years with 


he was 


fuddenly ill, when 


they were both together in the Chariot, of which 


Illnefs he foon died 


picion, that Marcus had poifoned him 


gave Rife to a Sufi 


Lacius 


defigned 


; becaufe 
to make the like Attempt 


againft Marcus °. 

Marcus being left foie Emperor, applied 1 
felf to the Adminiftration of Affairs with 


re- 


Ele quelled 


rebellious 


doubled Diligence. 

o 

Provinces, conquered the Perftans , recovered 
Mefopotamia , beat the Germans , after a great, a 
painful, and a calamitous War p ; and exerted 
all the Qualities of a brave Soldier, and a tem¬ 
perate and wife Governor. His Principles of 
Stoic Philofophy may be feen in his Works ftill 
extant. This is that Marcus of whom we find 
fuch honourable Mention in the enfuing Hifto- 
ry; and whofe pathetic Speech on his Death¬ 


bed 


Son Commodus 


is given by 

Herodian; To whom I fhall now admit the 
Reader, without detaining him with any longer 
Preamble; and referve whatever elfe may be 
neceffary to give him fufficient Light into the 
Roman Affairs, for my Notes on Herodian ; 
where each Circumftance worthy Notice fhall 


plained 


occafionally offers 


0 Vid. Dio. et Pbilojlrat. in vit. Herod. 


r Vid. Dio 


et Capit. in vjt. Marc'u Eutrop. lib. viii et Ajnmian. Mar- 


• » 


lib, xxxi . 


HERO 



HER 0 D I A Ns 

Hiftory of his own Times, 

O R 0 F 

The Empire after Marcus. 



T HE greateft Part of the Compilers of 

Hiftory, who have undertaken to renew 
the Memory of certain Tranfadtions of 
Antiquity, covetous of everlafting Fame, and 
fearing that Silence might bury their Names in 
Obfcurity by mingling them among the Vulgar, 
have had but very little Regard to Truth in 
their Narratives, provided they could but ob¬ 
tain the Chara&er of elegant and entertaining 
Writers; while they promife themfelves the 

ample Fruits of their Labours, in captivating 
their Readers with the Sweetnefs of the Narra¬ 
tion, be it ever fo fabulous; and are confident, 
no one will trouble himfelf to detedt their Fall- 
hood by a ftridt Examination into what they 
relate. Others, carried away by their own pri¬ 
vate 
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vate Piques, or to fliew their Hatred of Tyrants 
or exprefs their Flattery or Refpeft to Princes 
States, and even private Perfons, have, 

partial Force of Rhetoric, beftowed Encomiums 
exceeding all Credibility on Actions in them- 
f$lves trivial and contemptible. On the con¬ 
trary, I have, with great Care and Exadtnefs, 
compofed an authentic Hiftory of Tranfaftions’ 
not received by Tradition fi 
known, nor unattefted*, 
within the Compafs of modern Times 


but fuch as falling 


the Reader’s Memory : Nor 


* 


are yet 

prefume, be a difagreeable Amufement to Po- 
llerity, to be entertained with a Series of Fads, 
which are indeed the Productions but of a few 

Years, and yet fo numerous and important, 

that whoever lhall compare the whole Courfe 
of Time down from Augujlus , when the Roman 
State degenerated into a Monarchy, to the Reign 


of Marcus , he will not find in all 


prehending about 


Year 


iat Space 
fuch fre 


quent Revolutions of Government ; fuch 
Events of War, both inteftine and foreign; fuch 
Commotions of Nations fuch Deftru&ions of 

Cities, as well within our own Territory, as 
among the Barbarians ; fuch Earthquakes, and 
Peftilences; and Lives of Tyrants and Princes, 
abounding with a Variety of fuch incredible 
Circumftances, as have never, or at leaft very 
rarely, been mentioned in the Annals of pre¬ 
ceding Ages. Some of thefe enjoyed a long 


, a The Time from the 33d Year of Jugujhis Cafar's 
Life (which is properly the firlt Year of his Reign) to the 
Death of Lucius V crus (when Marcus remained foie Em¬ 
peror) will, on a qarcful Computation, be found to be 
$xa&ly zoo Years. 

Reign, 
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Reign; others were but occasional Sovereigns; 
nay, fo fleeting has the Honour been to fome, 
that they were only flattered with a momentary 
Title, and loft the Dignity the very Day they 
obtained it. For the Roman Empire hav¬ 
ing, in the Courfe of fixty Years b , been rent 
and divided among a greater Number of Po¬ 
tentates, than the Shortnefs of the Time feemed 
to require, it is no Wonder that fo little a 
Space has been crowded with a Multitude of 



Emperors of a more advanced Age, by the 
Advantage of a long Experience in Bufmefs, 
governed themfelves and their Subjects with 
greater Circumfpe&ion: On the other haAd, 
they who came very young to the Government, 
from a negligent unthinking Courfe of living, 
introduced no fmall Number of Innovations. 


Elence it was, that from different Ages and 
Principles arofe as great a Diverfity in their 
Inclinations and Purftiits. Of all thefe I defign 
to treat, following the Order of the Times, and 
the Suqceffion of the Powers. 


b From the laft Year of Marcus's Life (whence Herodlan 
begins his Hiftory) to the firft of Gordian's Reign (where 
he ends it) are upwards of 59 Years. c 


1 


I « « 


HERO- 

V 





B O O K I 


rip HE Emperor Marcus had feveral Daugh- 

ters, but only two Sons. One of thefe, 

whofe Name was Veriffimus , died in his* 
Childhood ; his furviving Brother, named Corn- 
modus, was brought up with uncommon Care: 

For his Father procured from all Parts, Men moft 

famous for Learning, whom he invited by no 

mean Encouragements from their own Coun¬ 
tries, in order to complete his Son’s Education. 
He likewife married his Daughters, as they 
came to Maturity, to the moft virtuous Mem¬ 
bers of the Senate : For not fuch as were moft 
illuftrious by a long fuccefllve Train of Ancef- 
tors, nor thofe who boafted of their immenfe 

Poflefftons , but they who excelled in a decent 
Deportment, and a fober Life, were by Marcus 
judged worthieft to be Sons-in-law to an Em¬ 
peror. Thefe Qualities he efteemed the true, 
unalienable Riches of tne Mand. And though 
Virtues of every kind fhared in his Regard, he 
was peculiarly fond of ancient Eruditionin 
which he arrived at fo great a Perfection, that 
he was inferior to none, either of the Greeks or 
Romans •, as many of his excellent Sayings and 

Writings, ftill extant, do fufficiently teftify. 
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To his Subjects he was a gentle and moderate 
Prince •, fo eafy of Accefs, that he ftri&ly for¬ 
bad his Guards to hinder any from approaching 
his Prelence. In a word, he was the only King 1 
that (hewed forth the Force of Philofophy, not 
by the Knowledge of Words and Sentences, 
but by a Dignity of Behaviour and a fober 

Life. 

The Age, in which this Prince flouriihed, pro¬ 
duced a great Number of wife and learned Men: 
For Subje&s are naturally zealous of imitating 
the Manners of their Sovereign. But as all 
the Actions of Marcus , remarkable for Brave¬ 
ry, Wifdom, and military Polity, both among 
the barbarous Northern Nations and the Inha¬ 
bitants of the Eaft, have been faithfully record¬ 
ed by many able Writers; I (hall coniine my- 
felf to the Narration of thofe Affairs, which have 
been tranfafted fince his Death in my own 
Times > mod of which I have feen and heard, 

a Heredia?! throughout the whole Hiftory but feldom 
ufes the W ord AvdKpd.7u^, which anlwers to the Latin, 
Jmperator, Emperor ; but generally calls the Sovereigns of 
Rome Bacri^st?, Kings. And, indeed, the Difference con¬ 
fided only in Fancy ; for though the Romans , under their 
Republican State, hated the very Title of Kings, yet their 
Emperors were full as arbitrary and defpotic, as the moll 
abfolute Monarchs of other Nations. Neverthclefs they 
fondly kept up the Title of Imperatores , as a Term they 
were more ufed to, it being that with which their An- 
ceftors had generally honoured the Chief Commanders of 
their Armies, and fometimes the Supreme Magiftrates of 
their State: For we lind the Term applied by their beft 
Writers to Civil Governors. Thus Salluji calls the two 
firft Confuls of Rome , Binos Imperatores , Etvo Emperors $ 
meaning no more, than two Perfons indued with fupreme 
Power. This I thought proper to premife, that the Englijh 
Reader might not be furprized at fometimes meeting the 
Word King in the Courfe of the Hiftory. 

and 
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and in iome have myfelf had no fmall Share 

as 1 was employed in feveral Offices of Honour 
both in the Court and Government. 

A.D.180. When Marcus was advanced in Years, and 

worn out not only with Age, but the Fatigues 
of War, and Cares of State, he was feized in 
Pannoma with a violent Difeafe ; and as he had 
little Hope of Recovery, he beheld with Anxi¬ 
ety his Son juft entring on the Stage of Youth • 
and was afraid, the Impetuofity of Paffions fo 

common to that Time of Life, added to ’the 
arbitrary and unreftrained Power he was o- 0 i n o- 
to polTefs, when in his Orphan-State, mio-ht ca£ 
ry him away from the Purfuit of laudable Stu¬ 
dies, and give him up to Diflolutenefs and De¬ 
bauchery. For the Minds of Youth are but too 
eafdy diverted from the Paths of good Inftruc- 
tion, and fink into the fatal Gulph of Plea- 
fures. Many Inftances occurred to the Empe- 

ror (as he was a Man well read in Ancient 
Hiltory) of Princes who took the Reins of Go¬ 
vernment when young; and the Remembrance 
of thole encreaied his Apprehenfions. He 

thought on Dionyftus \ Tyrant of Sicily , a Man 


,.!’ T h « e were two of this Name, Father and Son, both 

alike in the Vraoufnefs of their Morals, but very different 

in Valour and Succefs, The Father flourifhed J . .1.. 


Time 


reigned about thirty-eight Years'! and'died^'natural Death* 

for any thing that is certain to the contrary. His Son (the 
Vmyjms here meant, held the Tyranny but twelve Years • 

•°!_ s ”'7 bani Jh’d to Corinth, came againit him 

into W,,, while he was aofent, and with only two Tranf- 

of the Tflnnd 66 D ^ ay / tlme > entred hracufe, the Metropolis 
ot the Iiland, and foon reduced all that Part of Sicily that 

was iinder the Dominion of the Tyrant. Dionyjius after- 

SMSSS.*”**» -41 . -• 


abandoned 




O M M O D U 



abandoned to Intemperance 



and 


lly 


det 


after new Scenes of expenfive Pleafures 

SuccelTors of Alex an 


Pie reflected too on 


•, who, by their Haughtinefs and Violence 

:ir Subjefts, difgraced that Power with which 
had invefted them 

afeend his 


Sifter’s Red 


Ptolemy went fo far 


as 


in direbt Violation 


of the Laws of the Mace dons and Greek 


tig onus, to imitate 


An- 

God Bacchus , inftead of 


the Macedonian d Gaujia and Diadem, was crown’d 

This hitiIt he underftood of Sifters l,y both Father and 


Mother 


Mai 


b} 


11 it, her Broth 
the Raftern N 
Inftance) but v 


(of 


W*, could hardly be a Strang 
piobable, that the Ptolenty here 


Herodian , as he 

■T. It is 


P I X 7 - - - - — x uexe meant 

Ptisltmxm Ceramm, cldeft Son of ?t a l mrslls £„„„ 
named The Saviour, whn ai _ > * X * 


fur- 


General 


and, after his Death, the firft King of Snpt. The ororv 

and_ others rtms thus: Ptolasy the Sa^ioJ had, by^his 
j it Eurydice, Ptolcmaus Ceraunus , and a Daughter named 

Ar f m * > and by his other Wife Berber P,„/° d , , 


ther. 


, O— —V j V V 

by his Father before 

hereditary 


had 


e> 


A r " n ' . x>ru- 

/lrfmoe, Ceraunus s Sifter, was fir ft married to UR. 
another of Alexander s Generals, King of Ehrtn 


1 

Lyjimach 


had 


After the 


Widow; which Match, Herod 


xsr of ,he Uwi a t Macedo “ ; -a 

byp;. a “d Mo “ was own Erother to *** bo:h 

1 fn c Cau J ta was a kind of Bonnet, or rather Hat with 

Ct s7!’ WOrn t0 Sfrom 

being Sms.hum,, as the Etymon of the Word feems to im- 

D 


with 
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with Ivy, and for a Sceptre carried a Thyrfus c . 
But he was molt alarmed at the more modern 
Examples, whofe Memory was ftill frefh in his 
Mind •, the Wickednefs of Nero, who murdered 
his own Mother, and made himfelf a ridiculous 

Spectacle to the People •, and the Audacity or 
Bomilian , who proceeded even to the laft Ex¬ 
tremes of Cruelty. The Ideas of fuch Tyran¬ 
nies as thefe diffracted his Mind, and kept him 
fluctuating between Hopes and Fears. Befides, 
the neighbouring Germans gave him no fmall 
Uneafinefs; whom he had not yet entirely fub- 
dued, but only had perfuaded fome of them in¬ 
to his Alliance •, others he kept in Awe by the 
Terror of his Arms ♦, and many had fled, and 
lay for the prefent quiet in their Retreat, dread¬ 
ing the Prefence of fo great a Monarch. Of 
thefe he had flirong Sufpicions, that, holding his 
Son’s Youth in Contempt, they would, after his 
Deceafe, refume their former Hoftility: For 
the Barbarians are naturally fond of raiding Dif- 
turbances upon the moft trifling Occafions. 
Thus toffed in a tempeftuous Sea of Cares, he 
called together his Friends, and as many of his 
Relations as were with him ; and his Son beins T , 
brought before them, when they were all af- 
fembled, he raifed himfelf gently on his Bed. 
and began in this Manner. 

Speech of “I am not at all furprized to find you thus 

Marais. « fe.nfibly touched at the unhappy Condition in 

“which you fee me involved; for there is a 

“ certain Sympathy in human Nature, mov-* 

% 

e The Thyrfus was a Spear wrapt round with Vine and 
Ivy Leaves; which the Prieftefies of Bacchus carried in 
Proceflion before his Image, in their mad Orgies at his 
Fdtivals called by the Romans , Bacchhialia. 

“ ing 


i 



COMMO 



U 




to compalTionate the Diffreffes 


“ mg Men 

2 t A Clr Bre . thi ' en » efpecially when they are 

« a ftron^er Cl ^ Mifery ' Bt,t 1 ^ fti « 

„ * r °" ger ? a,m t0 your Affeftion; for from 

onfcioufneis 0 f my own tender Regard 


cc 


for your Well 


pe6t a fuitable Retui 


I have juft Reafon to ex- 


Time 


of Friendlhip 


The 


CC 


both for me to experi 


the Honour and Refpedc I have fo 


cc 


the 


CC 


bellowed on you, not thrown away on tn 

fui Return, that you are not tmmindfol 

the Favours conferred. Behold my Son 

whom yourfelves have educated, iuft 7 



cc 


the Voy 


of louth, and, like a Veftel 


perilous Sea, needing the Dire&ion of 


ntilful Pilots: left, for 


want 


of Exp 


CC 


cc 


cc 


on b th d eT 

Let him find in you many Parents, to com 

penfate the Lofs of one in me 

him and always help him with WUU1 . 

Counfels: For neither is an immenfeMaf 


Be 

your whol 


ot Wealth fufticient 
ot a Tyrant j nor is 


fupp 


the Exceftes 


any Safety for 


CC 


CC 


cc 


Pnnce in the Multitude of his Guards, u - 

S he alfo rule in the Hearts of his Peool 

S* tl”?”“? Iitd r» »»y 


e. 


and happy R 


who aim not at ex- 


“^ gT ? rrorb 7 . th - ei r Cruelty, but at being 


tD 


and amiable in Goodnels 


cc 


C n L‘ n , . -x ui UUL Uie 

bubjects who are Slaves through Neceffity, 
• I f are won b y Kindnefs, and charm’d 


Obedience 


may be judged loyal with- 


cc 


Suipicion of Fraud or Flattery • and only 

I ■npvforrn,^ J * fo, . J 


fuch perfevei 


in their Duty of doing or 


D 


2 


fufferins 

w 
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His Death. 
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fuFering for their Kin 


whatever is required 


nor do they fall away from their Alleg 

except they are driven to it by Violence and 
Indignities. 

inverted with unlimited Power 


It is extremely hard, for Men 


$ 


to moderate 
their Defires, and fet Bounds to their Paflions. 

By repeating to him thefe and the like ufeful 
Admonitions, and often reminding him of 


44 what he now hears, 




you 


not only pi 


ife and 


yourfelves, and all his other Subjefts 


c c 


the bert and mod 


thy Sovei 


but alfo pay 
Tribute to my 


44 Memory, which by thefe Means, and thele 
4£ alone, it is in your Power to make immortal.” 

^ As he fpake thefe laft Words, a fudden 
Faintnefs fupprefied his Voice; and, through 


Weaknefs 


of 



he funk down 


again in the Bed. The melancholy Occafion 
very deeply aftedted all who were prefent; fome 


whom could not contain their Grief 


but 


ented it in 


] 


Nor did he 


furvive the Relapfe longer than one Night and 
Day ; and then with great Tranquillity breathed 
his laft; leaving behind him a deep Sorrow for 
nis Lofs among thofe of his Time, and an ever- 
lading Memory of his Virtue to Pofteritv. 

1 TT1 1 -A _ J 




the Report of the Emp 
fpread, the whole Army, and 


Death 


People then pi 


were equally affedled 


News. Nor were there any through^ aJ 
Roman }u ril'd idtion, who received the me 


ncholy Tidin 
• * — 


with one V 


G 


Emperor 
?rnk and 


Tears; but all, as 
him ; fome called 
an experienced and 
a wife and mode¬ 
rate 
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rate Governor-, nor was one of them miftaken in 
his Appellation. 

After a few Days fpent in the Funeral of his 
Father, his Friends thought proper to prefent 
the young Prince to the Army, that he might 
make a Speech to the Soldiers, and diftribute 

Money amongft them, as was cuftomary for 
thofc who fucceded to the Empire ; and by li¬ 
beral Largefles f attach them to his Interell 

f Tho 1 Commadus had been made Au^ujlus, and taken in¬ 
to Partnerlhip of the Empire by his Father, after the Death 
of Lucius Ferns his Uncle; it was nevertheless cuftomarv 
to di(tribute Money among the Soldiers and People, when 
the Sovereign came to the fcle Command of the Empire 
The Largefles to the People were called Congiarics, and 
tliofe to the Soldiers Donatives. Dio mentions, as the 
ufual Sum of a Congiary, 1 40 Drachmas , or, as the Ro¬ 
mans called them, D criers : For tho’ the Attic Drachma 
was anciently lefs than the Reman Denarius, yet Bud crus is 

certainly right in making them the fame, at leaft after the 
twelve Ccrfars \ for what the Latin Writers call Denarius , 
the Greek Hiftorians, of the Time of our Hiftory, exprefs by 
Aeccxpri. So that the Drachm and Denier are fynonymous. 
The mod ufual Donative was 3000 Denicrs, 7 . e. "almofl 
94/. of our Money, to each Man; .whereas the cuftom* 

ary Congiary was but 4/. js. 6 d. to each. But the Sums 
of both were arbitrary, and varied according to the Fancv 
of the Emperor. Thus Julius Capitolinas allures us, that 
when Marcus .and Vcrus came to the Imperial Dignity! each 
Soldier received a Donative of 20,000 Seficrccs , in our Mo¬ 
ney above 156 /. And Lampridius fays, Commodus once gave 
a Congiary to the People, of 725 Deniers to each, about 
22 /. 13 s. 1 d. Nor will this be thought incredible, if we 
conflder the great Extent of the Roman Power under the 
Emperors, what immenfe Revenues they extorted from all 
their Provinces by their Stewards and Collcftors, and the 
large Sums arifing from the Profcription of their Officers, 
Nobility, and Gentry ; all whofe Lives and Fortunes were 
at the defpotic Difpofal of their Emperors; and upon their 
Conviftion, nay, upon the lighteft Sufpicions of Treafon,. 
their Effe&s were often immediately feized and confhhued. 

d 3 
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Orders were therefore given, for them. . 

femble m the Field appointed ; where Cmnmodu 

appeared, and having performed the ufual Di 


Service 


ht mounted the Tribunal, ereded 
lor that- Purpofe in the midfl of the Camp ; 

and his Earner’s Friends, Men of great Wifdom 


and Eloquence, {landing round 

to the^Army in Words like thefe 
Speech of “ That your Sorrow 


he fpake 


Lofs is not in the leafl inferior to mv 

Kit*- ~ Am _ 11 1 J 


deplorable 


but that we all endui 


qnal Share of 


C 


common Calamity, is a Truth, of which I am 
nrmly perfuaded. For all the Time of mv 
dear Father’s Life, I never behaved myfelf as 
your Superior. He loved us all with equal 


Ah 


and was 


o a 


“ mg me his Fellow-Soldier than his Son 


tys more fond of call 

The 


i i 


he looked upon only as an Appellation 


• * 


c 


oi Nature; the former he 


mumcation of V 


teemed a Com 


fant, he would often take 


When I 


In 


rne in his Arms 


it 


and commit me into your Hands, as a Pledge 
o that great Fruit he repofed in you. Hence 

L ha . Ve , t™* ® ional Hopes of Iharing in 


AfFedions 


ped the Tendernefs of 1 


From the Elders I may 




P 

of my Schoolfellows-in-Ai 

ther loved you, all 
up in every kind of 


x ciiucmeis or i utors to their Pu- 
Younger I may addrefs by the Title 


For my Fa 
and trained yoi 
After him. Pro 


vidence has given you me for your Sovcrei 


« 


n 


it 


claiming 


Dignity by the precarious 


r>! i r a j . o " V J ^ 

ignt of Adoption (as former Emperors) and 


“ fi 


receiving the Government as a new-Aca 

I was born your Prmc q 


fitiori 


- 



m R 


and even 


my Swadling-bands 




wrar-t 

a 
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a wrapt me in Honours above the Rank of private 
cc Perfons; the Imperial Purple received me from 
“ the Womb; and the Sun at the lame Inftant 
u faw me both a Man and a Sovereign. Reflect 
“ on thole Circumftances, and you cannot but 
c ‘ love me, as an Emperor, not given, but born 
“ to you. My Father has loar’d £ into Heaven, 

4 6 and is now an Attendant and Afleflbr to the 
u Gods: To us is committed the Care of Men, 
44 and the Adminiftration of earthly Affairs. 
44 Thefe to direft and confirm is your Work, 
“ by extinguilhing the Remains of War with 
44 your wonted Valour, and extending the Ro - 
a man Empire even to the Bounds of the O- 
44 cean. This will procure you lading Glory, 
44 and pay the mod grateful Acknowledgement: 
44 to the Memory of our common Father; whom, 
* c tho’ abfent, you are to believe a Flearer of 
<c what we fay, and an Infpedor over all our 
44 Adions : And happy let us efteem ourfelves, 
44 in having fuch a Witnefs of our virtuous 
44 Deeds. Hitherto the Succefs of your Arms, 
44 and Courage, may be referred to his great 
44 Wifdom and Experience in War; but what-' 
44 ever you fhall atchieve under my Command, 
cc will be attributed to your own Fidelity 
44 and Valour : Hence you will iupply the 
£C Authority wanting to my Youth, by your 
44 own Virtue; you will, at the Beginning of 
44 a new Government, keep the Barbarians in 
44 their Duty; fupprefs their Contempt of my 
44 weak Age for the prefent *, and, from the 

s This alludes to the Cuftoin of letting the Eagle fly 
from the Top of the Funeral-Pile, at the Deification of the- 
deceafcd Emperors; as largely deferibed by our Author at 
the Beginning of the Fourth Book. 

D A. 

n 


<£ dreadful 




A 

cc 

it 

■ 


dreadful Remembrance of what they 


dy felt, prevent their raifin. 

Difturbances.” 


any futur 


, -^der Commodns had ended his Speech, and 
Dy the Donation of large Sums of Money made 
the Army his own, he returned to the Palace. 
Ana for fome little Time Matters were well 

carried on by the Counfels of his Father’s 

Friends j who were every Day with him, and 

continually advifing the beft Meafures of Go¬ 
vernment : Nor did they give him any longer 
Intervals from public Allairs, than what they 
judged requifite to preferve the due Tempera¬ 
ture of his Body by innocent Recreations. But 
it was not long ere fome fervile Courtiers in, 
finuated themfelves into his Prefence, and en¬ 
deavoured to poifon the Morals of the youno- 

Prmce. A Set of Table-Flatterers, who mea* 

ured Happinefs by Luff and Appetite, were per¬ 
petually hinting to him the Delicacies of Rome ; 

enumeiating the charming Sights, the captivating 

Sounds, with all that rich Profufion of various 
Plenty; and at the fame Time complaining 
that he murdered all the Time lie fpent on the 
Banks of the Danube, in a Soil unfruitful, parch¬ 
ed with intolerable Frotts, and eternally buried 
under Mountains of Snow. “ When, fay they, 

“ Wli ' our Royal Matter leave off drinking Wa- 
‘ ters dug out of frozen Rivers; while others 

“ en J°y c l ie Pleafures of warm Fountains and 
“ cool Streams, and the peculiar Bleffings of 
that temperate Air, of which no Part of the 
, World b « Italy can boaft ?” With fuch al- 

uring Suggeftions, they eafily excited in the 
loutn a ftrong Delire to taft the Pleafures they 
*° rolled. He fern for his Friends, and told 

them, 



them, 


COMMODUS 

had a great Inclination t( 


i 


fee h 


o 


Country : But being alhamcd to confefs 
Reafon of this fudden Altei 


tended he was apprehenfive that home one of 
wealthieft Patricians h might in his Abfence 

thence, as from a ftrong Citadel, having col- 

° De¬ 


take Pofieffion of the Imperial Palace 


ledled fufficient Forces, might declare 


fi 


fc> 


and feize upon the Sovereignty. That 
hard Matter, in fo populous a City, 
proper Number of chofen young Men 


to 


indicate his Pretenfions 


While 





under thefe fpecious Pretexts 


Youth couched his Sentiments 


wardly fhock 
down their Heads 


reft were in* 


they heard, and hung 


Sorrow and Silence 


But 


elated 


Pompeianus (who was the oldeft of them all, and 

’ 1 to the Emperor by marrying his eldeft 

Silter) made the following Reply. 

„ “ f 18 f ° r US t0 b ^ ieVe ’ Son Speech of 

and my Matter, that you long after your na- Tompeia- 

1 tlve Country • fince we ourfelves are touch’d im5, 

“ with the like Defirc of feeing our Families 


But 


Duty to our Soverei 


and the 


important Service our Country demands 

h The Patricians , fiddly taken, fignified only thofe 

who were the Descendants of the firft hires, or Senator* 
created by Romulus. n • ^ ~ - * 


, . .’"r* ■ k,w/CJ Confeript /, Confcritt fathers 

was the common Tick of Refpcft, with which each Meml 

oer, when he made a Snr-prli *AArc.a' 0 A -l.i rr 


Houfe 


rhe Term at fail was given to fuch as from the 
Orders of the Citizens were enrolled, or cmfcriM, a; 

the Senators to fill up their Number; which in tht 
Age of the Commonwealth was 300, but afterwards 
Number became vague and arbitrary. For Cicero 1 p, 
red,t) mentions 510. Julius C, c Jar fwell’d them to abot 

(000; but Augujlus reduced them to the forme; Numb 


(P°fi 


u 


US 



lo 
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^ us in thefe Parts, juftly claim the firft Place 
in our Willies, to thefe we poftpone all pri- 
C4 vate Ccnfiderations. You will hereafter be 
<c bleft, the greatefl Part of your Life, with a 
“ fecure Enjoyment of whatever is defirable at 
c£ Plome: And in the mean time, wherever the 
Emperor is, there is Rome. But to leave a 
“ War unfinilhed, is a Step as dangerous as dif- 
44 honourable 7 by which we fhall give new Spi- 
44 rits to the Barbarians; who will immediately 
64 conclude, we are not invited Home by the 
Love ot our Country, but driven hence by 
<c the Fear of our Enemies. On the contrary, 
* c how glorious will be your Return, when, hav- 
“ mg conquered all the Nations of the North, 
and bounded your Empire with the Ocean, 
£C you fhall enter your City in Triumph, while 
cc letter’d Captives fhall follow your Chariot, 
44 and barbarous Kings and Deputies grace the 
44 Proceffion 1 ’Twas thus the Romans of former 
44 Ages made themfelves Great and Illuftrious. 
44 1 ou have no Reafon to fear, that while you are 
44 abfent, any one at Home will create Difturb- 
44 ances: For you have with you the nobleft of 
44 the Senators; the whole Military Power is 
44 prefent, and ever ready to defend the Rights 
44 ol their Emperor j the Treafuries of the royal 
44 Revenues are here alfo*, and the dear Memory 
44 of your departed Father cannot fail of con- 
44 firming to you the inviolate Faith and good 

44 AfFe&ion of all, who under you fill any Poll 
44 of Honour or Authority.” 

Pompei&nus, by this Speech, endeavoured to 
encourage the Youth to the Purfuit of better 

Meafures *, and it was forcible enough to put 

a prefent Stop to his Inclinations. For Comma- 

dus , 
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u s 


dus 


1 7 


d at the old Man’s Words, and unable 
to make any reafonabie Reply, difmiired the 
Council with telling them, he would refled on 
what had been laid, and take a longer Time to 
conf.der of it. But. his Minifters and Syco- 


phants eternally hanging upon 
communicated his Defigns to his Friends 


aving difpatchcd I 


and diftributed 


but 


Government on the Banks of the 


Danube 


he thought proper, and commanded them 


His 


guard againft the Inroads of the Barbai 

the necelTary Orders to decaniD 
. faithfully discharged their Dmy, and 
in a fliort lime reduced by Arms the greatell 
Part of the Barbarians to his Subjedion: and 


he 

Officers 


by valuable Confidei 

his Alliance 


afily brou 


i « T Bor the Barbarians, be- 

ing by Nature exceffively fond of Money, and 

efpifers of Dangers, either maintain themfelves 

y ncurfions and Rapines, or comply with the 
hrit Overtures for a venal Peace, provided the 

Rui chafers bid up to the Price of it 


Commodu 

any R 


Which 


did 


and willing to buy Eafe 


nothing they demanded 


want Money, refilled 


When the Report of his intended Departure 

r™ a ° road ’ , there a great Hurry and Con- 

iufion throughout all the Camp. Every one was 

willing to go with him, to be freed from the 


tedious War, and enjoy the De 

But when Mef- 

X the 


Trouble of 

lights and Diverfions of Rome 

fengers arrived at the City, proclaimh, 
Ernper or s Return, the Roman People were 

joyed at the News, and conceived great Hopes 

ot the Good they were to reap from their young 

Sovereign s Reiidence among them; for they at 


one 


C* 
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once concluded, the Son inherited the Father’s 
Virtues. Commodus performed his Journey with 
a juvenile Hafte; he ran through the intermedi¬ 
ate Cities, and every where met with the Recep¬ 
tion of aKing, all the People celebrating his Ap¬ 
pearance with Mirth and Feftivity, and behold¬ 
ing him with Eyes which feemed to exprefs their 
Loyalty and good Affedions. When he came 
within a few Miles of Rome, the whole Senate, 
and all the Inhabitants of the City, without any 
regard to Order or Quality, each driving to 
be foremoff, ran out to meet him, carrying 
Laurels, and all kinds of Flowers the Seafon 
afforded; every one going as far as he was able, 
pleafed with the Thoughts of feeing and wel¬ 
coming Home their young illuftrious Emperor. 
For they fincerely longed to fee him, as he 
was a Prince born and bred amongft them i 
and defcended in the third Degree from a Fa¬ 
mily allied to the Throne and Senate. By his 
Father’s Side, he fprang from the moil illuftri¬ 
ous of the Senatorian Order. His Mother, 
Fauftina , the late Emprefs, was the Daughter 
of Antoninus Pius , and Grand-daughter to A- 
drian by the Woman’s Side, and referred her 

Lineage up to Traj an her Great-grandfather. 
Thus noble was Commodus by Extraction. And, 
befides the fprightly Bloom of his Youth, his 
His Beau- Form was truly amiable. In his Body appear’d 
ty " a juft Symmetry of Parts •, in his Face was vi¬ 
able the Majefty of Manhood, attempered with 
the Softnefs of Beauty j his Eyes were vivid 
and fparkling •, his Hair naturally curled, and 
of fo bright a Yellow, that, whenever he walk’d 
in the Sun, it glittered like Fire, emitting Sparks 

of Light fo quick, that fome conjedured, as he 

went. 
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went, his Head was fprinkled with the Filings 
of Gold 1 ; others, of a more fuperftitious Call, 
accounted for it by a fupernatural Power l'ome 
heavenly Luftre, they laid, came with him in¬ 
to the World, and fettling on his Head, from 
thence diffuled its Rays of Divinity. Add to 
all this, the bloomy Down on his Cheeks, re- 

fembling the Soltnefs of Beds of Flowers. Thus 
charmed at the Sight of fo beautiful a Sovereign, 
the Romans received him with all poflible De- 
monftrations of Joy, decking his Pafs with 
Garlands, and ftrewing the Ground with Flow¬ 
ers. When he rode into the City, and had 
vifited firft the Temple of Jupiter , and after¬ 
wards thofe of the other Deities in Order., and 
returned the Senate and Soldiers left at Home 
his Thanks for their Loyalty and faithful Ser¬ 
vices, he retired to the Imperial Palace. 

For a tew Years he fhewed great Refpeft for 
his Father’s Friends, and did every thing as 
their Counfels directed ; but when he came to 
take the Direction of Affairs into his own 
Hands, he made Perennius , an Italian , Prefell 
ot his Camps k ■, a Perion of a military Charadler, 

1 Yellow Hair was efteemed fo beautiful among the Ro~ 

mans, that their Beaux ul'ed to powder their Hair with 

Gold-dull:. This Capitolinas afferts of the Emperor Vents. 

c i re belli us mentions the fame Cullom in the Life of Galli - 

t'nus; and Lampridius exprelsly affirms, that Com modus ufed 
the fame Art. 

k As the Mention of the Roman Officers very frequently 
occurs in Hiftory, a Ihort Account of their feveral Ranks 
and Titles may not be thought improper. The Officers 

of the Army were Decurions , Centurions, Tribunes , Pra- 
fefts. Legates , and Praters. 

The Decurions were Officers of Horfe, fo called from 
their having the Command of a Decury, or ten Men, the 

third 




third part of a Troop. The Number of Troops in a Le 
gion was generally ten. P a 

Centurions fometimes commanded a Century which rnm. 
motily confined of one hundred Foot. But the Term 

was nnh r r r UL UiC i CrlH 

y; for we read of Centu- 


. J-A1XO.UV 

Horfe in Cicero, Philip 


Author, Nor were tinT ‘captain ?l 

Hundreds* as the WnrH imnli*>o. __ . * 


p z i • , — ,™ r * vu co: 

or Rank, which was half a Maniple, anc 
fixty Men, was often headed by Centurion 


¥ " - 

contained but 

The princi- 


Legion was called Primipilus uron 
capon ufed by his Company) and Prim 

ft Cmtgm or DuSor Ordinis prim, Lcade, 

rr ' j Cm }' tJie Charge of the Eagle o: 

tai:( lwd: But that he was ftyled Prefed of the he 

ome Antiquarians affert, feems to be a Miftake 


of the firj ? 


ft all prefently 
'.'Tribunes of Soldiers were at fir ft but 


chofen, pai 
the People. 


Legion. They 


after- 


Martial 


decide 


hed and tins Watch diipofel The' 

Watch-word; to calhire Cohorts, when neceffary “to tike 
care the Army was well victualled; and to keen’the Sol 
diets obedient to Command. Their CommiHioS was but' 


Moderns 


p 

certain) 


Juvenal, Sat vil. f 89 


rnni^V 1 T DUt Months - After which they 
. “IIT f. Daa i r or Centurion, but were 


cfcclli) 


m * 


J —IV W. x. ! 

to be explained. 

The Uo-.nmt Legion cor.lilted of ten Cohorts • but the 

y/S f ~»P»W « Cohort was ver,’ variott 
rhitanb (in Romaic) aflerts, the Legion at fir ft UA |w 


make. 


from 200 to 400 Horfe 


. a Legion fometimes conM of ^zooMen Polybiur 
1 ft. i. the Complement of a Legion in the firit Punic 


War 
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feminacy and Voluptuouinefs. He kept from 
him the Cares and Toils of Government and 
took upon himfelt the whole Adminiftration of 

Affairs. He had an infatiable Third: after 

* 

War was 5200 Infantry, and 200 Cavalry : But the lame 
Author allures us, lib. iii. that the ordinary Number 
did not exceed 4000 Foot and 200 Horle ; which fee ms 
to be corroborated by Julius Ctefar, Comment lib. v. 
who tells us, two of his Legions at that Time did not 
make above 7000 Men. Each of the ten Cohorts in a 
Legion was commanded by a Prefeft, an Officer not much 
unlike a modern Brigadier. Befides thefe, there was a 
P ref eft of the Legion (as Alexasider ah Alexandra rightly 
obferves, lib. vi. c. 20.) who commanded in Chief when 
his Legion was detached from the main Army. This Of¬ 
ficer was frequently called Dux Legion is ; Leader of the Le¬ 
gions. Thus the fame Gradation, that Salluf , Bell. Cat. 
obferves, when, fpeaking of Petreius , he fays, He had been 
for thirty Tears either a Tribune, a Prefect, a Legate, 
or a Pretor, is kept up by Spartian in his Life of Niger , 
who was (fays the Author) a ‘very good Soldier, a fingular 
Tribune, an excellent Leader, a moft fevere Legate, re- 
notable Conful: In which Defcription the Term Dux is 
ufed for Prafeftu <. The fame Spartian a little before 
cites a Letter of Marcus the Emperor, in which he writes; 

I have made him [Niger] a Tribune t voice, and -veil!foon malic 
him Dux; by which he meant Prcfcft of a Legion. There 
was like wife a P ref eft of the Pretor ians or Life-Guards , an 
Officer of great Authority ; who was always cliofen from 
the Equeilrian Order, till Titus filled that Poll under Iris 
Father Vfpa fan, as we are told by Suetonius, in Tito, and 
Pliny, in the Preface to his Natural Hijlory , dedicated to 
Titus. But the Prefects inverted with the greateft Power 
were the P ref efts of the Gamps. This Port was firfl infti- 
tuted in the l ime of the Ivings, as we find in Dionyf Ha- 
Hearn, lib. iv. where he mentions the Prefefts of the Camps 
of Tarqum. The Office of thefe Prefers was anciently, 
to mark out a proper Place for the Camps; to regulate the 
Tents and Baggage ; to fee proper Care taken of the Sick; 
with many other important Charges, collected by Vegetius y 
lib. ii. c. io. But under the Emperors their Power was 
extravagantly great, being generally lodged in the Prcfcft 



22 


HERODIAN. Book L 

Riches •, and though he was ever adding to the 
Bulk of his Poffefiions, he was perpetually 
grafping after more. He began to calumniate 
the Friends of the late Emperor; and thofe 


of the Pretorians: So that thefe two Prefectures are often 
confounded in Hillory; 

The Legates were chofen to affift the Commander in 
Chief, whether Pretor or Conful ; as the Mafter of the Horfe 

was an Affiftant to the Dictator. They were fent at the 
Head of great Detachments on important Services, and 
commanded the whole Army in the General’s Abfence. 

They cannot be better exprefled in Englijh, than by the 
Term of Lieutenant-Generals . 

The Pretors were military Governors of Provinces, and 
Confequently had the chief Command of the Armies in the 
refpeftive Countries where they prefided. Thefe, before 
the Times of the Emperors, were ftyled fometimes Pratores , 
fometimes by a more general Title, bn per a tores. 

As the Roman Conftitution was chiefly Military, the Of¬ 
ficers of the Civil Government were diftinguiffied by the 
fame Titles as thofe in the Army; which makes it nccef- 

fary to add a Word or two concerning them in the fame 
Order. 


Romulus divided his Citizens into three Tribes ; each of 
which he fubdivided into ten Curia, or Wards. Thefe 
were again fubdivided into Decuries ; and the Heads of 
thefe lalt were called Decurions. The Senators of the Ro¬ 
man Colonies had likewife this Title. Befides which, un¬ 
der the Emperors we read of Officers at Court called De¬ 
curions of the Palace , and others Decurions of the Ben- 
chamber. 


I find no Mention of any Civil Magiftrate, under the 
Title of a Centurion ; for the Alderman of every Curia or 
Ward was called a Curio , the Centuries being nothing but 

Hundreds fele&ed out of each Tribe to give their Votes at 
the Eleftion of principal Magillrates in the Campus Mar¬ 
tins ; which Elections were therefore termed Comitia Cen- 

turiata. 

Of the Tribunes of the Commons we have fpoken before 
in the Introduction. I ffiall only remark here, that they 
were affifted in their Judicial Office by Under-Magiftfates 
called JEdiles of the Commons ; whole Bufinefs it was to 

hiper- 
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who were richeft and of the belt Families, he 
endeavoured to render molt fufpeded *, that 
making them formidable to the young Prince, 
he might perfuade him to cut them off, and 


fuperintend Public Buildings, reftify Weights and Mea¬ 
sures, and fupprefs Diforders of Several Kinds. There 

were other Military ’Tribunes q vith Gonfdar Power, created 
to pacify the Commons when they hood up for their Share 
in the Confular Dignity : But when the Commons ob¬ 
tained the Privilege of having one of the Confuls chofen 
out of their Order, the Office of thefe Tribunes was foon 

discontinued. 


r I he Office of Prefed of the City , called alfo Cujlos urbis, 
Guardian of the City, was (according to Tacitus, Ann. vi. 
c. 11.) created by Romulus. The Intent of their Inftitution 
was, that no Difturbance might gain Head at Home for 
want of a proper Officer to rule the City during the Ab¬ 
sence of the Supreme Magi Urates. Livy mentions Some¬ 
thing of this kind, lib. iv. But Augufus Car far railed the 
Dignity to that degree, that Suetonius attributes the In¬ 
vention of this Prefecture to him. Tacitus and Eufebius 
both affirm, that Mejfala was the find Pref d of the City 
under Augufus ; but add, that he relinquiflied the Office 
a few Days after he had accepted it. The Power of this 
Prefect, under the Emperors, was very great, and extended 
to one hundred Miles from the City. Befides him tliei'e 
was another, called Praf dus oAgilum, Prefed of the Watch, 
to guard againft Thieves and Incendiaries. And as the 
general Term Prefed fignifies a Governor of any kind, 
we find it applied to feveral other Offices, too numerous 
and needlefs to be inferted here. 


The Title of Lc rates was given not only to Ambafiadors, 
but to Deputies or Vice-Governors under the Confuls, 
Pretors, CSV. Some of them had the Government of Pro¬ 
vinces thcmfi’lvcs in the l ime of the Emperors, as we Shall 
Shew in another Place. 


It remains only to fpeak of the Pretors. This Office, 


AEdiles curul 


cs 




(who were elefted out of the Nobility, and had the Care of 
the l emples, and the Infpeftion of public Games) was cre¬ 
ated in the Year of the City 39o, when the Plebeians firffi 
obtained a Share in the Confulate. The firft Pretor was 
chofen out of the Nobilhy ; but foon after the Commons 


E 


put 
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thereby give him an Opportunity and Power of 

The Youth was awed 


feizing their Fortunes. 


at fir ft by the Memory of his Father, and the 
Reverence he paid his Friends; but at length 
Fortune, as it were an evil Genius, fafeinated 
his Reafon, and pufir’d him on to Wickednefs, 
to which his modell: and courteous Difpofition 
had been hitherto averle : For there happened, 
in a little time, th 

4 Confpi- Luc ilia , the cldcll or all Comrnodus* Sifters, 
racy t° af } iac ] been formerly married to Lucius Vents, the 

J .-I /J* 4- /> w J 




following Incident. 


ffiffinate 

Cowno- 

dus. 


Emperor; whom Marcus had taken as his 
Partner in the Empire, and to ftrengthen the 
Alliance, had given him his Daughter, as the 
moft likely Cement of Concord and Amity. 
After the Death of Lucius , his Widow, who 


put in for their Share of the Honour, and obtained it. 
His Office was to auminiiler Juilice in the City during the 
Abfence of the Coniuls. About one hundred and ten 
^ ears alter, another Pretor was added, who was to take 
Cognizance of all Caules relating to Foreigners. The 
Number in procels ol Time was augmented to eight. Ju¬ 
lius Cajar, to plcafure his Favourites (as Dio relates, 1 . xlii.) 

made them ten, afterwards twelve, at lad fixteen, which 
Number Jugujius retained; and obliged his Succeffor Ti¬ 
berius to ftvear he would never exceed it. But Claudius 
increafed them to eighteen. Thefe Pretors not only were 
impowered to appoint Guardians for Pupils, to delegate 
Judges for criminal Matters and the Determination of 
private Caufes, but had alio the ordering of public Sports 
and Races; as may be plainly gathered from many Paf- 
fages in Juvenal. The Command of Annies, and the Go ¬ 
vernment of the Idler Provinces, was committed to the 
Pretors; who divided them by Lot, as the Confuls did the 
Provinces of greater Importance. The Pretor’s Tent in 
the Army, and his Judgment-Hall in the City, were called 
the Prartoriim ; which Appellation obtained ever after. 


thence called Prctoriaus. 


General or Emper 


ftill 



COMMOD 

m\\ 

lame Mariner 

living, was given by her Father 



S 



25 


A in the 


I in (band was 


7 ' * l T VyU 

had Commodus 




his Sifter's Honours 


2 leal 


She fcill fat 


rinse- 

O 


Imperial Throne in the Theatres, and kept 

flip n in'll Qrm-n L., "_r* 1 • 


up the ufual estate 


t) 


carried be 


Thi 


. 1 . •™ "'W A ^juuur, ana permit- 

tea to none but the lninem! Knmilv n r 1 

hnnlp t* 1 inf rF^ T) ... 1,.. 1 .1 • -r>.. „ * 1 


bable 

f 


queits beyondl the hup,rentes and Tigris, or mediately by 
the Greeks. Xenophon tells us of this Cullom amono the 

Pa '^'Z' f nd %? l l ltas Cur - i:;s > 1)1 his Defcription of Da- 

■'/w i March again!! Alexander , gives a beautiful Account 

■ 11 1 n 1 o a«■% 1 _ 


fac 


the 


7; “ 7" amiaL *»ore the ICing, as a lively Symbol 

the Duration and Bnghtacls of Jus Kingdom. ‘Hen- 


J. (V mh iVinmuiUb Micro- 

ttTA 1,,r f ls ,°ff A Fiacipal Defies adored 

y the l u-flans. Ana to holy was it deemed, that the 

I. _ 1 .<« - 




T> • ri 1 1 . —/ F,cw uuu cne 

i ueits who bore it, were commonly Ipared in a general 
Slaughter Hence the fame Author obferves (lib.viii.) 

. f the cy Jf an T when they formed a Stratagem of fur- 
prizing the Greek Ships at Artcmijhm under the Command 
oi Ihcmsjlodes , refolved to cut the Enemy ali off to a Man 

imrm a* ‘ 1.* 1 IN \ T \\ . r .9 


faying, 'EM ti p.,,% nYPOcroN sx0vyo>h C&yv&xu AW 
even a Mre-bearer Jbouhl efc/spr. 

It is extremely difhcult to conjecture, when the Cere¬ 
mony or carrying Fire was fid! introduced among the Ro- 

* mc£U1 die Fire here mentioned j for the Prana' 

/ * / n /1 1 * 


mans. 

bat Ulus, 


'J 


. S T - s ' 5 V , 

lib. 1 . among the honours of the Pretor, has no relation 
to the Ceremony we are fpeaking of, though falfely 
uppoied to be the fame by iome Commentators.. I do 
not remember to have met with any Mention of it in any 
Roman Writer befides pur Author, 'either in Greek or ij- 
tin; except in the Life of Marcus the Emperor, written 
by himfelf; where, fpeaking of the Pomp of a Court, 
among other Symbols of Empire he mentions Lamps j by 

Wt hi/' U ifllOMw.n.. . /. a! 1 "I T . - * 


Tacitus ) 


d Lijj\ 


a 


E 


z 


but 


2 b 
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Book I 


lore 


her, 




whenever ihc appeared in public! 
Commodus had taken a Wile, Crifpih 


and flic 



to claim 


the 
looked 



< 


upc 


is became the Confort of the reis 
t •, Lucilla was inwardly piqued 
paid to the new 
it as a Diminution 



and. 

own 


State. Tho* Hie conceived Thoughts of feezing 

U 0 

n the Imperial Dignity, die feared to commu- 
icate her Defigns to Pomfdamis her Hufband, 
nowing him to be too well a Reded to Commo¬ 
ns, to bear the leaf! Hint of fuch an Intention. 


of phi 


She therefore founded the Inclinations 
drains, a Youth of good Birth and Fortune, 
with whom fhe was fufpeded of fecretly carry¬ 
ing on a criminal Converfation; and continu¬ 
ally lamenting in his hearing the Indignities flit 


Differed, fhe at length impelled the young Man 
to enter into Mcafures fatal to himfelf and the 
whole Senatorial! Order: For, with fome of the 
principal Senators, he formed a Confpiracy 


prevailed 


Quint;anus, a young Man who 


alfo of the Senate,, and of a bold enterpi 

C l • + - 4* 

-i FA —_ c 


ing opint, 

and 



in his Bofon 



a 



lit Opportunity to aflaffinate the 

-tor • adding, that himfelf would take care 
to manage the reft, and fettle every thing by 

. Qiiiniian poked himfelf 
m the Railage to the Amphitheatre, which, bc- 

rmf. that the Fire meant was an A Fern binge of Lamps car¬ 
ried before the Imperial Family in Proceilions. His Words 

\\ . - • * - _ . 


pecuniary 



are: 


£ 


PO» c\.y.e: ojtojv, ju//;ts haiATrccocov Cj ctvogictVTcov Toik’V^s 

y r) — xcutm. A Man may live at Court - and not 

if. 


JL-amps, and liatnes. <i\ 

T-iiba-ye, 

( ♦ 


of Guards, nor Laticla*vian ViJ?. 



Apparatus of Pomp 


in°* 





C O M M O D U S. 

~ J 

mg fomewhat dark, he thought would favour 
his Attempt, and give him Time to get oif 


undetected. W 


a n: 


aked D 


ly a gain it 


the En- 


tAO 


and told him aloud, That 

to do was Ly the Direction 


Senate; but initead or giving th 

O O 


e im¬ 


mediate Blow, he took up fo much Time in 


intuiting 

O 


Words, and preienting the 


Weapon, that he was feized by the Guards, and 
fullered the juft Punifnment of his Imprudence, 

in rather declaring than executing his Dehorn 


-- 

by giving Tii 


be 


n by his own Information, and the Emper 
cfcape by being forewarned. 

was the firft Rife of that Hatred Co 


This 


ior thefe 


modus conceived again ft the Senate; 

Words funk deep into his Breaft, and he look¬ 
ed upon the whole Body of Senators ever after 
as his common Enemies, never forgetting what 


duintian had uttered the very Momc 

going to attack him. This was likewife a g 


Excufe 


fufficient Pretence for Per 


advifed the Monarch to cut off or dt 


all who wei 


eft 


any conhderabk 


Power, that himfelf might feize on their Ft 

the richeft M 


fo become with Eai 


c 


oi the Age. Perennius , being impowered 


make 
not c 


ft rid Examination into the Confpiracy 


nly put 


Death the E 


Sifter 


and every one elfe 


Plot 


but 



an 


lilcriminate Severity, under Pretence 


ot Zeal for his Sovei 


took 




gieat 

Numbers whom lie thought envious of hi; 

condemning them even upon the 


Greatnefs 


flighted; Suft 


r 


3 


Pnrt/ni - 

us's Cru¬ 
elly. 


' 


Pcren- 



8 


I 


O I) I A 


1 





us 


whom Co 


fpatched all thofe 


r 


a p 


al Affebl 


id who loved 

and had 


a fine ere Regard for his Safety, he kept the Em 
peror himlelf under Fear ; and orefur 


on 


his i owu, entei tained 1 hougnts of obtainin 0 * 

„ T__*1 7 > 1 -w -r- ^ _ t> 


the Imperi 




I 




fir it 


Com 


Illy 


to give the Command of the Fo 


1'hen. 


to his two Sons, both very voun cr 




Wealth, in order 

ito Treafom his 



g immenie 



c 


forces in Secret, 


bribe the Army at Home 

he mean time, col- 


L 

that 


ther fhould have 


J 






might leize the Government m 
i>tiL fncic Srlic’ru',-; \v ere detected in a very 


men loos iV-'n rrr 


nour of 


kV 


J H 


Q 




Co 


'1 



m 


Idle f.rft pi: Cine Ga 


* • t s* ? 7 

//> ' J \v 


aoout ci 

‘•‘e , *j J /■* 

; uwter Li 


on in Ho- 
ide public 


ere infrituted by Camillas, 

■ \ - 


i > ’• v . ... - J . 

M oe.ore file Lijnjtian JEra, in Honour of 

. '-'ptiob.hiis, to cOil;in(morale yearly the Prefervn- 

n°n of file Capitol from being Hrprized by the.GWj, af¬ 
ter tiiev rind tnt-pn K ,e 


■y had taken and burnt the City. 

ipitdh 


< ^1 T * - --- t vv.io a inwie iiuuiu 

cadea t, apitclim agones, Capiiolinc Contentions, inili- 
aitea aoout .ninety Years after Ch rist, by Domitian, who 

pieiiucu m yen on (as Suetonius relates) with Sandals on 
ah ea, Cioathed in a purple Greek Cloak, and wearing a 
Crown of Gold on his Head, in which were the Images 

~ 1 ' ~ The Arch-Pried, and 


all 


Jupiter, Juno, and Mina 


> M ' , • -~ a HVUJ ailKL 

tne College of tire Prieits of the Flavian Family, fat 
him in the fame Habit * - j1 * ^ 


1 . ? — I y/ vvito vv ao 

If ° W “ /f a S c amon S f e reft - The Contendants were 


Muficians 


W omen 


ran Races. The Prizes 

LollarSj and other Honours, bellowed on 
the Victors by the Emperor’s own Hands. Thefe Games 

were exhibited every five Years; and became fo celebrated, 

5 that 



COMMOD 


U o. 


c 


29 



Xieen 


of Cities is celebrating the 


Games are exhibited a Variety of 
and Trials of Art, Strength, and Activity, a- 
midft an innumerable Condux of People from 
all Parts, as is reafonable to fuppofe, at a Time 
when the 

great Feaft of her principal God. Among the 
reft of the Priefts, whole Attendance in Order 
this annual Solemnity requires, the Emperor 
prefides, and commonly propofes and awards 
the Prizes. When Commodus was come down in¬ 
to the Crcheftra, and i'eated on a royal Throne, 
to give Audience and determine the Pretenftons 

O 

or the principal Antagonifts, the Theatre being 
crowded with Spectators, and every one having 
taken his Seat in juft Order according to his 
Rank and Authority ; beiore any thing was ei¬ 
ther uttered or aided on the Stage, a Man, ha¬ 
bited like a Philofopher, with a Staff in his 
Hands, and a Bap: hanging over his half-naked 


Shoulders, ran in, and [binding in the Center of 
the Stage, beckon’d with his Hand for Silence; 
which when the Audience granted, he thus be¬ 


gan . 


44 This is not a Time for you, O Commodus , 
44 to fpend in public Shews and DiveiTions. This 
44 Moment the Sword ot Perennius is at your 
44 Throat, and unlefs you 
44 Danger, not approaching but prcfent, your 


guard againlt the 


£ 


4 Fall is inevitable, though unfeen. 


Flis Mo- 


CC 


cc 


ney is already actually employed in buying 

your DeffruCfion, and his Sons are this Inftant 


that the Computation of Time by Lujlres, that had ob¬ 
tain’d till then, began to be difcontinued ; and the Romans 

counted by Quintennial Capitcline Games, as the Greeks ufed 
to do by Olympiads, which were Quadriennial. 


E 


4 


44 raifing 



Pcronnm 
and his 
•Son put 

to Death. 
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it 


aifing Sedition among your Troops in III) 


r 


: man. Bevvai 




per 


55 


he had thus Spoken, 


moved 


by home Supernatural Impulle, or excited by _ 
Defire of fame to fo bold an Undertaking, as 

before in a mean and oblcure Condition : 


whether it was 


hoped an ample Re 


d lor his Strange Information •, whatever 
Motive, he Itruck Comrnodus with AlloniSh 


and th 




Audience fufpeded what 


laid might be true, though they pretended 


as a 


not to credit it. But Perennius ordered 
be immediately -apprehended, and bur 
Mad-man and an Aficrter of injurious Falfc 

hoods. 1 hus he Suffered lor his ill-timed Free 

dom. 


But they who attended on 


Perfon, and Seemed 


e Emp 


be well affeded to 


iiis Intelcu, no. had long luited Perennius (for 
his Pride and Infolencc were grown intolerable) 
thinking they had Sound a lucky Occafion, em¬ 
ployed it m rcprelenting him as a dangerous 


And 1 


had So 


was to elcape the Snare; and Per 


PerSor 
modus 

and his Sons to perilh in their TreaSon 
For not long 

Sound Means to 


Com 


r 

) 



Some of 


Soldici 


Slip away, unknown to Per 


of Aj 

niiis: 

having acquainted him 
Conspiracy, were liberally 


with them to Rome Pieces 


rich was the Image of Per 


Se they Shewed to Co 


and. 


for their 


Information. While Perennius , though Prefed 

pedin 


hat was done 


O 


of that N 

by Night to take oh his Head 


Comrnodus Sends proper 

”. This 


Ji TV 


' i " 0 a airierent Rcafon for P\rc.nn:us's Death 


aferibinp: 

vV 



done, he 


COM M ODUS 


P 


non 


with all pofiiblc I 


3 


d Secrcfy, Mellc 


Son; who, taking die fliorteft \V 


to Pc 


t 

s 


on him before he had 
what had been done at l 


J ' 

lead: Intimation 


o 


f 


XD 


_ / j- - - . • r * a ' 

:h a Letter, written in a friendly Sty h 
Emperor- wherein he gave him H 

ater Preferments, and ordered him t: 
Rome immediately. The youm* M 


of 


Dell 


not 


x / 

fc> 


of his Father’s Death°(for the Meflei? . 13 


him, 


F 


Word of Mouth, and 


had lent the 




Orders 



fell, but that lie thought the Emperor’s Letter 
fufficient) complies with 


leaft 


O r d e l 


Suspicion » anc l tho’ inwardly vexed, 

Enterprizes unfiniflied, yet trull - 

he thought 


Father’s Powei 


Fill exilling, he lets out. on his Retui 


But 


to Death 


F 


r 


Italy, he was immediately put 
to the Emperor’s Order 


Such was the End of Peretmius and his Son 


alcrjbing it to a Sedition among the Forces in Britain ■ 
irom whom 1500 Darters were difpatched to Rome , to ac¬ 


cuse Peretmius of Treafon. 
1 dm in the fame Account. 


nbt 


6 


0 Either the Copies are mutilated here, or Hcrodian has 
.wigotten lumiclr; for tho’ Lampridius mentions but one Son 
of Pcrcrnm, who, he fays, had the Honour of gainino- 
feyeial victories m Par mat ia ; yet our Author cxprefslv 
told us, the Army m thole Parts was commanded by id 

""""" J r '-": 0 S ™ s ; we have only an Account of the 
JDcatli of the eldcft, without one Word of what became of 

his Brother; though he hadprevioufly inform’d us, that 

'~\ 6V ™ HAIv; xaz ^ J t ’ 


ordained . 


C r -> 


Jtmtld mifcrably 


CommoduSj 



Rebellion 

of Mater - 

% 

TIM . 




a > 




Book 


*i 


t 

l, 


Co 


after this, comrni 



the Ad 


niiiration or 


A "7 1 


Affairs to two 

i 


► 0 ' ^ !' r /O- 

1 



vinn 




I 


it a i ruIt too important to be iotinreci m a imp-ie 

A- O 

This Method he took, to guard a 
sain ft any future Attempts upon the’Thrcnc, 


erlon 




by equally dividing; the Power b 


CD 


two 


One Mate 


who had 


Minifters, each of whom might be a Check 
upon the Mealures of his Collegue. 

But not long after, another Rebellion was 
formed againft him. 

formerly been a Soldier, but a daring and no¬ 
torious Offender, having defeated his Poll in 
the Army, and perfuaded others to follow his 
Example, in a fhort time collected a great 


Number of defp 


and abandon’d Fellows 


and at firfb fcouring the Country, and ranfack 
ing the Villages, lived on Plunder. But grow 

o 


mg 


rich 


and encreafing the Number 

o 


of his 


Profligates, by promifing large Rewards, and 
Share in all they took, he 


be 


to be formi¬ 


dable ; and his Crew was no longer look 5 ' 1 


on as a Gang 


ot 


Enemies 


hey 



] 


fi. 


a uv- 

j. 


but an Army 


of 


now made themlelve 





of many great d owns 




o 


nd 



♦ r\ 


breaking open Prifons, and rdcuing all that 
were detained in them without Diftindtion, b 
their Crimes ever fo heinous *, and not on 

but promihi 


freeing them for 


the 




kind Offices 


1 Impunity and Protection 


eat Numbers 


by tl 


Party 


In this licentious Mann 


through all 


tne Country of. the 


they 



<e 


p 


ra o 

and 


P A Country in the South-weft Part o $ France. The chief 
Town now in it is Bwrdeaux. 



COMMODUS. 





q , and took 

ionic of which they burnt, 

and Jolt. 

Commodus , being informed of thefe Th 


n ^ 

0 3 


very great Cities, 
hey plundered 


was exceeding amn- 


O 




ry 


He 


lends .Letters of 


Reprimand to the reipe<5hve Governors, ofti 
Editions; charging them withRemiiihcfs in t 
ji./Uty, aiia tin eatmng to pumih their Ne 


*• U 


'O 



he orders 


seventy. At the lame 


march 


the Rebels 


Army to oe got ready 


•1 


"7 \ 


1 


l* a 1 1 i n p: 

o 



Bod 


'who hearing that 
gainft them, judged it 

hey had waft- 

■ uaving divided themfelves into fmall 

by iecrct Marches, through rusaed 


: ;* n 

« tt 


Ways, unpafiablc by any confiderable Numbers, 

they, iii i'eparate Parties, got all into Italy. And 

and 



now Mater mis conceived bolder Defums 

without Hopes of getting Pofieffion of 

for fmee his former Enterprizes 
^ beyona the molt fanguine Ex¬ 

pectations, he thought it his Duty, cither by 
iome noble Attempt, to complete his good For- 

entred into Peril, 

and if he 



tunc; or 
to meet his Fate with 


mu If fall, 



all without Honour. But 


he judged his Power inefficient 
the Emperor in the open Field 


trull his Fortune 


the Decihon of 


Toth to 

public 


Peo- 


Battle (for he reckoned the whole Roman 
pie, and particularly the Guards, to be Hill well 
affected to Commodus) but hoped to fucceed by 
Crait and Policy; and accordingly made Choice 


ol" the following Stratagem 


Part of Sp 


Saragofa, Caft lie 


At 


i 




'■ She was called by feveral Names and Titles, as Cybcle, 

• Rhea, Ops ; the Dindymav, IcLvav, Eerecyntbian, and Phry¬ 
gian Mother ; the Mother of the Gods, the great Goddcfs , &.C. 
and is by Mythologies (as Lucretius, lib. ii.) taken for the 
Earth. She was the Wife of Saturn , and Mother of Jove. 
Her Image was crowned with Towers, Caftles, and Houfes; 
and her Priefts, who were all Phrygian Eunuchs, danced 
at the Proceffion in a very odd extravagant Manner, making 
a confufed Noife with Pipes, Drums, Cymbals, and Horns j 
to commemorate the Prefervation of her Son Jupiter, by 
the Cantes and Corybantcs ; who by founding thefe lnftru- 
ments at his Birth, and thereby drowning the Cries of the 
Infant, fared him from being devoured by his Father Sa¬ 
turn for Lime] who before ufed to cat all his Children as 
foon as born. The Mcgalnfian Games, which were thofe 
held in Honour of this Goddefs, were (according to An¬ 
itas ) the firfl: fcenical Sports exhibited at Rome. 

However odd and fantaftic thofe Pancing-Feilivals a- 


Moder 


I cannot 


9 

but obferve, there is in them a ftrong Refcmblancc of fome 


in ufe among the J curs. 
Booths ( Leant, xxiii. 19.) 

nyntp nvinn 

the Lord fcVi n Days. T'he 


/hall dance t 
. there ufed 


f of 


of 


to twill and writhe the Body into a Variety of odd Pollures, 


as Men elevated with cnthufiaftic Tranfports. 


Pfal. 


;vii. 27. the fame Word is ufed to exprefs the Staggering 
of drunken Men. And in 1 Sam. xxx. 16. the Amalekites, 


after their Conqucit, are 

nynm, mum . 


cfented eating, drinking, 

In 2 Sam. vi. 14. 


— ▼ ^ —^ » m ^ mr ▼ — 

King David is deferibed dancing before the Ark in a very 

extraordinary Manner, f r'm • 0*130 mi 






j 1 


ipcd 


f 


His Wife de- 


fpifed this ftrangc Behaviour, thinking it low, and rebuked 

or (kipping about fo indecently before the Servant- 


• r 

mm i 


M 


himfelf, and rather glorying in his religious Tranfports at 


the Proceliion. 


Now 




O M M 0 D U S. 




is permitted to change his Habit, alter his 
Countenance, and appear in any Char after that 

fhall fuit his Humour: Nor is there a Badge 


Now whether we account for the Refemblance from the 
fimilar Nature of Enthufiafm in general; or whether we 

fuppofe it pofiible, that the Heathens might be acquainted 
with the Jcwijh Rites at their Feftivals, and adopt fome of 

them into their own Worfhip, corrupting and mingling them 

with the Caftration of their Pricfts (perhaps a corrupt Imi¬ 
tation of Circumcifion) and other barbarous Cuftoms of 
their own, thereby improving as it W'ere on the Madnefs of 
$he Ceremonies; or whether the Hebrew Rites thcmfclves 
were only an Alteration or Reformation of the Pagan ; ’tis 
certain, that many of the Jewifo Ceremonies, were as un¬ 
accountable and ftrange to the Reafon of our Times, as the 
extravagant Cuftoms of the Heathen : Nor can we ridicule 
or defpife the latter, without at the fame time bearing ve¬ 
ry hard on the former. Even the frantic Behaviour of the 
Friefts of this Goddefs, in their mad Proceflions at her Fe¬ 


ftivals, 


deferibed 


, 7 . 

J cwi/I: 


Sat. vi. 


is 


who. 


X * * 

among other odd Cuftoms, ufed fometimes to ftrip them- 
felves naked when they prophefied: And w ; e are told 
(i Seim. xix. 24.) that the King himfelf, in his Fit of pro¬ 
phetic Infpiration, did the fame. Nor is the Similitude 
confpicuous only in the religious Ceremonies of the Jews 
and Heathens; but it appears as plain in the feveral Ac¬ 
counts of the political Advantages made of their Re¬ 
ligion by their rcfpe&ive Rulers. To mention one In- 


What 


Wives 


JL ^ 

•the Sabine Virgins at a religious Ecftival; and that of the 
Benjaminitcs (Judges xxi.) Inarching the young Women of 
Shiloh-, who (as it is in the Original) were capering about 
like mad People at one of the Daucing-Feajls of Jehovah? 

of 


1 
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of Authority, or Robe of State, but any One 
m ay 

Office or Quality he fancies 


affume at Pleafure, and reprcfent what 

inch, that it 


diitinsuilh b 


kD 


the true and the 


Perfonag 


JL l 


IIS 


T T 


l 


J 


Coniundure to aft his covert 


i-l 


'i rcaion. 
his Idahov 
Life-G uar ( 
in their Hands, and 


» • 

reloived to cdfruile himfelf and 


m tne Drets of the 


1 


*> 


pei 




and hoped, that carrying Sp 


mixing with the Guard 


fily 


for thofe 


oceffion, they 


fonated ; and while 


in fi 


or 


Natui 


:e 


one of his Attendants, 


be near the Emp 


difpatch 


upon him on 
But a Difcovery 

ces, who 


a Hidden, and 
being made by 
entred the City before the Time appointed, and 
informed of the Plot (This they did through 


his Accompl 


Envy 


as 


they could not bear 




Mailer and Mon 


Matenws was juft before but a principal Robber) Ma 
beheaded, temus himfelf was apprehended before the Fe 

Rival, and beheaded *, and the reft of the Con 
fpirators brought to condign Punilhment. Com 


modus 


facrificing to the Goddels, and re- 


% 

brated 


g her Thanks for his Prefervation, cele- 
thc Feaft, and with great Gladnefs at¬ 
tended her Image in the Proceffion ; while the 

People made public Demonftrations of double 


Joy 


Honour of 


Goddefs 


nd 


for 


he 


appy Deliver 


of 


Her 


m ay 


A ^ 

be amifs, for the Hike of 


the Mo- thofe among the Greeks who are unacquainted 

Gods^^ ^ ie Story, to mention the Realbns we have 

gathered from Hiftorians, why the Romans per¬ 
form 
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form fuch peculiar A6ls of religious Worfliip 


to this Goddeis. Her Im 

What 


is 


from Jupiter. 
i was the Artift, is unknown 


they tell us) 
Material, or 
nor will they 


have it the Work of a human Hand. We are 
told, it dropt down from Heaven upon a Place 


Phrygia 



N 


was 


the Image falling from 

But I find 


Heaven, and being firft leen theiay 
the Name otherwile accounted for in other 

Authors; who report, that a War arolc between 

; re- 


Ilus the Phr\ 


cl 


nd ’T'antalas the Lydian 


lating, as lbme lay, to certain Roads •, or, as others, 
concerning the Rape of Ganymede ; that the Vic¬ 
tory was for a long while equally doubtful on 
both Sides; that in either Party great Nut ’ 


fell 


rived 


N amc 


'Phe re 


Tradition, that 


Ganymede was loft there, being torn afundcr by 


his Brother and 


ibly pull 


ina him to himfelf; and when his Body could 

O — _ - —w A ^ /VI f 


no where be 



Boy 5 s Suff 


were 


fufficient to get him canonized, and his Rape 

o . . * v 


attributed to Jupiter: 


Whence 1 prang 

A vJ 


P’nhlf' 


or 


j u i 


pit 


and carrying him into Heaven. 


that 
Ganymede , 

ry 


In this 



the Phrygians a 

O 


tly performed Or 



aions Rites, at the River Gal 
:aitratcd Priefts of this God 


g/es, or 

Ins ; whence 
defs are called Galli. But when the Roman 

State increafcd, the Oracle told them, their 


Power fliould laft, and continually 

if they fent 


+ C\‘ 


iter. 



Territory. They prefcntly diipatched 


Ambaffadors into Phrygia to requeft the Ima 
which they eafily obtained, by reprefentin 


to 


them 


* 
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Peftilcnc 

at Rome. 
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them, how the Romans were related to the Phry¬ 
gians by lineal Defcent from Mneas their Coun¬ 
tryman. The Image was brought by Sea, and 
arrived at the Mouths of the Piher \ which the 
Romans ufed as Havens for their Navy; when, 
on a fudden, the Veffcl flood ftill by the divine 
Power of the Deity : Nor could the whole Ro¬ 
man People, with their united Strength, ftir it 
from the Mud where it fluck, till a Prieftcfs 
of the Goddels Vefia was brought. This 
Maid was acculed of having polluted that Vow 
of perpetual Virginity, five was bound to pre- 
ferve by the Laws of her Order •, and as her 
Trial approached, fhe entreated the People, to 
fubmit the Proof of her Innocence to theDecilion 
of the Pejfimmtian Goddefs. Plaving untied her 
Zone, fhe wades to the Prow, and after praying 
aloud, That if her Honour was unblemifhed, 
die might have Power to draw the Ship; die 
faftens her Zone, and pulling it gently, the 
Ship immediately followed, to the Aftonilh- 
ment of the Romans •, who beheld at once the 
miraculous Power of the Goddels, and the ini- 
maculate Chaftity of the Veftal. Thus much I 
thought proper to relate of the famous Hiftory 
of the Peffmnntian Goddefs ; a little too often- 
tatious, perhaps, yet not altogether unfervice- 
able to thofe, who are not thoroughly acquaint¬ 
ed with the Roman Story. But to return. 

; Commodus , after his Efcape from Mat emits 9 s 
Treafon, kept a greater Number of Guards 
about his Perfon, and came abroad very fel- 
dom i but fpent mod: of his Time in the Sub¬ 
urbs, or at his Imperial Seats in the Country, 
more diftant from Rome j where he gave him- 

felf up to Idlenels, never troubling himfelf 

w ith 
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with the public Adminiftration of Juftic 
any Offices becoming a Sovereign. It happened 
that a peftilential Diftemper about this lime 

fpread through Italy , but raged moil at Rome \ 
by reafon ol the great Number of h‘Habitants, 
and that Multitude of People continually hock¬ 
ing thither from every Quarter. The Moitality 
was very great both among Men and Bealls. 

The Emperor, at the Advice of feveral Phyh- The Em 


ed to La 


For this, being a P eror rc 


h 


cians, reti 

Country of a cooler Air, and fhaded by 
many Woods abounding with Laurels 

the Place took its Name) feemed the moft 

on-, inafmuch 

and the plea- 

Trees, arc reckoned good 

Prefervatives againlt the Infection of the Ail. 

Wherefore thofe who lived in and about the 

s. filled their 


tires to 
Lauren - 

turn. 


ly Refuge from the Contag 
he fweet Smell of the Laurel 


fant Shades ol 


City, advifed by the Phyficiai 


Noftrils and Ears with fweet Unguents* 
continually made ufe of Perfumes and Spl 
For it is a received Opinion, that the bu 
and Odours of aromatic Remedies Hop up 
Pores of the Body, and hinder the Admiffio 


peftilential Air 


if 


applied foon 


prevent its Entrance, yet are capable of fup- 
preffing its morbific Quality by their fuperioi 
Virtues. The Diftemper, nevertheless,^ raged 
moft terribly, and was very fatal 
Species, and all kinds of Creatur 

Men 


verfant 


At the fame Time alfo the City was diftrefled 

line, which owed its Rife to the fol- 


with a Famine, 
lowing Caufe f 


There was one 


Cleanl 


a 


increafes 
a Famine. 


t Chancier was PrefeS of the ?r dorian Cohorts , or Em- 

peror’s Life-Guards, a Place of great 1 raft and Aut rority. 

x p rap- 
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Phrygian by Parentage, and of that fort of 
People, that are publickly let to Sale by a 
common Cryer. This Man being brought up 
with Commodus , was fo much honoured by him, 
as to fill up many Places of Truft and Power. 
He was one of his Body-Guards •, had the Care 
of his Bed-chamber *, and at laft, the chief 
Command of the Soldiers. His excefiivc 
Wealth and Luxury excited in him Hopes of 

attaining to the Imperial Dignity. For amaff- 
ing prodigious Sums of Money, and buying up 
and hoarding large Quantities of Corn, he hoped 
to purchafe the Favour of the People and Sol¬ 
diers (if he could firft plunge them into Want 


Papirhis Dionypus at the fame Time was V ref ell of the pub¬ 
lic Granaries ; whofe Office was to infpett and regulate 


Diftribution 

by 


Matter for thefe 


at leaft aggravate one, that exifted already. For the great 
Quantities of Com brought to Rome from the feveral Pro- 


v 


pofited 


fiftence of the Soldiers and poor Plebeians; and the Sur 


plufage expofed 


Frequent Diftributions of Corn 


were made by the Emperors amongft the People, efpecially 
in Times of Scarcenefs. Berodian therefore tells us, that 
Cleander , Prefect of the Soldiers (to whom the Prefect ol 
the Granaries was accountable) by Peculation and other 
clandeltine Meafures, fecreted the public Com into his own 
private Hoards, and, under pretence of Scarcity, made very 
iparing Diftributions, and greatly enhanced the Price of the 
Remainder.Tho 'Zonaras reports, thatPapirius was 


fault, who increafed 




3 


off Cleander, as one whofe p 


v 




2 to Cleander. 

a’lrm 78 xaxa 


That the Populace might -he incenfed 


'fe of their Difrcfs. I mention this to Ihew, that let 


Minifters 


Men 


Which 


thofe 


unacquainted with the Conftitution of the Roman Govern¬ 


ment at that Time. 


of 
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of Neceflaries) by making large and feafonable 

were labour- 


Gratuities 


mg 


Time when they 
nder Poverty and Dearth. 


He b 


a 


Gymnafi 


and 


D 


Ufe of 


the Bath gratis to the Publ 
the People to his Intereft. 


Bait 


But 


Ron 


had long hated him, now looking on him 

and 


as the Caufe of their prefent Calamities 
detefting his unbounded Greedinefs after Mo 

ney, 

haviour and foul Language, as he came into the 
Theatres: At length, while Commodus tended 
in the Suburbs, they came in a Body, and with 


at firft only treated him with rough Be 


der 


loud Clamours demanded Oleander , in o 
put him to Death. This Difturbance foon 
fpread round the fuburban Villa, where Com¬ 
modus had retreated* and while he was palling 
his Time in Eafe and Luxury, knowing no- 


of the Up 


Oleander had prevent 


ed his having any Information) all on a fudden, 
when no one fufpedted it, the Emperor’s Horfe- 
Guards, by Oleander's Order, made a Sally up¬ 
on the Malecontents, Unking and wounding 
every body they met. The People, unable 


make Refill 


they 


taken 


Difad 


* A public Edifice deftined for all kinds of Learning and 
Exercife, fuch as Philofophy, Grammar, Phyiic, Oratory, 
Dancing, Wreftling, Running, Jumping, Darting, &c. It 

contained feveral Baths, cold and hot. Galleries, Portico's, 

a variety of Walks and Apartmen 
Colleges of the feveral Profeffions. 


'j hefe Buildings were 


xji 


Combatants generally contended naked, fully, at the Be¬ 
ginning; of his Second fjook De Or atm e, tells us, the Greeks 


were the Inventors of 



zfu 


Philofophical Difputations. 


be 


F 


vantage, 
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v an t age 
arm’d *, 
turned ; 
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themfelves 


d 


Guar 


Book I. 
.Is full 


they 


on 


foo 


thefe well mounted 


nd fled into 


City 


I'u c h 


D*. 


that, befides great Number 


ecipitation, 

1 by the Sword, and 
i Horfes, they crouded, (tamped, wounded 


odden 



and killed 




nd 


Horfe advan- 


upon them, made 


o 


ible Havock 


they purfued 
unoppofed ; and cut t 
fell within their Reach 
Diftinbtion. 


quite to the Gates 


P 


every 


: For 
Rome 
: that 


But they who 


any Regard 


d 


in 


the 


City, alarmed at the Misfortune of their Fel¬ 
low-Citizens, took to their Houfes j and having 


barred their Door 


up to the Roofs, and 


thence threw down great Stones and Tiles upon 
the Horfe-Guards. Thefe now fuffered, what 
they had before inflifted; for none of them 
could come near their Adverfaries; who, fe¬ 


ed by their fuperior Pods 


yed 


Diftance, wounding and knocking down fuch 

that they could not fuftain the Show- 


Numbers 


of Stones, but were obliged 


fafter 


than they had advanced 


N 


did they efcap 


without confiderable Lofs; for the Horfes 


Fumbled again ft 
their Riders, 


Weig 


re Stones, fell down, threw 
crufil’d others with their 
While the Slaughter was thus great 


and 


on both Sides 


Foot-Soldiers quartered 


the City, as they hated 


Horfe, flew with 


great Eagernefs to the Afliftance of the People. 

During the Heat of this Civil War, No-body 
durft carry the Account of what had happened 
to the Emperor, for fear of feeling the Eflfedts 


of Oleander’s Refentme 


till 



Commo 


dus’s eld eft Sifter, ran to her Brother (for her 


near 
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Rel 


to him 


gain'd her 


nd, with her Hair difhevell 


free Accefs 
:w herfelf o: 


e Ground, in all the Symptoms of Diftrefs 
d Horror. 

“ While you, O Prince (fays die) remain in v a: r : u a 
Quiet, ignorant of the impending Danger that informs 
threatens you, we, your Royal Family, are 
on the Brink of Ruin. You have loft the 
Roman People, and the greateft Part of the 
Army; and what we never fliould dread from 


CC 


cc 


cc 


a 


c c 


cc 


the moft barbarous N 


buffer from 


Hands of our own Countrymen 


« the Hands of our own Countrymen. Your 
<c greateft Favourites, are your worft Enemies. 
tc Oleander has armed the Citizens and Soldiery 
“ to yourDeftrudtion. In this Civil Commotion, 
“ the People incenfed againft him, and the 
“ whole Horfe efpoufing his Quarrel, all your 
“ Subjefts are in Arms, flaughtering one ano- 
<c ther, and filling Rome with the Blood of her 
“ Inhabitants. But the Refentment of either 
“ Party will inevitably fall upon us, unlefs you 
u immediately deliver up to Punifhment your 
<c wicked Minifter; who is the Catife of all that 
u Deftrudlion and Mifery already inflidted on 

« the unhappy Sufferers, and that dreadful Ruin 


CC 


cc 


cc 


u 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


which is 


:ly 


if 


CC 


ifly and fpeedily prevented 




Having thus faid 


fhe rent her Garments 


feveral of thofe prefent, taking Fire at what beheaded 


they heard from the Emper 


Sifter 


gave 


Commadus the Alarm 


He was fhock’d at his 


Sifter’s Words; and being frighted at the Dan¬ 
ger, not at a diftance but inftant, he fends for 
Oleander ; who, though not certain, yet fufpeft- 
ed the News muft by this time have reach’d 

the Emperor’s Ears. Immediately, on his Ap- 

F 7 proach 3 
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proach, he was feized-, and his Head, being 
itruck off, and faftened on a long Spear, was 
carried out and expofed to public Viewa ve¬ 
ry plead ng and defirable Spectacle to the Peo¬ 
ple. This wholefom Step put a Hidden Period 
to the Evil. Both Parties relaxed their Fury *, 
the Soldiers, at the Sight of his Head for whom 

they were lighting, and for fear of incurring 
the. Anger of the Prince (for they now per¬ 
ceived he had been impoled on, and thefe vio¬ 
lent Meafure. were taken contrary to his Senti¬ 
ments •,) and the People, for that they were la- 
tislied with the Punilhment of him, who had 
been the Caufe of all their Calamities. How¬ 
ever, they carried their Refentment fo far, as 
to take off Oleander's two Sons, and all whom 
they knew to be his Friends-, and having drag¬ 
ged their Bodies through the Streets, and done 
them every Indignity their Rage fuggefted, they 
at laft threw them into the Common Sewers. 

erifh’d Oleander and his Friends 
whofe End may ferve to teach us, the Incon- 
ffancy of human Nature, that feemed ambitious 
(if I may be allow'd the Expreflion) to fliew, 
by the Example of one Man, that to be raffed 
from the lowed: and mod abjeCt Condition, to 
the higheft Summit of Power and Fortune and 
from thence to be thrown down headlong into 
■the Depth of Mifery is the Effebt but of a 
trivia], momentary, unexpected Nod of For¬ 
tune. 



Covnnodiis 

returns to 
the City. 


i Commodus , though he feared the Commotion 
was not thoroughly ftilTd, and that the People, 
thus provoked, might in their Fury attempt 
fome Mifchief again ft his Perfon -, yet at the 
preffing Perfuafion of his Friends, came into 




/ 
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the City; where he was received with all the 
Demonftrations of Welcome, and entred the 
Imperial Palace amidft the joyous Attendance 
and loud Acclamations of the People. But af¬ 
terwards, re fie ding on the many Dangers of 
this kind he had experienced, he miftrufted the 

Honefty of all his Subjeds; and giving Credit 

to the moil ill-grounded Calumnies, he inhu¬ 
manly put to Death great Numbers, even upon 

the (lighted: Accufation. Nor had he any Man 
of Honour or Probity about him •, but aban¬ 
doning all Regard for Virtue, or even common 
Decency, he gave up his whole Soul to libidi¬ 
nous Pleafures, debafmg him felt Night and 
Day in Scenes of the moft unmanly and groff- 
eft Senfuality. Every fober moral Man, and 
all who had the leaft Reputation for good Senfc 
or Learning, he banifh’d the Court as da.nge.ious 
Perfons *, and in their Room cheriOied a Sett of 
Jeffers, Buffoons, and Adore of lewd Farces. 

He was peculiarly fond of driving Chariots . at 
the Races, and fighting with wild Beads ♦, which 
kind of brutal -Courage, his Sycophants and 
Parafites extolled as heroic •, and by thus Tooth¬ 
ing his Vanity, prompted him to engage in thefe 
low Exercifes, with an Eagernefs far beneath 

the Dignity of a Monarch. 

About thefe Times there appeared feveral Prodigies, 

furprizing Prodigies. Stars were continually . 
feen in the Day-time; fome of which, as if 
they were loofed from their proper Stations, 
diffufed a long Gleam of Light,. and feemed 
fufpended in the midft of the Air. Animals 
too, of various Kinds, were often brought foith 
with Forms very different from their own Spe¬ 
cies, and a variety of unnatural monftrous Parts 
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I empie 
of V eft a 
burnt. 


of the Body. But what gave the greateft Shock 
for the prefent, and moft alarmed all, who 
looked upon it as an Omen portenti-ve of fome 
dire enfuing Calamity, was, that without any 
previous Showers, or gathering Clouds, or any 
thing but a flight inconfiderable Trembling of 
the Earth-, whether by a Hidden nodturnal 
Thunder-bolt, or Fire (truck out of the Earth 


u ” forementioned fhaking, the whole Tern 


Peace v was 


let on fire, and reduced to 

his was one of the moft beautiful 

0 

and 


by tn 
pie of 

A * 1 ~> 

0 

and magnificent Edifices in all the City j 
contained an immenfe Quantity of Riches. For 
b,elides that it was decorated with a great Num¬ 
ber of religious Gifts of Gold and Silver; as it 
was a ferong and well guarded Place, it was 
made a public Receptacle of Treafures, and 
every one carried to it his moft valuable Effedts, 


Cl j 


to a Depofitory of unqueftioned Security. 

this hidden Fire, happening in the 



But 

Night, many who juft before were exceeding- 
wealthy, were now reduced to Poverty. So 
that there was an uni vend Lamentation, all in 
general bewailing the public Misfortune; and 
each in particular mourning his private Lofs. 

The Fire not only utterly confumed the 
Temple and the whole Circle of Buildings 
about it, but communicated itfelf to moft of 
the fineft Structures of the City; and among 
the reft, the Temple of Vefta was burnt 3 and 
the faered Image of Pallas , to which the Ro¬ 
mans pay uncommon Veneration, and which (as 


The Temple of Peace ftood next to the Forum. It wa 


3 


built by Vefpafian the Fir It, above 100 Years before this 

Fire happened. 





lous Power of the Gods; who, they believed, 
firft infli&ed, and afterwards, by their unex¬ 
pected Interpofition, put a Stop to the fpread- 
ing Evil. Nor were there wanting, who in¬ 
terpreted it as an Omen*, faying, the Temple of 
Peace deftroyed by Fire, muft certainly portend 
enfuing Wars. And indeed the Event of Af¬ 
fairs that followed (as we fhall fhew) feemed 
to confirm their Prognoftication. 

As the City thus groaned under fuch Loads Cor.Modus 


of various Milery, the Roman People now no 
longer beheld Commodus with their wonted Af- 


calls him- 
felf Her¬ 
cules. 


y The Pontijiccs, or Chief Priefts, and the Vefial Nuns, 
had frequent Accel's to it, but none befides. 

y i.e. Holy-Street ; a Street in Romete call’d, either from 
its containing a great Number of Churches, and leading to 
the Capitol, or Temple of Jupiter; or (as, Fcjlus fays, is' 
the Opinion of fome Authors) becaufe the Priefts carried 
the Sacrifices of Jupiter through this Street to the Capitol 
on the Ides of every Month; when, according to Ovid, 
Falh. lib. i. and Macrobius, Saturn, lib. i. c. 15. a large 
white Ewe-Lamb was facrificed to Jupiter. Varro , de 

Ling, hat, lib. iv. feems to countenance this laft Opinion. 

♦ 

fedtion 5 
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fedion; but imputed all thefe accumulated 
Evils to his illegal Murthers, and the other 

Impieties of his Life. For his Adions were 
no Secrets *, nor indeed did he endeavour to 
make them fuch: On the contrary, what he 
was charged with doing at Home, he was dar¬ 
ing enough to fhew openly to the Public. And 
to fuch a pitch of Frenzy and Wantonnefs was 
he now arrived, that he difown’d the Name he 
had from his Father, and, inflead oi Commodus , 
and the Son of Marcus, would be called Hercules , 
and the Son of Jove ; accordingly, rejeding the 
Habit of the Romans , and the Imperial Robes, 
he put on a Lion’s Skin next his own, and car¬ 
ried a Club in his Hands, and wore over the 
Skin purple Garments, and embroidered with 
Gold i to the no fmall Mirth of Spedators, who 
could not refrain laughing, to fee him imitate 
the gaudy Finery of Women, and at the fame 
time mimic the hardy Virtues of Heroes. In 
this kind of Drefs he commonly came abroad. 

He likewife took upon him to alter the Names 
of the Months, giving them Titles of his own*, 
moil of which had fome relation to Hercules , 
becaufe he was the mod flout and manly. He 
ereded Statues of himfelf through all the City*, 
one oppofite to the Senate-houfe, holding a bent 
Bow *, that fo his very Images might menace 
Mifchief: Which the Senate pull’d down after 
his Death, and in its Place fet up the Effigies 
of Liberty. 

At length, throwing off all Senfe of Shame, 

he iffued Proclamations for the Exhibition of 

new public Shews, boafling, that he would kill 

all kinds of wild Beaus with his own Elands; 

and challenging the floutefl young Fellows of 

the 
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the Age to fingle Combat. The Fame of which 
being fpread, People came flocking from ail 
Parts of Italy and the confining Nations, to be 
Spedfators oi what they had never before ei- 
thcr fecn or heard •, it being given out, that he 
was fo dextrous a Markfman, that whatever he 
aimed at with Dart or Arrow, he never miffed. 

For he had always with him, as his Inftrudlors, 
Parthians and Moors ; the former of whom were 
the moft excellent Archers, and the latter the 
bed: Throwers of Darts j but Comodus , in Dex¬ 
terity, out-did them all. 

When the Time appointed for the Shews was His fur- 
come, the Amphitheatre was crouded withP nzin S. 
Spe&ators; and a Peri-drome* had been built Dtxtulty * 
for Comnicdus , that he might not run the Ha¬ 
zard of engaging with the Beads in clofe Fight, 
but dart or fhoot at them from a fuperior Poll; 
to give Proofs rather of his Dexterity, than 
Courage. Stags, and Deers, and all other horn¬ 
ed Creatures, except Bulls, he ran with, and 
fmotc them as he purfued •, for intercepting 
them in their Courfe, and hitting them with 
the utmoft Nicety and Exactnefs, he ftruck 

r - The Amphitheatre was a large Building, of an oval 
Figure ; it differed from the Theatre, as Half from the 
Whole; the Theatre being of a femicircular Form, only 
fomewhat longer than a juft Semicircle; and the Amphi¬ 
theatre reprefenting two Theatres at the End of one ano¬ 
ther. Its Arena or Pit was environed with Seats rifins:onc 

o 

above another, for the Convenience of Spectators. 

The Pcridromc here mentioned was a temporary Ifle, 

built all round the Arena, with a Row of Columns on the 
Jnfide, and a Bread-work without, raffed to a convenient 
Height; from whence Commodus might conveniently dart 
.at the Beads, without Fear of being feized and torn by 
.them. 


them 
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them dead upon the Spo 


But Lion 


and 


Panther 
tures, 1 : 


and other (Irons; and tierce Cr 


ow 


a lecond D 


is Peri drome 
10r did any 
or inflidt a 


, and darted 
one fee him 
Wound lets 


mor 


Fury 


: For as the Creature darted with 
he would hit him in the Forehead, 
Heart, or*wherever he thought fit-, never aim¬ 
ing at a wrong Part of the Body, fo as to wound 
without killing. Animals from every Country 


were collected for 


had 


Sight of all thofe Creatures, whofe Pictures we 
had gazed at before with great Admiration. The 
Breed of India , /Ethiopia, and other Regions, 
unknown to our Fathers, under Southern or 
Northern Climes, did Commodus kill, and (hew 


the Romans *, who 


adonifhed 


unerring Certainty of his Fland 
times took Shafts pointed in 


For he fome 


F 


of 


Half-Moon 


and (hot them at Mauritanian 


Oftriches, Creatures 


would run prodi 


ufly fwift, while their Wings expanded 


like 


fwelling Sails lighten’d them from the Ground 
and made them (kim along with inci edible Ce 


and hitting the upper Part of their 
he cut off their Pleads with fuch fur- 


I 

lerity•, 

Necks, 
prizing Velocity 

Courfe for fome 


that they continued their 
ne after they had loft tJ 


At 

other Times, he would call out one of the Prize- 


Heads, as if they had fuffered no Hurt 


fighte 


of the Ar 


and 


pofe him to a 


Panther, that would run at hin 


the ut- 


moft Fury; but at the Moment (he feized him, 
before (he could faften her Jaws, Commodus 
would hit her with a Dart, kill the Bead, and 

refcue the Man*, the Point of the Weapon exe¬ 
cuting 
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cuting with quicker Difpatch, than the Edge 
of her Teeth. At another Time, he would 
have a hundred Lions, one immediately upon 
another, fent out of fubterranean Dens; all 
‘which he killed with an' equal Number of 
Darts, in fuch wonderful Regularity, that their 
Carcafes, lying dole together, might eafily be 
counted; and every Spectator fee, that not one 
Dart had been idle. 


Thus far his Expl 


tho* not 


y 


able with the Character of a Prince, yet as they mence s 
carried with them an Air of Excellency, and a Gla( l>ator 


Shew of Manhood 


difpleafi 


Commonalty. But when he entred the Amphi 
theatre naked, and, furnifh’d with the Weapon 
of Gladiators, fonsht finale Combats, the 


Sight 


odious to all the Peopl 


Emp 


of Rome , defcended from fo noble a Family 


graced with fo many TriumpI 


of his Father 


and Anceftors, inftead of taking up the Arms 
of a Soldier againft the Barbarians and Enemies 
of his Country, or wearing the Emblems of the 
Imperial Power, fhould difgrace the high Au¬ 
thority with which he was inverted, by appear- 

the moft fhameful and infamous Cha¬ 
racter. ’Tis eafy for the Reader to beljeve, he 
had no great Difficulty to conquer his Antago- 

the firft Wounds 


mg in 


nifts j who all yielded upon the fi 
they received, afraid to exert their utmofl Power 
againft one, whom they rather looked on in 
the Light of a Sovereign than a Combatant. 


And fo far did his frantic Fits carry 


that 


he refolved 


Imp 


Court, and 


remove into the public School of Gladiators. 
The Name of Hercules pleafed no longer, and 


he would now be 


.T 


a famous 
Gladiator 
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Janus *, and fearing the Power of his Son, lay 
conceal’d at his Houfe j whence the Greek Name 


of the Country was altered into one ot their 
own Language ; and becaufe Saturn there lay 
hid ., in lie ad of Italy b , the Inhabitants called it 


3 In Dio we find (which Ihould be Ilfwrcr 

crtxsTo^oJv. 'The Dead-Champion of t he Sec a tores. The 
Secutores, i. e. Followers, was one of the Sefts oi Gladiators; 
which Commentators, from a miftaken Paffage of Juve¬ 
nal, Sat. viii. f 199. have falfely thought the fame with 
the Minnillones. The Mirmillo was a Gladiator armed with 
a Shield and Helmet, on which was the Pifture of a Fifh. 
His Antagonill, the Retiarius, had a Net in one Hand, 
and a Trident in the other; the former to entangle, the 
latter to kill his Adversary. But the Seen tores, whole Arms 
Ccnmodus ufed to wear, were fent in, in the room of a 
conquer’d Gladiator, to take up his Arms and oppofe the 
Vittor. This was the Title Commodus inferibed on his Sta¬ 
tue, as thinking it redounded more to liis Glory, to have 

conquered the Conquerors athoufand Times. 

b Tim reus, and Varro (according to Gellius, lib.ii. c. 1) 
derive the Name Italia from It able, Jtalus, an Ox ; becaufe 

ancient Italy abounded with great Numbers of Oxen. 

Latium *, 
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r o 


Latium c ‘, and upon the fame Account, the 
Italians , to this Day, fir ft keep the Saturn ah an 

to commemorate the Concealment 


Holy-days, to 
of the banifh’d GocL and 


celebrate 


the Feaft of the New-year in Honour of Janus , 
his Hoft •, whofe Image has two Faces, becaule 
in him is both the End of the Old, and the 
Beginning of the New Year d . In thefe Holy- 
days, which precede the great Feaft, and during 
which the Romans pay conftant Salutations and 
frequent Yifits to their Friends, and entertain 
one another with great Mirth and Jollity, fend¬ 
ing mutual Prefents of Money, and communi¬ 
cating all the good Things both of Land and 
Sea •, and when all the principal Magiftrates firft 
appear in their Symbols of State, and annual 
Purple; Commodus refolved, while the City was 
in the height of Feftivity, to come forth, not 


was 


Cuftom 


from the Imperial Palace, as 
but from the School of Gladiators, wearing 
their Arms inftead of the Imperial Purple, and 
attended by the whole Gang of Prize-fighters, 
to make his public Appearance to the People. 
But having communicated his Defign to Mar- 


chief of his Concubines 


whom he 


the Refped and Honour due to a Wife 


infomuch that ihe 


fhort in none of 


Dignities of his Emprefs, except the Ceremony 
of carrying the Fire before her; at hearing fo 
rafh and unbecoming a Refolutiom, fhe at firft 


c From Lateo, 1 lie hid. 

d Hence the firft Month of their Year, as divided by 
Numa into twelve Months, was facred to Janus , and from 
him call’d Januarius , January . Whereas Romulus's Year 
had but ten Months, the firft of which was dedicated to 
Mars , the fecond to Venus , and from her call’d April. 

fell 
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Feet, be 




a 


nd befeechin 




him, 


Teai 


dent 


would not, by fo impru- 

Step, difgrace the Roman Empire, and 

Danger, by committing his 

' Lters. to 


ofe himfelf 


Safety to a Set of infamous Prize-fig] 
the Dregs of the Vulgar and Scum of Slavery 
But, after many Prayers and Remonftrances 


Effedt, Marc 


forced to retire, weep 


\n<y at the Unfuccefsfulnefs of her Counfel 


C 

* 


When fhe was gone, he fend 
Fe£t of his Camp 


i for Lcetus Pre 
and Elcttus his Chamber 


lain-, and'orders them to make Prep 


Bed, and 


Conveniences in the G 1 


i * 


r\ 1 


1 




1 


i r i 




r . 1 


appear to the People in the Arms ot tne Aie- 
na. They endeavoured, by Prayers amUntrea- 
ties, to diffuade him from his Purpoie, lo dero¬ 
gatory to the Dignity of his Throne ; but he, 
in a violent Paffion, bids them be gone; and 
goes himfelf into his Room to take a Nap (for 
it was his Cuftom to fleep in the middle of the 

Day) carrying with him a little Pocket-book, 

with Leaves made of the Skin of the Linden- 
Tree, which, by reafon of their Finenefs, fold¬ 
ing eafily one over another, may be clafped 
clofe, and contained in a fmall Compafs. In 
this he writes the Names of all he defigned to 

put to Death that Night; the fir ft of whom 

was Marcia , after her Ltftus and Elcffus, and 
then a great Number of the Chief of the Se¬ 
nate : For he refolved to difpatch all the Elders 
of the City, and the Remainder of his Father’s 
Friends; becaufe he was loth to have fuch grave 
Perfonages Infpedlors of his fhameful Actions; 
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r* t* 

DP 


and at the fame time was willing to take off 
the mod Wealthy, that he might feize upon 
their Fortunes, and diftribute them amongft his 
Soldiers and Prize-fighters *, to engage the for¬ 
mer to guard his Perfon, and the latter to make 
him Diverfion. Flavins: fet down the Names 
of the Condemned, he lays the Book upon the 
Bed, thinking no one would dare to enter the 
Room without his Orders. 

There was then at Court a little Boy, a mere 
Infant, who went naked oi Clothes, but orna¬ 
mented with Gold and precious Stones, a piece 
of Luxury very common among the Romans ; 
for all who were famous for high fumptuous 


commodus , that his very Name might exprefs 
the great Love the Emperor had tor the Child. 
He, playing about the Apartments of the Em¬ 
peror, who was now taken up with bathing and 
revelling, ran, as ufual, into the Bed-chamber; 
and having taken the Book off the Bed for a 
Play-thing, carries it out of the Room, and, 
by fome Direction of Providence, meets with 
Marcia , who was herfelf very fond ot the Child. 
She immediately catches him up in. her Arms, 
and kiffes him and obferving the Book in his 
Hand, fhe takes it from him, fearing left the 
Child might fpoil or tear fomething of Confe- 
quence contained in it. But feeing the Empe¬ 
ror’s Hand, it excited her Curiofity to examine 
th^ Contents; which floe foon found to be Sen¬ 
tences of Death •, and, to her great Aftonifh- 
ment, faw a long Lift of the Condemned, at 
the Head of which was her own Name, fol- 


G 


lowed 
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lowed by thofe of L*tus and EleZus 
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Upon 


O brave Comma 


which, burfting into Tears, 

« Jus (fays Are) are thefe the Returns of 


Love 


Is this my Reward lor beat 


Ct 


ing your Affronts and beaftly Inch 
r h L^ vwc ?__But it fli all never be 


for 


64 fo many Years 


CC 


a drunken Madman (hall pi 
folves of a Woman in her Senii 


the Rc 
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Ur 


this, fhe 


frequent Acceis 


lv fends for Eleft 

iy 


w ho 


Car 


of the Bed-chamber, but (as it was 


of a fecret Intrig 


ruuiuui ui ^- . , no i 

tween them; and giving him the Boo 


C 4 


be 
Se 


j e 




(die cries) what a glorious head we 
like to celebrate! ” Elesius, who was a> 

■ptian by Birth, and had Subtilty and Coin 
P ‘ ' and execute any great De 


E 


■a 


enough to 


r m and was by Nature prone to Rcientmeni, 
• ° ’ read the Lift, was ftruck with Aftomfh- 

but Revenge foon getting the better oi 


ment •, 


5 ^ v. -- CO , J 1 

Surprize, he Units the Book, and by o 

Id truft fends it to Lcftus. t\~ e 


i • 


m’d at the Perutal 


runs 


i 


y 


to 


Me 


if he was going to concert with 


J.YAWf I'M) ~ 5/^-1 

and Eleilus about the Emperor s Oh. 


to 


Prize-fighters School 


Under 


text, they had an Opportunity 


relating 
Pre- 

conlultmg, 


either to do or differ fome 


s “irs is' ft- — 1 » 


Debate 


fince the lead: Delay might pro* 


1 UU 0 - - j r 

fatal to them all. I hey 


as the 


fafeft 


Way, to give Commodus a poifo 


Draugl 
Tafi 


Mm 


eadily .undertook the 

J . • • /l i I. rv 


For fire ufed to mix and adminiftei 


ialK. ror me utuu — . . r1r , n u 

full Cup to the Emperor, thought ^ 


from his Miftrefs’s H 


t? 

iy 
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ly, ftie infufcs Poifon into a Bowl of fragrant 
Wine ; and as loon as he came from the Bath, 
gives it into his Hand. He, in his accuftomed 
amorous IVIanncr, received the Bowl; and being 
veiy thirdly alter his frequent Bathings, and 
cuftomaiy hunting oi Bealls in the Gymnahum, 
drinks it off without the lead; Sufpicion. When 
prefently a Drowfinefs lazed him, and having 

a great Inclination to Sleep, which he took for 

the Eftebl of his hard Fxercile, he lay down to 

Reft. Elect us and JzLcivciu ordered every body 
to withdraw, and go about their private Affairs, 
left they might by any Noife difturb the Em- 
pci qi s Repole. I his created no Sufpicion, be- 
caule it was no more than Cowtiodus’s ufual 
Cuftom, to tall alleep after hard Drinking: For 
as he frequently ufed the Bath, and had leveral 
Meals in a Day, he kept no regular Hours ior 
Sleep; but having devoted himfelf to numerous 
and various Scenes of Pleafures, he was fo much 
a Slave to them, that they often engaged his 
Attendance at their refpedlive Seafons, even 
again!! his Inclinations. For fome time he 
relied; but the Poifon operating in his Sto¬ 
mach and Bowels, he was taken with a Dizzi- 
nefs; and a violent Vomiting enfued ; whether 
from the Food and great Quantities of Drink 
he had taken, repelling the Poifon, or from 
the Antidote he had made ufe of, as the Em¬ 
perors always do, before they eat, by way of Pre¬ 
fer vative again!! Attempts of that Nature. But 
as he vomited fo plentifully, that they were 
afraid he would bring up all the Poifon, and 
his Recovery prove their Deftru&ion, they, by 
large Promifes, prevail’d upon one Narcijfus , 
a young Man of great Spirit and Refolution, 

Q 2 to 
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to enter 

h i m. L 


the Emperor’s Chamber and fhangl 
ircifots runs into the Room 

•U ~ • « F'l 


and find 


incr him lying m * : 

Wkh the Poiion, and drunk with the Liquor, 
lie, without much Difficulty, grafps him by 


ufilling Poftur 


fick 


Throat 


and completes the Murthei 


In this Manner ended the Life of Commodii 


s. 


when he had reigned thirteen Years alter his 


He was a Prince of the moll 


Father’s Deceale. T 

noble Extraction ot any ot his Predece.iOis. n 
Form and Beauty he excelled the. Men o. 


M 


thole Times 
eemed infei 


cl to Courage, he 


to none, efpecially 


and manual Exercifes, had 
all his Excellencies, by the 

above deicribed. 


* 

"rr 


Pr 


\ 


H E R C- 
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C OMMODUS being taken off in the Man- A.0.193 

ncr deferibed in the former Book of our 
Hiftory, the Authors of his Death, in or¬ 
der to conceal the Fad from the Guards on 


Duty at Court, wrap’d up the Body in an ordi¬ 
nary Blanket, and gave it to two of their trufty 
Domeftics, to carry it out with feeming Care- 
lefnefs, as fome fuperfluous Utenfil of the Bed¬ 
chamber. The Servants executed their Orders, 
and conveyed it fafe through all the Guards; 
fome of whom were in a drunken Sleep, others, 
though awake, yet were fo exceeding drowfy, 
that they nodded againft the Spears they held 
in their Hands; the reft never troubled them- 
felves to examine the Bundle, as they took it 
for fomething into which it concern’d not them 
to inlped. Thus the Body of the Emperor 
was clandeftinely carried out of the Court-gate; 
where, befriended by the Night, they put it 
upon a Vehicle, and fent it to the Ariftaum a - 


* The Arifuvum here mentioned was a Maufoleum, or 

Monument, or (as our Author calls it in another Place) a 

Temple of the defunft Emperors. There were many of 

thefe magnificent Monuments built by feveral Emperors, 

but not in the City : For it was exprcisly forbidden in the 

G 3 Reman 
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In the mean while Latus y Ele£lus 0 and Mar - 
tie, concerted together what was belt to be 
done *, and the Remit was, to fpread the Re¬ 
port of his Death*, but to give out, that he was 
carried off by an apopledtic Fit: Which they 
judged would eafily gain Credit, as no one was 
a Stranger to his Intemperance and Gluttony. 
However, they thought it neceffary, hr It to 
pitch upon fome Man, advanced in Years, and 
of a fober hone it Character, to fuccede him in 
the Empire *, that fo they might, by him, pro¬ 
cure to thcmfelves Impunity, and at the fame 
time let the People relpire from that opprefiivc 
Tyranny, under which they fo long had groan¬ 
ed. No one occurred to their Minds fitter for 
this Purpofe than Pertinax *, who was by Birth 
an Italian , and in great Reputation for his good 
Behaviour in Affairs both Military and Civil. 
Fie had eredted leveral Trophies, for Vidtories ob¬ 
tained over the Germans, and the Eaftern Barbari¬ 
ans ; had been Companion to the Emperor Mar¬ 
cus and the General moft honoured by him of all 
in the Army. He was the only one b Commodus 


Roman Laws, to bury the Dead in the City; as drey thought 
it both profane and unwholfome. Commodus's Corps was 
fecretly conveyed to the Mauioleunr of the Emperor Adri¬ 
an at Rutcoli, a City of Campania, on the Sea-coaft, about 
ten Miles to the Eaft of Naples. The People affembled in 
a tumultuous Body about the Palace, demanding his dead 
Body, that they might drag it about the Streets with an 
Uncus, or Grapling ; but being told by Pertinax, that the 
Corps was interred, they were at lail pacified, though with 

much Difficulty. 

b To Pertinax we mull add two more, ViBorinus and 
Pompeiama. Thefe three had not been murthered. Dio tdh 
us, P ompeianus lived moftly in the Country, being afflidte 
with fore Eyes; but that he was prefent in the Senatc- 
houfe when Pertinax was made Emperor; and that was 

the fil'd and the lail Time Dio ever law him. 
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liad left alive of all his Father’s honeft Fiiends 


whether it 
Gravity, or fpared 


revered 
becaufe 


old Man 

poor 


i 


For it was no fmall Addition to Perthiax s othe 
Praifes, that, though he had been trailed with 
greater Commands than any of the reft, he was, 
notwithstanding, the pooreft Officer in the Ar- 

iny. 

To this Pertinax then, Latus and Elerns, Urn™ 
with a few others of their Party, went at Mid- 
night, when the whole Houfe was afteep ; and 
finding the Door faftened, they called ud the 

o 


Ho aid. 


Porter ; who, having op 


ftandin 


‘a 


and Ltftus 


knew was the Prefedt, runs, 


pr 


and Fright, and 


feen Soldiers 
hem, who he 
le utmoft Sur- 
Mafter. 


Evils 


Per- 

dered them to be admitted, faying, the 

long expedted were now arrived 


J— § V liC * * w -Q | . -I 

Neverthelefs, he continued (they fay) in that 
undifturb’d Compofure of Spirit, that he neither 

leap’d out of the Bed 


but 


Poftui 


and when Lditus and Elefcius entred 
_ Room, though he thought they were fent 
to murther him, yet he had Prefence ot Mind 
enough to accoft them firft, without the lealt 
Sien^of Fear or Dejedtion in his Countenance 


C 4 » 


Tis long fmee (fays he! that I have ex- Their 


pe&ed every flight to meet with this End of 


u 


my Lite 
left of a 


for as I am the only 
Father’s Friends, I 


tion. 


r. 


woiidrecl at Commodus's Slownels to take me 


u 


cc 


<c 


u 


off, 



why Hand ye hefitating any 


? 


Execute your Orders, and rid 
of an anxious Lite, lull of gloomy Hope and 


Fear 




G 4 


To 





02 


HERODIAN. 


Book II. 


To 


Lectus replied 


Ceafe 


4 C 


ipi cions unworthy your 


the Dig 


44 


tv ot 


former I 


44 


44 


44 


bl 

fc 


procure 

the 


S 


The End of this 

your Deftrudlion, 
afety both ot 


ana 


44 


y 


is no more 


Roman Em pit 

te has fu fibred 


/nr - '! 


i he 


cc 


I 


C 


I 


“ had deiigned to 


infiid on us, we have, with 


£> 


J ultice 


red upon himfelf 


We 


“ come now to inveli you with the Imp 


Sovereignty, well 


Integrity 


44 


your Lite 


— — —O? o 

Greatnefs of your Authority 


1 the facred Gravity 


your 


A ere, have 


tD 


CC 


ndered you not only moft eminently difcin 


« puiflied among the Senate, but loved and 
« honoured by all the People : And we doubt 


but what we now do, will be as agree¬ 


able 


To 


their Wifines, as 
. Prefervation.” 
which Per tinny: i 


it K 


conducive to 


joined 


Rather 


44 


44 


44 


44 


ceafe you thus to mock and trifle with an 

old Man, endeavouring to fallen on me the 

Difgrace of Cowardice, by fir ft deceiving me 

/arcls per- 

But E!e- 




ana 


fiter 


3 ? 


with Hopes of Emj; 
petrating your intended Mi 
Bus return’d: “ Since you ditbelievc our Word 


Book 


peril fe 


Y 


44 


44 


quainted with Commodids Hand, as you 

i _ . ** 1 • • • 


have frequently read Paper 
You will foon find what Dan 


writing. 


tD 


cf- 




c c 


capec 


•1 


far 


any Deli 


to deceive or tempt you 

Pertinax read the Lift; ai 


33 


d 


Up 


trailing to 


which, 

M 

t h e 


Honour of the Men, formerly his E 
enquires 


into 


P 


what 


1 bee i 
done 
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done, and then gives himfelf up to their Dif- 
pofal. 

It was judged proper at firft to go to the 
Army, and found the Inclinations of the Sol¬ 
diers. Thefe Latus undertook to bring over 
to their Party: For as he was their Prefedt, it; 
was natural to fuppofe they would pay him fome 
Refpedt. Accordingly, taking with them the 
reft who were prefent, they haftened immedi¬ 
ately to the Camp. For the Night being far 
advanced, and the enfuing Day the Feaft of the 
New-Year, they refolved to put their Scheme 
into pra&ice before the Morning. They there¬ 
fore difpatched fome of their Friends, whom 
they could truft, to publiftt aloud, that Comma- 
dus was dead, and Pertinax , his appointed Suc- 

ceffor, was on his way to the Camp. 

The Report of which fo tranfported the Peo- The Peo¬ 
ple, that they appeared like Enthuhafts °r J t r ^, 0ice 
Madmen. They ran up and down the Streets p eat j; of 
in a Tumult of Joy, every one carrying the Commo- 
good News to his Friends and Relations •, efpe- dm. 
daily fuch as were inverted with Power, or pof- 
feffed of Riches; for thefe were never without 
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v/as a Man of great Moderation, the Soldiers, 

who were accuftomed to be the 'fools of 1 y- 
ranny, employed in Rapine and Extortion, 
would not be very fond of a Sovereign of lo 
contrary a Dilpofition. 1 his made them flock 
thither in a Body, in order to force them to a 
Compliance in cafe of Refufal. But when they 
were come to the Camp, Lcetus and Elcffus 
entered, bringing Pertinax with them*, and the 
Soldiers being afi'embled, Lcetus fpoke to this 


Lotus's 
Speech to 

the Sol¬ 
diers. 


Effedt. 

<c Commodus our Emperor is dead of an Apo- 
“ pledtic Fit. The Caufe of this Death is juft- 
« ly imputable to himfelf alone. We were 
cc continually offering him good and wholfome 
“ CounfeU which he rejedting, and living in the 
« Manner you all know, his repeated Exceffes 
‘ c furcharged Nature, and neceffarily hurried 
« him to his deftin’d Fate. For the Means of 
46 Death are not one and the fame to all Men •, 

44 but though the Ways are many and different, 

44 yet they all lead to that one certain End. 

44 To fupply his Place, we, together with the 
44 Rowan People, bring you a Man, whofe 

44 Ao-e is venerable, whofe Life unblameable, 

44 and whofe Military Abilities and Viitue 
44 need no Encomium •, fince the ancienter 
44 amongft you have in the Field feen con- 
44 vincing Proofs enough of the former; and 
44 the reft, during fo many Years he has pre- 
44 ftded over the City, have had the latter not 
44 only in Honour but Admiration. In this 
44 Man, Fortune now gives you both a good 
44 Sovereign and a kind Father. His Reign 
44 fhall blefs, not only you, the immediate 

44 Guards of his Perfon*, but thole likewife, 

44 who 
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“ who are now polled on the Banks of Rivers, 

“ and on the remoteft Boundaries of the Ro- 
“ man Empire*, who keep in Remembrance his 
“ well-tried Worth, fo often confpicuous in all 
“ his A&ions. Nor fliall we now any longer 
“ bribe the Barbarians into Obedience by Mo- 
« ney : But when they fliall reflect on what 
“ they have already felt from the Romans , led 
“ by fuch a Pretor, their own Fear will be a 
“ Motive fufficiently powerful to reduce them 
“ to Subjection.” 

While Latus was fpeaking in this Manner, p e rtinax 
and the Soldiers flood hefitating, and feem’d a faluted 
little flow of Approbation *, the People, unable dugujtus. 

to contain any longer, 'faluted Pertinax aloud 
by the Title of Auguftus , called him their Fa¬ 
ther, and addrefled him with every honourable 
Appellation. The Soldiers then, not with the 
fame Alacrity, but becaufe they were befet on 
every Side by the Multitude, and were but 
few in Number, and thofe unarmed, as on a 
Day of universal Feftivity, compelled by Ne- 
ceflity, feconded the Acclamations of the Peo¬ 
ple, and faluted him Auguftus: And having all 
taken the proper Oaths of Allegiance, and per¬ 
formed the ufual Ceremonies of Divine Service, 
the whole People and Soldiery, with Boughs 
of Laurel, attended him quite to the Imperial 
Court. 

When he came into the Palace, conduced 
thither (as we have before obferved) in the 
Night-time, his Mind was opprefied with a 
Load of Cares; and though he was a Man of 
great Spirit and Fortitude, he was not without 
Fear, that this Revolution might be attended 
with unhappy Confcquents: Not through any 

Prefages 
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he 




rcfages of Evils which might befalhimfelf (for 
had often faced and defpifed Dangers far 

than the prefent) but he could 


D 


reflecting on the ludden Change in the Empire, 
and the Pride of feveral Senators of the moft il- 
luftrious Families; who, he fufpeCted, would ne¬ 
ver agree, that the Imperial Sovereignty fliould 
fall, from a Prince fo nobly defcended, to a 


Perfon 


P 1 


and low Extraction 


For 


though the Integrity of his Life fpake highly 
his Favour, and his Actions in his military Ca 


pacity were 


yet 


point of 


Birth he came very ihort of the Patr 
As foon as it was Day, therefor 


Senate 


but would not Puffer the Fir 


to be carried before him, nor othei 

Royalty to be raifed or difplayed, 

of the Sen 


dia 


ned the Difpofition 



Symbols of 
till he had 
te. Immc- 
•s, with 

kens of 

* 

RefpeCt and Homage, faluting him Auguftus , 
and Emperor. At fir ft he defired to be excufed 
from undertaking the invidious Burden of Em- 

and at the fame 




on his Appear; 

Unanimity, paid 


the Senato 
all the T( 


pire, pleading his great Age •, 

Time alledging, there were many Patricians 
whofe illuftrious Lineage rendered them fitter 
Perfons to be invefted with the Imperial Pur¬ 
ple: And prefently taking Glabrio by the Hand, 
he led him forth, and ordered him to be feated 


This Man was 


Patr 



for he 


on the Imperial Throne. 

Birth the nobleft of all the 
carried his Pedigree quite up to Mneas, the Son 
of Venus and Anchifes % and^ had, befidcs, been 
twice Conful. But he declined the Honour, 


by fay 


Pertinax , “I myfelf, whom you 


“ efteem the moft worthy, freely refign. the 

CC 


Dignity 


* 
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A X 



.SC 


Dignity to you 


and, with 


to -? . i 

Suffrages of all the reft, commit the Imperial 

TT - 1 : 3 ) VT_,^rK^U 


cc 


your H 


Up 


whole Senate, with repeated Importunities, and 
a kind of relpe&tul Violence, prevailed upon 

him, not without 


Relirft 


afeend 


the Throne 


whence, as ioon as he was leated 


ed hirnfeif to them in this M 


CC 


The 


The obliging Addrefs, and unexampled 
sc Zeal, with which you have fo unanimoufly Speech 

« consented to inveft me in this high Honour, 

44 in preference to your own Advantages or g enate> 
cc Birth, as they cut oft all Sufpicicn ol flat 

44 terv, 


and are fo many lndifputable Aigu- 


of your good Affe&ion, would in any 
other Man excite Courage and Ardour 


CC 


cept 


the great 


Power conferred j and 


« him hope, he with Eafe might happily dil 
44 charge the important i rufi of Government 
44 amonp-ft Subiedts fo kindly prepoflefs’d in his 


Favour. But to me, 


Conft 


nary I 


of 
come 


CC 


attended with all the Weight of Confu 


ftonilh 


ft 


f; 


cc 


beget no fmall Fear and S 


For where threat Benefits have 


v difficult to make afuitable Acknowled 

J — W (* T\ * . '1 


44 ment j becaule, in 


Ma 


cc 


they 


but 


Req 


if 

J 

pay 


the Kindnefs, their Liberality is efteem’d 

afv Effect of their large Power 


but 


CC t 


Inftance of their grateful Difpofition . On 

of a fuperlative 


ry 


cc p 


Nature have been previously confeired, if 
rty obliged f 


Returns, the 


Narrowr 


of his Circumftances 


CC 


fide red 
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“ fidered; but his want of Ability is miftaken 
“ for Ingratitude. I am therefore ienfible, how 
££ arduous a Tafk I have before me*, to fhew 
££ myfelf worthy the Honour you have given 
“ me *, fince true Dignity confids not in the 
“ being veiled with Authority, but in aiding 
“ in fuch a Manner as not to difgrace it: And 
C£ by how much the former Meafures have been 
i£ more flagrantly evil, by fo much are Mens 
££ Expectations more incited to find themfelves 

e£ bettered in the next Succeffor. Befides, In- 

££ juries are always longeil remcmbred (for what 
66 has hurted us, makes a lading Imprefiion) but 
££ the Memory of good Offices generally perifli 
<c with the Enjoyment. Liberty is not fo de- 
“ lightful, as Slavery painful. Nor does he, 
££ that has the free Enjoyment of his Fortunes 
££ fecured to him, reckon himlelf much ob- 
“ liged to the Protector, who, he thinks, gives 
££ him nothing but what is his own : But, on 
44 the contrary, if any one be deprived of his 

£C Property, he entertains an everlafting Relent- 
<£ ment againd the Offender. Nor is the 
££ greated Advantage, procured to the whole 
a Community, edeemed any Profit by parti- 
e£ cular Perfons; becaufe the general Good is 
t£ but little regarded by Individuals: But who- 
4C ever meets with Impediments in his own Ex- 
peCtations, immediately is apt to conclude, 
“ that he is quit of all Obligations, and...wholly 
“ unconcerned in the Profperity of the Public. 
cc Add to all this, that they who have been ac~ 
<£ cuftomed to a luxurious and expenfive Courfe 
££ of Life, fupported by the extravagant im- 
££ menfe Largefles of Tyrants, if, compelled by 
4£ fcanty Circumdances, you attempt to reduce 

££ them 
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" them to 


a more 


moderate Way of Livin 


o> 


cc will not call this unpleafm 
fober and prudent Oeconomy 


Alter 

but rather 




CC 


cc 


defame it by the odious Names of Meannefs 
and wretched Parfimony •, never confiderin 
that all profufe injudicious Donations mult 
neceffarily be fupplied by Extortion and Ra 

pine; an 
difpenfes 


wifely 

every one according to his Me 


without invading the 


Property of 


another, by not gratifying any Man s unrea- 
fonable Cravings after enormous Heaps of 

Wealth, teaches all the uieful Lef- 


111 - 

fons of Sobriety and Frugality 


Tr 


As thefe 


you are all no Stranger 


CC 


o-reatly behoves you to aflift me with your 
joint Endeavours, efteeming the Adminiftia- 

d i xn _ /a ^ iv\ r\n <*A 


Government a Charge common 


yourfeh 


me 


and 



making your 


“ own 


ood Hopes confpicuous to the People 


CC 


confirm them 

ned by 


theirs, that they 


b.e 


Counfels of the Wife and 


Noble, and not oppreffed 

r fr* •*. J) 



the defpotic 


Power of 


Ty« 


I'his Speech of Pertinax was highly pleafing 

expreffed their Satisfaction 


Senate 


moft affeblins Acclamations c , and paid 


ufual Accla 


mat ions of the Rowans to their Emperors, I ihall prefent 

the Reader with a few of them made by the Senate to 

Pertinax ; that by the Form of thefe he may judge of the 

* 1 Parricide? honor es 


reft. Hop pat7 


darab Jiur Pomade t,-abator. Ho/lh fata* fame,da 


[poll 


Ho fits Deo turn, hoji 


tits. 
.Hficem. 

lie iter. 


J'ahn Jim us, Jupiter oft. max. fe 
F.xercitibus Romanis j 

txaudi , Ctefar. Dele 

p 

I 


Senates fe- 
, Exaudj : 

Cxfar 
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him all the Tokens of Honour and Reverence. 
He was then conducted, firfb to the Temple of 
Jupiter , and afterwards to thofe of the other 
Gods; where having finifhed the cuftomary 
Imperial Sacrifices, he returned to the Palace. 

Nor was it long, e’er the Fame of what he 
had faid in the Senate-houfe, and his written 
Orations to the People, were difperfed abroad, 

Caefa'r.—0 nos fdices te <viro imperante. See. — Down with 
the Honours of the Enemy of his Country [meaning Commodus~\ 
Down with the Honours of the Parricide. Drag the Parricide. 
Let the Enemy of his Country, the Parricide, the Gladiator, 
he torn to pieces in the Stripping-hole [a Hole in the /Irena, 
where the dead Prize-fighters \yere flowed.] The Enemy of 
the Gods, the Enemy of the Senate.—That we may he Jap, 
0 good, great Jupiter, preferse to us Pertinax.— Good Luck 
to the Roman Armies. Good luck to the Piety of the. Senate .—• 
Hear, O Czefar. The Informers to the Lion. Hear, 0 Cx- 
far. 0 happy us with fuch a Man, as you, our Emperor! kc. 

Lampridius gives us thefe Forms from Marius Maximus, 
who took them out of the Atts of the Senate ; and Dio 
confirms them as authentic; who himfelf was prefent in the 
Senate-houfe, and joined with his Brother-Senators in the 
Acclamations. • 

Thefe Acclamations were not uttered at random, but 
chanted in a fort of noify Tune, and from a fet Form. 
One of the Senators pitch’d the Tune, and the reft follow¬ 
ed, repeating the fame Words feveral times, like th_- Cho¬ 
rus of a merry Song. And therefore Pliny the younger 
calls them Cantica. I find frequent mention of them made 
by the Writers of the Augufla Hiftoria; who are minute 
enough to fet down, how many Times each Form was re¬ 
peated. The Cuftom continued down to the Times of the 
Chrifiian Emperors, not only in the State, but the Church 
alfo. Thus we read, that when St. Aufiin, the African 
Bifhop, nominated Era dins for his Succellor, thefe Accla¬ 
mations followed : Deo gratias. Chrillo laudes. Exandi, 
Chrifte. Auguftino wit am. Te patrem ; te epifeopim. 
Thanks to God. Praifcs to Chrift : This was find thirteen 
Times. Hear, 0 Chrift; Life to Aufiin : Repeated fix- 
teen Times. Thee, our Father ; thee, our Bijhop ; Said 
eighteen Times. 

W 



to 
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to the inexpreflible Joy of the whole Empire ^ 
who all hoped to find in him, not a King, but 
a juft and clement Governor, a Father of his 
People. For he ordered the Soldiers to leave 
off all Infults to the Commonalty, nor even to 
ft tike any one as he paffed •, and endeavoured 
to reftore Things to their former Decency and 
good Order. In his Procefiions and public 

Dilpenfations of Juftice, he Ihewed a moderate, 
humane, and merciful Dilpofition; and by ftu- 
dioufly imitating the Virtues of Marcus , de¬ 
lighted the Elder with the Revival of that 
good Prince’s Memory ; and eafily gained the 
Love and Efteem of all the reft, by recovering 
them from a State of Mifery under the moft 
cruel and contumelious Tyranny, to a regular, 
fecure, and happy Life. The Fame of his 
mild Government loon diffufing itfelf abroad, 
all the Nations and Armies within either the 
Dominion or Alliance of the Romans , look’d 
on him as a Prince endued with Divine Power. 
Even the Barbarians, who had thrown off the 
Reins of Subjection, and were creating Dif- 
iurbances, repreffed by Fear, and awed at the 
Remembrance of his Virtues, fo eminently con- 
fpicuous in the former Wars, and at the lame 
time crediting the Report of his Integrity, that 
he never willingly injured any, but rewarded 
every one according to his Merit, free from an 
unbecoming Partiality, and averfe to Violence 
and Rigor, voluntarily fubmitted themfelves to 
his Authority. And Ambafladors were fent 
trom all Parts, to congratulate the Romans on 
their being bleffed with fuch a Sovereign. 

But while all rejoiced, both publickly and 
privately, in his mild and prudent Government, 

H the 



y 

i 

/ 


HERODIAN 


Book II 


he very Profpeft that gave fo much Pleafurf 

ne y was t h e Caufe oi 


all the World betides 


1 


“ e :r D toion'to the Soldiers at 

Iho ufed to guard the Emperor’s Perfon 
being now reftrain’d from Rapine and Info 


lence, and 


d to good Order and Deco 


they thought themfelves difgraced by 

J A , if- r i 


and 


mild equitable Government 
their Licentioufnefs, they refolded 


Pertinax's 


curb’d 
bear 

it AtTrft”they only behaved themfelves tar¬ 
dy and difobedient to what was commanded; 
but foon after, e’er Pertinax had completed fall 

two Months d of his Reign (in which 1 ttlc 

Space he had fliewn fo many good and generot. 
Hopes of Happinefs) evil Fortune intafcinated 

fefting his admirable Defigns, fo plainly calcu 

lated for the Good of his People. 

he ordered, that the Land in 

lay unmanured and 


For 


firft 


ernmentl idle 


Italy and other Parts 


Months 


though it belonged to the Crown 

W 

Eufebius by a grofs Miftake, makes him leign fix 

whereas D%, who, as well as oar Author was 

then living, fays, his whole Reign was but eighty-feveu 
Days- 4wL makes ’ 

nTCA ni: imagine this modern Phrafe to 
be a feral Tranfation, for Crowns are not mentionedm 

Lnal Services, and had Epithets figmficative of the fet era 

Merits for which they were confer d; as > 

given to him that had faved the Life of a to m Vaw 

Lemy’s Town, <*. Julius Cxfar, mde d, "■ 
Leave from the Senate to wear a perpetual Coronet 
Laurel; but his Succeffors either wore it or rejefted ^ 


cafionallv 
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•fiiould be given to all who would undertake to 
cultivate and improve it, according to every 
one’s Ability ; and enabled, that the Occupiers 
and Improvers Ikon Id be foie Proprietors. He 
granted to all Hufbandmen, Exemption from 
I axes for ten Pears, and perpetual Immunity 
from all kinds of Servitude. He relufed to 
have any of the Imperial Revenues and E (kites 
.go under his Name ; for he faid they were not 
the Property of the Sovereign, but the common 
and public Inheritance of the Roman Empire. 
All the Impofts and Cuftoms, on the Sides of 
Rivers, in the Ports of the City, or the com¬ 
mon Paflages and Highways, which had been 
invented only to gratify the Avarice of Tyrants, 
lie took off; and reftored the Places to their 
priftine Freedom. The whole Tenor of his 
Ablions fulHciently demonftrated, that his foie 
Delight was to promote the Good or his Sub¬ 
jects, and that he intended to carry on that Re¬ 
formation he had lo well begun : For he ba- 
nifhed all Informers f from the City, and com- 

cafionally. The chief Symbol of Imperial Dignity was a 
purple Robe ; but tire Diadem, or Regal Crown, was not 
in Ufe among the Romans till the Time of Juftinian the 
Emperor, above five hundred Years after ChriJL Though 
we are told by Suetonius, that Caligula was very near tak¬ 
ing the Diadem, and reducing the Roman State into the 
Form of a Kingdom. 

f As there is frequent mention of Informers in the Writ¬ 
ings of the Romans, it may not be improper to give the 
Englijb Reader a fhort Account of them They were a 
Set of mifehievous Creatures, call’d by the Romans, Dela- 
tores ; who, under the Direction of Head-Informers ilyled 
Mandatorcs, infinuated themfelves into the Companies and 
Affemblies of the Nobility, Gentry, and others; and hav¬ 
ing taken Notice of all that was faid or done, gave Infor¬ 
mation of every the lcaft Word or Circumftance tending 

H 2 to 
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mantled them to be puniflted wherever they 
were taken, thereby guarding agamft any Dan¬ 
cer that might accrue to the Lives or 1 roper- 
ties of the People by falfe or invidious Accu- 
fations •, which gave the Senate especially, and 
all the reft, the moft promifing Expectations of 
fpending their Lives in Security and Happi- 
nefs. As a Proof of his Moderation, and how 

little he loved to value himfelf above others, 
he never brought his Son, who was a young 
Lad, into the Imperial Palace, but kept him at 
his own private Houle, and fent him to the 
public Schools, and other Gymnaftic Colleges, 
amoneft other Children •, and made him go 
through the fame Leffons and Exerciles as pri¬ 
vate Boys, without the leaft Indulgence or Par- 
tiality; nor would have him at all diftinguiftied 
from the reft by any regal Drefs or pompous 


The Sol¬ 
diers rife 
againft 

o 

Pertinax, 
and mur- 
ther him. 


E< Whik, by thefe found Principles, he govern¬ 
ed both himfelf and his People, the Guards 


had pradifed under the former Reign 
of their drunken Revels they agreed * 


i offended at his Condud *, and 

for thofe Ravages and Violences they 

fome 


off, as 


heavy Clo 


their vicious Courfes 


Difaffe&ion 


The Perfons informed 


generally 


and 


banilhed 


Gang 


£££Peo^ that the heft and greated 
Reformation they requeued from good Emperors, was to 
rid them immediately of thefe pernicious Ms of Society. 
The Reward given to certain Informers for their Infoima- 

not onlv under the Emperors, but in the Times of 
ipublic alfo, was commonly a Fourth Part of the 
qes of the Condemned; whence they obtained the 


tions, 


Title of guadruplatores 


and 
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and fet up in his room one that would main¬ 
tain them in their Licentioufnefs with Impu¬ 
nity. Accordingly, when none fufpeCted an 
Attempt of this nature, but the whole City was 
in the utmoft Tranquillity, with a turbulent 
fiery Spirit they ifiiied out of their Camp, and 
ran in a tumultuous Manner, till they came to 
the Palace about Noonj which they entred, 
prefenting their Spears, and brandifhing their 
Swords, with all the Marks ot military Out¬ 
rage. The Officers and Servants of the Em¬ 
peror, fhock’d at this Hidden unexpected Riot, 
were incapable of making any Refiftance *, but, 

being few and unarmed, againft an armed 

feditious Multitude, left their leveral Polls in 



of the Mutiny, advifed him to fly, and put 

himfelf on the People for Protection. But he 
could not be prevail’d upon to take their Coun- 
fel, thinking it, though ufeful for the prefent, 
yet mean and unbecoming the Imperial Dignity 

and the Character of his paft Life and Actions *, 
therefore abfolutely refufed either to fly or hide 
himfelf. He judged it molt advifable, in this 
dangerous Crifis, to go out and fpeak to them, 
hoping he might appeafe their wild unreafon- 
able Rage for the prefent. Accordingly, he 
came out of his Apartment, and went up to 
them, with Intent to learn the Caufe of their 


prefent Commotion •, and endeavoured, with 
great Calmnefs and Prefence of Mind, to re¬ 
duce them to Reafon. For he appeared neither 
irritated, nor fliocked at the Danger-, but, witE- 
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thing beneath the Authority of a Sovereign; 

His “ To have (lays he) my Life thus violently 
Speech « ta p ell f r0 m me, is no very great nor heavy 
to mem. u j^ 0 ^ s tQ an 0 }g w ho has arrived at this 

“ advanced Period with Reputation and Ho- 
« nour ; fmee Death is the common Condition 
“ofHumanity, which, fooner or later, every 
« one mult undergo. But that you, the re- 
“ puted Guards and Defenders of your Sove- 
“ reign, whofc Duty it is to repel all Dangers 
offered him from others, fhould yourlelves 
« become hisMurtherers, and ftain your Swords 

“ with the Blood, not only of your Country- 
“ man, but your Prince ; confider whether this 
« may not hereafter prove as dangerous to you, 
a as it is now impious. For I am not confcious 
« to myfeif of having afforded you the leaft 
“ Ground for Refentment. If it be the Lofs 
“ of Comtncdus that you bear fo hardly, you 
“ would do well to relledi, he was a Man con- 
“ fequcntly his Death can be no matter of Sur- 
“ prize. But if you think he was taken off by 
“ Treachery, this Imputation ftill a ft e 61 s not 
“ me •, who, as you well know, was too far 
“ from the Court to be within the reach even 
u of Sufpicion, and as ignorant of what was 
“ there t ran ladled, as you yourfclves: So that 
“ if you fufpedt Treafon, you fliould charge it 
“ on thofe at leaft who may poffibly be guilty. 
“ But knee his Deceafe, you have been always 
fupported in your juft Privileges, and fup- 
“ plied with every thing you could reafonably 
expedft without my having recourfe to Vio- 
“ lence or Injuftice.”—While he reafon’d with 
them after this Manner, feme began to relent, 
and a great many turned away and retired, 

aw ’ d 



PERTINAX. 77 

aw’d at the. grave Majefty of fo venerable an 
Emperor. But fome of the reft rulli’d upon 
the good old Man in the midft ol his Speech, 
and murthered him. When the horrid Deed 
was done, the Soldiers, well knowing how dit- 
pleafing the News would be to the People, and 
thinking it beft to prevent any bad Confe- 
quences of their juft Reientment, retired to their 
Camp *, where they kept themfclves within the 
'Walls, and placed fufficient Guards in the 
Towers, to repel any Attack might be made by 
the People. This was the Manner of Per finals 
Death: whofe Life and Morals were, as we have 


before deferibed. 




\ 
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the Blood of the Emperor, kept themfelves 
ft ill in their Encampments; but fent out fome 
of the ftrongeft Lungs and loudeft Voices up- 


the Wor 


y 


Emp 


be fet to Sale, and confign’d to the higheft Bid¬ 
der-, and that they would conduft thePurchafer 
fafe into the Imperial Palace. When this ftrange 
Proclamation was fpread, the honefter and more 
fteady Members of the Senate, and they of the 

es (the fmall Remains 
neither went near the 

Walls, nor gave the lead Countenance to the 
dilhonourable and fcandalous Step, of trafficking 
for the Government of their Country. 


belt Quality and Fortui 
of Commodus's Tyranny) 


But the Proclamation of 


Soldiers was 


told to 


lull 


Man of Confular Rank 


and thought exceffively rich) while he was 
Supper in the Evening, debauching and 
roulins; for he had the Charadter of a very 


at 

ca- 


temperate Liv 


His Wife and Dau 


£> 


with his whole Herd of Parafites, perluaded 


him 


he Table, and fly directly 


Camp, to learn 


of 


all 


way they prompted 
proflituted Empire 


Story 

i lay hold 


the 

and 


him 


S ulpitian 

bids for 
the Em¬ 
pire, 


that he had Money 
bid any that ffiould put in with 
Purchafe. When they came near 
the Wall, he bawl’d out, that he would give 
whatever they alkedthat he had wherewithal 
to fatisfy their Demands, being poflefied of im~ 
menfe Treafures of Gold and Silver 
About the fame Time, one Snip 


*/<• ^ 


who 




is re 


ewife of Confular Dignity, and prefided 

k u ' t over the City, whofe Daughter Pert max had 

" ‘re: But 

him for a Chapman, 


married, came up to bid for the Emp 


the Sold 


did 


j 


on 
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on account of his near Affinity to Pertinax ; 
fearing that this was only a Device to get the 
Power into his Hands, and then to revenge the 

lylurther of his Son-in-law. 

• Having let down a Ladder, they received A.D. 194 
Julian upon the Walls •, not chufing to open 7 ulia \ 
the Gates, till they had heard what Price he imperial 
would offer. When he came up, lie promifed Dignity, 
to vindicate the Memory of Commodus , to renew 

all the Honours, and re-ered the Statues the 

% 

Senate had thrown down •, to reftore them all 

l 

the Privileges they had in his Reign •, and to 
give every Soldier a Sum of Money £, above 
what they could demand or even hope; and 
that the Payment ffiould not be put off from 
Time to Time, but he would fend immediate¬ 
ly Home for the ready Money. The Soldiers* 
won by thefe Promifes, and raifed into high 
Expectations, faluted Julian Emperor, and ho¬ 
noured him with the additional Name of Com¬ 
modus. They then dilplayed their Standards, 
on which they had fixed the Images h of Julian , 
and got every thing ready to attend him to the 
Court. 


5 He promifed eveiy Soldier (according to Dio) 6250 

Drachms , of our Money above 195 /. 

h The Enfigns and Standards of the ancient Romans , 
were not Flags or Banners, as now in Ufe, but Effigies of 
certain Animals, made of Gold or Silver, and fattened on 
the Top of a Spear. The principal Standard of a Roman 
Legion was an Eagle with a Thunderbolt in his Talons. 
T his was affumed by Cains Marius in the Cambric War; 
and after him the Eagle alone came to be the Roman 
Standard, which at firl! was only a Manipulus fasni , WiJ'p 
of Hay, ftuck on a Pole, as we are told by Plutarch (in 

Ro'mulo) whence came the Term of Maniples in the Ro¬ 
man Army. Before the Time of Marius , Wolves, Mino¬ 
taur s, Horfes, and Boars 9 were Standards. But DzV allures 

us. 
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Julian was not backward in haftening all the 
Ceremonies and Sacrifices proper for his Inau¬ 
guration in the Camp *, after which he was con¬ 
duced forth by a far greater Number of Guards 
than ufual: For as he had bought the Imperial 
Power of the Soldiery, contrary to the Senti¬ 
ments of the People, who detefted their bafe 
and Ihameful Venality, he expeCed to meet with 
great Oppofition. But the Soldiers, full arm¬ 
ed, and drawn up into clofe Battalia, with the 
new Emperor of their own making in the Cen¬ 
ter, marching in Order of Battle, and holding 
their Shields and Spears over their Pleads, for 


us, lib. xl. that the Standard-Eagle was not only the Image 
of that Bird, but the Figure of a little Temple or Shrine in 
which the facred' golden Eagle was placed. Which fecms 
to be confirmed by Cicero , in Cat. i. and more clearly by 

- . - - m * 1 r - 1 1 _ i 1 


To 


And 


’ ^- 1 j 

.. ^ it Authors, ’tis plain 

from fcvcral Pafi'agcs of Livy, and Tacitus (particularly in 
the Third Book of his Hifiories) that they were the ordi¬ 
nary Colours of the Auxiliary Forces; and only of fmall 
Divifions of the Legionary Soldiers. In the Times of the 
Emperors, the Names of the Sovereigns were inferibed on 


thefe Banners. So Suetonius {Vcfj 


informs us, 


that at the Election of a new Emperor to fuccede Vit dll- 
us fome Soldiers of the Third Legion, who had been fent 

* 5 -a — * « S-% 1 


fpafi 


and 



was immediately written on their Banners. But the Badges 
or Arms of each Prince’s Family were infixed on the 
Standards and Banners alfo ; and were called his Honours 
and Images. Theie the Soldiers wo r (hipped, and By are 
; and to thefe. Kings and Rulers of foreign Nations 

were often obliged to pay Adoration. 

’Tis reafonabie to fuppoie, Julian took care to bring his 

own Arms with him into tire Camp, well knowing, one 
of the fir ft Honours done by the Soldiery to their new 
Emperors, was to take down the Images of the late Sove¬ 
reign, and *c up thole of his Succeftor in their Stead. 
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fear any Stones or Weapons thrown from the 
Tops of Houfes might difturb the Proceffion, 
in this manner attended him to the Imperial 
palace, the People neither making any Refin¬ 
ance, nor receiving him with the uliial Accla¬ 
mations, but only following him at a Diftance 

with Invedlives and Imprecations, as one who 
had debafed the Dignity of the Empire, 
bargaining for it with Money, as a common 
vendible Commodity. 



jelly ot their Sovereigns. 


This Step fir ft corrupted the Morals of the 
Soldiers, taught them to indulge an infatiate 
and fhameful Greedinefs after Money, and in- 
fcilled into them an utter Contempt of the Ma- 

For no one daring, 
to call them to an Account tor the barbarous 
Murther of the belt of Princes, or give a Check 
to their egregious Infolence, in crying, expoling, 
and felling the Imperial Dignity, this Impunity 
was the Caufe and Spring of that Licentioufnefs, 
Difobedience, Avarice, and Contempt of Au¬ 
thority, which every day increafed, till they 
imbrued their Hands in the Blood of their 


Sovereigns. 

Julian had no fooner got Poffeffion of the Julian is 
Empire but he buried himfelf in Senfuality, defpifed, 

taking no Concern about public Affairs, but an . d ^ l S er 
devoting his whole Time to Luxury and Sloth. cne u ^‘ 
The Soldiers found his Performances fall infi¬ 
nitely fhort of what he promifed : For he had 
not the prodigious Quantity of Money at home 
he boafted ^ nor could the public Treafuries 
fupply him, as they had been long before ex- 
haufted by the mad Extravagancies of Corn-modus. 

This exafperated the Soldiery *, who finding 
themfelves cheated of their Hopes, refented the 

Affront ; 


« 
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Affront; and the People, taking Advantage of 
their Disappointment, held him in fuch Con¬ 
tempt, that they infulted him as he pafs’d, in 
very opprobrious Language, and fcoffingly up¬ 
braided him with his beftial obfcene Practices : 
And in the open Circus \ where a great Multi¬ 
tude of Spectators were affembled, they often 
railed at Julian ; and at the fame time called 
Niger , Vindicator of the Empire of the Romans, 
and Guardian of the Sovereign Power , wifhing 
he might foon return, to redrefs the Grievances 
under which they laboured. Niger had former¬ 
ly been Conful; but during thele Tranla&ions 
at Rome , was Governor of all Syria , a very large 
and powerful Province, as it comprehended the 
Government of all the Phoenicians, and the whole 
Country quite to the River Euphrates -, he was 
pretty well advanced in Years-, had often fig- 
nalized his Valour-, and had the Character of a 
Man of much Moderation and great Abilities, 
and one that formed his Life after Pertinaxs 
Example. This made the Romans entertain a 
very high Opinion of his "Worth. T. hey were 
perpetually mentioning him at all their public 
Meetings and as they inveigh’d againft Julian , 
who was prefent, fo they honour’d Niger with 
all the Titles of Sovereignty in his Abfence. 
Niger , being informed of the Sentiments of the 

»The Circus was a large oblong Building, deftined for 
the Celebration of public Gaines. There were ieveral of 
them at Rente (fome Authors fay, ten in all) of which the 

principal was the Circus maximus, greatejl Cirque, environed 

with a Wall and Portico’s, with Ranges of Seats fo nu¬ 
merous, that, if Pliny may be credited, 260,000 Spe&ators 
might conveniently fit and fee the Races and other Exei- 

dfes. It was firft built by Tarquinius Prifcus. 


People, 
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People, and their perpetual Clamours at all their 
Meetings, concluding, naturally enough, it 

npafs his 


re¬ 


word d be no difficult matter to co 
Defigns *, efpecially as Julian was but 
garded by the Soldiers about him, on account 
of his failing to fulfil his Promifes; and defpifed 


by the Peopl 


as 


unworthy the Power he 


had bought; gave himfelf up to 


pleafin 


o 


Hop 

fir ft 


of obtaining the Imperial Purple 


and fome Soldiers of 


At 

fending feveral Generals, Tribunes, 

beft Characters, one 


fpedtive Homes 


Countries, he difcourfed with them before they 
fet out, and told them what Accounts he had 
received from Rome that fo they might fpread 
the Report among the Soldiers and other Inha¬ 
bitants of the Eaft •, who, he thought, would 
be the fooner perfuaded to come into his In- 
tereft, if they were informed, that he was not 
contriving to fet himfelf at the Head of the 


Empire, by any clandeftine 


eafonable Pr 


but 


was invited 



Romans 


and even intreated to come to their Affiftance. 

This Policy had the defired Effed-, they 
came flocking to him from all Parts, and pray’d 
him to take the Government into his Elands. 
For the Syrians are a light mutable People, very 
proper Tools for Innovation •, and had, betides, 

;at Refped for Niger, who had behaved 


ans • 


a 


with 


Moderation 


and 


came to their public Diverfions at Feftivals. 
Of thele the Syrians are exceffively fond, par¬ 
ticularly the Inhabitants of Antioch , a great and 
flourifhing City, who celebrate Feafts almoft all 


lag 


Year, both in the City and Suburban V 


It was no Wonder 




Nig 


by pre- 
fenting 




f 
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fenting them with feveral public Shews (a Ge- 
nerofity well adapted to their Humour) and 
giving them Time for frequent Holy-days and 
Merry-makings, had made himfelf lb univer 
Jally refpedted by them. This he well knew •, 
and having difpatched Orders for the Soldiers 
from all Parts to come to him at a Day ap¬ 
pointed, and the reft of the People being af- 
lembled, he afcends a Roftrum, raifed for the 
Occafion, and fpake to them in Terms to this 

Purport. 

Niger's ££ With what Moderation I have always con- 

Speech. « dubted my Sentiments, and that I never en- 

££ tred on any great Undertaking, but after the 
C£ moft wary Deliberation, are Points, I pre- 
c£ fume, too well known to you, to ftand in 
C£ need of any Declaration. Nor would I have 
“ treated with you now in this public Man- 
“ ner, had I been only prompted by my own 
<£ private Intereft, or puffed up with a fond ir- 
t£ rational Hope, or hurried on by a blind and 
C£ rafh Ambition, beyond any vifible probabi- 
<£ lity of Succefs. But the Roman People pub- 
6£ lickly invoke my Afiiftance ; they importune 
<c me with repeated Cries, they prefs me in the 
66 moft moving Terms, to fuccour their Dif* 
<£ trefs; and not to fee, without Concern, that 
<£ glorious, that flouriftiing Empire, purchafed 
<£ by the Blood of their Anceflors, fo fhame- 
cc fully funk into Difhonour and Contempt, 
<c And though to attempt an Enterprize of fo 
Ci adventurous a Nature, without good Rea- 
<£ fon and a fair Occafion, might juftly be cen- 
<£ fured as a prefumptuous Temerity ; yet to 
tc be deaf to the Cries, and unmoved at the 
t£ Prayers of one’s Country, is the Part of a 

(i Coward, 


► * i 
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Coward, a Parricide, a Traylor. I 


■8 


J- 


cc 


you togethei 


CC 


cc 


, to hear in your 
Advice, what is belt to be done in this pref- 
finp- Conjundure ; and to ihare with you all 


my Counfels and Deli 


good Succ 


of which will procure our common and equal 


CC 


cc 


u 


cc 


Utility 


Tis no mean Motive, no light pre 


Hope, that 


but 


the 


People of Ron 


to whom the Gods have 


Given tne Government or Nations, and the 

tD 




CC 


CC 


Dominion of the whole World; ’tis this 
Empire, now fhaking, tottering, finking. 


any 


certain Found 


We have 


CC 


cels, as we 


CC 


CC 


cc 


cc 


ftrongeft Reafons to exped Suc- 
tre encouraged by the Invitation 
Peopleand .Tall find (if any) but 
a very weak Oppofition: For I have certain 
Information, that the very Soldiers who fold 
him the Power, are now unwilling to proted 


him 
of t 
let 


bccaufe 


fail 


m 


Part 


Weigh then the Cafe, and 


Compad 

know your Sentiments 


As foon 


had finiflied, all the Soldiery 


and the reft of the Multitude prefe 


declared dared 


Emp 


and Tainted him Augiifius 


and Em P eror 


having array’d him in the Imperial Purple, and 
all the other Badges of Sovereign Power which 
the Place and Time afforded, carrying the Fire 
before,him in public Proceffion, they conduded 
him lirft into the Temples ol Antioch , and af¬ 
terwards attended him to his own Houle j which 

they now no longer look’d on as a private Man- 
Ton, but a Prince’s Court; and accordingly dis¬ 


played before 


the Symbols of Royal Ho 


nour 


JNiger 
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Niger was exceedingly pleafed with all this * 
everything feemed to concur in his Favour-, 
the good Willies of the Romans at home, and 

the ardent Zeal of all about him j fo that he 

fecure enough in the 


gined himfelf fixed 


Emp 


For the Report flying fwiftly about 


the Nations inhabiting the Continent oppofit 
to Europe , with great Alacrity came flockin 
do him Flomag 


Embaflies arrived, fr 


ry Quarter 


Antioch 


Emp 


and Kings and Deputies beyond the Tig 

Eupht 


fent 


congratulate him, and pro 


mifed their Afliftance if it fliould be needful. 
All thefe he magnificently requited with valu¬ 
able Prefents, returned them Thanks for their 
good Affe&ion and voluntary Offers; but told 
them withal, he had no need at prefent of 
Auxiliaries ^ for that his Power was Sufficiently 
fecure, and he intended to rule without Blood. 
Elate with thefe pleafing Appearances, he be¬ 
came fupine and negligent, indulffins himfelf 




Pleafures, and making merry with the Peo 
pie of Antioch at all their Feafts and Paftimes 


forgetting (what was of molt Imp 
neceffary his Prefence was 


Rome 


ftranse was his Infatuation 


Nay, fo 

fer vifit- 


- ---- 7 

ed the Forces in Pamonia and Illyrium , to bring 
them into his Interelf (which fliould have been 
the next Step taken) or fo much as acquainted 
them with any thing that was done fondly fup- 
pofing, that as foon as the News fliould reach 
them, the Soldiers in thofe Parts would readily 
accede to the Willies of the Romans , and the 
Sentiments of all the Eaftern Nations. 


\ 


While 





LI AN 


87 

chalking out fine 


While Niger was thus 

Schemes of Profperity, and feeding himlelf with 
ht uncertain Hopes, the Report of what had 


been tranfadbed in Syi 
ans and Ely 
encamped on the Banks of 


Rhine 


tme to the Pamioni- 
Armies which were 
the Danube and 
Borders of the Roman 
Empire againft the Incurfions of the Barbarians. 
Thele were all commanded by Severns , who was 
by Birth a Libyan , a Man of great Abilities and 
Affiduity, of a fiery enterprizing Spirit, inured 
to Toil and Hardfhips, ready to encounter any 
Difficulty, quick in Contrivance, and vigorous 
in Execution. This Man, therefore, liftenine: to 


Reports which were brought him, how 


Roman Empire hung, as ii 

one that had Courag 


any 


on it, 
the Pi 


vere, in the Air,- for 
enough to lay hold 


great Delire of putting 
:he Unworthinefs of 


Candidates 


; one of whom he defpifed* as 
indolent; the other, as deficient: And what 




added not a little to his Encouragement, was 
the Remembrance of feveral Dreams, Oracles, 
and other Prognoflications, which feemed to 
ioretel his future Grandeur k . For all thefe 


k The principal Omens and Dreams predi&ing the fu¬ 
ture Grandeur of Severus are the following;. 

Upon his firll Arrival at Rome, his Holt entertained him 
immediately with reading to him the Life of the Emperor’ 
Adrian. 

The Day on which he was made a Senator by Marcus, 
lie came in the Evening to fup with the Emperor; but be¬ 
ing unprovided with a Senatorian Gown, Marcus very coin- 
claifantly array’d him in his own Imperial Robe. 

The lame Evening he fat down in the Emperor’s Chair* 
dirough the Miltake of the Servant, and jus own Igno¬ 
rance of its being unlawful. 
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kinds of Omens are 
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then believed 


Even 
tions. 
hi rule 11 


of Affa 


erify their Predic 

Moll of thele are fince publifh’d 

Hiftory of his Life, and repr 



IXljLlilWX -- J # y . J 1* 

fented in Sculpture and Painting on his public 


I m a 




His 

markable 

Dream, 


- - — 

ppeared to 


But the laft and mod remarkable 


him, and 


* 

& 


E 


D 


to his Hopes, 1 could by no 
proper to pals over in Silence 


fir ft 


ived, that Pert max 


When the News 

was made Emperor, 
licly attended Divii 

proper Sacrament of Allegiance to the new 

Sovereign, returned to his Houle in the Even- 


Sever us, alter having pub- 

s Service, and taken the 


(Ukj v " - 

ing, and prefently 


deep Sleep 


In 


which he thought he faw a large lpinted Steed, 

d with royal Trappings, on which Pertly 
as mounted, and rode in State throug i 


One injeun ^ vv<w aavv r>-y , . i t ' 

his Headland went off without hurting him; while lie 

Servants were terribly alarmed at the Sight. 

"Julian always uled to call him his Succeffor, becaufe he 

J . _ y I *1 T\ r. . 1 ^ i. ^ Ah \ * + r* 


folded itfelf round 


nan HHXtxuu xuui a** - s 

A Mathematician (for fo the Latins cal d an Aftrologer, 

in Africa call his Nativity, and foretold his Sovereign ) . 
un-»™ Vip wns in Spain, he dream’d one Night, tha h 

~ t/orl T pmnlp DT A.UP Uj * M i 


Garden 


mult be the Repairer of the 

at Aragon. 

As he was at Supper one L.. e - . - - 

his Son, then about five Years old, feme Fruit j whic i k 

Child dillributing among his Play-mates the Father fa), 

^ i r, • _ a. D« iJvihufinns : \WU 


jtaring in your Dijlribut 


ojfefs the Wealth of 


1 jhall 


from Dio and 


Sp 


What 


nd to fay. They are fufficient to (hew the 


prerenu iu x*y. . ' ~ / i ^ ltf w 

how fond the Romans were of Prophecy, and on wton 

kind of Omens they ufually relied. 


die 
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the Holy Street at Rome. When he came to the 
Entrance ot the Forum , where the People ufed 
to aflemble when Rome enjoyed her Liberty as 
a Republic, the Ilorle immediately threw Pcr- 
iinfix ; and as himfelr was Handing by, the Beall, 
Hooping down, received him on his Back, role 
with him fafe, and Handing firm in the midR 
of the Forum , bore Sever us aloft confpicuous to 
the Multitude, who paid him all the Elomage 

a Sovereign. A magnificent Reprelentation 

°1 _ \ ifion remains in the fame Place to 

this Day, the Figures of a large Size, and made 
of Brafs; 
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iite to conftitute a good Officer*, and in his Ci¬ 
vil Government, always behaved with Gentle- 
nefs, Generofity, Wildom, and Moderation. 
Thefe good Qualities had endeared his Me¬ 
mory, and excited their Indignation at the 
horrid Cruelty he had fo undefervedly fuftered. 
Severus made the belt Advantages of their Re- 
ientments *, and by pretending he fought not 
the Imperial Purple to promote his own private 
Intereft, or fatisfy a vain Defire of Greatnels, 
but to have it in his Power to take ^Vengeance 
on the Murtherers of fo good a Prince, he ea- 
fily drew them over to his Purpofe. Bor the 
Men in thefe Parts, as they are tall and bulky 
in Body, and fturdy and fierce Fighters; fo 

they have very dull Wits, and are excellent 

Tools for Ambition, as they are fo eafily im- 
pofed on by Craft or Flattery. Therefore, 

when he told them his Motive was only to 
avenge the Blood of Pertinax , they, without 
the lead Referve, contented to declare Seva us 
Emperor, and inveft him with the fupreme 


Power. T a 

His Having gained the Pannomans to his Intereit 

mutation. he difpatches Meffengers to the neighbour nr 


Nations 


and to all 


held any Office of 

m of the 


Trull and Power within the Jurifdidti 
Romans in the North *, whom, by great Flopes 

and Promifes, he loon bribed to his Paity. No 

better qualified to court and ac- 


M 


was 


quire Popularity than Seva 
thing to gain Credit; e\ 


edful, eafily went down 


Fie ftuck at no- 

redit-, even Perjury itfelf, if 

Diffimulation was 


natural to him; and his Ttongue was alway 


of 


adv to utter Things contrary to the Sentiments 

J _^ t l* IT ^ 


Mind 


Having therefore, by Letter 


tfully 
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tfully infinuatcd his Pretcnfions 


9 * 


Illy 


and 


He 


Ruler 
Soldier 
aflfuming the Name of Pc? 


I 


Par 


inftead of 


I events (by which he thought not only 


i 


Illyrians to him, but to ingratiate himfclf 


alfo with the Peopl 


Roi 


to whom the 


Name of Pertinax was dear) he gave Order 
their aiTembling in the Field •, and a Pulpit 


be- 




efted for him, he mounted, and add refs 


himfelf to them in this manner. 

“ Your warm Indignation againft the daring 


Ills 


CC 


cc 


cc 


cc 


CC 


CC 


cc 


Infolencc of thofe City-Soldier 


maintained Speech 


rather for Pomp than any noble Service, is a 
certain Indication of your inviolate Faith, the 
Reverence you have for the Gods, by whom 
you fwear, and that laudable Refpedt and Ho¬ 
nour you pay the facred Majefty of your 

Princes. ’Tis from this Confideration that I, 
“ who never before durft entertain the leaft 
Hope of this high Honour (for you all are 

Witneffes of my heady Obedience to my 


tO the 

Soldier 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


Sovereigns) 


confefs my fell ambitious 


promoting this glorious Caufe, and bi 


the great Worl 


you 


undertaken to a 


happy Iffue. To raife the Roman Empire 
from its abjedt State •, that Empire, which 
under the wifeDire&ion of our former Princes 

the whole World with Wonder and 
“ Reverence. And though, when it fell into 


ftruck 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


Hands of Commodus , from the Inexper 


i 


of 


Youth 


fuffered fome Diminu 


tion 


yet the Greatnefs of his Birth, and 


Memory of his Father’s Virtues, call a Shade 
over his ill Conduct, and made us rather pity 


Frailties, than hate him tor his Vices 


t 


X 5 


« TJic 
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The greatcft Part of which were not fo 


mp 


& 


to h 


as to 


Sycophants and flatterers, 

and Minifters to Iniquity 


fervile Herd of 
Pandars to Lull, 
But when it’s 


cc 


drooping Glory be 


revive, under our 


Gcodnefs are impre 


ble Sovereign, whofe Courage and 

in all your Breads 



indelible Char afters, this happy Profpeft 
fo odious in the Eyes of thofe Traitors, 
ftirred them up to afiaffinate the good 


cc 


cc 


the 


d Man. That done ; this extenfive Go 
vernmerit of the Earth and Sea (O lhameful 
Proditution!) was fold to a Perfon of 
fiderable Note, to whom (as you her 
People declare their Elatred, and the S< 
whom he cheated, are now difafFedted 
if they were ever fo zealoudy attached 
Government, are they to be compared to you 


Nor 


(CC 


collectively or fingly, in 
improved by military Exp 


ly Cou- 

You 


fcC have often encountered the mod barbarous 
66 Enemies. You have learned to bear tedious 
4C Labours, and painful Marches; to defpife 


Extremes of Cold anc 
Dangers of frozen Riv 


Heat; to tread th 
to drink Waters 


CC 


not drawn up, but dug ; 
favage Beads of Prey; in 


to hunt the moll 
word, your whole 


44 Life has been but one continued Improve- 
44 ment in Patience and Fortitude : So that no 

to relilt 


CC 


CC 


you 


though ever fo willing, is able 
5 Tis Labour and Hardfhip is the War¬ 
's Glory, not the Delicacy and Softneli 


CC 


of a City Life 



which theie Rioters and 


CC 


sc 


Debauchees have been fo long enervated, that 

they have not Strength to fuftain the Shout, 

much lefs the Fury, ot fuch Soldiers as you. 

“ But 



t c 


cc 


cc 


Aft 


JULIAN 

But fhould any one fufpeft, 

Syria may be attended with fomewhat 

of Difficulty *, let him reded: 

“ Inadion of the Troops thei 


93 

irs in 
more 


G 


P 


and from that 


CC 


he will form a juft Idea ot their Weaknefs 
For neither have they yet dared 


fo 


U 


CC 


u 


to coniult about marching to Rome; but think 
themfelves happy enough to remain where 
.1_ _ "nd efteem Pinafores, m 


they 


ly Pie aft 


which they revel, a fufficient Adv 
new precarious Power 


Phe 


\ ' * i 

mxceL- 


« lence and Delight ot the 

. it i r C 
CC r\* 



ana c 



cc 


daily thofe of Antioch , w 
principal Favourers ot Nige 


J - J > 

con hit in Jeft- 


“ ing and Drollery. The other Nations, and 
“ the reft of the Cities, feem to efpoule his In- 
u tereft, only becaufe, fo great is their Scaicity 
44 of Courage and Prudence, they rannot find 


.. Man amongft them worthy to be feated in 
the Imperial Throne, and likely to chicharge 
the important Truft with Honour. Lut^when 

once they fhall be 
44 Power has joined 


u 


CC 


CC 


the whole Illy 

Suffra 


to 


CC 


is not im- 


my Name (which, I prefume, 
known or unhonoured amongft them, as we 
have formerly prefided over that Province) 

be aflured, they will neither defpife my In- 
44 dolence or Timidity, nor chufe to expole 

44 themfelves to your Refentment 

the warlike Virtue ot Men 


CC 


CC 


and fad 


CC 



experience 


44 fo much their Supc 


laborious Exercife, and in 


CC 


CC 


1C 


a clofe Engagement. 

their March to Rome 
the Imperial Dignity 


Let 


There 


poral Statur 
the Confiid ot 

then anticipate 

is the Seat of 


From thence, exert¬ 


ing our Power 


(hall caf.lv fettle what 


I 4 


u mains 
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CC 


mains, 


ely 


on 


the 


Predictions of the 

orce of your 


A.D.194. 

Sjvcms is 

declared 

PnroLTor. 


“ Gods, on your Valour, the Force of 
c£ Arms, and the Strength of your Bodies.” 

As loon as Severus had done fpeaking in this 
manner, the Soldiers expreffed their Zeal for 


loud Accla 


tiling 


His Expe¬ 
dition for 

\ 

Rome. 


Juguftus and Pert max. Fie, judging it proper 
to admit no Delay, orders them to furnifh them- 
felves with only bare Neceftaries, and make rea¬ 
dy for a March to Rome > and having diftributed 
proper Allowances for the "Way, fets out with 
great Expedition. 

Every right Meafure was ufed to accelerate 
die Motion'of the Army : He took the fhorteft 

Routes, made forced Marches, never halting 

^ • • • • 

or remaining at any Place longer than it was 


abfolutely neceflary for 


Soldiers to refrefh 


themfelvcs. ITimfelf bore an equal Share ot 


labours 


car- 


ied 



yal Indul 


he lay in a common Tent, 
Provifions both in Quantity and 
lut afliuming the leaft Diftindtion 
gence; that by thefe Condefcen- 


fions he might confirm the Good-will of 
Soldiers. For when they law him not 


i- 


part; 

Labours, they 


only 

but enter hr ft upon the 1110ft arduous 


1 


Fortitude, and.obey 


cd all his Orders with Alacrity 


When he had 


in this manner run through all Pannonia, and 


came upon 


Confines of Italy 


Italians 


Sovereign, before they had 


Dcfcrip 


z News of his leaving the Provinci 

This ftruck all the Cities with Te 

• . * 

erful an Army 


lion of Approach of fo pov 


* 

F 


the 


and Inhabit 


had 


long 


abandoned the File of 


its Inha- anc j Exercifes of War-, and were wholly 

icukure and other peaceful 



ployed in Ag 


Art 
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For while the Roman Gover 
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a Democracy, and the Senate had the Power of 
making War, and appointing the Generals, all 
the Italians were perpetually in Arms; and hav¬ 
ing conquered the Greeks and Barbarians, were 
Mailers of the Land and Sea $ nor was there a 
Region of the Earth, or Climate of Heaven, 
where the Roman Power was not extended: 


But when they 

Auguftus Cc-efc 


reduced to a Monarchy 
he eafed the Italians of 


the Fatigues of War, and ftripped them of their 
Arms, leaving only feveral Garrifons and En¬ 
campments of mercenary Forces, hired at a 
certain Stipend of Provifions, for the Defence of 
the Empire. With thefe Barriers, together with 
the Advantages of great Rivers, large Ditches, 
the Projection of high Mountains, and long 
Tracks of Defart-Land intern 


interrupted with fre¬ 
quent rough and hollow Ways, almolt unpaf- 
fable, he fortified all the Frontiers of his Empire 
as with a Wall. Hence it is not to be wonder’d, 
that when they heard Sever us was advancing 
with fo great a Number of Forces, they were 
terribly alarm’d at the Unufualnefs of the thing, 
and too much intimidated to make any Refin¬ 
ance ; but went out to meet him with Laurels 

Hands, and opened all the Gates for 
his Reception. However, he tarried no longer 
with them than juft to perform the accuftom’d 
Sacrifices, and to addrefs himfelf in a Ihort 


in 


Speech 


the People; and then proceded with 


Expedition to Rome 
When Advice of all 


was brought to Jut Juli 


Han , it ftruck him into the deepeft DejeClion. 
He was told of the great Prowefs and Number 


of the Illy 


Army 


and defpaired of any 

Succours 
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Succours from the People* by whom he knew 
himfelf hated ; nor had he better Confidence in 
the Soldiers, whom he was confcious ot having 
cheated. Collecting therefore all the Moneys 
he could get from his Friends, and pillaging 
the Temples and other public Places where any 
Treafure was contained, he refolved to diftri- 
bute it to the Soldiers, to regain, if poflible, 
their good Affedtion. They, indeed, received 
confiderable Sums, but without thinking them- 
felyes at all beholden to him •, as they look’d 
upon it as a Payment of a former Debt, and 
not any additional Gratuity. His Friends like- 

wife advifed him to lead out the Army, and 
occupy the Defiles of the slips. Thefe are 

Mountains of a ftupendous height, and fuch as 
are no where elfe feen in this Part of the World, 
Rretching along in the Form of a Wall, and 
projedling over the Borders of Italy which, a~ 
mong other Bleflings of Nature, enjoys the pe¬ 
culiar Advantage of having its Frontiers co¬ 
vered with this impregnable Munition, which 
riling from the Northern, reaches quite to the 
Southern Sea. But he was fo far from follow¬ 
ing this Advice, that he durft not attempt to 
ftir out of the City *, but fent to the Soldiers, 
intreating them to take their Arms, to exer- 
cife themfelves, and to throw up Trenches be¬ 
fore. the City •, while himfelf made great Pre¬ 
parations, as if he defigned to fight with Severus 
within the Gates. He endeavoured to teach 






verits's fudden Approach, whom they thought 
as yet at a far greater Diftance. 

Julian was now in great Dread andlrrefolution, Julian u 
and quite at a lofs how to proceed: He convenes murdier* 

the Senate, and difpatches Letters to Sever us *, in e ^ 
which he defires to come to a Treaty; falutes 
him by the Title of Emperor, and offers to re¬ 
ceive him as a Collegue in the Government. 

TThe Senate confented to all this *, but feeing the 
wretched Timidity and abjedt Spirit of Julian , 
they foon came over to the Intereft of Severus \ 
and about two or three Days after, when they 
heard he was at the Walls, holding Julian in 
great Contempt, they met in full Frequence by 
Order of the Confuls, who have the Admini- 





Lilian was 


Palace, bewail 


mo- 

~ O 


his wretched For 


and beggin 


rr 


he 


ht have the Liberty of abdicating the Sove 


ty 


his Power 


Se 


•uerus. 


But when the Senate were informed ol 


his Defpair, and that all the Guards had defert- 
ed him, they came to an Agreement to difpatch 
him, and declare Severus foie Emperor. Pur- 
fuant to tliefe Refolutions, they lend from the 
principal Magiftrates, and the chief of the Se¬ 
nate, Ambafladors to Severus , to pay him all 
the Homage of a Sovereign and at the fame 
time, one of the military Tribunes is fent to kill 
Julian. The Officer enters the Palace, and finds 
the miferable timid old Man all alone, deferted 


by Guards and .Friends*, and while he was 
meanly crying and lamenting, falls upon him 
and murthers him. Thus met Julian that evil 
End, which himfelf had unhappily purchafed 



this, he fends private Letters to the Tribunes 
and Centurions, containing great Promifes, if 
they would perfuade the City-Soldiers quietly 
to obey his Orders. In the mean time he 
publiffies a Proclamation, commanding them 
to come out of the Camp, unarm’d, in a peace¬ 
able manner, as they were accuftomed to at¬ 
tend their Emperor at a Sacrifice or Feftival, 
and take the Oaths of Fidelity to Severn } and 
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the fame time infinuating, that they might 
conceive great Hopes oi being his Bociy-Guard. 

The Soldiers were credulous enough to believe 
him, efpecially as they were over-perfuadtd by 
their Officers •, and accordingly left their Arms, 
and came out of their Camp with Laurels in 
their Hands, and drefs’d as when they march’d 
in Holyday-Proceflion. When they were come 
to the Camp of Severus, and he was informed 
they were all in the Field, he orders them to 
aflemble, for that he defigned to addrefs him- 
felf to them in a Speech. Accordingly, he 
mounts the Roftrum: But as they were ga¬ 
thering about him with loud unanimous Ac¬ 
clamations, they were all, at a Sign given, 
taken into Cuftody. For bcvBTUS had ordered, 
that while they were Handing and gazing at 
their new Emperor, and had their Minds fuf- 
pended on what he was going to fay, his Sol¬ 
diers ffiould furround them as fo many Ene¬ 
mies, and, without wounding or linking any 
one, ffiould inclofe them in a Ring, and keep 
them fall, by pointing their Javelins and Spears 
towards the Centre *, that fo the Fear of being 
wounded might hinder them, unarm d and few, 
from relilting thofe who had the Advantage ot 
Arms and Number. When he thus caught 
them, as it were, in a Net of Arms, and had 
them all clofe Prifoners, with a loud Voice, and 
a furious Spirit, he accofted them in the follow¬ 
ing Manner. 

« You fee, by Experience, how much we H» 

are your Superiors in Wifdom, Strength, and Speech 

<c Number, We have taken you with Eafe, and 0 
« hold you Captives without the leaft Oppofi- 

« don. You are henceforth to be conlidered 

“ as 
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cc as Victims to our Power; and the Decifion of 
“ your Fate is in my Hands. If you are now 
tc thinking what Punifhment is due to your 
GC Crimes, ’tis impoftible to find any Torture 
C£ adequate to your atrocious Guilt. You have 
u rnurthered with your own Hands that vene- 
cc able old Man, that beneficent Prince, whole 
tc Life it was your Duty, as his Guards, to 
“ have defended. You have infolently fold by 
tc Auction, as a piece of common Ware, that 
cc glorious Empire of the Roman People, which 
cc their Anceftors always either acquired by Vir- 
a tue, or, on account of their high Birth, ob- 
4£ tained by Succeflion. Nor had you either 
“ Courage or Honour enough to protect him, 

cc whom you chofe for your Mafter-, but have, 

cc like fhamelcfs Cowards, deferted him. For 
<c fuch Villainies, for fuch Infolence, ten thou- 
“ fand Deaths were too light a Punifhment, if 

cc any one would inflidt a Penalty equal to your 
cc Demerits. What then you ought to fufter, 

<c you plainly fee. But I Hall not imitate the 
tc Example of your murtherous Hands, by de- 
cc filing my own with your Blood. And tho’ 
cc it would be derogative to Religion, and in- 
cc compatible with Juftice, that you fliould any 
longer be the Emperor’s Guards; you, who 
u have broken the moft facred of Oaths con- 
<c taminated your Arms in Civil, in Imperial 
<c Blood; violated your Faith, and betrayed 
cc what was committed to your Defence-, I fhall 
cc neverthelefs fpare your Lives : Receive them, 
tc and the Freedom of your Bodies, as a Gift 
“ of my unmerited Mercy. I hereby order my 
5C Soldiers, whofe Prifoners you are, to difgird ' 
you, ftrip you of your military Drefs, and 

“ every 



IOI 



everu s. 



“ Difobedience.” . „ 

Upon this folemn Denunciation, the liman 

Soldiers feized them, took away their Daggers, cafllier ^, 
worn only for Ornament, and finely embellifh d^ 
with Gold and Silver-, and having ftript them of 
their Belts, Clothes, and every thing belonging 
to a Soldier, they fent them off naked. All 
this they were obliged to take patiently : For 
what could they do, thus craftily circumvent¬ 
ed, naked againft armed, few againft many ? 

But though they look 5 d upon their Lives as a 
Gift of Fortune, yet they could not refrain la¬ 
menting the Ignominy of their Cafe \ and curb¬ 
ing their own Credulity, which, by perfuading 
them to come out unarmed, had betrayed them 


to this fliamelul Difgrace. 

Sever us had made ufe of another Stratagem. 

For fearing, after they were difgirded, ftript, 
and cafliicred, they might run back to their 
Camp, and take their Arms agaiin he dif- 
patched fome of his Soldiers, whom he could 
beft truft, with fecret Orders to take the un¬ 
frequented By-ways, fteal into their evacuated 
Camp, and feize upon their Arms *, and, by 
fhutting up the Gates, hinder them from re¬ 
entering, in cafe they fhould attempt it. Such 
was the Punifhment infhfted on the Muitherers 


of Pertinax. 


After 



Sever us 
enters 

Rom-e. 
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After this, Severus inarched in Order of Bat¬ 
tle with the reft of his Army to Rome. As 
foon as he appeared, he ftruck Terror and A- 
ftonifhment into all the Romans , at the adven¬ 
turous and fuccefsful Steps he had taken. The 
People and Senate, with Laurels in theirHands, 
received him, as the only Man, and firft Em¬ 
peror, that had atchieved fuch great Defigns 
without Battle or Skirmifh. Every thing in 
him appeared wonderful, but efpecially his pro¬ 
digious Subtilty, his hardy Sufferance, and the 
ftrong Spirits and Hopes, with which he under¬ 
took the moft daring Enterprizes. When he 
had received the ufual Salutations of Honour 
from the Senate at the Gates of the City, he 
proceded, amidft the loud Shouts and Applaufes 
of the People, to the Temple of Jupiter ; and 
having performed the accuilomed Divine Ser-^ 
vice fuitable to the Occafion, firft there, and 
afterwards in all the other Temples in Order, he 
retired into the Imperial Palace. 

The next Day he went to the Senate-houfe, 
and made a gracious Speech from the Throne, 
full of good Elopes, and the moft pleafing Pro- 
fpe<fts, to every one both of public and private 

Chara&er, telling them, “ He came to avenge 
iC the Murther of Pertinax , and to found and 
“ fettle amongft them an Ariftocracy *, That 
“ no one ftiould henceforth fuffer Death or 
cc Profcription without a legal Trial; That he 
iC would fuffer no bafe Informers, but that he 

would in all his Meafures feek the true and 
“ lafting Happinefs of his People, imitating in 
<c his Government the Example of Marcus % 
tc and that in him they fhould find, not only the 

Name, but the Virtues of Pert max revived.” 

By 
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By thefe fine Promifes he gained the Credit and 
Afient of the greateft Part: But there were 
home of the elder amongft them who knew the 
Nature bf the Man 4 , and fecretly foretold the 
reft, that they would find him a cunning fhrewd 
Perfon, bne that knew artfully to difguife his 

Sentiments, and to pretend and promife every 
thing that was conducive to his own Intereft or 

Emolument. All which Premonitions were fuf- 
ficiently juftified in the Sequel. 

When he had fpeiit fome Time at Rome ’, and 
fhewed his Munificence by making liberal Con- 
giaries and grand Entertainments to the Peo¬ 
ple, and diftributing great Donatives amongft 
his Soldiers j and had pick’d out the ftouteft 
of thefe for bis Imperial Guards, in the room 
of thofe he had cafhiered; he gets every thing 
ready for an Expedition to theEaft; intending, 
while Niger was unprepared, and indulging 
himfelf in Pleafures and Diverfions at Antioch , 
to furprize him unawares. Accordingly, he 
orders his Army to make the necefifary Prepa¬ 
rations-, and in the mean time he raifes Recruits 
from every Quarter, enlifting all the Prime of 
the feveral Cities- of Italy , and fending to the 
Remainder of his Army in Illyrium , to make a 
Defcent into 'Thrace , and there meet him. - Nor 
did he omit to fit out from all the Ports of 

Italy a numerous Fleet of Galleys, which he 
mann’d with large Complements of Marines, 
and ordered to put to Sea. Thus he had col¬ 
lected, in a fhort Time, a prodigious Number 

of Forces j as well knowing, no ffnall Power 
would be lufficient againft all the Nations of the 
Continent oppofite to Europe , who were in the 
Intereft of Niger and therefore he refoved to be 

K wanting 
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wanting m nothu 
carrying on a vigorous 1 


neceftary lor 





L. 
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But being a 



an 01 great Penetration 


l 


Sufpicion ol ionic 


Measures 



from the Forces in 



con- 


yitii Al- 0 f Troops very formidable lor Number 

rf.cje were all commanded by 


I'hats. 



up in 


V-UI* -*- * - ^ * ~ - - w 

L Man of Patrician Family, and brought 
Affluence and Luxury: 


ed greatly 


Him Se 

flatter into 

* ‘ ~7 - 

his Intereft •, left his great Wealth, the Noble- 

nds of his Birth, the Force of his Army, and 

his uni verbal Popularity among the Romans ym 
very powerful Incentives to Ambition) mignt 


encourage him to attempt letting himlelf at the 


Head of thcFmpn 


the D i Pc 


BriUiin to Rome was not very 

.lbfent, and wholly t 


Vv 


in 


E aft 


an el declare 



ions. 


c 


a Bait 01 


Alb 


the City 

ore lays 


his Intereft ; and as he knew the Man to be 


very artlels fun pec I 


ol 


e- 


Lcttei 


the other was credulous enough to truft 


1 


his Hope, and looth his Vanity, he 


compli 


him with 


the Title 


Qefar 


1 The hr 11 fourteen Emperors of Rome were all _calico 

- -- '• ~ ’• ^ But in the Time ol 


. Ras in Honour of Julius C^ar. lhit in the 1 line o 
Adrian, the fifteenth Emperor, a new Method was taken 


m tin an , uic liuiumi . r i T 

r.-,d only the Heirs, apparent or prcfumptivc, of the Im¬ 
perial Dignity, had the Title or C.V//.T tor that Empt¬ 
ier, having adopted Mm V.rm, the hathcr of Luam /e- 

called him only O/h/-: Whereby he was declared 
his defien’d Succcfior, without being made a Partner 01 

Colleyue in the Empire. The Title of M m given 

— 1 * —appointed oucc<^ iors - 


un 


IcTs 
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thereby making him an Affiftan 
rial Power. He prays him, in t ] 
Terms, to take extraoix 
Empire in his Abfence; for t 


i o a 

K,' 


e 


Imi 




of the 


need 


Man 


Flower of A<r e 


-- w tilt 

of Affairs; inafmuch as himfell 


1 his Quality, Fortune, and 
to take the Adminiffrarion 


Sons 


and often afflifted with the Gout 




yet were but 


with great 


the Compliments 



mere infants. 

and Fondncis, accented 



thought himfclf 


ex¬ 


tremely happy, thus to arrive "at the Object of 
his Willies, without War or Danger. And to 

confirm him in his Delufion, Sever us laid the 
fame before the Senate; and permitted Money 


to be coined with the Imr 


Image 

o 


of 




s 


Statues 


other Mark of Honour paid hii 
any ways help to perfuade him < 


and 


his Profefllon 
All things thus 
to Albinas , when t 
prehenfion of any 


every 

could 

.cality 


tfully fettled 



no more Ap- 


om tiie 



or 


unlcfb they v/cie fatten into Partnerfiiip with them in the 
Sovereignty. 1 he two lirll Co-Emperors we read of, were 
Marcus Antoninus and Lucius Verm ; who were both Au- 
gujh, and Collogues in the Sovereignty. The fame A 
afieiwards made his Son Camnbur. nnt- nnlif c 


but Augu]. 


f 


rpi T T r ... . . ^ J ' , 1 .. *-<wiwnv,. 

1 he Women likewilc were endowed with this Honour - 

and his Daughters too, 
cc. Nor had his Wife only the Name of 


Called 



At/gnjV, but ulfo, Mater Cat 
a Title of as great Honour in the 

Angi]}a in the Civil. 

Se-venis, therefore, gave Aibkus the Tide of C sc far - 
by which he pretended, he ddign’d him his Succeffor, in 
cale he fliould mi (carry in his Expedition remind A7«vr 


V 

.{.V 


L 


i 


/ 




m 


fe 


Years; nor have I ever found it handfomely falved. In the 

Proem he lpeaks of the Revolutions which had happened 

. — ’Tis hard to 


f Jtxty 


reconcile this Difference, unlefs we fuppofe him to in- 

_ _ -. > • 1 IT- 


Hi 


llory ten Years after the Acceffion of Gordian to the Im¬ 
perial Dignity; either of which leems abfurd. 1 there¬ 
fore Alfred feme Error in the Number here mentioned, a 

* . 1 tTr • • r A __ 


Writings 


For 


he muff be very little acquainted with the ancient Copies 
both of facred and profane Scripture, who has not dilco- 
vered innumerable Paffages, where the 1 ext is grofly 


Mutilations, Interpolations, 


Miftal 


and 


....? x ' « , 

Alterations, not only with regard to Chronology (for that 
hardly ever efcapes) but in Relations of lads and 1 oints 
of Dodrinc. And though this is commonly charged on 

the illiterate Librarii , or Copiers (who, it mull be own d, 
were carelefs and ignorant enough) yet it too often viftbly 

appears to be the Work of Pertons of greater Authority, 
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pafs of my own Knowledge ; conformable to 
this Plan, I fhall in the following Sheets let 
down in Order only the principal and molt me¬ 
morable Actions ol Severus , neither aggrandiz¬ 
ing or extolling Matters for interefted Views 

(as was the Cuftom of the Writers in his Time) 
nor extenuating or omitting any Circumftance 
worthy to be tranfmitted to Pofterity. 


done to falve foine favourite Hypothecs; or to ferve par¬ 
ticular Purpofcs of a darker Colour. However, as there 
appears no great Reafon to lufpett a defign’d Corruption 
in this Place; I am inclined to think it aMiftakc of the 
Copiers. For ’tis inconteftably certain, that the Time of 
our Authors Hiftory, as we have it at prelent, cannot in¬ 
clude above fixty Yea.i>s. 
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9 



the New 


H E Deaths of Per tin ax and Julian, and 
the Return of Saver us to Rome, have been 
related in the preceding Book, together 
Is Expedition undertaken again i\ Niger', 

which itruck the latter with the 


01 


1 


fo little exnedeck that S 


per or by 


City 


been 


Em 


the Senate ; and was now advancing 




ft him with a verv iormidable At 


conlifting of all the Illyrian Power, and great 
Numbers of other Forces, both by Land and 


Sea 


yii 'vr pi 
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In 


pares tor he took Wa e 
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fpedlive Nations, to guard 
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his Cuftom in 


Parthians 



keep any Sold 


: For the 
in ccnftant 

. From the 
>crs, fent 

Barfemius , the then King of thole Places. The 


Pay to compofe a Standing Army 

auxiliary Arc! 


Atreni came iome 



reft 


his Army confifted 


the ft an dine: 


Forces in thole Parts, and a great Number ol 

r 

or 


Youth of the Country 


the raw 
Antioch \ who, with a j 



ra¬ 


ther than Experience, enlifted under JS 
of a particular Zeal lor his Service. 

i /•» i 1 



t) 


O r d e r s 


lortiryn 


c 


Mount Taunts with ftrong W 


wile 
Preci} 

and Redoubts; thinking the inaccdiibicMeig 
of the Mountain a good Delence to ail tne I 

of the P 


like- 

i and 


o— 

Taurus, nailing between Cap 


He 


padocia and Cilicia , lepnn 
Northern and Eaftern N 

time detach’d a largeBodg 
Byzantium , then the greatelt and moft fl 

ing Citv ol all Thrace , 



pon 


exceeding populous and 

^ a 


Ithy 
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b e i n 



• jT 


tion or 

Byzan¬ 
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Strait of the Propontis , it raues 
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Rev 
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from ns 


r 


aid 
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Hefting alio a large Trad 


y fruitful Land, it is enrich’d with the Gain 
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of both 
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by being Mafter 


Place, 

of By z ant hit 
the Enemy over thele Straits from in trope 
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Afia. 

ftrong Walls, buil 




ol 


The City was fort ideal with high and 
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0 


s 


curious Strudlure 


which ftrike 


yet 


be feen 


5 


Paffenger with a pleafmg Ad 


miration, while he 


plat 


at once the 


furprizing Art of the firft Builders, and the 
great Power of thofe who afterwards demolifh’d 


it. 


While Niger thus managed the defenfivePart 
with great Forefight, and (as he thought) as 
great Security, Severus advanced with all pofli- 
ble Expedition, leaving no room lor Sloth or 


Inaction 


\\ 


received Advice that By 

knew it to be 


a 


ch 


zantium was occupied, as he knew it 
ftrong Fortrefs, he orders his Army to 
to Cyzicus. Upon which, Mmilian , Governor of 
2, whom Niger had made Commander in 
Chief, and intrufted with the foie Management, 
of the War, being informed of the Motion of 
the Enemy’s Army, alters his Route, and marches 
likewife for Cyzicus with his whole Army 



filling of thofe himfelf had collected, and the 
Reinforcements fent him by Niger. When the 
two Armies met, feveral fharp and bloody Bat¬ 
tles were fought in thofe Parts •, which ended 

were re¬ 


favour of Severus. Nig 


pulfed 


S 1 


\ this Defeat 


very much damp’d the Spirits of the Eafter 
Powers, and animated thofe of the Illyrians. 


Some report, that Mmilian betru} 
Charge, and willingly buffered this 


ed his 
firft Check 


Niger's Power:' For which piece ol Ti 


not be 


ry they afiign a two-fold Reafon. So 
it to Envy, and fay, Mmilian 

and 

Sovereign, who had but juft before iticceded 


w w ^ 

Thoughts of having him lor his Lord 


him 

fert 


the Government of Syria : Other 


prevail’d upon 



af- 


Intreaty of 

his 
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his Sons, who had written to him, befeeching 

their Safety. Sevents 


him to have regard to 


had feized thefe Y ouths at Rome, and had them 
now with him in Cuitody. 


For being a Per- 
fon of uncommon Cunning, among other pieces 
of Policy he made ufe of this. 

It was Commodus's Method, when he fent Go- Swmu't 
vernors into their feveral Provinces, to retain pollc y* 
their Children with him at Rome, as fo many 
Plottages for the Faith of their Parents. This 
Severus knowing, as foon as lie got himfelf de¬ 
clared Emperor, while Julian was yet living, he 
took care to fend fecretly l'ome of his Friends, 
to bring his Children by Stealth out of the City *, 
that fo they might not be in the Power of ano¬ 
ther : But immediately upon his entring Rome, 
he feized {he Children of all the Pretors and 
others, who held any confiderable Command in 
the Eaft, or any part of Afia. Thefe he kept 
in Cuitody, and brought with him; that either 
the paternal Affections of Niger's Officers might 
prevail with them to betray their feveral Trulls; 
or if they continued obffinately faithful, he 
might be beforehand with them in Mifehief, 
and punifh the Fathers, by fpilling the Blood 
of their Children. 

Alter this hgnal Defeat at Cyzicits , Niger's 
Forces were difperfed, and every one endea¬ 
voured to fhift for himfelf: Some fled by the 


* ‘ • w 

mountainous Parts of Armenia ; others to Ga- 

latia and A ft a, driving to pafs the Eminencies 
of the Raunts, and get as foon as poffible with¬ 
in the Fortifications; while Severus leads his 


through the Territory of Cyzicus , and 
penetrates into Bithynia , the adjoining Conn- 


Army 


ay 


The 



Character 
of the 
Greeks. 


Niger's 
Party de 
feared. 
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The News of his I aft Vidtory, diffufing thro’ 
thefe Parts, excited great Difcord and Sedition 
in the feveral Cities; not fo much from Zeal 


or DifafFe&ion to either of the contending 
Princes, as from Rancour and Envy one to¬ 
wards another, the old Difeafe of the Greeks ; 
whole mutual Malice and Civil Broils, together 
with that implacable Spite they always bore 
every Man of fuperior Abilities, ended in the 
total Ruin of their Country. For while their 
domeftic Quarrels weakened their Strength, and 
confurned the very Vitals of their Conftitution, 

they fell an eafy Prey to the Macedonians firft *, 
and afterwards became Slaves to the Romans. 


This inveterate Evil tranfmitted its Venom to 
fnccedins Ages, and reigned in our moft ficu- 






rilhing Cities quite down to our own Times. 

In Rithynia then, the 



tants ot Nicome - 

dia 9 immediately after the Action at Cyzicus , 
revolted to Severus •, fending Ambafiadors, that 


they were ready to receive his Army, and fur- 


n i Hi 


every 


thing he was pleafed to demand. 
They of Nice, on the other hand, out of En¬ 
mity to the Nicomedians, declared for Niger ; and 
received his Forces, as well thofe who fled thi¬ 
ther from Cyzicus , as the Garrifon fent by Ni¬ 
ger for the Defence of Bithynia . Thus, divided 
into two Parties, they iffued out upon one ano¬ 
ther from their refpedtive Cities, as from dif¬ 
ferent Camps j and after a fharp and fierce 
Conteft, Severus gained another Vidtory. Niger's 
Party was again routed j great Numbers were 
fiain ; and the reft fled with Precipitation to the 
Straits of Taurus, and guarded the Paffes of die 

J k. ) 


Mountain. 


Niger 



S E Y E R U S. 


IJ 3 


Niger, having left what Garrifons he thought Mow 


t 


fufficient for the Defence of the Barriers, ha he ns J> }un < s 
with the Remainder ot his Army to raife Re- 
cruits and Money. In the mean time, Severns 
jpafies through Bitbynia and Galatia , pours his 
Forces into Cappadocia , and lets down before 
the Fortification. This proved a very arduous 


Talk. 


The Straitnels and Rusrgedncfs of the 


Paflage made it impel' 



and the Befiegec 


fome from the Eminencies of the Mountain 


threw down huge Ston 


eads of the 


Afiailants; others, from the Works on the W 


ftrenuoully maintained 


Folk and 


but 


few 


Number, were 


,ble 


ith a Multitude. For the Way 


fpute the i 




row 


fide by a vail 


pending Mountain, and on the 


Torrents of Watei 
from the Precir 


by rapid 


lly ruffling 


Gown 


And Niger had 


to fortify the Place with every kind of Works, 
that might hinder the Enemy from making an 
Irruption into the Country. 

While Affairs were thus carried on in Cappa¬ 


docia , new Seditions 
old Caufe of mutual 


blown up fr 


the 


Cities 
tred t 


Enmity among the feveral 


In Syria the Lao die earn , from their Ha- 


Peoole of A 


n 

Cl 


nd 


Ph 


Ty 


Be. 


being told that Nig 
down all his Statu- 


fli 


figns, and declared publickly for Sc 
Niger , who was then at A 
of thefe Defections; thou 


of fpite to the 

glit, pull’d 

and other honorary En- 

r us. When 
3 informed 
was otherwife 


och 


h 


Man of a meek gentle Difpofition, ’tis natural 

o x A — 

• fuppofe he was highly enraged. Fie rcSolv'd 

• revenge the Indignity offered him with the 

utinoft 
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utmoft Severity; and accordingly detached a 
ftrong Corps, confifting of all the Moors he had 
with him, who were excellent at the Dart, and 
a part of the Archers, with Orders to attack 
the two revolted Cities, put all they met to the 
Sword, plunder the Houfes, and lay the whole 
Cities in Allies. The Moors (as they are by 
Nature a favage Blood-thirfty Race of Men, 
defpifing Death and Dangers) fell upon the 
Laodiceans unawares, and, without the leaft Re- 
morfe, butcher’d all the Inhabitants, and rafed 
the City. From thence they preceded to ’Tyre , 
where they committed all kinds of Outrage and 
Slaughter amongft the Citizens; and having 
firfb plundered the City, they fet it on lire, and 
burned it to the Ground. 

ThePaffcs ' While thefe Barbarities were ading in Syria, 
of the and Niger was levying all the Force he could 
Taurus colled, S ever us's Army continued their Siege 
gamed. before the Mountain. His Soldiers were now 

greatly difheartened, and delpaired of eyer car¬ 
rying the Place*, inafmuch as it wasfo ftrongly 
fortified both by Art and Nature, that they 
look’d upon it as impregnable. But while the 
Befiegers were harailed and fpent with the fruit- 
lefs Toil, and Niger's Soldiers imagin’d them- 
felves fecure *, all on a Hidden, a violent Storm 
of Rain fell in the Night-time, mixed with great 
Quantities of Snow (for through all Cappadocia , 
and efpecially about the Taurus , the Winters are 
very ievere) which rufhing down in Catarads 
from the Steeps of the Mountains, and its ufual 
Vent being obftruded by the Fortifications, the 
Torrent fwell’d, and bore with great Violence 
■againft the Works; the Obftrudion of which 
augmented its Force, till at length Art gave 

way 
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way to Nature •, and the Load of Waters, pref- 
ling againft the Wall, loofen’d its Cement and 
fap’d the Foundation (as it had been built in a 
great Hurry, and not with that Care the Situ¬ 
ation demanded) and broke a Paflage under¬ 
neath. This the Befieged obferving, and fear¬ 
ing, when the Torrent was abated, they might 
be lurrounded by the Enemy, as they were now 
deprived of their Defence, they deferted their 
Polls and lied. This lucky Incident cheared the 
Spirits of Sev eras's Soldiers. They now con¬ 
cluded Divine Providence was their Leader 
and perceiving the Place left defencelefs, they 
got over the Eminencies of the Mountain, and 
without any Refillance penetrated into Cilicia . 

Niger , being informed ol what had happened, Niger 
marches immediately to meet them, at the meets Sl ~ 
head of a very numerous, indeed, but a raw, ^ 
unexperienced Army. For a great multitude 0 f I/L 
of Recruits, and almoft all the Youth ot An¬ 
tioch ^ had enter’d Volunteers into his Service : 

So that he had a fufficient Number of Soldiers, 



an Amphitheatre, where contending Powers 
might exhibit the tragic Scenes of War. Here, 
they fay, Alexander gave Darius his great and 
final Overthrow a j the Nations ot the North 


a The Bay of JJJiis lies on that Part of the Mediterranean 

Sea oppofite to the North-Eaft Extremity of the I Hand 

Cyprus." But our Author teems to be miftaken, in faying, 

this 
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then likewife defeating in the fame Spot 


E a Hern Powers 


TI 


that Victory remain to this Day 


phy and Monument 


There 


is 


and 


a City built on one of the Eminencies, 
call’d Alexandria , with a Statue of Brafs eredted 

the Victor, from whom the Place 
And it fo happened, that not 

to an En~ 


took its Nan 

only Severus and Niger fhould come 
counter in the fame Spot of Ground ; but that 
the Fortunes of the different Nations ftiould be 


the fame 


Conflift 


Both Armies form’d in the Evening *, and 

o * 

e important Crifis hinder’d either Side from 


Niger 
is over- 

rndkili'd. takin S any Reft a!! Ni e 


_ it. At the riling of 
the Sun both advanced, each Leader encou¬ 
raging and confirming his Soldiers < and a ge¬ 
neral Action foon enfued. They fell on with 


Fury from all Parts 
iafb decifive Battle, the 


■ this was to be the 
cefs of which was 


determine the future Fate of the Roman Em 


pi re 


killed 


The Difpute continued a long time very 
ite and bloody •, and fuch Numbers were 
and wounded on both Sides, that the 


of the 


through the 



ams, 



Yv 




S 




At 1 aft the Eaftern Nations were amiin 

— 


rou tea: 


n 

a 


Illy 


O 1 


Numbers 


this was the la it Battle between Alexander and Darius . For 
Quintus Curtins, who lived in the Time of our Saviour, 
or foon after, makes Ariel a, a City of Ajfyria , the Scene 
of the lalt A ft i on between thofe two Powers. And Arrian, 
who wrote a little before Herodian , confirms the fame. 
For i peaking (Hift. vi.) of the Battle at Arbela, which he 
calls the laft, he subjoins; ^ T r,v ©?o tuvtvk ov 


1 * 


cr.v, 

/ « ' 


Y)V 


'&f , <OTY)v iKTtofixxi'&v ?ofo<; rpanzu* 




>t P 

t* u 


or tie Cavalry at she Granicus, 

I ^ f 


I flu s before this; and the firjl Fight 


Of 
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1 


of them wounded into the Sea. The reft fly¬ 


ing towards the Hills 


were purfued 



the 


Conquerors; who cut them to pieces, together 
with a numerous Multitude of every lort, that 
had flock’d thither from the circumjacent Towns 
and Villages.to be idle Spectators of the Battle. 
Niger, being mounted on a generous Steed, fled 


with a few Followers to Antioch 


whet 


he 


found the Remainder of the People deferring 

the whole City fill’d 


the PI a 


and 


with 


Cries and. Lamentations of Parents and Ch 


mourning the Lofs of 


Sons and 


dren, 

Brothers. The melancholy Profpect deprefied 


Sp 


He immediately left Antioch 


and 


hiding himfelf in a little obfcure fuburban Vil 


1 age, was found by a Party of the Enemy’s 
Horfe *, who feized him and took off his Head. 

Punifhment 
or in every 
i bad Man, 


er 


This unhappy End met Nk 

for his Slownefs and Negliger 
other refpcd he was, they fay 


11 


T 


But Seve, 


public 


A 

Ni^e, 


pacity 


his Friends, and thole who 
Intereft, whether voluntarily 


1, puniflied 

adhered to 


ceffity, with the molt inexorable Severity. But 
hearing the Remainder of his Army had paflfed 

the Tt 
Power 


<s 


and, ftruck with Terror of S 


had 


foreign Sei 


cmne over to the Barbarians, he 
d them, by publifhing a general Amnefty. 

had enter’d into 
the Cauie, that 


For a great Number of 


Which was 


Barbarians, after this, were more formidable 


Enemies to the Romans in a dole Engag 


Before, they knew only to fhoct Arrows from 
their Kories, before them, when they advanced,' 
and behind them, when they were purfuedj but 


2 


were 



Smrrus 
attempts 
to cut off 
Jib in us 

by Trea- 

J 

cliery. 
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only a light carelcfs Drcls, 


were ignorant of the Ufe of Armour; wearing 

and never daring 
to attack with Spears, or engage Sword in hand: 
But now a great Number of the Romans , ma¬ 
ny of whom were good Mechanics, flying to 
them for Protection, and afterwards refiding 
in their Country, they learned from them, not 
only to ufe Arms, but alfo to make them. 

Affairs in the Eaft being fettled according 
to his Wifh and as the prefent Circumftances 
feem’d to require, Smerits longed to attack the 
King of the Atreni , and penetrate into the 
Country of the Parthians: Becaufe both thefe 
Powers had aflifled Niger in the War. But 
this he deferred till a more convenient Oppor¬ 
tunity*, thinking it beft, firft to bring over and 


confirm the whole Roman Empire in a clofe 
Adherence to himfelf and his Children. For 
Niger being difpatch’d, the only Obfhcle that 
remained in his way was Albinus , who, he 
heard, began to aflume a regal Grandeur, puffed 
up with the honourable Title of Ccefar *, and, 
what he moft dilliked, he was informed, the 
principal Members of the Senate had fent him 
private Letters, inviting him to come to Rome , 
while Severns was abfent and taken up with 
other Affairs. For all the Patricians preferred 
Albinus to the other, inafmuch as he was de- 
feended of a noble Family, and had the Cha¬ 


racter of a mild and well-natur’d Man. 


This 


though Severns greatly relented, yet he declined 
attacking the Man immediately in a public War, 
as he had no plaufible Excufe for an open Rup¬ 
ture *, but refolved to ufe a piece of Policy, and 
attempt to take him out of the way by Trea¬ 


chery. 


Purfuant to this Reibiution, he fends 

foine 




S E V E 

iome of the Couriers. 


u s 



II9 

:c was to car- 


y the public Difpatches of the Em pc 


tcrs to 



hearty in his Intercft, with Let 


•1 

/! 


/- 



. 0*1 VITib* 



the Letters in publ 


bi 


5 


to 


1 


it watcn an 


Opportunity to acquaint him, that they had 
Advices or a more fecret Concern to communi¬ 


cate to 



which if lie granted, 

. * O j 


Sevetus, and be 
ip eak i r 


g they might 

♦ 

s 

r> * 


his Gu 


t 


lva 


1 


acre 



to 




fall upon him and kill hi 

them poilonous Drugs,with Inftrudfcion 

lome of his Cooks or Cup-bearers to 


tciy 


newife gave 

O 


Vidh 


his 


or invufe them 





For his Friends alwavs 

J 



into 




Intesritv 



and 


wer 


A 


I 


minuing Albhius to 
treated with fo perhdi 

capable of 




very 


o u s 


Per for 


re- 

1 !■> A 

.* A v- 

who was 




r 


mng and executing cvu ; 


C rr \ 


r "'v kind. 


from his late B 


icry. This Charadler they gathered 

i . « J ^ ^ 




\ 


Children he held in C 


* 

to Niger's G 




mentioned above-, and alter he had prevail’d 
up m them to betray their Prince, and do every 
thing as he inftructcd, when he got the whole 
Power into Ins own Hands, he bafely murthcr- 
both them and their Children. Thus he dif- 

y of his Mind by his Ac- 


c 


t 1 
V, L 


* ♦ | | 4 "J 1 * 

iKnns ■ wInch m^xzAibinus keep a greater i\ umber 


> r 1 

j 


lL 


of Guards 
ol Sevenths Meilcnsers to come 


Pcrlbn, and not inner any 



Sword 


Iris pro 


them. 


Boloms fearehed for any Weapon that 


ght be concealed under their Clod 


L 


When 



t 2 O 
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J'Ul/i ■ • 




When the Couri 


ilifcovrrs 


the Plot, 


Difpatchcs in publ 


a 


they 


7 




1 ,1c- 


\ 


cm res 


of moment, to rmpai 


i 


v v ur with fee ret, A 


'lb inn 


r r ta:- ‘- 1 


t 


O 


the 1 



or 


c- vcn<s. 


C 


1 


put 


the To 


a 


nd 





parate 


/-\i- flip wnnu: i iuu ll 

ant an nnen Lomu 

t? 




puniflicd the Minifters of it with Death 

X . , i T T 7 * ih A 


cly dcclareel War agamic the Authoi 


\ 


Se 


of what had 




happened, as he was a 



of a ven 


her/ bpint 


no longer 




to 


* 

J 


/ 


but 


having anemblcd 



ole A 


W 





n 



of 



ofpc‘5t View 


C 


i Sr-m'S 


\d-ions, charge me with Levity or 1 


aW'ilTA 


U 


nds ^ nor j 


»; 


JUVlfiliS* 


\. i *y -i av v* ** - * 

hid .pc me now faithlcls and mcon- 

i = in i 


u f derate towards him I cnee 






my 


I have 


Demon! irations ol a fin cere 


44 the admitting him 


<1 

t A* 


Partner in my 1 hron 


od 


u 


t > n 


^ & 

1 


ommon Gc 


cc 


y 


r'> 
Vy 


» ^ — 

u will hardly land a limila 


r Inilance between 


J 


CC 


th 


T A 



.1 a nedli 


Brotl 


i/'rt' 

1 o# 




CC 


LU'v "- -j • i 

That imperial fovereign Power, wmch you 


CC 


thought 


proper 


to lodge 


m my 


I 


CC 


cfccndcd to ll 


• 1 


f • 


w i t n 



P o r 


thefc 


CC 


- ’ til 9 1 

preat Favours, fo unworthily heap a upon 

'C? _ i i jT _... t- > I : i I 


/ 


I* 


cc 


b 




unSTcitciul 


cc 


Aiv^ *****- w 1.1 

turns. He is now taking up Arms, ant. co.- 

_ * /l . t . \ \ i**i\\I i • 1 


CC 


ledting Forces .. u 


lie* 
uo j 


at cnee dilcover- 


CC 


mg, 


O 


/ > 
L 


cntcr- 


your \ 




i'.OW 



he regam: 


« his own Faith towards m 


and what ur- 


boun 



s 



V ERUS 


bounded Ambition prompts 


in 


roll in 


to attempt 


x- 


<c nifelt Hazard, the part of which he enjoyed 
“ without War, and without Battle. Thus he 
tc del piles the JuHice ot the Gods by whom he 
“ has lworn ; is unconcerned at all the Toils 


<C 


you have 


Sal 


ly and virtuouHy 


CC 



received in 


P 


and might have 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


Hill expected a larger Share, had he conti- 

lerving that Honour, by 


nued faithful 


pi 


you coni erred both 


But 


CC 


CC 


cc 


it is unjuft to be the Authors of evil Actions; 
fo to bear them tamely, without punifhing the 
Aggreffor, is the part of a Coward, and not 
a Man. When we engaged in a War with 
Niger, our Hoftility was not fo much ground- 

injuries as NeceTty. We did not hate 


him for Heal in 


of which 


had 


nn ilUiling a i UWU, VJ1 WIHC11 VVC II <1 

the prior Pofleflion \ but Fortune had Hake 
a Crown in the midft, and each Competitor 
Hruggled for the Prize with a laudable Emu- 


CC 


lation. 


Bu 


Albinas 



CC 


the Ties of Leagues, of C 


<y through all 
of itich Kind- 




“ rents bellow 


v/i ui ui iulu js 

heap’d upon him by me, as only 

'~^ ,rr t ] lc ; r Q) > « ] . 1 «. C\ «•, •«.. !■ .an 


cc 


cc 


ity to 
any tc 



i 

prefers En- 




a n 11 


dailies to be an E- 


rather 


F 


CC 


y. As therefore we have honoured him with 


“ our Favours, 



him with Glo 


“ he never deferred •, fo 1 




It us 


u 


r 


force or 


A 


“ and expofe hi 



convict liis 
. For his 


by th 


c 



ble Ar 


r 

be able to fuHain the iirH Attacl 


U 


Refentmcnt. I 






that 



\ 7 7 
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aiul 


C £ 


yo 


arallei’d Valour 


cc gained id many glorious \ 
“ duced all tlic Nations of the 



fubjec- 
y inch ftrong Rcin- 

iC iorcements (lor we have with us almolt the 


a 


4C 


whole Rc-;.-Xit Power) foil to conquer and 

i * t \ r *n /r 




chahaie an 


iiiConhderable Number ot I 


u under the Command oi a General 





■ 1 


Co 


r ' i O 


tc 


common Sobriety ? 

%• 


O 


on duct, nor even 

For who knows not his 

to a 


.... y of living, more fuitable 

“ Keeper of Swine, than a Leader ol Soldiers ? 

as fro then auainil him with unanimous 


Let 

Conic nf and Alacrity j having the ( 




cc 


f.c 


our 


utnority 


i • 


I ropines .we 




have lb often railed for Viclo- 
: has the Iniblence and Folly to 


“ contemn. 5 ’ 


When he had fboken to them in this rnan- 


\ 


aid SI 

obatic 


of 


- I i ' V J 

the Yv ar, and their Readinds to 


j h men ities tot 
Itrongell Hope 


S 


WHO 



d 




buting very 


mongli them, begi 


Q 


his March agamll 


j 



7 / US. 


i’yar?;;- 
f'ntvi ils- 
Uroycu. 


At the fame time he detaches a ferong Body 


:iy 


S'* /.*' • 1 ■* J ■’ ? / • ’ » 

to JJ Lot siililAiil . 


For that 



remain 0 ' 


0 


thither alter the la it Overthrow. 


It was taken 


at Ialt bv ramine, anti cmnidiitied. 

J i 


r:-\i rr^ j 

ihe ihe- 


Or 


tv.i incur 


1 



S E 


V E II U S. 


12 3 


nament or Grandeur was dcftroyed, and By¬ 
zantium reduced to an open Village-, and the 
Inhabitants given to the Perhithiams tor Slaves, 
as they of Anlioch had been to the Laodiceans. 
He likewifc fent great Sums of Money to re- 

Cities which Niger's Army had de- 



himfelf proceeded in hi 


r 



arc 


h ana;nil 




Albinus , Sparing no Labour, nor regarding Mo 

ly-days*, equally defpifing Cold and jI eat. Oi - 

ten times he puiliVl his way over cold and high 
Mountains, marching bare-headed amidfl: I eve re 
Sleets and Snows, exciting Alacrity and Eorti- 


So 


tilde in the Soldiers by his own Example, 
that they endured the Hardfnips, not only from 


a Motive ot hear or i)utv, but to emulate tne 

J 

exemplary Courage or their bold and enter- 
prizing Sovereign : Who like wile di 'patched a 
iirong Party to the Alps , to occupy the Defiles 


* * 1 ^ ' f* 

ciixLC 


of thole Mountains, and fecure their Enti 
into Italy, 

All this time Albinas was indulging him fell 


in Seciyity and Idealure: But when he received 


c 

ij 



the News of Sevents 
him into 
bark’d his Forces with all 

and landed on tl 




it put 

However, he cm- 



re Ex pea;: ion, 

X % 

Co aft of Caid; oppofke to 




.tintam \ where 


: he 


i 


encamp cu, 


r\ 

ll 


nd difoatched 


' L 


circular Letters to all the neighbouring Nations, 
commandintr their refoeedve Governors to rah 



Contributions o 


i 



A p •) 

lv 1 * ft- 




vifions for the Army. 


Thcfe Orders 


mnv n. 




them complied v/ith, to their own Deiirw 


; - 1 • t } i : 


(for they afterwards felt the fatal Effects of Se- 
vcrus’s Eefentment) others refuied, and by good 


Fortune, rather 


than Forefight 

L 3 


were laved for 

their 
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TheBattle 


at ; 


T * 


Wi'UTC A/ 


; ; 


b 

kill'd. 




their Difobedicnce : For Chance and the Event 

of the War determined the good or bad Policy 
or the Parties. 

in different 

l X 

Places, as loon as Sev crus's Troops came into 
Gmd i but the decifive Stroke was given near 



Skirmi floes hannened 


/UhiiHiS 


his I 


City 


to take 



i- 


l 


remained himfelf within the Walls. 


The 


A etion was bloody and obffinatc•, Victory long 
remained doubtful; and either Party feenvd to 
Ewe met their Match. For the Britons arc no- 

'inns in Valour and 


thing inferior to the Illyrians in 
Fierecnefs. In this hardy Conflict: between 
fuch n owe it ill Armies, the Fortune of the 3 


.ifily 


decided. 


A n d 


the Vv 


leaff fuch of them as 


was not c 
of thofc i 

\ 

had greater regard to Truth than Intereft in 
their Hiftories) the main Body of Alb inn s's Ar- 




his Com 


my had much the Advantage : For S 
repulled, and the whole C 

* JL 

mand entirety routed ; himfelf Hying with Pre¬ 
cipitation fell from his I lorfe, ana was obliged to 
throw off his Imperial Robe, the better to con- 


^ v til JL J Oil* 


But the 



B 


piiifuing the Foe, and rejoicing with loud Ova 


l*:O nc i 'IF 1‘Pc: 

a J ti L Li iL I 


cef 




Body of trcfli 
Forces came up, under the Command of Lidns s 
S ever us's General •, who, as they report, had de- 


iy 


behind with his Corps, to watch 


the Event of the Battleand as foon as he heard 


C* 


events was 


b 


1 ^ 
-Vi xpo n np/ * 

ttCi 1 L.l 1 V V-L 

Victor-A i 



his lrcfli 


the Empire, not for Seven's , bi 
indeed. 


r o r 


afclf. And, 
teemed to 

•nrm tills Report: For afterwards, when Se- 

ru’n'S 

V - I x + K 


the enfiling Circumfbmce 



S E V E R U S. 


I 2 


D 


ainecl the Vi&ory, and iettlcd every 


thing according to his Wiih, lie liberally re¬ 
warded all his other Off ^ 



ior their good 


Services, but put Lectus to Dcatn, probabl) 
a P uni fitment for his intended Trcafon. 


But 


to anticipate my Story, 1 


not _ _ , , - - , 

with his new Reinforcement, gave Sevcrus s 

remounted 





_efh Spirits. 

his Horfc, and array’d again in his Imperial 
Robe. Minus's Soldiers, thinking the Victory 
completely gained, had broken their Ordei, and 

were too inconfiderately puriuing the Enemy j 

this additional Body of 
, and charged them lo 
a ihort Reliffance they 


1 I 

Li 


when all on a i 
frefh Troops came uj 
vLcoroufly, that alter 


obliged to give way b . Ihe whole I 


Af 


O 



Ser crus's 


Troops 


purfued the late V idiots quite to tne '-lf.y, 
ting to pieces all they overtook. 1 he INun 


cut- 


b Dio very differently relates this Ail air; ami, indeed, 

with greater V erifnnilitude. He tells.u>, unit L.. y s 
aloofwith his Corps, to fee what would be the a,vent or 

the Battle : But when he law Swrtis rally his I coops, ami 
return to the Charge with ireili Vigour, he then advanced 
with the 1'orccs under his gourmand, as leading tji. i. niseis 
of Swcras's Rcienunent; who, contrary to his hopes, he 
found, was likely to gain the Vi&orv. _ Concerning tne in 

Repulfe, he a hi-hr-, that the Right W mg ot bcvti.y t.u- 

my was broken and put to flight; which Srvrrus cbwrvmg. 
Hew with the Brctorian Cohorts to their Abidance j but ae 


Hew 

f # f \ 

adds, ibsusiv clv Tb’s’ cJ > £ 

J 4 1 


^ q'. r 4 « « y - *. ^ * f* i V 


. ' x \ 

OiTv ‘ZJCQCCCTTbJ h: 7 :, JC; 3 V 7? TC V v> o 

* 


* ^ ' 


V f O , /«* 


\u'> ixwjuvv.- ?v> 

p > C. ?- 




5 iwiW r:t; Izvt 5, rl* 

^ TO lifiO* cvacccfu &• d; res ymyoda? shirks. ^S‘ :, ’ t 

was he from helping tin.'a, ibr.l br was 'j:>j neat 

/■A Li ft-Guards TV bimfAL haw* dijmoinUd j, o;n ins 


Horj 


ctvW* /Aw.u- mft,/, be 7.w* /an- My ana, w'b bis draw 
Sword, Drinks in u',ou than as they wa fling. 

J- J A 


L 4 


of 
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of the Kill’d, Wounded, and Prifoncrs, is vague., 

J ' o * 

and varies according to the Fancy or Prejudice 
of the Hiftorians of that Time. Severus’s Men 

plunder’d and burnt the City Lyons , feized /d- 
binus, and having taken oil Ids Head, carried 

they railed the Trophies 


it to Sever us. 


I'hi 


or two area 


t Victories; the one gained over the 


V • r~ * * * • * / r 

K t L i / it J 


V\ ;: 


n* * ; . • 

\ ' ; > i 

# - * ' 1 


ncr;i 


i - 


Nations or the Ealt, and this, fo loon alter, ob- 

tained in tire North. 

^ Wm - 

Here I cannot but remark, that we final! 

pa 


° PT 1CU hardly find the Atchievcmcnts of S 


. .'I 

V. 


7 ^ V 1 , 


I ♦ /: t ] , -* f ^ f ' r* 
iu eli Lti v.c 


C< 


motions ol 


b 


Hillory •, whether we coniidcr the 
ol the Forces, 
ns, the Number o 
Difficulty, and 






or the 
of his 


when, on both Sides, the Military I 


inlt Pcmpc.) 


h 


6 K 


AR:/Vv ArJhon\\ 


^ nr 

Ivi 


id 


thofc ol yiuguftas again,it 
Sons ol Pompcy 


or, 


back, the fir a r p and bloody Con- 
the Romans and other Nations, in 
is between Sylla and Marius \ all 
thefe, we mufi own, were great and wonderful; 

i to depoie and cut off three 


th 


But 

Prii 



Army 


at 79 


ae Ma 

1 ready 


t, by a cunning Strati 
Some •, to dilpatch one of thole Princes 
uperiai Palace *, to overthrow ano- 


I 


1 


T 


v/nen lie 




Half, and ialuted Ifinoeror 


h 


o 

ii-A 


11 the 


‘ by the Romans ; and 


hut the Power of C 


t oniy in the ! 
tliele are Su 


n 




hara to be match’d, and inch as Fortune ieem’d 


to have ref‘” xr, “’ 4 .'• 


r \ ?• 

U 


( hPil 


veu lor Sever us omv. 

j 


Cut to oro- 


w 


SllCu 



S EVER U S. 


12: 


/ 


Such was the End 
Dignity of 


i- o v ^ 
C W 1 


enjoying 
and of fhort 
Alter his Death, Scvems entertain’d 




Duration, 
a vindidtive and 
his Friends; and fend inn; his i 




towards all 
to Roms , lie 


ordered it to be (tuck up publicly 


and in the 1 


lie wrote to accmaint the 


People of his Victory 


M That he lent 


Head to be duel 


V 


loo! 


on 


up in 
that 


U 


public View, that they might 
Spectacle of his Wrath; and fee, in the Ex¬ 
ample of Albinus , what his other Enemies 

might fhortly expedt.” 

Soon after, when he had fettled M 


i n A. D 


Britain , and given the Adminillration of Affairs 
there to two Governors; and had order’d every 
thing in Gaul as he thought proper; having 
put to Death all who had tavour’d Albinas, whe¬ 
ther voluntarily or by Compulfioi 
catcd their Effedts, he ha he ns to 

with him all his Armv, in order 


V 7 

t 


to 


111 


taking 
ke the 



Terror. 


ne 


* • 1 



Horn, with inert' 
fentment and Rage againft all 


as was his Cu- 

, breathing Re- 

furvivins: 


t 


• c* 


iiv. 





C f // / /1. f •»-; ? / r 
ls5 O 1 J liU t tbiS-d • 


In this turions manner he 
rode into the City ; where the People received 
him with Laurels, and all other poltiblc De- 
monftrations of Honour; and the whole Senate 
adurdled him with Titles ol Homage; though 
the created Part conceived the moll dreadful 


Apprehenhons ol his Anger, cxpedlina; little 


1 


O 


Mercy from one, whole Nature, they knew, 
was cruel and vindidlive to the lad degree; who 



to do Mifchicf upon the High red Qcca- 
fions ; and was new not unfurnifn’d witl 

.xcules. 
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Sf‘~ v; 7i'j 

Indulges 


tl 1 


iv 


Sol- 


After vifiting the Temple of Jupiter , and fi- 
nifning the other accuftomed Sacrifices, he re¬ 
tires to the Palace; and there appoints magni- 

Luxury, ficent Congiaries for the People on account oi 

his Vidories; and large Donatives to be diftri- 


liiers in 


b 


UL 


ed to his Soldiers j to whom he granted 
other Gratifications they had never re¬ 
ceived before: 17 


many 


or 


he 



augmented their 



Allowance of Corn ; permitted them to wear 
Gold Rings, and to cohabit with their Wives. 
All which Indulgences we re reckoned very im¬ 
proper to render an Army vigilant, adive, and 

for War. He was the firft that ener¬ 
vated their Strength, corrupted their hardy 
Living, made them obey Orders of Difficulty 
with Reludance, fubverted their Discipline, de- 
frroyed all Reverence to their Superiors, taught 
them Avarice and Robbery, and quite reduced 
them to Luxury and Wantonnels. 


His Cru- After he had ordered every 


thing 


as 


e 


! f v ^ ; 1 1 
: l \ c. tiLl 


A \ 9 A 

J K \ kii ICC 0 


he 

J CP 

thought proper, he goes to the Senate-houfe, 
and bcin«; feated on the Imperial Throne 

O 1 

vers a bitter Accufation 




deli- 


asainft the Favourers 


of Albums ; producing fome of their fecret Let¬ 
ters, found in his ’Scritoires after his Death. 
Some he accufed with having feat him too va- 




iuable Prefents j to others he objeded their 
Familiarity with feveral Perfons of Note in the 

•, fome were charged, anions 
too clofe an Acquaintance 
word, varying the Indidmcnts, l'o as every 


aft 



.« 7 ; * 

Ills* * t /' 

jvU l f i- i'vJ 


c 


1 


aupcar m a clearer colour 




of Probability, he found Occ 
Death ail the principal Mcmb 


pu 


to 


1 every one of extraordinary Wealth and Di 


the feveral IN ations 


his Turil 





l 
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lidtion 


Elis Excufe for all this Barbarity 


ly executed 


juft Refcntment on 


his Enemies; but the real Mo 


his ex- 


ceflive Avarice •, to which no King before him 


fo much a Slave 


For as he was in¬ 


ferior to none of the molt illuflri 


Prince 


in Courage, Fortitude, Perfeverance inLabou 
and militarv Skill: fo he exceeded them all 


and military Skill •, f< 

Greedinefs of Riches 


Third alter Blood 


which he loved tc 
frivolous Occafions 


Hied 

Ti 


upon 


the moil 


rk 


choie I 


Benevolence, for the Bails of his Go 


vernment: And yet took care to gratify the 
Inclinations of the Populace, by exhibiting all 
kinds of expen five and magnificent Shews *, at 
feme of which were {lain ieveral hundreds of 
wild Bealls, the Breed of our own and foreign 
Countries. Flis Large lies were frequent and 


O 1 


I 


hundreds of 


profufe. He inflituted a very 


nd pom 


pous Trial of Skill on account of his Vi&ories 


prefent 


bed Perlormers 


and athletic Exercifes, font 


for from all the 


Tn his Time we law certain c Games, exhibit- Secular 


Spcdlacles of every fort in all the Theatres 


Games. 

A.]). 199 


c There is hardly any thing in Antiquity more obfeure 
and perplex'd, than the Accounts of the lisp: tut ion, Period, 

and Name of the Secular Games. 

Valerius Maximus, lib. ii c. 4. tells a long Story of their 

InJlitutioM; the Subilance of which is ; That a Country¬ 
man among the Sabines, in the Time of a Hague, being 
ordered, by a V oice, to carry his two Sons and a Daughter, 
who were at the point of Death, down the River fiber, 


and cherifh them with warm Water at the Altar cf Dis (or 
Pluto ) and Pro fir pi nr at Pnrentum, after feme Reluctance, 
takes the three Children on board a Veil'd, and lands at a 
Place, near the Campus Mar!;;;;, call’d Tcnuluin. The fa¬ 
ther 
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» J 

nt once *, together with thole facrcd nofturnal 
Rites performed in imitation of the Eleujinian 


Mvncrles. Thefe Games the Men of thofe times 


thcr warms tome Water, and gives it to his lick Children ; 
who upon drinking it fell into a Sleep, and awaked in 
good Health. Valcfms (for that was the Countryman’s 
Name) having found an Altar, twenty feet under around 
irdcribed to Dis and Prof :;-bine, performs the Black Saeri¬ 
fies to thefe infernal Deities, purfuant to the Orders of a 
Vifion fecn by the Children in their Sleep; and after the 
Sacrifices were fill idled, buries the Altar again in the 
Ground. The Author goes on to relate, that Valerius Pop - 
AW.':, one of the firit Confuls of Rome, in the Year of the 
City (according to Livy and Diem'fins of Ihdicarnajfus) 245, 
ihcrificed on the fame Altar to Pinto and Pi 


111 or- 


fr 4 ^ 

cler to deliver the People from the Pcllilcncc; and inllitutcd 
facrcd nocturnal Games for three Nights, after the Exam- 



P 


h 
1 


rave the Sacrifices of the Countryman to have been per¬ 
iormed mam' Years before the Games of Valerius. All 


i'* * r 

* 1 


an gather from thefe dark fabulous Accounts is, that 
the Cidiom was lo old, that the I.'arms themfeves were 
ignorant of the Caufe and End of it’s ln'litution. Nor is 
this to be wonder’d at; fmee there is the fame Uncertainty 
with regard to fcveral Chrijlian Feliivals; the ancient Pones 

‘ J / 

and Fathers of the Church, according to their different 
Fancier, rejecting old Feafts, introducing new, and often 
altering one for another. 

The Period of the Secular Games, or the Revolution of 
Years between their Returns, is as uncertain as their Iiifri- 


teuu 


tuition. ’Tis plain, the Roma,is thought they were in 
ed to be celebrated but once in the fame Generation of 
Men. For when they were proclaimed, the Proves, or Cr:, r, 
invited the People to come to Games, ipucs nee fpcdte/Rt 
CiilRuau:, r.cc fpeftaturus eifj j Which none of tht/.<: bad jeer, 
nor nvcuiii again fee. ZgJhuus fixes the fecond time of their 
Celebration in the Year of the City 3 5.1, when Marcus Pc- 
iiius was the fourth time Conful. Put Livy gives us not 
a word of them in that Ccniulate. Nor, indeed, do 1 re¬ 
member to have met with any plain Mention of them in 
any part of Livy's Ililtory that is now extant, Flows (o.r 

whoever 





EVERU S. 


rail’d Secular , being told, that they were to be 
celebrated once in three Ages. Heralds were 


therefore diipatch’d through all Rome aru 



Third tirnc^ 


A. LA c 


901. 


whoever is the Author of the Epitome to Lhy's noth Book) 
mentions the Games at C 1 creation celebrated to Eat her Dis 

in the Year of the City 501. This was 148 Years after 
the fecond time. The fame Epitomifl fpeaks of them there, Fourth time, 
as celebrated 100 Years after, *vix. A. CJ. 601. which can A. U. 60;. 
be but their fourth Celebration. If they were repeated 
between this time and that of Aueujhis Cm/hr, to make his 

J • 

Period anfwcr the 110 Years quoted by Her rue and Z of - 
mis from the Sibylline Verfcs, it mull be in tiic Year of 
Rome 627, but twenty-fix Years after die former. But ’tis 
more rcafonable to think they were omitted ; becaufc Sue¬ 
tonius, in yluyvf. c. 31. reckons them among other anti¬ 
quated CuJloms which dhtgufus rcilorcd. The fame Au¬ 
thor obferves, in Claud, c. 21. that Cl rush us, m the Hi- 
itory of his own Times, cxprdsly lays, they had been in¬ 
termitted, and were reduced again to their proper Period by 
yJugu/ins . This Emperor celebrated them in the Year of the Fifth time. 
City 737, according to Die, about fifteen Years before Chriji. A. l T . 7 3". 
Sixty-three Years after this, "Tacitus tells us, Antral, xt. c. 11. 

Claudius repeated them j but the Reafon of his doing it af¬ 
ter fo flrort a Space, the Hiitorian fays he had given in his 
Idiflory of DomitiatTs Reign : When they were again cele¬ 
brated; and Tacitus himlelf was a TRsh-dccim vir, one of 
the fifteen Pcrfons appointed to infpccc the Books of the 
Sihylls, and manage the Solemnity according to their Inter¬ 
pretations of thcle Oracles. But d ime has deprived us of 
that part of Tacitus''s Works, that contained die promifed 
Account. Suetonius relates, that Claudius thought them 
anticipated by Angst fits , and that Ins was die proper Year 
for their Celebration. l v or 799 Years being then elapled 
lir.ee the building of Rome, ’tis probable, (.land ass judg’d, Six;-!' time, 
they ought to be repeated at the Clofe of every Century ; A.U. So.,. 
and therefore made choice of the Booth Year for their 
proper Period. After him Domitinn, as we before obierv- Sevcnthtim 
ed, celebrated the Secular Games in the Year of the City A.U. S41. 
841 about forty Years after thofe of Claudius . S-.-jcrus 1 4. 

* * 1 ^ 1 \ •* <*r A r ' 


w 


was 


the next that had them celebrated, 1 1 o Years after¬ 
wards, viz. in the Year of Rcmc 931,- which arc the Games 

y _ . * « « 

our Author here mentions. 


A. L\ a j j. 


But the Account he <nves ot 


them is fo very dark and abrupt, his Words fo obfeure, 

^ 1 


and 
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iiimmoning the People to come and be Specta¬ 
tors of Things they never had feen before, nor 
would again fee ; fince the intermediate Spac 






and their Conftruftion fo uncouth, that I amperfuaded the 
Copies are mutilated ( as are thole of Zojtmus on the fame 
Subject) and that Hercdian was taking of their Inftitution 
Otherwife I cannot conceive why he 1 ’nould fay, they were 
call'd Secular in Seventh's Time, as if the Name were not 
given them long before; nor why he fliould chufe to call 
the Men of his own Age, 0 » tots, r l hofe who lived then.. 

Ninth Cmr, The lift time (at lead that can be depended on) I read of 
A. u. i co i. the Celebration of thefe Games, is in the Reign of Philip , 

ooo Years from the building the City, and fifty afeer thole 


i 


of Sever ns. 


A 


fays, they were never repeated after the Time of Sevents ; 
and therefore he imputes the Declenfion of the Roman 
Power, and all the Calamities which befcl the State under the 




Wel far 


• * JL 

ed. Nor, indeed, does Eutropins fay, the Games of the 
Philips were the Secular; but only, that in the Reign of 
thefe Emperors, The ThcufanJth Year of Rome was cele¬ 
brated with a magnificent Apparatus of Games and Spectacles. 
Which Julius C a pit A in us and Aurelius Vidor cxprefsly call 
the Secular Games. 

From all thefe various Periods it appears, the Remans did 
not tic themfelves to any fixt Number of Years for the Ce¬ 
lebration of thefe Games. Horace, in one of his Secular 
Sengs compofed for this Solemnity in the Time of Augvfus , 
feems to make the Period 110 Years. But the fame Poet 
hints, the Books of the Sihylls commanded them to be ce¬ 
lebrated at that Time by Aug if us . His Words are, 

What time the Sibylls Books ad vile, 
That Vircins fair and virtuous Bovs 


'Tempere facro, 
o;i hyltir.'. v: or acre verjits 
J r :r vims left as. pucrcique c alios 

|N y * V 4 a 

]}i isj quibus jcpiem pi a a-, ere colics } 

Diccrc earner. 


Should hymn the Gods, our Guards 

from Ills, 

The Gods ; who love the feven Hills. 

The next thing to be confidcred is, why they were call’d 
Secular ; which if we can find out, it will give us fome 

their Origin: For the Names of religious 


Light into 


Feaits commonly bear fome Allufion to the End for which 
they were inftituted. The -Latin Word Seculum, 


n i a y 


fi 


Prom 


an Age, 
cutting , or f qttendo , 


following ; 


P 
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between the Celebration of the prefent, and th 
Revolution of the enfuing Fcatt, far exceeded 

the lonsreft Period or human Lite. 


folio 


, ul ,»wing\ it being a Divificn, or Succefjion of Times. 
Or it will amount to much the fame, if we lay, with 
Varro, ’tis derived a fenefeendo , fern waxing old.-, and is 
ufed to fignify the whole Duration of any thing to which it 
is applied" When relative to Man, the Term is very vague, 
according to the different Opinions of Writers. Ferro, de 
ling LaL lib. v. Feflus, lib. xvii. andC. 

* O . ' A t * J 


fi 

Metam 


A ♦ *.. 

Fab. iv. in allufion to Homers Uo 7:- ? 

"i 


*1 




7T 


(Iliad 


fW 


J have lived two hundred 


Years; and am now living the third Age. The learned Yin- 
nebus is fo much of this Opinion, that lie thinks, Scculum^ 

- . ^ » v 7 1 1 / A 1 *1 <*1-i r\\*n ( 


was derived from 1 


\ 

zczrov* ( 


m hundred. Other Authors (of 


>> a j ** w-— - j 

whom He radian feems to be one) will have that Space to 
contain three Ages, as if an Age was not quite thirty four 
Years. Be this as it will, I am of opinion, the Epithet 6 c- 
cular was given tbefe Games, not !o much to denote any 
certain Term of Years, in which they were to return, as to 
intimate, that they were to invoke the Gods for the Pre- 

' _ /*• A £ A. A A A «• / 1 


fcrvation 


ing to the Phrafe of one of their own Writers, cum m t e r - 
u 1 r ate mv.ndt, with the E r t. R ni 1 Y of the WirU. He¬ 
rod i an calls them uln let; which is the Word the Engtjo 
Tranflators of the New Tfi ament render Evcrlajhng, 111 
ft r ift Propriety S.eular, or Age-lajlh;g : For the Englijb 

Particle, Ever, manifeilly comes from the ovum of the 

5 . From anwn the 


Latins, that is 


iu the (Jrct/c uya'j, on 


LjUliUl) *-4 .- - . ,y. 

Lai ins form’d alias, or, as we find it m Cicero, sc vitas ; 
from whence comes tev:tu nit as. or, contracted, a: t emit as. 
Eternity a kind of Series or Afiemblagc of Ages. And 

orth obfervinr, that we Mortals cannot find any 


tis w 
Words 
ticular 

’tis plain, from v 

the Idea of an Age. 

f 


l' 


^ 1.1 * w - JL 

For if we fay, eternal, or evcrlajlivg, 
vhat has been faicl, we cannot get oh from 

If we exprefs it negatively by, fine 


1 Tf 

Vv 


and 


we flill exprefs the very r I enn we , 

Idea (if wc have any) immediately lays hold on that 1 erm, 

and in all beyond is prcfaitly loft. Of this Authors have 

been 



*34 


II E RODI A N, 


Book III. 


Srvrms's When lie had fpent fomeTime at Rome , and 

had taken his Sons as Partners with him in the 
Sovereignty, and declared them Emperors; tui¬ 



tion to the 

Eaft. 


been well aware; and have therefore endeavour’d, but in 

* \ 

vain, to help it by Multiplication of Terms, fuch as; .= I; 

ui w: > in Jccula Jcculorum , aux ficclcs dcs fades ; 


anc t & if a 


For /Fa of /Fes, o 

»> i/ L> 7 

cular’y have endeavoured to llrctch their Ideas, and tack 


▼ 

Words together to exprefs them by. Thus Fcrcr.ce makes 

vSc o'i S: mfiteruus, from Si riper, and net emus; and Plautus 
C.VpreficS Eternity by omuls <vtas, every /gc. In the Old 
Feihimmi, /fa o 


s'? 


Thus 


what v.'c trail date. It far, it Sc a Statute for ever, is in the 

Original, pH, Foe Statute of an /fa; intimating, 

the Ceremony Tali not be once ufed and then abolifhcd, but 
it iliall remain a iixt Cuftom in your State for ever. The 
Hebrews always expreis /fa or Eternity by Words coming 
from Roots that imply Obfcurity, Superiority, or Proven- 




bon: w-J 


BAP 


cutjbip or go Freni; as if the VEord Eternity' out ft rip'd 
us, or left our Ideas Tort. And when they fpeak of God, 


they often ufe the 

m 

nit;;, as in If;ah. 

hide and lefty i O 

T J , i_ 

laid. Unto what I 
fu tv 
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The Secular Games were a:: (acred among the Romans. 


'J 


4 ^ 


in Gi 


•tree. 


That they were inllituted to pray for the Eternity of their 
Stmc, appears nor only Tom their Name, but the Manner 
of their wciebrnt.on. After the Sacrifices performed, fir ft 
in the G. .virus hi riius to the Internal Drjiinies , on whom 
the Stability cf ail human Affairs was fuppofed to depend, 
and then to the o-hcr Gods, the Theatrical Sports were 
held, in honour of Jj oik and Diana, to whom tliefe Games 
were nrincipaiiv dedicated ; and in their Temples 

i I . y I 



fane; Kvmus in honour of the former, and the Girls of the 

o • ^ 

latter, for elide two Deities, viz. the Sun, and the 


Moon, presiding over the Day and tiie Night, by the al¬ 
ternate Revolutions of which all Time, or Age is meafnred, 
the limans chieily implored their Proteilion for the Perpe¬ 
tuity of their Empire. Yet did they not exclude the reft 
of me Cods from (haring in the religious Honours. But 


as 
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S, 


f * f 

fatisfied with the Honour of Vi&cries obtained 
in Civil W ars, and over Roman Armies, for 
which he was even afliamed to triumph; he re- 

{is the Churches cf Rome and England have Fellivals ap¬ 
propriated to particular Saints, and one, named All-Saints^ 
to comprehend the whole Hierarchy $ fo the ancient AV 
mans, bcfides their Fcafts to particular Gods, held this uni- 
verfal Solemnity in honour of all the tutelar Deities of Rome 
at once; to implore* as it were, their united Power to per¬ 
petuate their Empire, and as Horace, in the Secular Song, 
exprelles it; Mdiujque fmper proroget jevum, Continue 

c-Z’iVy Age better and better. 

Upon the whole, the bell Account of the Secular Games 
leems to be this: That they were Solemnities injUtuted in 
the third Century after the building of the City; to be re¬ 
peated in different Generations, at fuch Periods , as their 
.Governors and Priefts judged proper from the Situation of 
their Affairs, and the Orders of tire Silylline and other O- 
racles; and that all the Gods of their Country, eipecially 
the Sun and Moon , were to be invoked at thefe Periods, 
and prayed to continue the Roman Power IoE i erni i y. 


( 


I cannot difmifs this Subjeft without giving the Euglijb 
P.cader a Tranflation of thole Verics of tire Sibylls , as they 
are delivered down by Zofivius (who lived in the Time of 
the Emperor Hunarius, about 400 Years after Chrifr) be- 
caufe they contain a full and particular Description of the 
levcral Ceremonies obferved at the Celebration of the Se¬ 
cular Games, and a clear Account of the End for which 
they were indituted. 

Put foon as Years revolve elev’n times ten, 

(The longeft Life allow’d the Sons of Men) 

Remember, Roman, who thy Friends have been, 

Nor let Oblivion lull thee into Sin. 

To all the Gods be grateful Vi dims (lain. 

Where lweliing Tyler laves the facred Plain, 


Shade 


Water 


oceed 


Let Lambs and Goats, of duiky Blacknefs, bleed * 
Propitiate next, as holy Rites ordain, 


The fair Lit evur, lovely, genial Train ! 
from whofe kind Pow’r the Breeds of Nature come 
And fulLform’d Infants force the teeming Womb. 

M 


\*A 


To 





. ■* 
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foiveii to attempt fomc 
raife Trophies againft 


f 






Concueft 



C JJT 


A 




Accord 




:ts out on an Expedition to the tail 
■Jctmus King of the Alrrn, grounding 
1 on the Afliftance that Monarch had 
wen Niter. When he came to the Frontiers 

O 


attain id Be 


Qu 


of Armenia, lit 


c 


pour in his Troop 


the Country •, but was prevented by 
e King oi the An men inns, who lent him laigc 

To Parent Earth, who feeds and nurtures All, 

A wcU-fed Hoy, and fable Sow mull fall. 

Give Jt-vc his milk-white Bulls; but not bv Night: 

For Pow’rs celellial love the Works of Light. 

Then to the Altars of the fW of Heaven 
Pe comely Cows, and Beeves unblemifliM driven. 

The like juit Honours be to Pbabas done, 
l,, ten, L Offspring, call’d by Men Toe Sun. 

Let chcarhd Crowds the {acred 1 emples throng , 

And praife t!P immortal Pow’rs in grateful Song. 
While beauteous Boys and Girls, in patted 1 mins 
Refound alternate with refponfive Strains; 

Lair, blooming Choirs! whom no Misfortunes grieve 
Whole friends all llourilli, and whole Parents live. 
Let all the Matrons, bound in Marriage-tie, 

At June's Abavs prone and prollrate lie; 

Lor both the Sexes put forth pious Pray’r : _ 

Put move the Goddcfs moll to guard the Lair. 

This idemn Day unlock thy chokeit Stores; 

And briny forth f ndt-fruits to in immortal Pow rs. 


'Llie treaiur’d Tribute 




prove 


W ith lubterranean Gods, and Gods aoovc. 

Within whole lacred Scats promifeuous meet: 
Both Males and Females join the jovial Treat. 

Bv .Day, by Night, frequent each blcll Abode; 

And every Mortal be theGucll of God. 

No dull Difguife, no forc’d affefted Air 
Be nay, be lenous; nnugle Mirth with Caic. 

Now, Reman, go; perioral thy dedin d I ait, 
And grave thefeEfeful Precepts in thy Heart. 

'I'hen Italy, and Utium, fhall obey; 

And Rune fnall rule with everlasting Sway. 


Su 



s EVE R u 


bcicechin 


of Money 




Se 


u events 


promiling inviolable Faith 
tify which, Plottages were fl 
with the 1 ?relents. 


r valuable i 
to accept him as e 


7 


As 



an Ally, 
1 Amity ; to ra- 
: at the fame time 
as he had fettled 


every thing with the Armenian according to his 

naii iff the 


Defire, he advances 


mimed 



Upon his March, Amarus I 


Atreni. 

Ofrboeni fled over to him, bringing JVV , 

ges of his faith, and a great number of 



Sever us, having pa fled 



a 


Archers as Auxiliarie 

through all Mesopotamia and Adiabe) _ 

Defcent .upon Arabia the Happy, fo call’d from its 
abounding in odorous Herbs, and all the rich 
Spices and Perfumes which we make ufe old 

■Here he facks m 


my Villages and Citie , 

arte the Country round about-, then pencti 


lays 


the Frontiers of the Atreni, and lets down be 
fore Atra, a City lituated on the Summit of 


very 


Wall, and 
expert Archers 


h Mountain, furrounded by a rtroim 

* O 


tD 


O 


Sevsms's Army inverted the PI 


on 


their Op 


utmoft A 


ried 

dour, refolved, if poflibl 
kind of Works was omitted: Engines of 


No 


y fort 


which the Befle 


vigoroufly applied 


V 

on the other hand, 


a: 


T 

4.,i f 


bravely defended fending Showers of Arro 
1 Stones from the Eminences, which greatly 

1 1 . s *-' J 


annoyed the Enemy *, and throwing down 
fort of earthen Veflels, fill’d with little vcnoi 


winged Crea 


V 

tD 


Faces, or any other naked part of the Body, 
and creeping under their Clothes, flung the 
Soldiers, and inflicted Wounds not only painful 


M 2 


but 
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bin dangerous. 


This Plague was feconded by 


another : Per the Rc 


lnable to bear the 



\ir, occafioned by the ex 


cefiive pleat in thole Parts, weie 



a 


contagious 

/ 

Numbers tl 



mper, that carried off g 
the PI and of the Enemy 


Af 


Aided with all theft: complicated Evils, the Ro 

very languid and tardy r 

and rather loft ground th 

obliged to rail*: 


wan Soldiers wc 
their Operations 
advanced ; lb that 


Sice 


io that o ever ns was uuu^cu ^ 
and draw off his Forces, belore they 


all periihed. The Army was fad 1 y dejedted at 
this Difappointment; and being hitherto ac- 
cuftom’d to carry all they attempted, they now 
look’d upon themfclves as conquered, becaule 

they had fail’d to conquer. 

,, But Fortune, Sevmts's ready Patronels, loon 

taken by comforted them -, and they were fo far from re- 
burprae. turning home with nothing none, that tney ei- 

fected greater Things than they hoped. *or th" 

whole Army being 


embarked in a numeicus 


Flee 


.1 bound for 


Roman Coafts 






ferong adverfe Current forced the Veffels from 


their deffi n’d Courle, and d 


them upon 


a 


Part ot Pfifth 


diftant but a few days Jour 


y from Ctcfiphon, the royal City of the P 


the Kin 


tmans \ wucic im, ivtu 5 uici. *y— 
of Peace, ouitc unconcern’d at the Quarrel 


St. 


-- ^ C } 

with the .Atrcni \ which he luppOiC.d 

~ " 1 * and there!ore w.r- 


ays affeft him 


unprovided, as he thought he had nothing 
fear. 


Nor had Sever ns any Defign 


his Ccnifi, before he was driven thither by the 
Rapidity of the Current 

val he immediately debarks his forces, maacs 


But 


his Am 


Incurfion upon the Country, lays wafte the 
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Fields, 

Subfifi 



all 


Cattle 


for 


Army, and lets lire to every 


Village in his Way 


Advancing in 
fhort time to 



the great King Artt. 


The Ro 


mans , as they 


come upon 


the Barb 


thus unprepared, put all they met to the Swore, 
and, having plunder’d the City, carried away 


Childr 


W 


The Kin 0 
:1 him the 


fled with a few Horfe, leaving behind 

royal Treafures of Money, rich Furniture, and 

1 which all fell into 


H 


y valuable Effefts 


of 


R 


I 


was 


honoured with a Viftory over the Parthians \ 
which was rather a Gift of Fortune, than the 
Effeft of Counfcl. However, having gain’d 
Succefs fo far exceeding the moft fanguine Ex- 


peftations, he difpatch’d Advices to the Scnat 
and People, extolling the Greatnefs of his At 

chievements •, and had his Battles and iftorie 

pompoufly reprefented in public Pifturcs \ whil 
the Senate decreed him all kinds of Honours J 
and gave him Epithets and Appellations aliud 

jng to the different Nations he had conquered. 

* 'Affairs in the Eaft thus profperoufly carrier 


haften 


n 

3 


ds Rome , br 


to 


Sons, now young Men 


Ana alter enpo- 
finor of the Provinces^ as the Circumftances of 


Sp. 


tions a Triumph for a Viftory gained over m 

this Expedition : But neither our Author, noi Lio, jn any 
part of his Hiftory now extant, fays one Word about it. 
Eufebius, indeed, lpeaks of a War railed by the and 
Samaritans in the T. itne of Sevents ; w Inch (if theic b 

« 1 • 1 .1 ^ r r.. ____ /k >■! r 


the Story) muff be the W 




c any 
Spar- 


it an . 


M 


0 


the 


* 
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n. 


lie rciocc 




A.D.eco. 


My 


b 


fions of 
his Sons. 


•***:-; / M :;; 


.IV", < ' •• ♦ • \ ' 

- \ : : a \ \ i t 




rived at Rome* be enters the City in Triumph, 
caved by the People with loud Acclamations, 
AppLiiiics, and Adorations, which he repaid 


and Adorations 


which he re 
Afiemblies 


ra 1 Congiaries, and public Games, inftituted 
Commemoration ot his Victories. 

After this, he lpent: many Years at Rome in 


llice j 
Pains 


ihairs, and the Adrniniftration of Jil¬ 
ting; which Time he took no fmall 


during which Time he took no fmall 

in the Education and Inftru&ion of his 

% 

But the Youths were already corrupted 




Wantonncfi 
Jncfs of Fa 




City 




L- 


:s con- 


Races, and Dancing. The two Brothers con¬ 
ceived a kind of Antipathy the one to the other 


Child ho 


rr 

k V Lm 


m 




Cc 


__ __ w 

Diverhons, luch as Quail 


\ / 

o’ 


which they zealcuQy oppoiki eacii other. And 


two 


'> r 


erws ana a lays they were ever divided 

'hi ties, contending rather with Enmity 


Emulation : Tor whatever pleaded the one, for 
that very Reafon diigufted his Brother. Nor 


■••“A s 


Were there vanting Piatterers 


#1 

ul: 


d Minift 


to 


nurtun 


Vw +i.l\ 


d 


indulging either in his beloved Excrcifes, and 
depreciating and calumniating his Antagonili 
When the Rather was acquainted with this, 
he fir ft endeavoured to reconcile and reduce 
them to kcaion. In order to this, he chofe a 


’4 p f " 7 / 1 


\ r-\ 

i iixcrc 




c r i lie hnr.c with /T; 7 ,?_//>, a large Country oil the South 
hch: oi tne -*a..’vur. A is divideo into Uffrr and lower 

V/v/C : the former now call’d Serbia* the latter Buhari 


Wife 
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Wife for the eldcft (whofe true N 

he came to the Imperial Court, w; 
but afterwards his Fat! 



Bajfmnus •, 

Antoninus, 


beeaufe that was the Surname ol Mrreus) thi 
ing Matrimony might reform his Manners, 
teach him Sobernels. I his young vYc 

—. n . \ 1' o 1" ~ 


Vt 

Daughter to 



Prcleft ot 


a Man, they fay, ot very mean i>i 
that had been baniilied his Country 

and other Offences. lie was a Lib) 

• — • 

verm's Countr 


Camps •, 
and one 



port 


him by Blood; but others Riel 


rc- 

to 


affirm, that Seven's had criminal Convei lation 

:.A- i_:_- s~\-r riiK :k it lYUiy. tIS 


* 

with him when a Boy. Be 

. 1 1 « 


certain Sever us had railed him to this high Dig 


nity from low and [lender Circumi 


chive Y\ 


by feizin 


& 


the Fortunes oi. thole he put to Death, and 


bellowing them on Plant inn 


who 


grew lo 

o 


powerful, that he was little leis than Ins Part 
1 ’ All thefe Advantages he 


ner in the Empn 


fo abufed by Cruelty and Violet 


his Ac 
ble 



tions, that he became more iorunu; 

any of the Emperors. . 

By marrying this Man’s Daughtei to lus Son 


IP 


Sever us uioug 


But iiaviour - 


very 


at lafe lubmitted more 


Cho 


eh he be nave 



. J*pect and Indecency to his YViie and 1 
in-law, never vouchfahng io much as 


to eat 


with her, but ufing a 



In fhort 


L unng ti, in.- 

hated the old Man 


Table and Bed. 


Girl; and 


I 



Ph 


and abhorr’d 

en, that when 

, he would kill both 

the young YVoman 


'i 4 


o*tea 
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often told to her Father; and complaining how 
jhe was hated by her Hufband, exafperated 

Plan turn to the laid degree. 


He confidered Sc 


vents was old, and continually afflicted with 

; and knew Antoninus to be a fierce 



daring Youth*, and being terrified at his Threats, 
refoives to be beforehand with him, and prevent 

deiigned againfl himfelf and Family. 



Befides his Fears, he had other powerful Incen¬ 
tives, to make him afpire to the Imperial Dig- 
¥ lanti an i nity. He was immerjfeiy rich, beyond what 
Arro- any piivate Man ever was before; had the Sol¬ 
diers in his Power; was greatly honour’d by all 
under the Roman Jurifdidion; went abroad in 
a very magnificent Drefs *, for he wore a Lati- 
clavian Punic f , and held Rank with them who 



f There is a pjreat Diversity in the Opinions of Critics 

about the Laticlavian Vrjis, The common Opinion is, 
that the Claims never meant more than a Furl or Stud like 
the Head of a Nail (whence it took, its Name) which was 
larger in the T unic cf the Senators and principal Magi Urates, 
and therefore call’d Lai us davits. Broad Sind, than in the 
Tunics of the Knights and Commons; where thefe Orna¬ 
ments were called dngujli clavi, Narrow Studs, in Contra- 
$ Hi not ion to the La tic lave. Rut: cuius, who has written on 


the Habits of the Romans, on the other hand, afferts, that 

' . _ ... . , ' # 7 7 



Garment. M. 'Meier, in his Note on Horace, lib. i. Sat. ij. 
fjipoufes this 'all Opinion; and fays, the Tunic was faced 
on both Edges of the fore-part with a Galoon; that, when 
the Goat was failen’d, tilde two Borders met, and fee met! 
one broad Gabon, tail'd by the Greeks tn'Twofipupv, Middle- 

and as to the dic'd, he affirms, they were r.ot Studs 

i. IT ‘I 1 1 . .1 ur 1 ■ i * i * a 



ike Nail-heauf, as the Word implies, but only had that 
Name given them, becaufe they were put upon the Veftt*. 
Km Words are ; I s Andan apjsdlokut Clavum, clou, tout 


i fu: es'-if. feut [cur 'Are it 



ur qudque. chafe . The 


An dints call'd every iking Clavum, a Nail, that was mads 


4> * 

so 
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had been twice Confuls. 


He never appear’d 


without his Sword, and every other Badge and 
Symbol of lingular Authority. When he walk’d 

in public, he was fo formidable, that no one 


to he put Upon another Thing, To back his Opinion, he cites 
that famous Paftagc of Varro , De ling. Lat . lib. viii. Nam 
jiquis tunic am in ufu ita conjuit, lit altera plagula fit angu - 
Reis clavcis , altera lateis ; utraque pars in Juo genere caret 


Ana login. Which he renders thus; Car ft quilqu un fait 
fa Vefte dc muni ere, que P un dcs cotcz fit garni iP un galon 
fort large , P autre, if un galon fort strait ; chaque cote vP a 
rien qui lui repond. For if any one. makes bis V’eft in fuel? 


rien qui lui repond, her if any one. makes bis Veft in fucb 
a manner , that one Side he trinid with a very broad Galoot /, 
the other with a very narrow ; each Side has nothing that 

an fivers it. In which Tranflation he has rather given a 
Defcrintion of a modern laced Waiitcoat, than of a Roman 
Tunic* For this ingenious Commentator forgat, that Varro 
does not fay, altira plagula angus to clavo, altera 
LA to; but altera plagula A N Gust E is CL a v Bis, altera 

lateis ; not a Galoon in the Singular; but plurally, Fla¬ 
ws, Studs. So that his plain enough, from this very Padage, 
that there were more than one C/avus in each Flap of the 

. ■ « • Nr—« • 


* \ 4 * **• w 

of the Fore-part, there mu ft be fomething more underftood 
by the C lavas, than a bare Streak of Purple, or Galoon; 

otherwise, the Plural Clavtis would be uled by Va no very 
improperly. Nor, indeed, does Plagula in Varro fignify 
one Side of the Tunic: For that is exprefs’d by the Word 
Pars in the fame Paflage j and in another of Suetonius , in 
Auou/lo . c. a- But bv P la pula, is rather meant a Slip 


or 


gufo. 

Strip 


jfixt. In this Senfe Livy ufes the Word, when, fpeaking of 


■S’ trip 


ipe 


Pac.) fays; Piaga } qiumuuv.cdicimus clavum : A Stripe , 
which we novo call a Clave : By which he means the 
whole purple Streak with its Purls or Studs. For the 
Word Piaga literally means a Stroke ; and from the Re- 
femblance of the Marks raifed in the Skin by Lafhes, the 
Term Stripe is metaphorically applied to fignify any Line 


dii 


I 

Ground 




in Colour from the 


Bdides 


i 
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dared to approach him •, and fo haughty, that 


every one who met him turn’d away. 

J _ . * . 


It 


was 


his Culiom to have Serjeants run before him, 
clearing the Way, and forbidding any fo much 
as to look at him •, 


and ordering 


11 to 


turn 


afide and bow their Heads towards the Ground. 


Belides what has been laid, whoever fhall carefully read 
the feveral Accounts of the Reman Affairs written by Greek 
Authors, ortheGloiles of Gnek Scholiahs on the Roman 
Writers, will find; that the Sign urn or Stripe of thefe Tu¬ 
nics is always render’d by c-x\.'a : ; and as a Garment with 
many of thefe Ornaments is call’d -rsoTvcr- *, fo the Laii- 
cla-VL is exprefs’d by our Author, Diodorus Sic ulus, and others, 
by- c;Xxt v<rr,>/j& •, which might be mandated either Broad- 
p iped, or Broad-Jludd/d, lince the CLve or Stud, was al¬ 
ways proportioned to the Breadth of the Stripe. On the 
contiary, when the Greeks would exprefs the Stud without 
the Streak, they uie the literal Term Nail, as the 

learned Cafaukon has well obferved. Ovid, Trill, lib. iv. 


Elcg. 10 . plainly diilinguifhcs between the Streak and the 
Stud in thefe Words; Cum la to purpura clavo: ‘The purple 
[Stripe] togtiher vita the hoad Cleave. 1 liefe Chaves were 

generally made of Purple, Scarlet, or Gold; and fewed 
upon a Line of Purple, broad or narrow, according to the 
fr.c of tire Stud. Bur. Cop;feus allures us, that Tacitus the 

Emperor, auroclavaiis vefilms iuterdixit ; forbad the life 
of Geld-f added Feds. Sometimes the purple Studs were 

11; which kind of Coats they 


worn without any Streaks • 
call’d Jjim.-v, jh-ipt If ; as maybe gather’d from a Pnllage 

of Lampridius (in Alexandra) compared with another oi 
S parti at: (in Severe ) And, on the other hand, when the 
Claves were large, and refembleu Palms (as on the Gar¬ 
ments of Generals in a Triumph) the Coat was call’d Tu- 

idea pi’lmaia. Yid. L 
ah A lex. lib v. c. i 8. 


i *- n 

tv 


Fed 


From the whole it appears, that the Lrtielavian and An- 
rnHidavian Tunic., were llriped with Purple ; and on thole 


u 


Tripes were fet Rows of Claves, or Studs, in proportion 
to tiie largencfs of ihe Stripes 


Wht 


ir. often uied by A. t .hors, to fignify the whole Alfemblage 
of’Streaks and muds; beca ie the Signets of the latter was 


w 

1•« \ ' n T - r 

t * * v J 


» f 


:J .:.Rd 


1 to ' 


X-J A 
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c ci tii-j former. 
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Scverns , being informed of his arrogant Beha¬ 
viour, was fo highly diIgnited at the fuperlative 
Pride ot the Man, that he fomewhat curtail’d 


his Authority; and oi 
fuafion to bring him 


:n endeavoured by Per- 
to a little Moderation 



iecret 


But Plautian was too haughty to bear Reproof 
and therefore refolved to attempt, 

Treafon, to inveft himfelf with the Sovereign- 
; which he contrived in the following man- 



/ 


ner. 


There was 


S. 


Trit 


him, 


fervile ot all his Creature 


under His Trea-. 
3 ; for lon - 


great Numbers fneaked and cringed to 
'nine had fo gain’d 


I’d upon him by his 
that Plautian judged 


him, Saturnine, had 
extraordinary Adulat 

him moil faithful to his Intereft, and therefore the 
only Perion capable 
his Iecret Comm am 


ccordingly, he 


tends 


for him one Evening, and having taken him 

ace alone ; “ Now (fays lie) is 


into a nnvate 


the 'Fime both for you to give the lail great 

Proof ot that Zeal and Arte ebon you have 


CC 


already ill 


and for 


“ Services, wi 






Gr 

up 


repay your 
to my own 




itc to your Met 


Loot 


w 

V 


to me in this high St 

o 


nite* 


adorned with 
tc Honours, and armed with Power •, and then 


CC 


cc 


whether you chuie to ft 



d be what 1 


now-, or elfe to 


fuffer immediate Death, the juft 
ot incorrigible QbiTinacy. Neitht 


ent 


* 

be ihock 


Greatnefs of the Attempt, nor ihrink 


“ at the 

u at the Names of Sovereigns and 

a V/N,» u 


i 


lb 


mperors. 


your Power to enter alone the 


Chambers where rhe 



.i; fontfmuch 


as it 


U 


ycur Turn to relieve the Guard To 



m .6 HEROD I AN. Book III. 

a when you may, with great Secrecy, accom- 
<< plifli your Defigns unmolefted. Farther than 
« this there is no need for me to explain, or 
« you to hear. Go to the Palace in hafte; and 
as if you came with fome important Meflage 
« from me, enter the Apartments and di(patch 
« them both ; no very difficult Tafk for a Man 
« of Spirit, to cut off a feeble old Fellow, and 
a puny Boy. And as you are to be Pai taker 

“ of the Dangers, fo lhall you have the greateft 
« Share in the Honours and Profits of the Re- 

ct volution.” 

The Tribune was (hock’d beyond meafure at 
what he heard •, but had Prefence of mind enough 
to conceal his Diforder. He was a Perfon far 
from fiupid (for he was a Syrian by Race •, and 
the Men of the Eaft are generally of a fharp 
and ready Wit) but feeing the mad peremptory 
Spirit of the Prefect, and knowing his Power, 
he offered no Contradi&ion, for fear of falling a 
Sacrifice to his Indignation. On the contrary, 
he pretended to hear him with a gieat deal ot 
Pleafure-, and after bowing low, and paying 
him Homage as already Emperor, delired a 
Note of his hand, containing Orders for the Af- 
faffination. This is a common Cuftom with Ty^ 
rants, when they fend to put any one to Death 
without a Trial, to give their Orders in writing, 
that the Perfon employed may be able to pro¬ 
duce his Authority. Plautian , blinded by Re- 
fentment and Ambition, was weak enough to 
give the Note, enjoining him to difpatch them 
both, and, before he divulged what was done, 
to fend fomebody to call him j that he might 
appear in the Palace, before any one knew he 

had feized the Imperial Dignity. 


Matters 
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Matters thus agreed on, the Tribune took 
his leaveand went through all the Apartments 
of the Palace, according to Cuftom, with¬ 
out any Hindrance. But well knowing how 
difficult, if not impoffibie, it was, to kill two 
Princes lying in different Apartments, he flood 
at Sever us's Doorand having called the Keep¬ 
ers of the Imperial Bedchamber, defired they 
would introduce him to the Emperor-, tor that 
he had fomething to impart to him that 
nearly concern’d his Safety. They prefently 
inform’d Severn ; who ordered the Tribune to 


be admitted 


When he came 


44 


I approach you, Royal 


44 


vv nui nc in ? * it- j ' . ' b e trav 

Sir (fays he) in order (as he that lent me ima- plautiaHt 


) to be your Mi 


and Execution 


but 


I myfelf hope and defire) to prove 


44 


4C 


44 


44 


44 


your Saviour and Benelaftoi 


Plautian 


bly afp 


Imperial Power, has 


commanded me to murther you and your 


Son 


n. This horrid Talk is injoin’d 
ly in verbal* but written Orders: 


Note 


my Tell 


me, not 
and this 


I own, I feign’d 


Compliance, left, upon my Refufal, fome o- 
ther jfhould undertake the Deed but am come 
to deteft his audacious Defigns, and render 


“ t } 


> o 

is-. 


abortive by this timely Diicovery 


Though 


this Information was 


Tears, Severus at firft 


de with 

it: For 


as he {till retained in his Bread: the Sparks of 
his old Love for his quondam Minion, he was 
inclined to think the whole Plot fiftitious and 
theatrical. And as he knew his Son hated both 


Plautian and his Daughtc 
might be fome Trick ot 


he fufpe&ed this 


> unv-i -o ^ 1 i r 1 

)C fome Trick ot the Youth, dengned 
off his Father-in-law by a falle Accufa- 

tion. 
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Having therefore called his Son before 


14,8 

i 

tion. 

him, he reproved him for contriving a Thinn 



of this kind againft a Man fo well affected and 


5 x 


family. Antoninus , at fir 11 


nearly allied to h 

W ** ¥ 

only fwore to his Innocence, and protefted he 
knew nothing of what his Father was faying; 
but when the Tribune Fill perfiFed in his In¬ 


format 


and fhewed 


Note 


young 


Prince encouraged him, and bid him proceed 
to full Conviction. But the Tribune, feeing in 
wnat a dangerous Situation he Food, refiedlino; 

1 'T -1 r. . O 

on 


the 


^ * 

tD 


Lid well knowing 


Favour Severus bore to Plautiah, 

that, if he fail’d to make 


good his Impeachment beyond all poffibility of 

Doubt, Death with the utmoF Tortures would 


CC 


Wl 


inevitably be his Lot, fays to Severus ; 

<c further Con vied ion, my Royal Mafter, would 
x - you have; or what clearer Difcovery ? Suffer 
<c me (continues he) to go out of the Room, and 
“ fend one of my Friends, whom I can truft, to 


acquaint Plant 
Fie will believe 


the Bufinefs is d 


1 f* T\/j riOi 






offefi 


d be prefen tly 


tie vacant 





b 


U 




.Talk to find out the Truth, 
profound Siien 
rial Ap 


c 


your 


Only 


a 


e Kent 

l 


about 


in all the Ii 
leF any Sufpicion of 


npe 


fign 




may 


whole De 


Immediately he 


of his moF truFy 


Friends, to bid Plautian make haile to the P 
lace; for that both the Emperors were dead, 
nd his Prefence was neceffary, before the Peo- 

; that, when he had 


a 


P 1 


done 



i 


the C 


1 




People, both 


p c fie fi 


of 


U i 




the 


VV T I 1 V' C” onr i t h 

5 \ ax aU. C4»l i v-l Li l v 
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Unwilling, might pay him Homage as then* 
Sovereign, not ele£t, but confirmed. Plautian 
believed the Meffage •, and elate with vain Hopes 
of Empire, as it was now the Uufk 01 the E- 
vening, he puts on his Corfiet, to guard has 
Ferfon, and muffling himfelf up in the reft of 
his Clothes, mounts his Chariot, and hurries 
away to Court with only a few Attendants, w ho 
thought he might be call’d by the Emperors on 

fome momentous Affair. 

When he came to the Palace, the Guards, 


who knew nothing of what was tranfa&ing, g 



him ready Admittance j and the Tribune, meet¬ 
ing him at his Entrance, artfully faluted him 

Emperor; 


and taking him by the Hand, ac¬ 


cording to the ufual Cuftom, conducted hm 

kD 

into 


Imperial Apartment 


where he told 


him he would find the dead Louies ot both 


Emperors 


But Sever us had fome young Men 


of his Body-guards pofted in die I 
to feize him as foon as he 


ready 


Phut 


d the Door, to his great Mortii 


*•» 


ic 


T < ^ 

ne 


both t 
feized b\ 


cation, faw, what he leaft 

Emperors {landing alive, 
the Guards, and being in the utmoft Surp 
and Terror, falls prciently to Prayers and 

precations v , d< 


n\ 



ins 


5 ’ 


Artifice of his 


trical Plot 

Se 



to rum 


h i m. 


And while 


v 


\ upbraided him with all the 
lonours he had heaped upon 


kind Offices _ 

him j and he in return reminded tne Emperor 

of his former Faith and Afiedlion to his Perl on 
Sever us , moved at what Plant tun aliedged, bi¬ 
er a n to relent, and was inclinable again to think 

o 

hi m 


innocent ^ till, 



1 ■ 


an opening in ms 


outfidt 



* 5 ° 


H E R 0 D I A N 


Book. Ill 


out fide Garment his Cordet was difcovered 


derneath 


which Antoninus fpy 


he was 


bold paffionate Youth, and had a natural Aver 


lion to the M 


CC 


But 


ays 


anfwer 


4 C 


peroi 


thefe two Things* Do you come to Em 

Evening uncalled ? And wha 


5 this Corilet under your Clothes ? Who 
<c ever comes in Armour to fup, or fpencl th 


e 


“ Evening, with his Friends 
as he had faid this. 


And 
T ribi; 


foon 

nd 


a 


ell who were prefent, to fall upon h 


and put him to Death 


openly convicted 


Vlautians Traitor. The Soldiers, without the lead; Hefi 
Death, tation, obeyed the Orders of the young Prince. 

They difpatch’d him immediately; and call his 
Carcafe into the Street, to be a public Spedtacle 
to all, and an Objedl of Contempt and Defpite 
to them who hated him. This End fullered 
and Cha- Plautian , a Man whole Life was agitated by 


racier. i n lilt i ate Defli 


Paffions 


whole Authority 1 welled with exorbitant St at* 

and oftentatious Equipage. 

After his Death. Severus divided the Govern 


the Camps between two Prefe&s 


fpent the great eh part of his, remaining Life 


and 


fuburban Palaces, and 


Places 


Campania *, employing himfelf in Adis of J 


and Pol 


For he was willing by 


all means to remove his Sons ft 


Li 


of 


Rome* becaufe he 


Freedom and Affluence at 
faw them fond of Shews and Diverfions be 


yond what became Pi 
and Contefts about t 


;. Their ardent Zeal 
Trifles deffroyed all 


brotherly Affection, and were continual Incen 
tives to Difcord and mutual Enmity 


Anus efpecially, fm 


PL 


was 


At. 

ken off. 
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grew intolerably wicked : And though he was 
afhamed and afraid to enter into any violent 
Meafures againft his Father’s Authority, yet 
he endeavoured, by every kind of Deceit and 
Artifice, to bring about the Murther of his 
Wife, Plautiaris Daughter. But Severus fent 
away her and her Brother into Sicily ; where he 
allow’d them a very handfome Competency, imi¬ 
tating in this the Example of Auguftus , who 
took the fame Method with Anthony's Sons, af¬ 
ter their Father was deemed a Rebel. Nor did 
he omit any Mean, that might poffibly bring 
his Sons to Amity and Concord. He continu¬ 
ally reminded them of the Fables and dramatic 
Inftru&ions of the Ancients *, where the Sub- 
vcrfion of Kingdoms is reprefcnted as occa- 
fioned by the Quarrels and Diflenfions of Royal 

Brothers. Fie obferved to them j “ That the Sevens' 
“ Public Treafuries and Temples were all well Admoni 
“ filled withTreafure; confequently they would 
“ have no need to hunt after Wealth and Power 11S on ' 
“ from Abroad; but as there were filch abun- 
u dant Supplies at Home, they could not want 
“ wherewithal to keep the Soldiers in their In- 
“ terefl, by large and frequent Donations. That 
“ the Forces at Rome being four times as many 
w as they ufed to be, and fuch a powerful Ar- 
“ my encamped before the City, no foreign 
“ Power could pretend to equal them, either 
<c in the Number and Size of their Soldiers, or 
u the Quantity of their Riches: And yet they 
<c might render all thefe Advantages invalid, 

“ by mutual Difcord and an intefline War.” 

Thefe and the like Inflrudtions he was con¬ 
tinually inculcating, in order to recover them 
to Reafon and Unity ; fometimes intreating, at 

N other 
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eprovin 


far from effecting their Re 


All which was fo 
nation, that they 


Pr 


and worfe. Puff’d up with 

they eagerly pur™ 



d every irregular Plealure that Y outh 


fuggeft, and Sovereign Power proci 
gated by Sycophants and Flatterers, 


infti 


fir 


ly fervilely miniffred 
es and obfcene Pafiioi 


who not 

mate De¬ 


but were ever in¬ 


venting new Scenes of Pleafut 


2 • while each 
Party drove to humour the vicious Inclinations 
of their Patron, and at the fame time to difguft 


and oppofe his Brothel 


Some or thefe evil Mi 


nifters Severus detected in their foul Practices 
and gave them the juft Reward ot their Wicked 

nefs. 


Alarm s 

from Bri¬ 
to iii. 


While his Mind was thus harrafs’d and per¬ 
plex’d with the Immoralities of his Sons, and their 
unbecoming Fondnefs lor Games and Shews •, 
Advice was brought him from the Governor ol 
Britain , u That the Barbarians ol that Eland had 
“ rebelled, and were running through the Coun- 
“ try in a tumultuous manner, plundering and 
cc committing all kinds ol Havock and Outrage. 
« That the Emperor’s Prefence was highly 
“ needful, or at lead the Succour of a ftrong 
« Reinforcement.” Nothing could be more 
agreeable to Seven's than this News: For, be- 
fides that he was naturally covetous of Glory, 
and defired to add the Trophies of Victory 
gained over the Britons , to thole he had already 
raifed in the Eaft and North, he was glad to find 
an Occafion to take his Sons from the Luxe 
and Softnefs of a City-Life, and inure them to 
the Difcipline and Labours of War. Therefore, 

without the lead Delay, he gives Orders for 

an 
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Expedition to B? 




A 




afflided 


o 

For though worn 




Got 


yet 


Mind was ftrong and hardy, even beyond rhe 


moft robuft 
brilk March 


and vigorous Fouth. 


He 


m ad e 


■efting long in any 


n c 
uo 


obliged 


though he was fo infirm, that he w 
to be carried the greateft part of the Way m a 
Litter. When he came to the Sea-coaft, he em¬ 
barked with both his Sons; and being landed 

O 


Britain before the 
own People hope his Ai 

Forces from every Quarter, he aliembles 


Enemy could exped, or 

coileding 



a mighty Army, and 

to open the War 


dinels 


y 


in rea- 



Br, 


frighted at the hidden Pr 


fence of the Emperor, and hearing he had ga - t0HS knd 
thered a formidable Power againft them, lent 
Ambafties to him to treat of Peace, and make toWw * 


Apologies for what Offences they 
ted. Se-verus , willing to protrad 


he might not 


y 


bad 


again too loon 


to 


Rome , and ftill delirous ot getting a Vidory 


B> 


that to his other 1 


of B 


he might 


fent the Ambafladors 


back with unlatisfadory Anfwer 
ry thing ready for Battle. His firil Car 


ana got eve- 


was Defcrin- 


that his don of 

Enemy 


Op 


to throw Bridges acrofs the Moraffes, 

Soldiers might be able to purfuc tin 
over the dangerous Places, and have 
portunity of fighting on firm Ground. F 
great part of the Iiland is frequently overflow’d 

make 
. In 

wade through 


Brit t; it: 
and its In - 


by the Tides, thefe conftant Inu 
the Country full of Lakes and Marlhes 

thefe 


Barbar 


fwim 


or 


up to their Middle, regardlefs of Mud 


Eire, as they alway 


go almoft naked 


N 


2 


For 

they 
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they are ignorant oi the Uic of Clothes, and 
only cover their Necks and Bellies with fine 
Plates of Iron •, which they efteem as an Orna¬ 
ment and Sign of Wealth, and are as proud ol 
it, as other Barbarians are of Gold. They like- 
wife dye their Skins with the Pictures of vari¬ 
ous kinds of Animals; which is one principal 
Reafon for their wearing no Clothes, becaufe 
they are loth to hide the fine Paintings on their 
Bodies. But they are a very warlike and fierce 
People*, and arm only with a narrow Shield 
and Spear, and a Sword hanging by their naked 
Bodies; unacquainted with the Ufe of Habei- 
geons and Helmets, which they think would 
be an ObftruCtion to their wading through the 
Ponds and Marfhes of their Country : Which 
perpetually fending up thick grofs Vapours, 

condenfe the Air and make it always foggy. 

From all thefe Confiderations Sever us col¬ 
lected every thing he thought might help the 
Remans , and annoy and harrals the Barbaii- 
ans. When all was provided, that appeared 
neceflary for beginning the War with the bed; 
Advantage, lie leaves his youngeft Son, na¬ 
med Geta, in that part ol the Hand which 
was under the Roman JurifdiCtion, to admini 
Iter Juftice, and manage all other political 
Affairs (with the Help ol fome ol his fi ather s 

old experienced Friends, appointed to aflift the 

Youth with their Counfels) and taking Antoni- 
ms with him, advances againft the Barbarians. 
Having paft the Ditches and Parapets *, which 

s The Parapets here mentioned were Walls, or Banks, 
of Mud and Turf, thrown up as Retrenchments againft 
the Incurfions of the North Britons. Spartian tells us, A- 
drian was the fir ft that threw up a Wall of eighty Miles 
length, to divide the Romans from the barbarous Britons ^ 
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covered the Roman Territories, feveral fhort 
Fights and Skirmifties enilied; in which the 

Barbarians were always worfted, but being well 
acquainted with the Nature of the Places, they 
eafily efcaped, and hid themfelves in the Fens 
and Thickets *, which was a great Difadvantage 
to the Romans , and ferved to protradt a dull 

tedious War. 

Scverus , being now old and infirm, was feized 
with a lingring Illnefs., that rendered him quite 
incapable of going abroad, and obliged him to 
commit the whole Government of the Aimy 

to his Son. But Antoninus took but very little 
Concern about what became of the Barbarians *. 
All his Study was to gain the Soldiers to his 
Intereft, and make the whole Army fix their 
Eyes on him as their Monarch; perpetually ca¬ 
lumniating his Brother, and making ufe of eve¬ 
ry Mean to get the whole Power into his own 
Hands. He was chagrined at the Slownefs of 


Julius C a fit din 


) A** --- 

efpititium, Turf-wall 


Paufanias) 


* _ l 

made a great Slaugliter among the Brigantes; 


1. e. 


the In- 


' eflmorla.net 

e Wall bu 

Ramp ire. 


Yorkjbire, Lancajbire, Bifhoprick of Durham, 


sp 


w 

E ut r op 


Sea 


Miles 


Works 


at leak as they are now .extant. From all which Accounts 


Cafaubor 


that Scverus's Wall 


was no other than a Fence made of Turf, and ftrengthen d 
with Pallifadoes, like thofe of the two Emperors before 


mentioned 
gined. T 


famous Picts Wal 
feen, was the Work 


T imes 


N 


3 


his 



s 


taverns 


cues. 

A.D.z 13 


I 5 6 

his Father’s 
Man trouble.. 
And therefore. 
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Diflemper, and thought the old 

ome becaufe he lived fo long- • 




id himfelf of this Burthen 


iripered with his Father’s Fhyficians and 


he ta 

Servants, endeavouring to perfuade them to 
adminifter fome effectual Dole that might dif- 


P 


him out of the 


way 


At lafe Se 


wafted chiefly with Trouble and Vexation, gave 
up the Ghoft h ; alter having acquired more 

y io War, than any ol the Emperors before 

whom could boaft of fo many 


none 


him 

Vidtories won, both in Civil Wars againft his 


Rivals, and in foreign Exped 

1 • T T • 1 • * 




rb 


H 


v. * 


ainft 


r\ 


Years 


and 


was fucceded by his Sons j to whom he left 
more Trcafure than any Father ever bequeath’d 
belore 1 ; and a military Power fo formidable, 
that nothing could refill it. 


11 He died at York, the ith of February , A. D. 213. His 
Death (if we may credit Dio ) was forwarded by his Son 
Antoninus ; who had attempted it feveral times; and at la ft 
found means to e fie ft his Dehorns. 

o 

1 It may not be improper to mention here, for the Read- 


er’s Curiofity, what 




the 


Qu 


ftp* 


ut 


Proportion for f 


P°I C 


left 


ption of each Day to be 7^,000 Modii. The Roman Mcdius 


Cafaubct 


Meafure 


Ac 



the Number 


of Souls maintained at Rome out of the public Granaries 
amount to 600,000. In this Computation he follows Bu- 
darus, who is of opinion, that the Allowance of Corn to a 
lingle Perfon for one Day was a Chcenix , the eighth part of 
a Modi us, in our Meafure about three Pints. 

But, with all due Deference to the Judgment of both 
thefe learned Men, I cannot think the Allowance of a 
fugle Perfon to be fo little as a Chaenix, neither in the 

Reign 

. # *- fjJ ~ 




Reign of Diocletian , when Spartian wrote his Hiftories; 
nor in the time of Sevents, in whofe Life the above Pro¬ 
portion, or (as he calls it) Canon, is mentioned. Every 
one, who is but moderately acquainted with the Hiftory of 
Rome under the Emperors, knows, the Allowance of Corn, 
efpecially to the Soldiers, was frequently altered, and aug¬ 
mented, according to the Views or Fancies of the feveral 
Princes. And though a Cboenix may be fufficient for the 
Maintenance of one Man a Day; yet to gain or confirm 
the Good-will of the Army, the Emperors often gave them 
more than a Competency, and permitted them to turn the 

Overplus into Money. 

Anciently the Quantum of Corn for the Roman Army 
was more than a Chcenix a day. Polybius fays; 


■fSihxi ^ 


E 0( f 'BJ'?0} KTJPuiv 


Aflua uefrlfAta ovo [Atcy .(.Air* ww?. 


of <^e ittotek xpG av ft ldid iU rov fh>u, $ $uo. 

The Meafure of Wheat to the Foot is generally two parts of 
an Attic Medimnus; to the Horfe/even Medimni of Barley 


for a Month , and two of 

above fix Modii. So that 


Wheat. The ’Attic Medimnus is 
if we take the Phrafe Two parts, 


for Two thirds (as the Greeks ufe tv for Half eiuo 
fq, for two parts in three, b'c. and the Latins often exprefs 
the fame way) this Computation in Polybius's Time gives a 
Foot-Soldier thirty-two Chcenices of Wheat a Month, and 
to each of the Cavalry ninety-fix Chcenices of Wheat, and 
336 of Barley (almofl fixteen Bufhels of our Meafure.) If 
then upon an Average we allow three Sextiers, or a Chae- 
nix and half (about two Quarts and half a Pint Englijh) to 
each Perfon, the Conjecture will, I think, have a little 
more Probability. According to this Calculation, there 
will be 400,000 Perfons at Rome maintained by the public 
Corn. Thefe were only the poor Plebeians, fome Com¬ 
panies of Children allotted by the Emperors and call’d af¬ 
ter their Names, and the Soldiery. So that if we make 
this but an eighth part of the Number of Citizens (which 
.will be a moderate Proportion, confidering all the Nobility, 
Knights, Gentry, Tradefmen, Women, Children, and 
Slaves) the Inhabitants of Rome will amount to 3,200,000, 
A furprizing Number! and fuch as we lhall hardly read of 

in any City in the World befides. 

: N 4 As 
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his Father out of the way, as he ordered ; to¬ 
gether with all his own and Geta's Tutors; 

becaufe they attempted, by Perfuafion and In¬ 
treaty, to reconcile him to his Brother: Nor 
did he buffer one Man of Honour or Authority 
among all his Father’s Servants to long furvive 
their old Mailer. He, by great Bribes, and 
greater Promifes, tempted the principal Officers 
to perfuade the Army to declare him foie Em¬ 
peror; and by all kinds of Artifices plotted his 
Brother’s Ruin. But the Soldiers would not 
comply. For remembring that Severus had e- 
ducated both with equal Care, they refoived to 

pay the fame Refpedt and Obedience to both. 


As to the Largenefs of Rente-, about fixfy Years after 
Seycrus, the Emperor Aurclian enlarged the Walls, till their 
Circumference took up the Space of fifty Miles. This is 
the greateft Extent of the City we find in Hillory. But 
Vopifcus, the Author of this Account, allures us, Aurclian , 
fho 1 he enlarged the Walls, made no Addition to the Po- 
mterrain : By which is underftood a Space of confecrated 
Ground all round the City, both within and without the 
Walls. 1 his Space, fays Livy, lib. i. the Romans call Po¬ 


rn cerium, both becaufe 'it is behind the Wall , and the Wall 
behind it. For at the building of the City, they deferibed 
the Extent of it by a Plough drawn by a Bull and a Cow 
round it’s Compafs; taking care to turn all the Clods in- 

_rx .1 • • t t . . ___ _ 


wards. 


Walls 


middle of the conlecrated Space or Pomcnrium. So that 
half of it was without the Walls, the other half within 
them. I he whole being pronounced Holy-ground by the 
Soothfayers, it was unlawful either to plough or till the 
external Part, or build upon the internal. However, the 
Romans did not tie themfelves by the latter part of the 
Prohibition, but extended their Buildings quite to the Wkills, 
as we are inform’d by Livy in the Place above mention’d. 


Honour 


Matter 


ral or Emperor, except thofe who had added to the Romm 
Territories fome quantity of Land taken frpm the Enem\ 
a fair and open War. 


When 
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When therefore Antoninus found 


*59 

not 


obtain his Ends from the Army, he treats with 
the 




arbarians, and grants them a Peace; and 


having 


eceived Hoftag 


of their Faith 


he 


their Territories, and marches back again 
in hafte to his Brother and Mother. She, with 
the Affiftance of the chief Officers and Coun- 
fellors, her Hufband’s Friends, endeavour’d all 
that lay in her Power, to bring them to Agree¬ 
ment : And Antoninus at length, when all op- 


pofed his Defigns, was prevail’d upon to make 
a fhew of Reconciliation, more out of Neceffity 
than Choice •, for his Malice dill remained in 
his Bread, fomewhat fmother’d, indeed, but not 
extinguifh’d. 

Thus the two Brothers, Co-partners in the Im¬ 
perial Dignity, agreed to embark their Troops 

them their 
was burnt. 


and haften to Rome * carryin 
Father’s Reliques (for the Coarfe 
and the Alhes enclofed in 


Alabader Urn, 
with all kinds of Spices and fweet Odours) in 
order to interr them among the facred Tombs 
of the Emperors. They fet fail with the Ar¬ 


my in a triumphant manner, for their Vi&oriei 
over the Britons *, and having eroded the Sea 
landed on the oppofite Coaft of Gaul 


This Third Book ends with 


Account of 


•us’s Death, and the Joint-Succeffion of his 
Sons to the Empire. 


HERO- 



[ i6o ] 






the whole eighteen Years of his Reign, 
have been related in the precedent Book 


The two 
Emperors 
return to 


Rc?nc with His Sons, both as yet very young 
their Fa- with their Mother, proceded to Rome with great 


together 


ther’s Re- 


liqucs 


Alacrity, but not without frequent Quarrels by 
the Way. They neither lay in the lame Inn, 
nor ufed the fame Table •, and had the ltridteft 
Caution in Eating and Drinking, each fearing 
his Brother might have fecretly mixt fome no¬ 
xious Ingredient in the Food, or have corrupted 
fome of his Servants to poifon their Matter. 
Thefe Sufpicions made them purfue their Jour¬ 
ney with greater Expedition, hoping their Se¬ 
curity 

were at Rome becaufe, having divided the So¬ 
vereignty, they imagined, that in a fpacious Pa¬ 
lace, greater than any City, and 
many feparate Apartments, they lhould have 
the liberty of living each according to his par¬ 
ticular Fancy. 

The Or- When they arrived at Rome , the People, 
der of the with Laurels in their Hands, gave them a joy- 

Proceffion. f u [ Reception j and the Senate addreiied them 

in 


might be better confirmed when they 


containing fo 
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6 1 


m 


the 


Manner 


T he 


Pr 


went 


fir ft, cloath’d in 


perial Purple •, next to 


them came the Confuls, bearing the Urn in 


* 

which were the Reliques or Severus. 

nators and Magiftrates, after fainting 
Emperors, paid Adoration to the U 


The 


T 


fpeduive Ranks joined the Procei- 
ollowed the Urn, with great Pomp 


to the Temple 


where 


It 


was depofite 


a- 


mongft the lacred Monuments of Marcus and 


the former Emper 

The Divine Set 

« 

9 

being perform’d 


as by Law eftablifhed. 
Entrance of the Court 


Emperors retired 


which 


between them, and took care to 


flu it up all the private Avenues and Paffages, 
and permitted none to come in or out but by the 
public Gates and Entrances of the Court. Each 
Prince had his peculiar Guards: Nor did the 


Brother 


except when 


ey 


had 


mind to appear together in public, and this but 
very feldom. 

The fir ft thing they did was to perform the A; 
Funeral Obfequies to their departed Father, lb 
Tis a Cuftom among the Romans , to confecrate El 


of their Emperors who die and 

Sons or defisn’d Succeffors, and 


gious Office their Apotheofis 


ei- 

this 


At this So 


ty there is a promifcuoUs fhew of Mourn 


a It Hood in the Via Appia, or Appian Road, a famous 
Caufey, fo called from Appius, the Cenfor, it’s Author. It 
j-eached to above 30c Miles from the City to the South- 
Eaft, and was twelve Feet wide, all paved with large Stones, 
molcly blue, and about fixteen Inches fquare. Great part 
of this curious and grand piece of Workmanlhip is hill to 

be feen. 
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ing, Feafling, and Worfhipping, throughout 
the whole City. The Corpfe is buried b as that 
of another Man, only in a very coftly pompous 


h Alexander cib Alexandra afferts, lib. iii. c. 2. that the 
Cuftom of burning the Dead among the Romans, was dif- 
continued in the Reigns of the Antomncs . For this he is 
charged with Inaccuracy by Mercerc , and other Commen¬ 
tators ; who pretend, that the more humane Cuftom of in¬ 
terring the Deceafed, was not refumed till the Times of 
the Chrijlian Emperors. But I am of opinion, that upon 
a ftriCt and impartial Examination, Alexandtrs Affertion 


will appear better grounded than the ObjeClions railed a- 
gainft him. In the early Ages of both Greece and Rome, 


Interrment was generally the method of Burial: But in 


Procefs of time, Burning was introduced and prattifed by 
both thefe great States, but not fo univerfally as to exclude 
Interrment. Every one knows, that in the Times of the 


Commonwealth the Romans ufed to interr or burn their 


Dead, as either feemed moft agreeable to the furviving 
Friends. The Laws of the XII Tables, cited by Cicero „ 
De Legibus, lib. ii. contain certain Injunctions relating to 
both Cuftoms. And the fame excellent Author allures us, 
the Family of the Cornclii always interr’d their Dead till 
the time of Sylla the Dictator ; who having malicioufly 
ordered the Body of his Adverfary Marius to be torn out 
of the Grave; and fearing his own might, after his Deceafe, 
fuffer the fame Fate, gave Orders, a little before lie died, 
tor the burning his Coarfe. After which, Burning became 
the moft frequent Method, at leaft among Perfons of Rank 
or DiftinCtion: So that Funus, Funeratus cjl, & c. when 
fpoken of Great Men, generally fignify Funerals by Fire. 

That the Bodies of all of the twelve fir ft Emperors, who 
had any Burial at all, were burnt, is plain from Suetonius . 
Nor is there any Reafon to fufpeCt the Cuftom was altered 
till the Reign of Antoninus Pius, the fixteenth Emperor, 
who buried Adrian fccretly at Putccli. This we are told by 
Spartian, in his Life of Adrian ; and Dio , as extracted by 
Xiphilln, mentions his Interrment, without one Word of his 
being burnt. The Caufe of Adrian''s fecret Burial was, that 
he was grown fo odious, by his tyrannic Behaviour a little 
before his Death, that it was not without great Difficulty 
Pius obtained from the Senate Permiflion to canonize him. 


And ’tis highly probable, that Pius , on that very Account, 

reftored 




whofe Memory 


ANTONINUS and GETA 

Manner-, but an Image, curioufly made of Wax, 
reprefcnting with great Exadnefs the Size and 
Form of the Defund, is laid on a magnificent 

reftored the Cuftom of Interrment, to wipe off the Difgrace 

1 - i n • t» ■ 1 —-1 TV/T^w Ka hononrpn 

of Adrians clandeltine Burial, 

even to Adoration. . ., 

Though we have no Account, either m Dio s Fragments, 

or in Capitolinas, of the Burial of Antoninus Pius himfelf; 

yet ’tis moft reafonable to fuppofe, he was interred, not 

only from the Motive juft mentioned, but becaufe, we are 

inform’d, he made and enforced feveral good Laws about 

Burials: One of which was, that none fhould be bunco m 

the City For anciently the Romans ufed to bury their 

Dead, not only in the City, but even in their own Gar¬ 
dens and Houles, as Servius affirms on JEnculv. f 04. 
And though the Laws of the XII Tables prohibited the 
Cuftom; yet Indulgence was given to Perions of feveral 
Qualities and Merits, fuch as the Vcjlal Virgins, Generals 
who had often triumph’d, and fome others for extraordi¬ 
nary Services done the State; among whom was the Em- 


E Imitator of IWr reli¬ 

gious Rites, ’tis probable he took care to be buried m the 
fame manner as that good King s whole Stone Cofhn, With 
a Leaden Cover, was dug up almoft ?oo Years aLei his 
Death ; as we find in Livy, lib. xl. Be that as it may, tis 
plain from this very Paflage of our Author that m his 
time Interrment was the common Cuftom For the 011- 

. « m a 4 __ I — « 1%. m f 4 A fy 


Words 


otherwife that), They inter? the Body* 

** 1 1 - 


What 


relates a little further on in this 

YY Ilrtl vui - r ,1 

fame Book, of the Cruelty of Antoninus, teems rather 

to confirm than invalidate what we are proving. For a- 
mono- other Marks of Indignity, he informs us, that An- 

mums had the dead Bodies of thofe he had put to death 

- 1 - - - r and burnt. 


thrown into Carts, 


tnrown uuw ..-- • • . 0 

And though we read of feveral Emperors alter Se-vmss, 

vvhofc Coarfes were burnt; yet this was only when they 

died abroad, and could not be kept long enough to bring 

to Rome ': Their Succeffors therefore thought it better to 

burn them, and colleft their Alhes, than to trull then- dead 

Bodies in a foreign Country, where probably the Enemy 
. , 1. .1_ _Arlrl tn nil this, that o fiartian 


again 


1 


cxprefslv 




exprefsly tells us, in Juliana , that Sever us himfelf gave the 
Body of Julian to his Wife, in order to be interr’d; which 
was done accordingly in the Monument of his Anceftors. 
From the whole, I think, we may reafonably enough con¬ 
clude, that the Difufe of the barbarous Cuilom of Burn¬ 
ing, began in the Reigns of the Ani(mines, as Alexander 
affirms. 

’Twere frivolous to tire the Reader with a long Detail 
of all the little Ceremonies pra&ifed by the Romans at Fu¬ 
nerals ; which, like other Fafhions, varied in every Age, 
according to the Judgment or Caprice of the Parties con¬ 
cerned. But one laudable Cuftom deferves to be repeated. 
The Ancients were fo fcrupuloufly cautious of burying any 
Perfon before quite dead, that they kept their Deceas’d 
ordinarily feven Days. During this term, the Body was 
frequently waffied with warm Water, and anointed by Per- 
fons called Po Hindi ores, in order, if poffible, to reftore the 
Circulation of the Blood; which they thought might per¬ 
haps be obftrudted by fome latent Caufe. In the Inter¬ 
vals of wafhing, the Friends cried aloud over the Dead by 
Name: nor did they give him over till the laft Cry on 
the feventh Day: Whence Conclamatum ejl pafs’d for a- 
Proverb, in Matters which were finilhed beyond all Poffi- 
bility of being recalled. The eighth Day, the Funeral, 
after being publicly proclaimed, was performed with all it’s 
accuftomed Rites. 'And if the Deceafed was a Perfon of 
Diftinftion, his Memory was honour’d with Funeral Games; 
which confifted of Tilting, Racing, Shooting, mortal Fight¬ 
ing between Gladiators, Boxing, hurling the Coit, and al- 
moll every Trial of Manhood or Dexterity. 

one 


i 



ANTONINUS and GETA. 


i % 


one of thefe Ladies has any Ornament of Gold 
or Jewels; but all are plain dreft in White, and 
in every Circumftance referable Mourners. For 
feven Days the Image thus lies in State, during 
which the Phyficians pay their conftant Vifits, 
approach the Bed, infped the fidlitious Patient, 
and every time declare he grows worfe, and 
there appears no hope of Recovery. 

At laft he is faid to be dead; and the Chief 
of the Equeftrian Order, together with fome 
young Senators, take up the Bed, and bear it 
through the Holy-Street into the Old Forum , 
where the principal Magiftrates of the Romans 
diveR themfelves of their Offices. On each 
fide are Stairs, raided in the form of Ladders ; 
where Hand on one hand a Choir ot Boy 


pick’d 


of the Sons of 


bed: Families 


and on the other, young Ladies of the like 
Quality and Diftin&ion: Thefe frng Funeral. 
Dirges and Hymns in honour of the Deceafed 
the Words and Tunes adapted to the Mourn 


fulnefs of the Occafion 


This 


Bed is 


again taken 


carried out of the City, in 
Campus Martius c ; where is 
eft part of the Plain, a 


up and 
o what they call the 
raifed, in the broad- 
large quadrangular 


c It was once the Eftate of the Tarquins,. lying between 
the City and the Tiber. In the fecond Year after the Ex- 
pulfion of the Kings, the Senate feized on all the EfFe&s 
of the Royal Family, and gave them to the People. The 
Corn on the Eftate, being then ripe, was cut down, and 
the Land dedicated to Mars, under the Title of Campus 
Martius, Mars's Plain. Here were celebrated the firft Se¬ 
cular Games; and the Place was afterwards famous for 
holding Eleftions, convening the Citizens on any Emer¬ 
gency, praftifmg all the Feats of Arms, exhibiting Sports,. 

Races, and other public Diverfions. It was look’d on as 

a laft- 
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Building, exadly fq 


compofed of 


Materials 

Pavillion 


Wood, reprefenting a fort of 
infide of which is filled with dry 


combuflible Matter, but the outfide beautifully 
decorated with rich Hangings wrought with 
Gold, Statues of Ivory, and all kinds of curious 
Painting. Upon this is another Story, built in 
the fame Form, and equally embellifhed, but 
fmaller than the firft, with open Doors and 

Windows. Then a third, and a fourth; ftill 
leffening as they rife, till the Top appears fliarp 
and pointed, like thofe pyramidical Strudui 


which 

Ports, 


eredted 


E 


of certain 


, to light Ships fafe into their Harbours 
by Night, and are commonly called Phari , or 
Light-houfes . The Bed is carried up, and placed 
in the fecond Story of the Edifice, amidft great 


Quantities of 


Spices and Odours of every 


kind the Earth affords; to which they add the 
mold delicious Fruits, fragrant Herbs, and fweet 
Juices, brought from all parts of the World: For 
there is neither Nation nor City, nor Perfon of 
Diftindion or Honour, who is not proud of be¬ 
llowing fome coflly Prefents of this fort, as his 


lafl Devoirs of Honour to 


Prince 


When 


thefe fpicy and odoriferous Oblations are a- 
maffed to an immenfe Heap, fo that the whole 
Place is fill’d with 
is then performed 



a kind of Cavalcade 
the Roman Knights; 


who ride round the Edifice with great Reg 
larity, keeping an exad Time, doubling 


and 


a lading Monument of their Liberty obtained by Arms 
againft the Regal Power; and as fuch was nobly adorned 
with Statues, Porticos, Arches, and other curious and mag¬ 
nificent Decorations. 


redoubling 



Antoninus and geta 


r. 


* 

7 


of Coi 


Ch 

ing the fai 


7 


call the 


redoubling in a fort 
Pyrrhichian Rhythmin 
circle the Structure, x ^ 

Time and Meafure; their Condudors being 

cloathed in purple Robes, perfonating the moil 
illuftrious Generals or Emperors of the Romans , 
adorn’d with all the Badges and Enfigns of their 
refpedive Dig 


Alter 


Courfcs are ended, the Succeffoi 


the Imperial Throne takes a lighted Torch, and 


bears it to the Edifice 


reft fet 


to the dry combuftible Matter on every 1 
which, prefently kindling, communicates 
Fire to the Spices and Perfumes, and the w 
Fabric is foon in a Flame. Out ol the 
and narrowed Story 


the 


.ft 


Summit of 


lofty Tower, an Eagle is let fly; which.amend¬ 


ing 


with 


1 ; 


Smoke into 


A 


believed by the Romans to fear into Heaven, 
bearing the Soul of the departed Prince; who 
from this time hath religious Worlhip paid him 
in common with other Deities c . 


• - • 

d The Pyrrhichian Rhythm or Meafure, Was a kind of 
Horfe-Excrcife perform’d in mufical.Number, invented, as 
fome fay, by Pyrrkichas of Crete. Arijioilc is of opinion, 
that Achilles was the Inventor, and his Son Pyrrhus per¬ 
formed it in honour of his Father at his Funeral Obfcquies. 


The Pace in thefe Courfes was exceeding quick, in Imita¬ 
tion of the Pyrrhichian Foot in Greek and Latin Poetry, 
which confifts of two Syllables both fhort, peculiarly adapt- 

• _ M « • «• I ■k'v 




giv 


feription of this Pyrrhichian Rhythm , call'd by the Latins* 
The Trojan Game, Where he introduces Afcanius^ and the" 
Trojan young Gentlemen performing this Courle^ at the 
Funeral Games of Anchifes in Sicily, with great Jufinefs 
and Dexterity. It feems to have taken it’s Rife from thd 
Funeral Games inilituted by Achilles in honour oi his Friend 
Patroelus, as they arc defcribed by Homer, Iliad xxiii. 

? Few of the Roman Emperors miffed the Honour of 


O 


Dm- 




Deification. For though ever fo defervedly hated in their 
1 fife-time, they generally found fome Friend or other to 
canonize them for Saints after their Death. F.ven Coinmo- 
tins was deified by Sever us ; and Pertinax, tho’murthcr’d 
by the Soldiery, had the fame Honour paid him by the 
Senate. And very often the Sons and Daughters, and other 
both male and female Relations of the Emperors, were 
honoured with this holy Ceremony. Each of thefe confe- 
cratcd Saints had a Church dedicated to him, a Flamcn, or 
Head-Priejf, Saar dotes (afterwards call’d Salii) Officiating 
P riffs or Chaplains, and Saddles, Fell on vs of the. College. 
The Flame?! was generally the Son of the Deceafed, if any 
Son furvived. Thus Pert'max's Son was FI amen to his Fa¬ 
ther. This Cuftom of giving Divine Honours to Princes 
was very old, and praftiled by aim oil all Nations of whom 
we have any Account. Romulus, the fir ft King of Rome , 
was fo veligioufly worlliipped, that his Sncceftor Numa cre¬ 
ated for him a FI amen ; tho’ we read but of three Flamers 


ordained by him; one to Jupiter , call’d Flamcn Diahs; a 
lecond to Mars, term’d Flamcn Meirtialis; and the third to 
Romulus, under the Title of Flamcn Fhiriuahs. But what 


Women 


facred Funflion. Velleius Paterculus, Tacitus, and Dio, all 
three mention Li-via as Priclleis to Augufius, and call d his 

Daughter, tho’ ihc had been his Wife. This fame Li via 

afterwards canonized herfelf by Claudius-, and I off us 


W r a a 


tells us of a Medal he law of that Emperor, on the Re- 
verfe of which was this Infcription: S. P. Q. R. DI VAE. 

1UI.IAE. AUGUSTE F1LIAE. THE. SENATE. 
AND. PEOPLE. OF. ROME. TO. SAINT. IULIA- 
DAUGHTER. OF. AUGUSTUS. 

The images of thofe departed Saints were kept in the 
Houles of the Citizens; and thofe who could afford it, 
were reckon’d irreligious Perfons, if they were without 
them. Julius Capitolinas fays, the Images of Marcus. were 

Ren in feveral Houles among the Houlhold-Gods, in his 


time 


which was about too Years after Marcus''s Death. 
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1 ()Q 


and Study, in contriving Means to dilpatch hii 
Brother, and make himielf the Monarch of the 
Empire. This gave rile to Factions and Feuds 
a lu on git all who were inverted with any EIo- 
nour or Authority throughout the. whole City ~ 
while each of the Princes, by fccret Letters, 
Bribes, and Promifes, endeavoured to bring 
over Prolelytes to his Party. However, the 


■eateil Part favour'd Gctu 
foitie marks of Moderation 


O 


ih ow’d 


P 

3 



was 


;ify of Ac cells; emplo) 


ferious Studies converted with Men oi Learn¬ 
ing; was frequently in the Palrftra f , and zea- 
iotiQy foiid of the beit Gymnaitlc Exerciies: 
So that the Fame of his ingenuous and amiable 
Carriage to thole about him gained him the' 

On 


Love of the greateft part oi the People, 
the contrary, Antoninus was imperious, 
and turbulent; and rejecting thole Exerci 
bove mentioned, pretended to be a Lo' 

Military Dilcip’line, and the Life ot a W 



3 


of 


aiding i 




o 

it 


nd 


threatning; 


ieldom 

of 



maxing Friends by 
by Gentlcnefs and 

4 ‘ 

did every thing in h 
to better Harmony; 

irreCon c i! e ab 1 e E n m ; 



winning them 

Their Mother 


i ^ 

but they fLiil bc'ti 

.. •. _ 11 . l •„ a 




n 

a 


u 



At lail they 


about the moil trifling and minute 

thought proper 

divide the Empire, that either might be iafo 
m any Treachery or his Brother-, which both 


Were 


they 


♦ 

! That part of the pnnafr.wi appropriated to corporal 
Exercifcs, Inch as Wreftling. Boxing, Kuaning, Leaping* 
fhiov/inp; the Colt, 16 c. 

in 


o 


A 



A -tides 


r i 


or ocpa 
ration. 
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Accordingly, they called together their Fa- 

and their Mother being pre¬ 
might be parted 


ther’s 



they defired the Empire 


. _ the following Articles 

<D 

T 

X 


1 UilJg Lv Liiv. - 

Antoninus to be [ole Mafter of all Europe 
and Geta to rule the whole oppofite Continent 



Afia. (For they laid thefe Continents 

feemed to be fo divided on purpofe by fome 
divine Providence, by the Straits of the Pro¬ 
pontis.) 

II. That Antoninus have a Camp at Byzan¬ 
tium ; and Geta at Calchedon in Bithynia; that 
the Army on either Side the Propontis may guard 
the Frontiers of their refpehlive Realms, and hit 

der any Proof ions from the oppofite Patty. 

HI. That the Senate be likewife divided \ thofi 
aider the Dominion of the European Sovereign tc 
remain in Rome, the rejl to follow Geta int 

Alia. 

IV. That Geta 
Antioch or Alexandr 


f / 




keep his Court either at 


/ 


both 



are very 



Cities , and 



but little inferior t 


Rome. 


V. That, of the Southern Nations, the Moors 
Numidians, and the adjoining part of Lib) 


be 


•d to Antoninus •, the reft of the Count 
e to the Eg ft , Jhall remain tinder the Gov 

t of Geta. 


Whue the twoPiuu_c;> w 

- . 1 1 1 1 

bating 



But Julia their Mother tli 
* You find means, my Sc 
.rth and Sea betwixt you 


bout them feemed 
own their Pleads in 

vented her 


TIP 

Go 


a 


tcrfiuent Stream, you iay 

c; Orv-f-'n/Mifc • T?nf hmv 


nd the in- 
s the 



ill you b 


“ vide 
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** vide your Mothei 


How 


I, your 


U 


happy Parent, to be torn afunder, and 
between you both 


rhere is but one W ay 


CC 


Firft iheath your Swords in my Br 

let my dead Body be cut into i 
Prince may bury halt his Mother 


and 


I 


that 


u 


u 


Territory 


So fhall I be equally parted 


between you, together with your iunpue ol 


33 


“ the Earth and Sea. 

Thefe Words were uttered with Tears and The Am- 

ftrong Cries. She took them both by the hand 

embraced them in her Arms, and 
Tendernefs ot a Mother s Love, begg 


lay afide all Thoughts 


Seiundtion 


all the 

them 
This 


Scene was fo aftedting, that all prcfent weie 
moved with Pity. The Affembly was dilmifs d 


and the Scheme difapp 


and the Youths 


.red to their feparate Apartments. 

But their Hatred and Difcord ftill increafed 


For whenever a Poll ot Honour ol Power tell 
vacant, each endeavoured to prefer his own 
Friends; or if they fat upon any Caufe of Ju¬ 
dicature, their Sentiments were always contra- 
rious, fometimes to the Ruin of the Parties con¬ 
cerned : For their Love of Oppofitio 


Regard to Juki 


The 


fions 


Sp 


appeared in ail their public Diver 


Nor was there any kind ot i reacheiy 


left unattempted; but each endeavour’d 


fuade his Brother’s Cool 


Cup-bearers 


fome deadly Drug in his Food which 


difficult to effedt, b 


every 


they ate or drank with the dr id ell 


non. 


At lad An 


A.D.214. 

Antotnvu. 


ppointments, and tired 


ed with frequent Dif- “ 


an d 


with 



o 

'V 



re the r, 
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to 


put 


4 « 1 


al Monarchy, refolvcd 


me 


Stroke 


his black De 


lign with 


pcrifh 


the 


Attempt. For iince i'ecret Means had fo oft 


proved 



nejTed'uai, he thought it necefiary to 
to dangerous and ddperate Mealures. 


r 


he enters the Cham be 


vh 


his 


and her Son were met by his Appointment 


Officers , prcvi ottft 



that 


Purpcjc . ri'Jhed out with their Weapons upon 
Gcta: to the uimilenable Horror of the Boy and 

] hers occahoncd by her maternal 


Love, his hv the Signs of inilant 

• W./ 



Get a. 


being muvt'dly wont: led, pours out his Blood 


in his Mothers Bold eg and expires. 

This unnatural Murther being perpet 
Antoni nits foriim.: eat of the Room, and 




P 


Ate 


cries aloud, that a 




• • 


tiie 


/ -i 



1 


been made a gain 11 his Life ; 

•% ■ 

uch Difficulty he had efcaped 


,• i. 


•, and orders the Pretorians on g 


at Court, to come to his 1 


* 

diredly to the Camp, that the Army there 

mart! his Perfon • for that it was impoF 

could be any longer fafe in the Palace, 
lards, believing what he laid, and 


m 9 

r i i t 

t f D C 


tted 


<D 




lee- 


lediately fl 


with him • while the People were in the utmofi 


L 


' J A'l within the Crotchet''. I have fupplied from Dio, to 
ware nu: beak- entire : j v or there is a Chip in all the Co- 
p.es or / L:ru,tin /.•, which evidently wanted filling up with 
jonut-inur of that hind. Pi/itLn has omitted it in his 
’1 ranfiatidn ; and Strva;; and Sr/!:nr* both own a Delia- 

> > 1 i * * * • ^ 4 
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the Streets in the dufk of the Evenin 
he came to the Camp, he goes into t. 
where the Enfigns and Images of the Army 


*73 

When 

Chapel, 


worfhipped 


proftrate on the ( 


and with religious Adoration returns his Than! 
for his Deliverance. But when the Report 


among the Soldier 


fc> 


fome of whom were bath 


ing, others laid down to reft; they all flatted 

up, and ran to the Chapel: Where Antoninus 

came forth to them; and, concealing what he 

had done, exclaims aloud, u 1 hat he had juft 

rer, offered him 

>r (meaning his 


U 


efcaped from imminent Dan 


£C 


U 



an Enemy and 


Tr 


Brother) That by a vigorous Defence, he had 


of 


Adverfar 


and 


“ got the better 
6C both Parties had engaged with the utmoft 

“ Hazard of Life, he had the good Fortune to 

. . . _ 

CC 


remain foie furviving Em| 


By thefe 


obliq 


Hints 


he endeavour’d to make his 


and 
nd 


a 


Murther rather underftood than confeffed •, 

promifed, if they would protedt his Safety, 

confirm him in the Monarchy, he would give 

h •, and that 

1 fliould be 


every Soldier 2500 Attic Drachms 
their prefent Allowance of Cor 


augmented to half as much more. 


over 


bids them go 


More-- 

and take the Moneys 
depofitedTn the Temples and Trea- 

furies: And thus in one Day he fquanders away, 
in profufe Largeffes, all the Ricnes Sever us had 
raked together- from the Ruin of other People 
in the whole Space of eighteen Yeais. The 


Soldiers 


pted 



the Offer of l'o much 


Money, and underftanding what had been done 


(for the Murth 


was now bawl’d about 



h About 78/. zs. 6 d, 


O 4 


th 


01 ft 


A 



; -T • r 
• — « •' 


Speech 
to the 




ample. 
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, from Court) faluted 

Jiim foie Emperor; and declared Geta an Ene¬ 
my. 

proper to flay that: 

to attach 

the Army firmly to his Intereft, and make them 
his own, by the Difmbution of fuch large Sums 
of Money j and the next Day went to the Se- 


But Antoninus theug 
Night in the Chapel of the Camp 


houfi 


1 


ea in a ftronger manner 


all the Pretorians 
tlian was ufual 


ly attended the Emp 


wnen 

Be* 


afeends the I 


Divine Service was per 


and deli 


vers himfelf to the Senate in this manner. 


I 



CC 


CC on 


not ignorant, that every domeftic 
Murther is no fooner heard than detefted 

lame of Parricide, the 


and that th 
Moment it 





fc. 


(i 




x 


Nan 

erilces the Ear, raifes immediate 
and Calumny. The Unfortunate 
Ejects of Companion; the Power- 


vy 


In 



qu fill’d 


rty is thought to oe injured; and he that. 


*T" 7 • 


•'* gams the Victory, is ever accufed of having 
u done the Wrong. But if any one will reafon 
u the Cafe with Equity, and not form his Jud 


“ merit 


“ that fell, but ma 
the Counfels and 


ial Afiedion to the Perfon 


ly weigh 


examine 



£ C 


U 


he 


ill find 


that 




of: both Parties; 
it is fometimes not only 
enable but necdlary, for a Man to retort 
Evil defign’d himfelf; Becaufe to fall by 
dice, carries with it a flrong Sufpicion 


or 

Sue 




u dt 

of 







rdicc: 

r* 

has, I 
v cur 

d and manly Snin 

V 


0 



Violence with 

* 

of having 

Glory 


L 


r 



i \ * 


r 


r I■ 


irequeru 


sc 
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a Snares have been laid for my Life, by Poilon 
a and every other kind of covert Treafon, is in 

“ your Power to fearch out by Tortures: For 
I have ordered his Minifters and Servants to 
* c be prefent, that the Truth ol this might, 
tc when you will, be difcovered. Some of them 
“ have been already examined •, and you may 
tC prefently hear their Confeflions. In the mean 
a time let me inform you of his laft wicked 
cc Attempt. He came upon me in the prefence 
« of my Mother, attended with certain Per- 
x6 fons furnifhed with Weapons for the intend- 
ed Murther* but having previous Sufpicion 
“ of his Villainy, I boldly defeated his Attempt*, 
“ and ufed him as an avow’d Enemy, whom 
aI found to entertain neither the Affe&ion nor 

“ Nature of a Brother. To punifh fuch Trai- 
a tors, as it is undeniably juft, fo it may be 
' vindicated by numberlefs Examples \ Romu- 


1 


lly reported to have been killed 


Brother Romui 
Walls of his little City. 


need any Comment. 


poifon’d his Brother, is too well known 

r _ - ^ 1 11 1 • /“ 


hy 


'milieus', I cannot perceive; fincc Brit amicus is the Name 

. «> •«< a f ^ T ^ 1 1 


b) 


s 


Brother. 


Though it is not clear, from Hiftory, 


‘Titus 


poifon 


Sufp 


ferve as an Example for 


For Suetonius , in Dom'd 


* — / 

Means both public 


and when he was dying, order’d all to defert him as a dead 
Man; and often rail’d at him after Ins Death, both in his 

Orations and Edifts, 

The like Sufpicion obtained with regard to Marcus. 

What gave ground to it, was the great Diflimilitude ol 

Manners between the two Brothers by Adoption; and, 

above all, the hidden End of Lucius’, who was feized with 

in the Chariot with Marcus’, 


6 


have before mentioned 




U 


lus 


I 



His un¬ 
bounded 
Cruelly. 
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lus, the great Founder of 


CC 


« I 


Book IV. 
City, would 

not bear his Brother only deriding and vili¬ 
fying his Work. I pals by Germanicus and 
“ Titus ; the former, Brother of Nero , the lat- 
ter of Tamilian. Marcus himfelf, that fage 
iC Pretender to Philofophy and Meeknefs, ra- 
ther than bear the Contumely of Lucius his 
Son-in-law, cut him off by fecret Treachery. 


But I, while Poifons 


prepai 


my 


CC 


cc 


Food, and the Sword already lifted to my 
Throat, awarded the Blow, and revenged 


myfelf 


Flnemy (for his Actions fuffi 


ciently juftify that Name). And You there- 
“ fore ought to return hearty Thanks to the 
“ Gods, who have laved at leaft one of your 


Emperors •, and to ceafe henceforth from 


CC 


Party 


and Animofities, and pafs the 


Remainder of your Day 
Concord, looking 


Security and 
nly to one Sovereign 
for Protection. For as Jupiter reigns foie 
Monarch of the Gods; fo he now gives the 

Government of Men into the Hands of One 
Sue 


53 


Thefe Words were uttered with a {Irons': 

1 ^ 

which, having call a Tool 


Fern Voice 


after 


V 


Wrath and Terror upon Geta's F 


he left the greateft part ot 


pale; and 


them trembling and 


I 


d with haftc to the Impel 


Her 


in his Brotl 
Counfellors, 


let loofe his Fury againft 


Servic 


F 


O 




Neither Age nor Sex was 
and even Infants, were m 



Min lifers, 

Domcllics. 

Children, 

and their 


Carcafles, thrown into Carts, with all the 


j. 


gnity and Contem 


car- 

♦ 

rico 


\ 


♦ 



n 
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of the City, and but 


177 


y one came drd to hand. Nor did 

one efcape Death, who had the lead familiarity 
or acquaintance with Get a. The very Wreft- 


_Charioteers, Players, Muficians, Dancers, 

and all he had kept for the Divertiiement of his 

And fuch 

mofc didinguifhed by 


Eves or Ears, lhared the lame Fate 

J n 1 • n f 


of the Senators 

Blood or Fortune, were, upon the weakeft 
Proofs, nay, upon 


Surmife or Hear-fay 


condemned and executed, 


Favourers of Ge 


ta. He even put to Death the elded Sider of 


i modus , now 


old Woman, and held in 


Honour 



all the 


Emp 


the 


Daughter of Marcus •, alledging, as a heinous 
Charo-e ao-aind her, that die was found weeping 


t) 


Mother’s Apartment, and condoling 


Lois of her Son 


Plautian’s Dau 


O 


his divorced Wife, who was now an Exile ii 
Sicily •, his Fil'd Coufin, call’d after his Father’ 
Name, S events Perlman's Son *, the Son of Lu 
alia , CommUts’s Sider: in a word, all the De 
icendants of the former Emperors, and thole 


mod illudt 


Senate, he 


i 


oft’-, as if he defigned to extinguilh the very 

■ , • 1 1 . T> k 


and Pair 


Blood 


Reliques of Imp 

k j ); 0 affirms, what is almoll incredible, that the Num¬ 
ber of Men, Women, and Children put to Death by him, 
as Friends 10 (l eta, was no leis than 20,000. Among thelc 
v,.;:- Papinian, Prefect of the Pretoria™, his own and his 
Brother s t utor t of whom /joJijkus gives this ChaiaQer j 

r Ai/op hxsuhralt*, % m T£ £ 

fi Mrs r' y.cT uvro/P^eii'af vopoOiTw ws£a*M(*w. A Man 
n f the fi rich ft Juflice j and one, Mo In the Knowledge and 
f.xpofition of the Laws, excelled all the Roman Lawyers be¬ 
fore and after him. Spar fan tells us, Antoninus condemn’d 
•;o Death all who wore Amulets or Charms about their 

• *• Necks 
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Book 


And fending to the feveral Provinces, he put to 
death all the Governors and Stewards, as Friends 
to his Brother. Not a Night palled without 
the frequent Murthers of Men of every Na¬ 
tion. The Veftal Nuns were buried alive, as 


to 

ftr 


iD 


violated their Oaths of Virginity. And 
plete all, he committed an Adlion fo 
that it can 


The Sol¬ 
diers fall 


For being prelent 


hardly be parallel’d 

Races in the Cit 


fome of the Multitude mock’d and laugh’d at 


upon the one 0 f the Charioteers 


was 


People. 


great Fa 


ing as an Affront 


T f 


icl 

tors •, 


orders the Army to fall upon 


the S 


pedta 


draff and murther thofe, who had 


& 


Impudence to abufe 


Charioteer 


The 


Soldiers, having got the Power of doing mif- 
chief, did not {land long to examine who had 
fo faucily affronted the Emperor (for it was im- 
poffibie to find the right Perfon, among fo nu- 


C 


pie, as No-body dared 


to confels the Truth} but leizing all they 


,y their H 


they either cut them to 


■A ' 

about them, 


ipt 


they had 


pc* 


danfom for their Blood 


1 


ado, let them efcap 


Antoninus 
lca\ (*s 
Rome. 


Tormented with tire Stings of Confcience 


( 


thefe atrocious Impieties, and grown weary oi 
fo long a Refidence in the City, 


efolves to 


Expec 


Ro 


to review his 


Cam os in other Parts, and ini bed into the Af¬ 


fairs of the feveral Provinces. Accordingly 

and arrived at the Bank 


he let out from I/e/v, 
of the Danube \ wher 


s 


(laid iorne time let- 


Necks for the Cure of 
bod: oniQu*: the Grevh and Rspimis, 


Agues; a Cullom very much 


in ufo 


fling 
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A* 


Affairs in the North, and exeicifing his 


UlUg, +** + "*-- 

Body with driving Char 


_:s at the Races, and 

combating with various kinds of Wild Beafts. 
Sometimes, indeed, he would pretend to d 


Caufes of J 


but this was but very 


feldom, and even then he huddled up the Mat 


deciding upon the firft Plea 


Uy 


paffino- Sentence before he had enter’d into the 

Merits of the Caufe. Pie brought over to his 

other Side or 

Affections to 

his Allies, and 

mat ue&nx, umi uv »mv,v ..i 5 

chofe out the ftouteft and moft comely M- 


Intereft all the Germans on the 

River; and conciliated thei 


o-ft them for Guards to his Perfon 

_ . , . *n _ R „ E . 


And 


icfting his Reman Robe, he drefs’d 
himfelf in the Habit of a German ; and appear d 


publicly in a German Cafaquc', laced and em¬ 
broidered with Silver; and wore a Pernwig of 

manner 

Barba- 
upon 


yellow Hair, clip’d exadly after 

J _ rni • • 1 1 * 


of Tonlure 


Phis 


htily* pleafed 


naxxo, who were excefhvely tond or mm 
that Account. Nor were the Roman Soldiers lets 
affedted to him, by reafon of the frequent Do- 


and 


fo laviOily diflributed 

id every 


common 


Soldier. For whether a Trench was to be dug, 


or a Bridge built ovc 




or a 



filled up with Earth, or whatever was the 1 aft 
his Hand was firft put to the Work, and h 


firft 


Vv 


nd he 


1 There was another fort of Cloak brought by Amin,,, 
from G„ul to Rmc. It had a Hood joining to it, to co- 


T:i:s 


iJWixi k/t'nn aw/#**. -- - , . 

ver the Mead, and hung quite down to the -ncles. ^ 

he forced the People and Soldiery to wear; and from t,ier.ee 

he rot the Name of Caro,An o-! 

mention’d by fcveral Writers: For me ancient call d 

this fort of Cloak Car acedia. 


con- 



:i So 
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Book IV* 


* 

conftantly underwent his iharc of the Labour, 
His Table was homt'lv and frugal; and he of- 
ten ate and drank out of wooden Diflies, al¬ 


ways 


making 


ufe of extemporary Bread 


the 


Com of which he fir It ground with his own 
Hands, to a Quantity fuflicient for one Perfon, 
then form’d it into a Lump, and afterwards 
baked it himfclf upon the Coals. Thus defpi- 
fing every thing that was nice or dainty, he' 


lived on the meaneft Food, and fuch as might 


eafily be got 
and leemed fonder 



le pooreft of the Soldiers 
of being called by the Ar¬ 
my their Fellow-Soldier than their Emperor 
Whenever he march’d, it was generally on foo 
like the reft, and but very feldom on liorfeback 


or 


Chariot. Befides, he 
and fometimes bore 



his Own 
his Shoulders 


Arms j 

the public Standards and Enfigns of the Armyy 
though very long, and loaded with Gold and 


other facred Ornamc 
a Burden 




r • 

lor 


hty 


and the lii 


\ * 

1D 


\C 



eft Soldier. By thefe 
he won the Efteem 


oi the Army; who at once loved him as a 
good Officer, and uumired him as a ftout and 

or it was next to a Miracle, 


hardy Soldier. 1 




He affects 
to he 


tt 


lodged in a M 

O 

L l 

*ii- • » 




and Fort it ud 
little a Omc. 



be 


W hen 


♦ : i 

^ ^ > 


i Cl . 








regulate:! 


the 


a 


amp on 


the 


into that Part of Th 


lbs Great. 


iv n o re 


that borders on Macedonia \ 
ftarts ud another Alexander the Great 



renewed tl 


1 S' 


ory ot that King every whet 


and ordered his Pictures and Statues to be ered 
ed in all the Cities; and filled 



and 

other Temples at Rome with Images, to' fhew 

that Alexander and He were congenial, that the 


Suol 
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Soul of the Maced* 


lived again in the 


man 

we 


And it was 


law in feveral Pidures 


L; 




Ro- 

r, that 
of one 


Body under one Head with a double Face, re- 
prefenting at once Alexander and Antoninus. Fie 
now appeared in a Macedonic Habit, with a 
Caufia on his Head, and Pantohes on his Feet. 
He picked out a Corps of young Soldiers* and 
called them his Macedonian Phalanx *, and or¬ 
dered their Officers to affume the Names of 
Alexander's Generals : And having lent for fome 
Youths from Sparta, he calls them his Laconic , 

and Ritanate Cohort m . 



m 


A Body of Forces fo call’d ft 


AFolia 


' ¥ 

T'hefe came into 


Laconia and fettled a Colony; the chief Town of which 
they call’d, alter the Name of their old City, Pit,-me. He¬ 
rodotus, lib. iii. allures us, he met Archias at Pitane: For 


Archias (lays he) 


f that Peopl, 


The fame Au¬ 


thor, lib. ix. mentions the P-itanate Cohort led by Anwn- 
pharctus in the Arm}' of the l.accda monians, of which Pan¬ 
amas had the cmei Command. But Fhucydidts , Pi 


) 


•I open 


1 craned to tire Laa dmmommn at all, and obliquely glances 
at Herodotus for Ins want of Veracity. Be this as it may, 
the Fame of the Pitamte Cohort was highly extolled by 
Writers of latter Acres; and they were thought (as Alex- 


O 

i 


o.nder ab Alexandra obferves lib. i. c. 5.) the Flower of the 
partem Troops, and were kept as a Corps de Rtjer-ve, ne¬ 
ver to be uled but in the Extremity 01 E anger. 1 he 
Number of Men that formed this Dernier Retort is very 




Ephorus , CaliJ, 
f the Spartan 


v 


to pi das. 




arnveu 



t 
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arrived, and had amufed himfelf with Dreams" 
as long as he thought fit, he- went to Ilium $ 
and furveying all ‘the Reliques of the City, he 
came at laft to Achilles's Tomb; where, adorn¬ 
ing himfelf with Garlands, and all forts of fine 
Flowers, he would now mimic Achilles: But 
wanting fomebody for a Patroclus , he devifed 
the following Freak. 

He per- Fie had a Favourite, named Feftus , one of hi 3 
forms Fu-Freedmen, and Chief of the Imperial Remem - 

neral Ho- ] )rancers o < This Man died while he was at Il'm 

the Shaded defignedly taken off (as fome report) by 
of Ac hi l- Poifon, that, he might be buried after the Man- 

les. 


n To underltand this, the Reader mull be inform’d, that, 
for Recovery from Sicknefs, the Ancients brought the Pa¬ 
tient into the Temple of Aifailapius the God of Phyfic; 
where he was to compofe himfelf on a Couch,- and the 
God of the Place was fuppofcd to vilit him in his Sleep. 
Accordingly, whatever the Pick Perfon dream’d of, that 
was thought to be the Remedy prefcribed by JEfcidaphis 
for his Recovery. Plautus mentions this Cuftoin in his 
Curculio , Aft. i. Seen. 1. But Jlriflophanes, in his Come¬ 
dy intituled Plains, or Wealth, gives a more copious De- 
feription of the Ceremony. For in the 2d Score of the 
3d Aft, Carlo is introduced recounting all the Particulars 
made ufe of on this Occafion ; fuch as walking the Patient 
Vlulus, who was to be healed of his Blindnefs, compofing 
him in jult Order, with the whole Apparatus of Divine 
Service perform’d to the God of Phyfic. The Egyptians 
obferved much the like Ceremony in the Temple of their 
Deity Scrap’s', to whom the Sick among them hud recourfe 
for the Recovery of their Health. 

0 The Romans call’d thefe Remembrancers, Di 61 at ores 
ad mcmoriani, or memorise; Dictators of Memoirs. Their 

Office was, to fee that all Occurrences worthy the Empe¬ 
ror's Memory ffiould be let down in Commentaries, 0 1 
JDay-books; that fo they might, on any Emergency, have 
recourfe to thole Commentaries, and lee what Mealures 


were taken in parallel Cafes. Befides this, if the Emperor 
defigned to fend Orders, write Letters, or traniact any 
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ner of Patroclus ; but others fay, he died a na¬ 
tural Death. Antoninus orders his Body to be 
carried forth, and a Pile to be built with lame 
quantities of Wood : And having laid the 
Corpfe on the Pile, and lacriliced Creatures of 
various kinds, he fets fire to the Wood, and 
holding a Vial in his Hands, makes a Libation 
to the Winds , and repeats the Funeral Prayers. 

But being very thin-hair’d, and wanting Hair 
to put into the Fire according to the ufual Cu- 
ftom, he excited a great Laughter among the 
Speftators. However, he cut off what Hair 
he had, and performed the Ceremony as well as 
he could. Of all great Generals he moil admired 
two, Sylla the Roman , and Hannibal the Libyan * 
to whom he raifed feveral Statues and Images. 

Again he departed from Ilium, and paffing He goes 
through the other Aft a, and Bithynia , and the t0 
reft of the Nations, he orders in every Place amint1, 
what he would have done, and procedes to 
Antioch ; where he was fplendidly entertained, 
and tarried lome time. After which, he fets 

out for Alexandria , pretending he had a Defire 

7 X Cj 

to fee the City built by Alexander , and apply to 
the God p they moll religioufly adore in thole 


Affair of Government, which the prefont time would not 
permit; the Remembrancer was ordered to make a Me¬ 
morandum of the thing, that by thele means nothing of 
Importance might be ncglcfted through any failure of the 
Prince’s Memory. 

P The God here mentioned was Sara pis, or Sera pis, the 
principal Deity of the Alexandrians . 15 y S era pis t and ]jis 

(which fignifies a Wife) among the Egyptians, was meant 
Heaven and Earth, the fame as by Saturn and Ops among 
the Latins , as Farm, De ling. Lat. lib. iv. learnedly ob- 
ferves. From the Con] nil ft ion of thefe two, as Male and 
Female, arife the firll Origins of all Things. Sometimes 

3 which in their Lan¬ 
guage 


the Egyptians called this Deity Api 

n 

A 
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rliefe were his fpecious Pretexts, the 

if the 

to be 


Worfhip of the Deity, and the Memory 
Hero. Hecatombs therefore are ordered 


got ready, and Preparations 




Tongue is Epaphus. 


.inT'E? ru<p&, from 

, lib. ii. O 3 "Attic 

Apis in the Greek 
This Name was given him from the 
thirial Nature of the Heavens; Fire, according 

^ ^ f i r 


v /• i w ^ - 

ft&lcc T'/j v EWWWV EflV 


to mo ft Philo fophers, being the firft Seed or Principle of 

Creation; which operating on the Earth, the cold moilt 
Part, caulcd the -Production of Animals. 1 he fame Piopii- 
etv is in the Name Serapis, from Sarapb, He burned 




. I 


denotes, not 


only an Order of Fiery Angels, but hot Creatures, and par¬ 
ticularly Fiery Serpents. In A nvib. xxi. we are told, the 
Tfraditcs were bitten by Fiery Serpents, and God com¬ 
manded Mohs to lift up tntP Sarafb, a Firry Serpent, that 

they who were bitten by WrDH The Fiery 

Serpents, might by looking on it be cured of their Wounds. 
And, tho 1 our learned Selden thinks otherwife, it feems to 
be this Scropis, or Fiery God, of the Egyptians, that the Ij- 
racliics, after they came out of Egypt, worlhipped in the 
Form of a Golden Calf. For Herodotus, lib. iii. allures us, 
that the Apis worlhipped by the Egyptians was a Call; 
which, they pretended, was ftruck with Fire from Heaven, 
and then difappeared for a time; being (as other Authors 

A ^ ^ i « i . i 1 n 1 1 1 . 1 i. 


funk 


Sick 


into his Temple for Recovery, in the fame manner as wc 


have 


JEfculap 


’P 
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iften confounded with Chriji. Thus Flavius 
Vcpifcus, in his Life of Saturnine, cites a Letter to the Con- 
fid Servian, written by Adrian, in whofe Reign the Alex¬ 
andrians found their God; as we have related before in the 


Introdu&ion 


after 


vity of the Egyptians, the Emperor fays; Illi qui Serapin 


Chrilliani fi 


devoti funt Serapi, qui ft 


Epifcopos dicunt ; They [of the Egyptians] who «i worfhip 


themfelves Bijhops of 
Patriarcba, quittn JEgy 
ado rare, ab aliis c 


d f 


a little after; Jpfe ilk 

■it, ab aliis Serapidem 

Their Patriarch himfelf 

when 
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Ceremonies of all forts. Which coming to the 
Ears ot the Alexandrian Populace, as they are 
a People of exceeding Levity, and eafily affedt- 
ed by the flighted: Imprefiions, they were trarif- 
ported at the News of the Emperor’s great 
Kindnefs and Condefcenflon : And prepared for 
his Reception in a manner more pompous than 
what was ever provided for any King before. 

Inftruments of every kind of Muiic, difpofed in 

different Places, founded in various Conforts 
through all the City; Perfumes and fragrant 
Spices breath’d grateful Odours in every Paf- 
fage •, Flambeaux and Tapers illuminated the 
Streets; and all his Way was ftrewed with 
Flowers. 

As foon as he entred the City with his whole 
Army, he went firft to the Temple, facriflced 
many Hecatombs, and loaded the Altars with 
Incenfe. Thence he proccded to Alexander's 
Monument-, where he pulls off his Purple 
Robe, his Diamond Rings, his Belt, and every 
thing that was valuable about him, and offers 
it at the Hero’s Shrine : Which the Alexandri¬ 
ans feeing, were ravifh’d with Joy •, and iport- 
ed and fcalled whole Nights and Days, little 
fufpeCting his lecret Defign. For all thefe Shews 


<7i ihcn be comes to Egypt, is by fame forced to adore Serapis, 
by others Chrift. And in the fame Letter; Unas iilis Deus 
if. Hunc Chriftiani, hunc Judah, hunc omnes venrrantur ct 
gentes ; They have but one Hod. Him the Chriitians ■ivorfoip, 
him the Jews, hint all the Egyptians, and thofe of other Tui¬ 
tions. From all which it appears, that the Alexandrians 
took Serapis and Chrif to be the fame. Nor 'hall wc fo 
much wonder at the Strangcnefs of their Opinion, if we 
confider, that our Saviour tells 11s, in John iii. 14. that the 
Seraph, or Fiery Serpent of Mofs, was a Type of the Son 


of Man. 


P 


o 

J* 


of 



* 4 
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Favour were but mere Farce *, and his 


Intent was to cut oft 


i 


private f L 

• * 

count. 


Tatved he owed 


hole City, from ; 

noon this Ac 


r 1 ^ 


•V’ . 1 : 


U iK'h ' 


Durinr his Kdidcncc at Rome, both while his 
other was living, and alter his Death, he had 

nuently been told, that the Alexandrians had 

liim And it mil 11 


•.uich ircqucntly been toiu, uwil ur 
e.idal to jv n mocked and derided him. And it 

RaiDcrv. ’ n -- ^ 


hey 


People naturally fond of 


Ridicule, and exceeding pert in Mockery 


Mimic 


lefts 




tD 


c\\ Perfona^cs; which themfelvcs are celighta 
with as fomething very pretty, but the Perlons 
crlanccd at often bitterly relent it: hoi this hind 
of Drollery things deep, efpecially when the 
Sarcaiin is true, and the Party is confcious ot 


and the Party 


confcious 


Vice objected 


Many Jokes then ol this 


bit had they pafs’d againft Antoninus ; lafhing 

Pm for the Murther of his Brother; ludicroufty 
callin' 1 " his Mother Jocojla q ; and fneenng at 

w D 

q 7 oca (la was the Name of Oedipus's Mother; whom 
Qaiibus married, alter having kill’d her Hulband. But bon 

thc<e Aions were committed through Ignorance. 1 1 

\vlic*i huiipus found fne was his Mother, and that he had 
kill'd his own l ather, he ran di-lradcd and tore out his 


whom 


d. m Sophocles 


Wife 


7 


jui I Him - , . 

the Son of Martin, Stwrus s lormer ie. 

Spxrliivi tells us, Antoninus was equally fneei d at by 

*L». «* ■*■** tfce ™ c ., of tzrzi' 


Connuclt of the Germans. For the Word Hermanns ngm- 
fies both a German and a Brother. This Ambiguity aft o reft 
cd matter of Laughter to his Enemies; who, plea ed with 

the Conceit, called him Gcrmaaicai, m Alljuon to us mur- 


frati 


Brothers were lomeiuucs , 

Cemam. But it mult be obfcrvcd, that ram, as c.tc 



ANTONIN US 


iS 


r 

/ 


himfelf, that being a very little Man, he had 
the Vanity to mimic the greateft and ftouteil 
Heroes, Alexander and Achilles : All which they 
meant for Sport and witty Jefts; but they 
proved in the fequel ferious Kvils, exafpeiating 
Antoninus , 1 vindi&ive and bloody enough by 
Nature, to lay a Plot which effected then De- 

flrmSUon. . n 

Having therefore honour’d them with his 
Prelence at their public Feafts and Diversions •, mai r ;u . iv . 
and perceiving the City to be filled with the r | u > ./A-v- 
Multitude, that had flocked thither from all the auJrhns. 

Country round *, lie publiih d 


.life mb! 


x certain 


Plain •, lor that he defigned to have anothei 
Phalanx conftituted in Honour ot Alexander \ 
and as thole he had lormed before weie called 


the Macedonian and Sp 


this would 


the Hero’s own Name, be the Alexandrian Pha¬ 
lanx: But withal, orders them to draw up in 


Ranks, that at 


Re\ 


the Ace, Size, and \ 


of 


* #• 


y 


examine 

one he 


ed fit to be lifted. The Youths were ealily 



thefe fine Pretences 


taken 

him fincere, from thol 
had already fhewed their City 


O 



• • 

Favour he 


Order, accompanied by 


their 



and 


Brothers congratulating them on the great 


Honour they 


But An¬ 


toninus rode llowly through the. Ranks 

^ . * 11 

ping them fingly 


D 


them Commendation in various 1 ei ms, t m. 


by Srnvius, ad TEncid. v. *+i2- ^ G ™ af f 

fiknifies a Brother by the Came Mother: AwShr^i, m the 
above Place, calls Erjx, Son of Venn*, BrAnr-Lunium Oi 


JBncas. 


P 


/"I 

♦ 

3 


his 
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his Army furrounded them, before they either 
faw or fufpe&ed it. When he guefs’d they were 
by this time environ’d with a Circle of Arms, 
and caught as it were in the Toils, having gone 
through the Review, he withdraws with his 

O * 

Guards. Then, the Sign being given, his Sol¬ 
diers advance from all Sides and fall upon the 
whole unarm’d Multitude of Youths, and every 
body elfe that was within the Ring, butchering 
them in a various but univerfal Malfacre; fome 
hacking and flaughtering, others digging Holes 
in the Ground, the reft dragging the Victims, and 
tumbling them by Heaps into the Pits, till they 
had made it all one common Grave, and railed 
the Earth into a vaft mountainous Tomb over 
theirBodies. Nor were all Bain by the Sword; 
but many, who were but half dead, were thrown 
promifcuous among the reft, and fome were bu¬ 
ried alive and unwounded. The Soldiers like- 
wile fell, and that to no fmall Number : For 
as many of the Alexandrians as had any Breath 
and Strength remaining, laid faft hold on their 
Murtherers, and drew them with themfelves 
into the Pit. So vaft was the Havock, that the 
Blood ran in Rivulets along the Plain, and 
tinged the Mouths of the Nile, tho* exceeding 
wide, and the adjacent Shores, with a fanguinc 




ANTONINUS. 


fends an Ambafla 


i8q 

m m 

Prefcnts 


very valuable both for Materials and Workman 
ill ip. In the Letters he lets forth, 44 That h< 




t 


Letters he lets forth 

defired to marry the King’s Dau 


44 ing, that it would be out of Chara&er, lor 


who was a King and the Son of a Kit 
44 to become a Son-in-law to any private P 


o’ 


fon 


and therefore he chofe for his Wile one 


CC 


that was a Queen and the Daughter ol a 
great King. That the two greatefc King- 
44 doms of the World were this of the Romans , 
44 and that of the P art hi am ; which joine 
44 this Affinity, and no longer divided by a 



River, would becon 


potent 


fi liable 


Sovereignty 


That the reft 


Barbai 


Nations, now under thefe Powers, would by 

more ealily kept in Subjcc- 


44 tnele means be more 
44 tion, whether fingle Nations or whole Pro- 

44 vinces. That the Romans were molt power- 
44 ful in Foot Forces, and excell’d all the ; World 
44 in the ufe of Spears, and in pitch’d Battles: 
44 But that the Parthians had numerous J. roops 
44 of Cavalry, and were far the experteft at the 
44 Bow. That, when thefe two fhould be united, 


and 


Confent, it would be 


eparations 


-i n 
jlC 


CC 


Mat- 

11 the 

ahabited World. That the Prcdu&ions and 


Diadem, to reign over a 


CC 


Manufactures of Parthia 


oft fra 


44 grant Spices; and the richeft and fineftWorl 
44 of the Loom: And the Romans , on the oth< 


hand 


had 



of precious Metals 


and 


wrought with the molt curious and wonder 
ful Art. That thefe Commodities would no\ 


CC 


CC 


be no longer imported by Merclvai 
Quantities, and by fecret and illi< 


P 


4 


Traffic 

44 bi 
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44 but, when by the Union of the two King- 
44 doms there fhould be one Land and one So- 



44 vereignty, the Enjoyment of all thefe Goods 
44 would be common to both by a mutual un~ 

44 prohibited Commerce.” 

At the receipt of thefe Letters, the Parthian 
at fil'd; made a peremptory Refufal; faying, 

44 That a Marriage with a Barbarian was very 

44 improper for a Roman. For what Harmony 
44 could there be between a Pair, who neither 
44 underftood one the other’s Language, and 
44 whofeDiet and Utenfils were utterly contra- 
44 rious ? That there were many Ladies among 
44 the Romans of good Birth, one of whom the 
44 Emperor might chufc for his Wife and with 
44 him was Arfacides , a proper Match for his 
44 Daughter : And therefore there was no Rea- 
44 fon why either of the Nations fhould be adul- 
44 terated by a foreign Bed.” This Anfwer he 
at firft wrote back; but when Antoninus ply’d 
him clofe with Prefents, and declared with ib- 
lemn Oaths his Eagernefs for the Match, and 
how willing he was to confirm their mutual 
Alliance and Amity, the Barbarian at laft was 
credulous enough to confent; and promifing 

him his Daughter, calls him now his future 
Son-in-law. 


A.D.217. 

Antoninus 

enters 

Parthia . 


The Fame of which being fpread, the Par- 
thians got every thing in readinefs for the Re¬ 
ception ol the Roman King-, and rejoiced at 
the Hopes of an everlafting Peace. Antoninus , 
having pad the Rivers unmolefted, rode into 
the Parthian Territories, as now his own ; and 
while Sacrifices were perform’d for him in every 
Place, the Altars hung with Garlands, and Ob¬ 
lations offered of fweet Spices and ail iorts of 

odo- 
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191 


odoriferous Incenfe, he feem’d very well pleafed 
with the Honours given him by the Barbarians. 

But the greateft part of his Journey being fi- 
nifhed, when he was approaching the Royal Seat 
of Ar tab anus^ the King could not contain him- 


felf. 


S 


but went out to meet 

own Son-in -1 


his Daughter’s 


in 


PI 




And the whole Multitude of 


poufe and his ( 

before the City : 
the Barbarians, as at a mirthful Feftival, being 

crowned with Garlands of ail forts of Flowers 
the Country afforded, and dreffed in long Robes 
variegated with Gold and curious Dyes of dif¬ 
ferent Colours, came flapping along in mufical 

Meafure to the blithful Sounds of Flutes, Pipes, 


and Tabors. For they 


;htily delighted 


with thefe forts of merry Dances, efpecially 
when they are a little elevated with Wine. ^ 
When they were all aflembled, they 
from their Horfes •, and, having 1 ; 




Pc 


r 


id afide 


trcache - 


Quivers and Bows, fell to making Libations r0Llliy 
and caroufine in Honour of the Match. The mafic,cr 


greateft pai 


t of the Nation was there-, and 

ftood as regardlefs of Order, as they were fear- 
lefs of Danger ; every one pufliing and croud- 
ino- to get a Sight of the new Bridegroom : 
When all on a Hidden Antoninus gives the Sig- 


n 

♦ 


nal to 
Barbar 

T reachery 


Army 


to fall on and maflacre the 


who, frighted at the unexpected 


Backs and fled 


The 


Romans purfued, killing or wounding all they 


up 


Artabanus , Hatch’d up by his 


Body-Guards, and put upon a Hone 
ped with a tew of his Attc 


narrowly 
The reft 


of the Multitude were cut to pieces, bein 


O 


chief Safe 


they 


o 


Horfes, which 


away to graze 


nor 


could 


ey 



AvJcnUus 

and 

Macrinus. 
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efcape by their Heels, for their Jong loofe Robe 
hung down to their Ancles, and greatly em 




barals’d 
they had 


Flight; and Qn 


and Bows 


I 


what need was there of 


Arms at a Wedding ? Antoninus , having made 
a great Slaughter among the Barbarians, and 


tive 




1 immenfe Plunder, and Thoufands of Cap- 
, march’d off unmolefted; firing the Vil- 
and Cities as he pafs’d, and giving his 
Soldiers free Licence to rob and plunder all that 
came in their Way. This unexpected Calamity 
luffer’d the Barbarians. 

Having fcoured through the greatelt part of 
the Country, and tired his Soldiers with Ra¬ 
vages and Murthers, Antoninus retun 


Ci 


fopot 
nate 

Eaft, 

beyond 

Power. 

been dc 


Thence 


into Me 
Roman Se 


and Peopl 


he had reduced all the 


and that the Subjects of the Kingdom 
the Tigris had all fubmitted to his 
The Senate, not ignorant of what had 
>ne (for to conceal the Actions of Kin 


1 mp 


is 

decreed 
ter this, 


olfible) yet 


him 

he 


Fear and Flattery 


Honours of Victory 


Af- 


ined fome 


in 



mi a , {pending his Time in Chariot-Races, 
hunting and deftroying Wild Beads. 

The Government of the Army was at this 


Time lodged in the Hands of two Prefects 


One of whom, Audentius by Name 


Man, and feem’d to have been a good Sol 


Y 


dier; but of Politics, and 


Sc 


was 


ly ignorant 


y other Art or 
The other. 


named Macrinus , was well 
Affairs, and exceedingly le 
Antoninus 


f< 


in forenfie 
the Laws. 


would often publicly fneer at this 


Man, as neither military 


and fome- 

times 


\ 
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times revile him in a very fcandalous manner. 
For hearing that he lived in a more genteel way, 
naufeating the coarfe refufe Food, and ordinary 
Drink, that Antoninus , Soldier-like, was might¬ 
ily fond of; and wearing a little Robe, or o- 
ther fine Clothes, more agreeable to a City- 

, he often reproach’d him with Cowardice 


Life 
and Effeminacy 


and threatened feveral times 


kill him. This Macrinus molt deeply 


re¬ 


lented ; and the prcdeftin'd End of Antoninus's 
Life drawing near, there happened the follow¬ 
ing Accident. 

Antoninus was of a very inquifitive Nature, The E m 
and loved to pry, not only into the Affair 


Manl 


but 


Myfter 


of the 


perot 
lends to 
Rowe to 


Gods and Daemons. For iufpebting all about confult 
him to be Traitors, he was fo frequently making thc Mag 

the molt fcrupulous 


Refear ches 


Oracles 


cians. 


and fending for Magicians, Aftrologers, and 
Soothfayers r ; that not one Profeffor of thefe 


r 


read 


Pretenfions to fame divine Revelation to indraft them in 
the Knowledge of Things to come; fo there never was a 
People that laid greater Strefs upon the Prediction of fu¬ 
ture Events, than the Romans; and that not only under 

7 - _ 1 • . i 1 n 


and 


but in the middle 


fiouriffiing Ages of their Commonwealth. They had a 
College or Chapter of Augurs, whofe Office it was to in¬ 
terpret Dreams, Oracles, hfc. inftituted by Romulus at the 
building of the City, and continued down, with Augmen¬ 
tations, through the fucceding Ages. Nor was any Affair 
of Importance, either public or private, ever undertaken 
without confulting fomc Divine for it’s Iffue. Cicero di¬ 
vides all the various forts of Divination into two Kinds, a 

• 


A 


Under 


bended Dreams, and every fore of prophetic Infpiration, 
delivered from mere Impulie of thc lVlmd, without any 
Affiltance from Art or Learning. The latter lakes in *11 


Variety of D 


of 
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juggling Se£ts efcaped his Notice. Till at lad, 
growing fufpicious of thefe too, and thinking 
they had regard not to Truth but Flattery in their 
Anfwers, he writes to one Maternian , who had 


of Art peculiar to every Se6l of profefs’d Soothfayers. Of 
this Divination there were fix chief Sorts in ufe among the 

Romans. 

1. The Obfervation of the Heavens, or the Art of fore¬ 
telling Events by Thunder, Lightning, Comets, and other 
Phenomena. This they call'd Scrvare caelum. 

2. Afro logy, or the reading the Fate of Terreftrial Af¬ 
fairs in the Motions, Afpeds, and Pofitions, of the Hea¬ 
venly Bodies. 

3. Augury, by which is chiefly underftood the Progno- 
flieations made from oblcrving the Chattering and Singino 


of Birds. 


4. A:fpice, or the Art of Divining, byremarking how 
the Fowls flew ; and in what Manner the Chicken peck'd 
their Grain, when they were let out of their Coops in or¬ 
der to make the Experiment. 

5. Arufpicc, or the Knowledge of Events, from imped¬ 
ing the Entrails of the feveral Bealls in Sacrifice. 

6. Necromancy, or the Evocation of Gholls from their 
Graves; done by Spells and Incantations, fuppofed to have 
irreflftible Influence on the Infernal Powers. 

Thefe were the principal Sorts of artificial Divination. 
The natural kind of Predidions, by Dreams, oraculous An ¬ 
fwers, and prophetic Enthufiam, are too well known to 
need any Repetition. But befides thefe there was a third 
kind of Divination, which does not cxadly fall under the 
former two Divifions, as it had Recourfe only to what is 
vulgarly called Chance, without any Pretenfion either to 
Art or prophetic Madnefs. This the Latins call Soriik- 
gium, or the Reading Mens Deftinies by Sortcs or Lots. 
Thefe were little pieces of Wood, and fometimes of Earth 
or other Matter; on which were inferibed Letters, or Words. 
The Lots were call into an Urn, fometimes empty, fometimes 
full of Water; and, after fhaking them together, were 
thrown out upon the Ground ; when whatever Senfe could 
be pick’d out from the cafual Arrangement of the Letters on 
the Lots, that was fuppofed to be the Anfwcr of the Ora¬ 
cle. When this fort of Divination was difeontinued, ano ¬ 
ther kind of Sortes was introduced; which was, to dip into 
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Ae Management of all his Affairs at Rome, and 
whom he judged the faithfulleft ot his friends, 

■md had trufted with his moft important Se¬ 
crets, to look for the belt Magicians could be 


W ritings 


; and 
Book, 


te taken for the OmcL This Client obtained might- 
. v iqt-t-pr Ap*es • and was frequently ufed by the 

ilb'vimus ; only, inltead of Heathen Poems, the Bible was 
d ofenZ them for the Book of Div.nat.on, Several of 
c ! „ , • _-Nr Qt- /Jr/ffhi. have eiven tl 


Juft 

Method, provided 


as that 


prouiuiun ***- - . A r 

good Bifhop cautions, for pious Purpoies. 

S There has been a world ol Controverfy among the Wa¬ 
ters of all Acres, about the Truth or Fallhood of Divina¬ 
tion* and what fort (if any) comes from God, and what 

from the Devil. Some have, through too much Fo }, 

eiven Credit to almolt every kind of Prediction: Oiheis 
given ^ cu . wifdom. have dogmatically con¬ 


demned 


ISJU UlUC.il T, -- - -p.. • S _ 

Cicero endeavours to prove all Divination, 

- • - ■ ’ «- • But the 


both mtural and artificial (as he calls it) a Cheat 


ft 


m J„s ignorance of the Reajbn and Ufiful 


fir ft Ot rrCCUCUOliti. r\o » — -. o- w • . T Jin 

retort that innumerable Occurrences happen m Life, of 
rciori, bx t Aprrmnt tvnm nhuofoDnl- 


ifonablc 


wh.ch wc can g.vc -tr-™ - thc Cognizance of 
any ol our Senfa , ^ ,St, which arc fo far from 


VJ 


ue,,.g «. -rr~- ey deftruftive. His capital Ob- 

eflion" That l’ropheaes and Divinations difagree with one 

jection, i t t ne are true; but only 

another, does no p » *1* t-HV nart were Lies and 


greateit part 


^ Jt**■» » a -w • • 

Impoftures. 

_ f i 1 * 


y ofepb 


in meiuucu uu r - - : . 

and Nebuchadnezzar are recorded as Tr Hhs. 


Mag 


t 


the Word 


Sfflr £S X i A,pea Of the Heavcdy 


Bodies. 


Miracles 


Egyptian 

as Mo fa 


Xill. 




I « t 


Xlll. I, 2. 

Necromancy . 


Witch 


7 


Divination; yet that other Nations were no way concern’d 
in their Prohibition, but that they foretold Events by look¬ 
ing on the Entrails of Bealls, appears from Ezek. xxi. 21, 
22. where the Deftrudlion of Jerufalcm was reveal’d to the 
King of Babylon , by Infpettion of the Liver, and other 
Omens; and God himfelf, by that Prophet, feems to ratify 
the Divination. The Text in the original Hebrew is; 

w twin ynn dn-Vn* 'm~po noro 

bxy o’vna bpbp ddd-dd^s D’D-nn 

«>tm OD 3 n n’n : 1222 run D’tnrn 


7 e t ^ e Ki ,! g of Babylon food 


at the. Head of 
brighten'd Arrows ; 


Chief of 


faked 


he 


the Live R. In his Right Hand the Divination was [cru- 
falem. In this Text the Word tranflated Images is 

Eeraphim, the very Term given to Laban's Images itolen 

by Rachel ; Gen. xxxi. 19. which Laban afterwards calls his 

Gods, faying to Jacob, y 30. Why haft thou Jhlcn ’nSK 

Elohi, My Gods. Thefe were the'Gods by which Laban 
divined, that he was bled for Jacob's fake. For in the 
27th Verfe of the precedent Chapter, he fays to Jacob • 

mrr »nera which st. Min iuitiy 


E 


— - - - — *»» V l. y 

bheft me for thy fak 


found by 


^ *°' v ' n ,c appears very improbable, that the Entrails of 
r.eafts fiiouid help to foretell Events; but not more llranoe, 
tnan that Prophets ihould be infpired with prophetic E11- 

thuiiafm 


4 
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Antoninus much upon to take him off. This 
Letter, feal’d up among the public Difpntches, 
was given, as ufual, to the Couriers •, who, know¬ 
ing nothing of the Contents of their Charge, 
rode Exprefs, after their accuftomed manner, 
and came to Antoninus , juft at the Time when 
he was going to the Races, and had already 

mounted his Chariot. 

They delivered him the Parquet fafe, inThenar- 
which was the Letter relating to Macrhms. But ^ 
the Emperor, wholly intent upon his Diverfion j\i ua .; ms 


Mufic 


Elijh 


1 c. where an Inftrument 


was brought and played on, before the Prophet could be 
elevated to a height of Enthufiafm fufficicnt to predift the 
Event of the War with the Moabites . It were ncedlefs to 
enumerate all the Paliages in the Scriptures, which men¬ 
tion prophetic Revelation among other Nations, as well as 


7 


All we (hall remark at prefent 


pollible to overthrow the Certainty of the one, without in- 

the other in the fame Confutation ; fince the Ob- 
are equally valid with regard to both. That 


volving 
j eft ions 


J 


bodv 


fame among the Profefl'ors of all Religions, is too notori¬ 
ous to require any Proof. If the Heathen Prediftions were 


7 


Jonah 


but from E«t.xi». 9. • -»• «, *}• 

other Places. Were the former paid for their Prediftions ? 
So were the latter; i Sam. ix. 8, In a word, tho it would 
be the height of Superflition, to credit all the filly abjurd 
Stories of Oracles, Augurs, Conjurers, and fortune-tellers 


Events, is confirm’d at leak by the Teftimony of the Seri 

" . r r y _- _... ~ u 


Lined, but from the narrow unworthy Opinion, that God 
never dehgned to fuperintend the A hairs of any People except 
the?* -7 vs; but without any regard to the Welfare of his Crea- 


Perfuafion 


World, 
themfelv 


at 



iqS 
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at the Races 


orders Macrinus to open the 


Pacquet apart by himfelf, and infpedt the Con-’ 


tents*, and 


any thing of 


y Moment, to fend him word 


if 


that 


ufual 


fnould perform his Duty, as Prefedl, in the 

(for he often gave him fuch a dif- 

5, he 


Power.) Having left thefe Order 


procedes to his Diverfion. Macrinus , perufin 


Letter 


private 


O' 

came at length to that 


which contained the Sentence of Death againft 
himfelf. Shock’d at the impending Danger, 

and well kne 
ms , how rea 


well knowing the fierce Nature of Antoni- 
how ready he was to llied Blood on thefe 
Occafions, and how plaufible an Excufe this 


afforded 


fecretes this Letter; and, ac- 




Cuftom 


eft to the Emp 


, relates the Contents of the 
ror. But ftill he feared, that 
Maternian might again write Things of this 
kind; and therefore thought it bell to take the 
followin 




Step 


in 


There 


bad Confequences of Delay 


der to pr 


was one Martial , a Captain of Anto 
ninus's Life-Guards, who was a conftant Re 


Ml 


whofe Brother the Em 


and 


peror had a tew Days before put to death upon 
a private Calumny without Convidtion; 
had, befides, often vilified Martial himfelf, call 

ird, and Macrinus's Mi 




Cow 


Daft 


nion. Macrinus , well knowing all this; that 
Martial arievouflv relented his Brother’s Death, 


for him; 


Ignominy very 
:ina areat Confi 



fends 


v 


E 


ho had been long his Creature, and on 
* had bellowed many Benefits, advifes 
atch a fit Opportunity and aflaffinate the 






ror. 


he Captain, influenced by Macrim 

Promil 


s 







y 
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Promifes, his own Hatred, and a Defire of re¬ 
venging his Brother’s Blood, readily undertakes 
the Talk, and promifes to exeeute it the firft 
Opportunity. 

Not long after this Agreement, it happened A.D.218. 
that Antoninus had a mind to 2:0 trom his Court ^ t 0 A' nts 
at Carrke , a City of Mefopotamia , and vifit the mUtx | > 
Temple of the Moon r ; which the Natives hold 
in moll religious Veneration; and is dill ant trom 
the City feveral Days Journey. He lets out for 
this Temple attended only with a lew I lorfe ; 
being unwilling to trouble the whole Army, 
inafmuch as he intended to return as foon as he 
fhould have paid his religious Service to the 
Goddefs of the Place. But taken by the Way 
with a defire of eafing Nature, he orders the 
reft to withdraw *, and fteps afide to obey the 
Call, attended only with one Servant. While 
every one eife was retiring at a diltance, with 
their Backs to the Emperor, out of regard to 
Decency and Reverence ; Martial , who had ail 
along watch’d every Moment of Time, feeing 
him now alone, ftarts on a hidden, as it the 
Emperor had beckon’d to him to come and 
fee or hear fomething that had happened, and 
milling upon him behind his Back, as he was 


f Carrier is the Place mentioned in the Old Teflamcnt 
under the Name of Gharan, where Abraham dwelt. The 
Temple of the Moon, that Antoninus v* ; as going to viiil, was 

• _ - « ft W ^ 1 . 


Edejfa, a City of the OJ, 


Sp 


The Deity ILrodian 


Mafculine Gender, Lunus Dun, The. Moon-God. For the 
Eaftern Nations commonly made the Moon a God, not a 
Goddefs. And in the Sacred Writings PVT The Moon, is 
not Feminine but Mafculine. But of the Coniulion of the 
Sexes in the Heathen Gods, fee the Note Clt in the next 
Book. 


Q_ 


unco- 


i 


Ilnrltal 



f 


^.00 
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uncovering his Thighs, ilabs him with a D,, 0 


ser 


* 


* — -O' 

he had conceard tor the purpoie 


and as 


the V. 
(for it 

Worn: 



:apon 
pierced exactly 
l was mortal, 



to a critical PI 


iut on 


tliC joints) the 

mis fell une 


j e 


pedcing, and theretore undefended 


The f 


Wound 


x no liiotij. i t uun'.' q- -- 7 

fprings upon his Horle and makes on*; but the 

German Horie-Guards, Antoninus's chief E avour- 

who had not re- 

the fir ft who faw 

with full 


given, 


Ma 


I 


ites and vigilant D 


ired fo iai 


u 


s 


ft 


were 



what was done; 

Speed, hurl’d their Darts 

him dead from his Horle 



1 tumbled 


The reft of the 


happened, ran up to the Place 


Soldiers, feeing what had 

: And Macrinns 


•was 


fir ft to lament the Emperor’s Death ; 
and, {landing over the dead Body, pretended to 
mourn bitterly. And the whole Army, tho 
much concern’d for the Lofs ol him they look’d 


upon rather as 


Fellow-Soldier and Compa 


nion, than a Sovereign, yet 1 


ior a long while 


had not 


leaft Sulk 


ol 


Mi 


ht Martial had only profc 


but 
his own 


t_iiVV i L u YJ.ll * l > Li'l' ilUVl V/.VAJl J - — 

private Revenge. They therdore returned to 


their 



and Macrimis having committed 


Body to the Ft 


Urn, fen 


pi 
L i 


g and collected the Allies 
u to his Mother, who then 


refided at Antioch , to bury. She, through Ali¬ 
gn i Hi 


j:A ft'Ui is l, jr * v - r O 

Spirit for the Lois of both her Chil 


dren by fuch fimilar I 


Hands 


on 


Life 


wl 


of* 

iU 


voluntarily 



/ 


Command, is uncertain k Thele i 


met 


1 It was cuftomary for the Emperors, and fometimes the 

Senate of Rome, to fend a Weapon or Poifon to thofe they 

defigned to difpatch, with this Form: The Emperor, See. 

finds 
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Antoninus , and Julia his Mother, after having 


lived in the 


Time he reigned foie Mon 


dy deicribed 


The 
without 


in 


i Father or Brother, was about fix Years. 

An Interregnum of two Days enfued Antoni- Ma 
Death j during which the whole Army was * s made 
the utmoft Coniufion and Incertitude. de~ ^ m P CIOr * 


* 

bating who was the fitted: Perfon to fuccede hin 
in the Sovereignty. What molt embarafsh 

the News, that Art ab anus was ap 


them 

proachin 


was 


and 


O 


ghty Army, to 
Blood of thofe who had been bafely 


murthered, in a Time of Peace 

Alliance. 


pretended 


At length they pitch’d upon And 
this for their Emperor, as a Man of a military 
Character, and no defpicable Prefect. But he 
excufing himfelf upon account of his great Age, 
they transfer the Honour to Macrinns , chiefly 
through the Perfuafion of fome Tribunes, who 
were, after his Death, fufpe&ed to have been 


vy to 
Sequel 


th him in the Confpiracy, and 
Defigns; as we fhuil fhew in 


the 


f 


The Party was obliged to receive it. 


and kill himielf ; for fear of Death with the utmoll Tor¬ 
tures. This Aft of the Emperor the Latin Hiftorians al¬ 
ways exprefs by mori cocgit; or ad mortem coegit ; He forced 
them to die. Therefore Hercdian fays, it was uncertain, whe¬ 
ther Julia kill’d herfelfvoluntarily, or had fome fucii Mef- 

fage fent her by Macrinns. • 

v The Reader mult not expeft any further Eclaircifie- 
ment of this Affair in the Sequel. For Hercdian never 

mentions one Word more about thefe Tribunes in bis whole 

Hiltory. Not that he forgat himfelf; but the Hiltory, as 
we now have it, is very imperfeft, as might be proved by 
fevcral Paffages. Which is the Cafe with all ancient Writ¬ 
ings, both facred and profane, as we have intimated before. 
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The Pm 


Mi 



AW ap- no t f 0 


Book I\ 


took the Governmei 
the Good-will and Faith 


proachcs J ie sddiers, as the preffing Ncccffity or tee 


v.’ivli a’, aft 

A vni v. 


prefent Conjun&ure 


were tram a 



mg* 


For, while thefe Thin 

at hand with 



w as 


Multitude, and a 



i range 


cf Forces, confiding ol a great numbt 



I 


Bow 


1 Cuirafi 


o w 


who 


ht 


Camels 


pufhin 


extraordinary Length 


Mac mu 


beincr informed of his near Approach, lum- 

° • ’ r *■" this 


moned the Air my 


fpo 


to 


e ffc dt 


rpi 

I nc 


cc 


/nr 



a 

J[J/i »*/ •: '(S 


l 


you 


of 


XD 


cr rather (to Ipeak 


Truth) ol* 


to tn 


t* 


44 fo good a Soldier, is 


a 


Circumftance not at 


/UTTV. 


cc 


a 


u 


be admired 


But to bear the Cal 


and Afflictions of Life with Moderation 


44 this is 


P 


of wife and virtuous Men 


CC 


His Memory 


il 


ever 


fix’d 


CC 


CC 


CC. 


cc 


cc 


ana 


. Breads •, and future Ages flvall be told 

eat heroic Addons, his uncommon Love 

to his Soldiers: and how rea- 


•\ jV n 

A he a 



iared in all your Toils. — 

this iTiall crown his Name with Irn 


And the 


.But now, having paid the juft 

44 Honours to his Memory, and performed ail 


44 mortality. 


CC 


CC 


cc 







You 


Offices due to the Deceafed 

your Care 
'p. the Bar 



CC 


CC 


of the populous Eah 


nd not without fome plaufiblc Fxcuics tor 


Catvph 


X iiw i -- * p • 

were Warriors clad all over in Armour Cap-a-pe. b o:n 
Horie and Foot-Soldiers are mentioned under this Appc.~ 

] at ion by L:-vy and other Hihorians. , . 

; 44 his 




macrinus 


0 


03 


his Refentmcnt 


For v; e hr ft affaulted hi 


of the League •, and in the midft 


CC 


cc 


of Peace blew up an unexpected W 
therefore the whole Empire of 
depends 


Now 

Romans 


on 


your Bravery and Faith alone. 


CC 


the Currents ot Ri 


For ’tis not now a trivial Difputc, about the 

“ Boundaries ol Land , 
cc vers : Our All is at flake •, we fight again k 
cc a great King, incenled at the Death of his 


cut off 


CC 


CC 


d Perjury 


Children and 

by Injuftice ; 
take our An . 

Romans , in good Order of Battle 


Let us therefore 


and difpofe ourfelvcs, like 


I 


in 


CC +-1 


this 


fpefil 


tumultuous Croud of raw 


cc in-effular Barbarians, fitted only tor a mo- 
“ memary Conflict, will (’tis very likely) be 
“ their own Impediment: On the contrary. 


CC 


cc 


] Order and Difcipline, a!filled with 


your g 
your great Experience ^ 


W ar 


not 




fit your own Safety and their Dehauc 


CC 


tion. 


With this good 1 


let us enr 


behaving as Romans always ought, and 

you will repulfe the 


O ^ 

cc ever did. I _ j 

« Barbarians; and having acquired great and 

« lading Glory, you will fliew it to the Ro- 

und 5 you v/ill rune tiie 


cc 


cc 


mans and 


*1 

a 


Man 


Credit of your former Vifitcr) 


and Men 


believe, that you Hole not the Ad. 



« vantage by Fraud and ireacliery, but con- 
« quered your Enemies by the Force of 
“ and fiiperior Prowcfs.” 

His Speech ended, when the Soldiers faw the i heBattle 

preffing Neccffey of the Time, they drew up°g— 

in Order, and remained under Arms. At t ie Vari b ianSt 

Riling of the Sun, /Uabantu appear’d, at the 
Head of an Army almoft innumerable. Ihe 

Barba- 


and 


0.3 



I-I E R O D I A N. Book IV. 


•204 

Barbarians, after faluting the Sun, according to 
their accuftomed manner, and raifing a horrible 
Noife confufed with the Clang of Armour and 


the Shout 


Multitude, rode 


Enem 


o ully 


betoi 


y 


souring whole Volley s of Ar 
But th t Romans, being drawi 


up in regular and firm Order, with their own 
Cavalry and the Moors difpofed in each Wing, 
the Center thick and well form’d, and the Va- 


filrd 


up wit 
pable o 
lu ha in VI 




m uking 


t-arm’d Troops, 
the mofc active 
and made a 


fc) 


vigorous Refildance. The Barbarians, with their 


f Al¬ 


and the long Spears of tl 
Cuiraffiers pufhing from the Camels and Horfe 

at a diftanc 
Romans had much the 


atly annoyed their Enemies 


e: 


hand 


[vantage of thole they could engage in dole 
jht. But when the Enemy’s Cavalry, much 
fuperior in Number, and the huge multitude 

r' _i _1_ • -r>_ .1 i 


Fi 


Camels 


bore their R 


they 


feint Retreat, and threw down Caltrops, and 
Jeveral other fpiky Machines made of Iron, with 
fharp-pointed Rowels; which,being cover’d with 
Sand, and not feen by the Cavalry and Camel¬ 
eers, did them great Damage. For the Horfes 


mels, 


pling on the Spikes, and efpecially the C 


hich are by Nature very tender-hoof’d 


Creatures, Humbled and halted with theWounds 
and flung their Riders: And the Barbarians be 

VI V II ft I ■ t 1 T i C I ^ 


V. V 

yond the Tigris, as long as they fieht on Ca 


mels or Horfes, are very vi, 
they diimount or fall off, are e 
being able to fupport a clofe En 


lily 


they 


very 


pedit 


but when 


not 

Nor 

, or 


Fli 


Purfuit (when it happens) becaufe their long 

loofe 
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20 


0 


l 00 fe Garments hanging down to their Ancles are 
a great Impediment. The Adlion therefore laft- 
eff the firft and the fecond Day, from Morning 

till Evening, and the Night only interrupted 

the Battle •, when both Parties returned to their 

Camps as Vidors. 

The third Day tl 


ey 


came 


the Barbarian 
ge in Number 

O 


into the Plain 
they had much the Ad 


endeavoured 


Rom 
But the Ro 


attack them 


Front and Rear. 


form’d no more in deep Pha 


lanx, but extending their Front, prever 
Enemy’s Defign ol out-flanking them. 

PI 


Such 




Numbers iell on both Sides, that tl 
filled with the Carcafes of Men and Bealls, and 


Dead lay piled in vail Heaps, efpecially 


Camels, which tumbled one upon 


Th 


atly impeded the Adtion •, for neither Party 


c 


fo 


for tlw great 


md almoft unpalfable Hills of accumulated dead 
Bodies, which role like a Mound betwixt them. 
As therefore it was impracticable to return to 
the Charge, each Army drew off again, and re¬ 


tired to their C 


But Macrinus knew well enough, Art alarms 
i not engage with iuch fury, nor perfift fo 

It- nni- t-W he thought he was 


ti)0 


For the Barbar 


obftinately, 

fighting againll Antoi 
leldom rally *, but are canly tired, and fcon de- 

fill, if they cannot carry their Point at the full 

Onfet. On the contrary, they now perfevered, 

and feemed determined to renew the Battle, as 

foon as they had carried off and burnt their 

Dead; not knowing that he, who had been the 


C au i e 


all 


ity, was now no more. 


Pie therefore lends Legates to the Rcivthian^ with 

Adv : -'-" 



4 


ice 
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Advice, “ That the Emperor who had broken 
“ the Treaty, and violated the Oaths, was now 
“ dead, and had fullered the juft Reward of his 
“ Perfidy*, That the Romans y in whofe Power was 
4C the Empire, had committed the Government 
“ into his Hands *, That he neither approved of 
“ the Meafures had been taken, and was ready 
44 to deliver up all the lurviving Captives, and 
44 make Reftitution for what Money and other 
“ valuable Effefts had been unjuftly feized ; to 
44 receive him as an Ally, inftead of an Enemy, 
44 and to ratify the Treaty with the moft facred 
44 Oaths and .Libations.” 

Ar tab anus , having read the Letter, and being 
informed by the Legates, that Antoninus was 
flain, judging he had buffered fufficient Puniffi- 

ment for his Perjury, by the Murthcr’s being 
returned upon his own Head x , and pleafed 
with having all the Captives and Money reftored 
without more Blood, ftrikes a League with 
Macrimis , and returns home. 

The Roman removed his Quarters from Me¬ 
sopotamia , and march’d the Army to Antioch . 


Stc 




_ nal (in all the Editions I have feen) is Tyr ki 
av'vco 'J ’LTPTXi'iMENOY ; which Politiar. , and the 
other Editors after him have omitted in their Latin Tranf- 
lations, as a Pafiage too obfeure to be underftood. Henry 
evs, in particular, fufpecls it to be corrupt or fpurious, 
and fo leaves it untranflated. But had that learned Editor 
confider’d, that there is only a fmall Error of the Libra¬ 
rian in writing r H\ey% u pitts, inftead of rdfO^wwiiy, the Senfe 
would have then plainly appeared to him to be (agreeably 
to what I have render’d it) that the Death he fo unjuftly 
inflicted upon others, was, as it were, by the Rotation of 
Fortune wheel'd back on himfelf. 
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FTER what manner Antoninus reign’d, A.D.218. 


the Confpiracy form’d againft his Lite, 
how he was (lain, and by whom fuc- 
ceded, has been related in the Book before this. 

Macrinus , after his Arrival at Antioch , writes a 
Letter to the Roman People and Senate to this 

purport. 

“ As you are no Strangers to the whole Te- 
“ nor of my pall Life; and my natural Inch 


tc nation to Lenity 


Goo 


iufhciently p le 


Reman 


cc 


CC 


u little 


CC 


efted in my Difcharge of that high Oi 
fice wkh which I was lately veiled; an Office 

Power to the Imperial Sove- 
he Emperor himfelf entrufts 
; Faith of the Prefedls of the 
it fuperfluous to detain you 


Cam 


nty; 
Safety 


fince 


I 


of Wor 


h 


you 


Meafi 


I always dilapproved the late Emperor 

we often, for your Sake 


and h 


CC 


while 


expoled my Idle to manifeft Ha 
he, ever prone to credit the moll ill-grounded 

Calumnies, was perpetually venting his Fury 


cc againft 

CC 



He 


to revile me; 



it was, that he ufed 

blame, in the molt 

“ oppro- 
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44 opprobrious Terms, my moderate and hu- 
44 mane Difpofition towards thofe who were 
44 under my Command, depreciating it with the 
64 ignominious Names of Indolence and Effemi- 
64 nacy. For, delighting in Flattery, he thought 
44 thole his affe&ionate and faithful Friends, who 
44 prompted him to Cruelty, and indulged the 
44 natural Propenfity of his Spirit, awaking his 
44 Anger by malicious Slanders. On the other 
44 hand, I, from the Beginning, was always a 
44 Lover of Mccknefs and Moderation. We 


CC 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


have therefore hnifh’d an important War with 


1 


the Parthian- wnere 


pire was 



the whole Roman Em¬ 


in which we behaved our- 


felves like Men; nor were we worfted by our 
Enemies in the Fic u 


iu 


; but made an honourr 
44 able Peace with a great Monarch at the Head 


CC 


CC 


cc 


of a numerous and puiflani: Army; and have 
now for a faithful Ally, him who before was 
a very formidable Enemy. 



44 tion final 1 be without Blood 



under 


me 


44 fhaii live fi 


*ce anu I ecu re •, 


and the Govern- 


44 ment mall appear more an 1 


l 2 x Vn .1 



a Monarchy. Nor let any contemptuoufly call 
44 it a Fault of Fortune that has 



me to 


44 this high Honour, from no nobler a Condi- 
44 tion than the Equeftrian Order: For where 


44 is the Advantage of Nobility, unlefs accom- 
44 panied with Goodncfs and Humanity ? The 
44 Gifts of Fortune are often conferred on the 
44 Undefervin.gr: but the Virtues of the Mind 

O 7 

give to every Man his proper Glory. Great- 

nefs of Birth, Riches, and every thing of this 

fort that Mankind call Happinefs, can merit 
no juft Praife; becaufe they are beftowed on 


CC 


CC 


CC 


cc 


us by other Peribns: But to fuccede by Cle- 

44 mency 
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mency and Goodnefs, as it excites Admira¬ 
tion, fo it likewife procures Efteem and Com¬ 
mendation. What Profit did you receive 
from the Nobility of 'Corn-modus? Or how 

were, you the happier from Antoninus fycced- 
ing his Father in the Empire ? Such Men, as 
it were demand the Empire by an Hereditary 

xace it 


Right 


and commonly abule and dif< 


private Patrimony: But they who receive 

it as your Gift are bound in a Bond of ever- 

lafting Gratitude-, and perpetually endeavour 

repay their Kindnefs, who are beforehand 

ition. Befides, the 


“ with them in the Oblig 


illuftr 


Defcent of 


Patrician Sovereig 


CC 


ferves to encourage them in Pride, and Con¬ 
tempt of their Subjects; whom they look 
down on, as much their Inferiors: But they 
who are railed to this Dignity from a mode¬ 
rate Power, regard it as a Reward for their 
Labours, and render their wonted Reverence 
and Honour to thofe who formerly were their 


CC 


Sup 


For my part 


my Defi 


do nothing without your Authority but to 
make ufe of your Affift 


nd Counfel in 
the Administration of Affairs: And you lhall 


« live in the Security 


Liberty, of which 


CC 


CC 


you have been deprived by thc-fe high-born 
Emperors : and which Marcus firft, and af- 


a ter him Pert max 
“ who both came ti 


being 


ed to reft ore 
rapt in private 


Swaddiins-b 


ay 


CC 


d in the Impe- 
Purple. And it is certainly better, for a 


Man to give the firft Luftre to his Family 


ennoble thofe who lhall 


afi 


« than to arrogate to himfelf the Glory of his 


“ Proge- 
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Progenitors, and 

O J 

flagitious Morals 

o 


Rain 


Nobility by his 


35 


Behaviour This Letter being read, the Senate exp refs’d 

their Approbation in loud Acclaims, and voted 


oi iMacri- 
nus. 


11 the Augnftan Hono 


♦ • 


rejoicing 



not 


that Macrinus had fucceded 


Antoninus was taken off' 


Event they 


look’d upon fo fortunate, that they celebrated 
with public Feafts and mutual Con 


For every 


(and efpecially they of fup 


Authority or Office) efleemed this happy Turn 
as a Removal of the impending Sword from his 


Neck 


The Informers, and Slaves who had 


cufed their Mailers, were foon committed to 
the Gibbet *, and all the City, and indeed al 


moft the whole Roman Empire were rid of thefe 
inifchievous Creatures *, Part of whom were ex¬ 
ecuted, Part driven into Exile; and if fome few 

hid and efcaped Puniihment, Fear hinder’d them 
from being any mere troublefome : So that the 
Romans enjoyed an uninterrupted Security; and 


appe 


Refemblance ot Liber 




ty during that one Year Macrinus reigned. In 


ly he was to be b 


that he did 


Run, 

J 

tixens 


^mediately difmifs the Army, and fend every 

own Home, and haften himfelf to 
longed for his Prefence, all her Cl¬ 


one to his 


i r ? 


liy 


O 


loud 


on 


his N 


InRead ot v/hich, he fpent his Time at Antioch , 
nourifhing his Beard, and walking with an eafy 

, being exceeding flow and fparing 

' iJ O I O 


creeping Pace 


t h o f« 


and 



in fo low a Voice, that very often he 
could not be heard. In this he a fief ted the phi¬ 
losophical Behaviour of Marcus •, but forgat to 

imitate 
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eft of his Life. For he g 


I li llL ClLV- - T \ 

into Voluptuoufnels more and more every Lay, 
arnufmg himfelf with the Diverfions made by 

Ss- quite ca?elefs about the Admh.iftrat.on of 

Public Affairs; He wore Clafps ami Belts finely 

embellilhed with Diamonds let in Gold: Which 

kind of Luxury i.^ anm,rpH bv the 

Roman Soldiers •, 


•t not 
who 


upon 


fuiting Barbarians and Beau 



could 


were toon 


nd therefore 

i -- -/• ^ 

be reconciled to it ^ but 


r - difoufted at his manner of Living 


b’ 


nd 


JLUVJll VllJ vk '' 1 -- ^■, r\ 

^ effeminate for a Man of mihtary Charafter 

Thev reflefted on Antoninus s part Lite _ 
ting his aftive Soldier-like Behaviour m Con 


aft with Man 


Delicacy 


they defpifed 


parifon of the foi 


Wha 

added ftill to their indignation was, that, 

while they lay encamped in a ^ re 'f Jounti), 
were fometimes very Scanty of the INcceli 


home, inf Time, 'as'they thought, ofumverfal 

Peace thev faw Macnnus wantoning in Delica 
. c 5 m' lUmfplfin all kinds ol Luxuiy. 


and could not be pci 


to return 


T here! 


fli 


off 


Reins of Gover 


men:, they began to defame him behind his 


Back; and wifli’d for 


Excufe, tho 


fo 


rid themfeives ol the troublelom bur 
dciV™ And Fate had decreed, that Macnnus m 
to reign in Plcafure but one Year, and then 
lofe both Life and Empire ; Fortune loon (hew 


Soldiers a fr' 1 ' 11 snil weali ' l)ut ’ ; ' s 

tD 


thought, a 


ble R 


for executing 


they fo earncftly uefned 


There 
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% 

ii. D.219. There was a Phoenician Woman, named Me- 

fa-> of Em efits a City of Phoenicia • who was Sifter 


2L U.GPil- 


talus, 

Pried of J 


tiie Sun. 


Julia the Wife of Se 
Mother; during 


and Antoninus’s 
whofe Life Mafa had lived 
many Years at Court in the Reigns of Sever us 
and Antoninus ; but, after her Sifter’s Death, and 
the Aflaflination of Antoninus , had removed, by 
Macrinuss Command, with all her Effedts, in 

in her 


pals the Remainder of her Life 
Country. She was enormoufly rich 


lived many Years under the Influence and Pro¬ 
tection of Imperial Power; and being now 

grown old, refided at her native 


Home 


This 


Woman had two Daughters 


the elder named 
Sodinis, the younger Mamma a ; the former of 
whom had a Son called Bcjjiamis , the latter 


/i 


$ 


i ilexiamts , both educated under their Mothers 
and Grandmother. Bajjianus was about fourteen 
years old; but Alexianus was not yet advanced 
above the tenth vear. They were both Priefts 


of the Sun; 
with Angular Devotion, calling him, in the Phce 


which Deity the Natives worfhip 


Lang 


G*P 



a 


A rnoft mag 


ftrangcly divided about the 


tins Syrian Got!, and his young Pried, afterwards Emperor 
of Rome. What Hcrodian here calls Hd.cagabalus , others 
Write Ala gab alas, Elaga balus, Hda'cgahalus , Helicgabalus , 

and the Emperor is often call’d in fhort, Gabalas. ^Befides 
this Variety of Names, our learned Sddm, m his Trcatifc 
P r Diu by ns, Syntagma ii. has another of his own Con¬ 
jecture, differing from all the former; and will have the 

right Term to be Agalabalus , from AM-Baal 

the round Lord. But I am afraid this Criticifm fs a little 
too drain’d; arid ieems rather waking than finding the Ety¬ 
mon. For the leveral Names above mentioned, tho’ there 

appears inch a Divcrhty mthe Letters which cornpofe them, 
nu'.y all be born, and well enough accounted for, the Dif- 
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nificcnt Temple is built to him, fpiendidly 
adorn’d with Silver, Gold, and Brillant Stones 
of great Value. Nor is lie only worlhipped by 
thelnhabitants of the Country, but all the neigh- 


ference between them being only in their Vowels; which 


every one, who has the leaft Acquaintance with the Ori¬ 
ental Languages, knows to be far lefs conudeiable than tne 

Confonants. Thefe latter 


___ _ the radical fundamental 

Charafters,' which diftinguilh between Word and Word j 
whereas the former are not dignified with the i itle of 
betters, being only Marks or Feints to duett the a renun¬ 
ciation; arnf molt of them are fo minute, that no great 
Strefs can be laid on them, inalinuch as they aie oiten put 
one for another by the Eaftern Writers themfelycs, confe- 

quently are more liable to be varied and conlounded by 
1 * ’ This appears inconteltably plain, not 

- T n • a-L „ rn _ 0^4- 


Europe 


numberlefs 


Sep 


alfo 


& 


opean 


. # iiiLl UVIWI ^ - 

^.. And tho’ there is often great Confu- 

iion m the*Confonants of Words derived from the Oriental 

Languages, which, palling through fo many Nations and. 

xrv*. 


tied 


ent Idioms; yet this can hardly be the Cafe with the Word 
under Confideration ; fince ’tis more than pi obaole,^ tnau 
this young Prieft, coming immediately liom liis own Coun¬ 
try, knew the right Name oi his God too well to be 1111 1 - 
taken : And accordingly, in the Inlcriptions on the Altars 
and Medals Hill extant, his always found, ALAG ABALVS, 
or ELAGABALVS. 

Nor indeed does Mr. Seldt.ns Etymology. feem to be 
very accurate or inllruftive; much lels does it well cone- 

J _ - • 1 rr )• V'„.. 


Defcript 

is this Ayalabalus , or Round Lord. 

•b 9 _ ^ . 7 * 


For what 




Wheel 


fuperfu 

or Brim oi a 


or 


circular , 


as a 



in which Senle we 


find it in 1 Kinvs vii. where the Circumference of So¬ 
lomon's molten Sea is delcribcd; which was cxatlly round; 


tho’ the Ratio of the Diameter to the Periphery is very m- 

correft in the Text, viz. as 1 to 3, agreeable enough, per¬ 
haps, to the Learning of the 7 evs m thole Times, and 

the little Skill the Hiitorian had in Geometrical Propor- 

lions. 
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bouring Viceroys and Barbarian Kings fend 


every Year very Juperb Offer 


and Prefents 


excefiivc Value 


But he Iras no Image made 


by Elands, erefled as among the Greeks and Ro 


tions. 


buy 


riac Dialed, orbicularly or fphcrically round, consequently 
is a proper Epithet for the Sun ; dill it anfwers not the 
Form of this Image ; which, Herodian tells us, was conical'., 
and that the Rcfemblancc it bore to the Sun, confilted not 
fo much m it’s Figure, as in the little Protuberances pro¬ 
jecting from it’s Plane, which the Syrians fancied to repre- 
fent the Sun; as if thefe Projections typified the Emana¬ 
tions of Light diddled from that glorious Luminary. And 
a conical, or pyreimidica!, Form was always taken by the 
Ancients as a Symbol or Emblem of Heat or Fire; but 
not as an Image of the Sun’s Figure; which the Ancients, 
as well as wc, thought fpherical. Whence the Epicurean 
in Cicero, De Nat. Deor. lib. i. contemptuoufly calls him, 

CcluhiloK Dam;, a reveling God , 

r I he Etymon then of this Syrian God’s Name mull cer¬ 
tainly be *7 2 "' / K El-gabal, in the Roman Idiom Elaga- 
balus, or ( which is much the fame) Alagabalus ; in the 






Iicbi 


r 

the Sun, 'Lx: 

H ^ bs Elah, God. This Etymon is efpoufed by the learned 

Salma fins ; who fays, the Syrians call’d this Deity 
Alagabal, or Gcd of a Mountain. In which Interpretation, 
I believe, the learned Critic is miftaken : For the drift Sig¬ 


nification of 
or Limit. I 




y be put for a Moun¬ 
tain, bccaufc the Extents of Countries among the Ancients 
were commonly bounded by Mountains (which is the Rea- 
fon the Greeks likewife exprefs’d a Mountain and a Bound 

by the fame Letters) yet the literal Acceptation of 
Cabal, feems much the bed to denote the Power of this 

God; who was call’d Alagabal, or God of Bounds , 

a very proper Appellation for the Sun; who by his diurnal 
and annual Revolutions not only bounds the Days, Years, 

cographical Divifions 


b c. 


but is the Source of all thofe G 


b 


ing to his various Rifuigs, Settings, and Declinations. Hence 
too the Greeks call the Limits or utmoll Extent of our SLht 


4 


on 
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bearing the Figure or Refemblance of the 
but inftead of this there is a huge Stone, 


God : 

of a circular Bafe, and gradually lefTenin 


cr 

iD 


up 


Globe Horizon, or Boundarv. in which 


Ck 


Sun always makes his firft and laft Appearance. In this 


b 


o 


for 


the Name of this young Prieft. Nor can I ice how the 
great Scaliger is fo much to blame, as Mr. Selder would 
make him, for taking the Words, Ijie Gabalus , This Ga- 
bnlus , in the Epigram cited by Cupitolinus (in Mxceino) 
to allude to the Emperor Hdtogabalus. For tlio 1 G ihnlus 
fignifies a Crofs or Gibbet, yet it evidently is deduced from. 

Gab a l, he bounded ; becaufe Malefactors were formerly 
hung on Gibbets eretted at the Boundaries or Limits of cer¬ 
tain Diitridts ) as every one who is converfant in the Writ¬ 
ings of the Ancients fufficiently knows. And that the Li¬ 
mits of Lands were diitinguifh’d by huge Stones of a py¬ 
ramided Figure, like this Idol, appears from that PalTage 
in Homer, Iliad, xii. ji 446 j which Virgil has imitated, 

iEneid. xii. f 896, &c. 

Spartian s Doubt, whether this Deity was the Jupiter 
(as he phrafes it) or the Sun of the Syrians, is trivial, the 
Difference being inconfiderable, or rather none at all. For 
it was common among all Nations to call their principal 


Deity, Th 


O 

o 


ddefs, fix'd izoyiir, by vjay of 


ncncc. . The other Titles given him, were to exprefs their 


the 


1 * > 


his Bounty: And 


tries. 


knows 


’f 


themfelves, ;and confounded with their 


• i 


9 • 




7 


In the Theology of the Heathen, the Sun was often the 
principal Deity; and fome of them owned no other God; 
An Inltance of which we have in Hir -.d'tus, lib. j. 

R • itf/'i -t.-C 1 


uev 


~ r> - 

• M:v 


lew T ft) dJXC’l 17Wr, 


Jinp but One God, the Sun ; to whom th •’ f 

th :_L 


Hordes - 


that lets Bounds to H-anocn and Barth. And it lee;<1.3 to be 

f > 9 + - % 


To thee, [is] the Da)', to thee the '.tight 

the Luminary and the Sun. Thou haji 
gebuloth, Bounds ?/ the Earth, 
the Summer, and the Winter', Pfal. lxxiv. 16, 17. 


ns God i 

* 

apt , fitted 

■fi*x the hlTim 

jl fajhioneex 



ards 
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wards, till it ends in a lharp Top, like a Cone. 
Its Colour is black : And there is a facred Tra¬ 
dition, that it fell from Jupiter. There are cer¬ 
tain Imminences or Protuberances in the Stone, 
repredenting fever ai Forms •, which, when they 
look on, they perfuade themfelves, is the genu¬ 
ine Image of the Sun, made without Hands. 
To this God then Buffi anus was High-Prieft 
(for being the elder Brother, the holy Function 


was 


principally perform’d by him) appearing 


in a Barbarian Habit. His Gown was purple, 
wrought with Gold it had long Sleeves, was 
girded with a Safh, and hung down to his Heels 
his Feet and Legs were covered with embroi¬ 
dered Purple of the fame fort, quite from his 
Nails to his Thighs. On his Head he wore a 

O 

florid Crown, fparkling with Diamonds and 
precious Stones of various Colours. Befides, 
he was in the Bloom of his Youth, and the 
handfomefl: of all the young Men of his Age. 
All thefe Advantages uniting, the Beauty of his 
Perfon, the Flower ot his Youth,, and the Finery 

of his Drefs, he might very well be likened to 
the beautiful Images of the God Bacchus. 

Mrfa per- It happened, while he was performing Divine 
fuadcs the Service, and dancing in Chorus, after the Bar- 

n 11' J L j / 


Soldiers 


to a 


Re _ barian Cuftom, round the Altar, to. the Sounds 
hellion. Flutes, Pipes, and all forts of Inftruments, that, 

among others, the Reman Soldiers flood gazing 
on him with uncommon Curiofity, knowing him 
to be of the Imperial Blood, and the Splen¬ 
dor and Beauty of his Perfon attracting the 
Eyes of all the Spectators. For at that Time 
the whole Army that defended Phoenicia was 
encamped in the Neighbourhood of that City : 
Though afterwards they removed, as we final 1 

fhew 
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ihew in its Place. The Soldiers therefore daily 
reforted to the City, and frequented the Temple 
to hear Divine Service-, at which they took 
great Pleafure to look at the young Prielt, with 
lome of their Fellow-Soldiers, who had fled 
thither from Rome , and were Attendants of 
Mafa. She, as they Food admiring the Boy, 
tells them (whether true or falfe, is uncertain) 
that however he might be thought to be another 
Man’s Offspring, he was in reality the Natural 
Son of Antoninus; who had deflowered her 
Daughters, when they were very young and fair, 
while Tie refided at Court with her Sifter. This 
Story the Soldiers related to their Comrades *, 
and in a fliort time the Report fpread through 
the whole Army who were told at the fame 
time, that Mafa had immenfe* Heaps of Mo¬ 
ney, which fire was ready to diftribute among 
the Soldiers, provided they would declare in 
favour of her Family, and bring about the 

Reftoration. 

The Soldiery prefently came into the Propo¬ 
fol, and promiled, that if flie would come with 
her Family fecretly by Night to the Camp, they 
would open the Gates, receive all that belong’d 
to her, and declare Baffianus Emperor and Son 
of Antoninus. The old Lady readily accepted 
the Offer, refolving to hazard every thing, ra¬ 
ther than live in a private abjed Condition : 
And having left the City fecretly in the Night, 
accompanied with her Daughters and Granclfons, 
and efcorted by the Deferters, fhe came to the 
Camp, and was eafily admitted. Immediately 
on their Entrance, the Soldiery faluted the Boy 
by the Name of Antoninus , clothed him in a 
purple Robe, and proteded him within the 

. R 2 Works, 


She is re¬ 
ceived, 
with her 
Family, 
into the 
Camp. 
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Worl 


Then, having brought in their Chil 


4 rcn and Wives, and all they had in the neigh¬ 
bouring Fields and Villages, together with a 

they fhut the 

to fuftain a 


fu(ticlent Quantity 


Gates, 

Siege, 


y 



in cafe the Camp fhould be invefted 


Meter him 


Macrinus was loitering at Antioch , when 


fends 7 «-News was b 


i 


of which 


lu 


an a- 


gaiiill the 

O 

Rebels. 


loon reach’d the other Camp 


that a Son 


of 


Antoninus was found, and that Julia's Sifter 


**** - ~ “ - j 

All this was received and credited, and 


Sums of 



to 


Sol 


1 


t xers.. 


foon fufpended 


e 


Minds of the He 


who. 


before for a Revolution, through 


Hatred to Man 


we 


n 


now more in¬ 


cited, by RefpsCt to the Memory of Antoninus 


and 


was the ftrongeft Motive of 
Hopes of fharing in Mo*fa's Largefles 


the 


So 


Numbers deferted,. and fled over to the 
Antonine. 



. at Macrinus , making light of 
the whole as a puerile infignificant Affair, and 
keeping up his wonted AJertnefs, continues 
himfclf at home, and only, fends one of his Pre¬ 
lects, with afufKcient Body (as hefuppoled) to 


1 


Rebels 


'Julia)! IS 
beheaded, 
and the 


l 


Julie, 


Prefect’s Name) put 


Be 



deelare 
for Auto- 
vim. 


Corps under Motion, and advanced to 
Works. As he made his Approaches,, the 
fieged mounted the. Turrets and Battlements, 
held up the Boy to the Soldiers without, and 
ialuted him Son of Antoninus v, at the fame time 
{hewing them Bags of Money, a very powerful 
Incentive to Treafon. The Soldiers,, believing 


be Antoninus's Son 


exactly 


Father (for they perfuaded their Eyes to fee th 
Refemblance) without longer. 


Hsfitation 



hold 



£ i Q 


MacriNus. 




hack to Macrinus 


off his Head, and fent it 
File they unanimo'ufiy en¬ 


ter’d the Camp, the Gates bci 




opened 


i or 


• Recepti 
fufFicient 


The Army, thus reinforced, 
ly to (land a Si 


bu 



out and give the Enemy regular 



Befides 


Power increaled 


and 


by the Acceffion ol 1 


y 


arrived in imall Parties, yet coming conftantly 


N 


y Day, very conliderably 


tneir 


« A * A w * • 

The News of this made Macrinus col left 
ole Army* and match immediately, in or 


m's 


befiege the Rel 


quer o 


Kuc Antoni,>e Kj iortk ; .. a nms 
Forces; who foam’d now to wait tin rr.ey uw;:y . 


were bdieged; but with great Alacrity and Cou¬ 
rage, came out to meet Macrinus , and engage 
with him in the open Field. I he two Ar- 


joined Battle 


the Confines of Ph 


and Syria. Antonine's Party charged with grea 
Spirit and Vigour, well knowing the fatal Con 


feq 


of 


Defeat, and what Punifhment 


y muft expeft for their Rebellion 


On tile 



contrary, Macrinus'’s Soldiers were very 
anddanguid, and great Numbers went ever * 

.the Enemy in the Aftion. Which Macrin 




seeing, ana fearing left, being ftript of his Powc 


a n d 
Contumely 


Captive 


fhould be treated with 


1 




few Centm 


whom he 


t the dole of the Day, while the 
ft ill lafted, he throws off his Imperial 
Robe, and every other Symbol of Dignity, and 

attended only v 

thought moft faithful to him, fecretly mal 
his Elcape. He had fliaved off his Beard, that 
lie might not be known, and affumed the Ha¬ 
bit of .a Traveller •, in which Difg 

R 3 




f 


with his 

1 lead 
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Head always cover’d, he fled Day and Night, 
with fo much Celerity, that he even out-ftripp’d 
the Fame of his ill Fortune. For the Officers 
hurried along their Carriages with great Expe¬ 
dition, as if Macrimis was frill Emperor, and 
had fent them upon fome momentous Errand. 

In the mean time both Armies continued 


fighting 


On 


Sic 


Man 



1 


Body-Guards and Spear-Men 
Pretorians) made a brave Refill 


O 


fized and chofen Men, flood the Fo 
hole Army ; while all the reft foug 


tne 


y call 

being 


Antonins . But when, after a Iona* and obftinate 


Difpute, neither Man 




him k 


nor 


any 




o b e 


or Badge of 


the 


Imperial Dignity ap 


pea 

a lof 


A- 

L 


C 


hey of his Party 


at 


O 

O 


iat to think of it; 
er the Heaps of SI 
Caufe and fled. N( 


whether 


was bu- 
deferted 


d 


M 


¥ 

to take : For 


ey 


neither ehofe to fierht for a Perfon that was no 

:r hand. 


where to 




be found *, and, on the oth 


er\i 


f. 


themfelves as Pri- 


f, 


Jiniomne 


iers of War at the Difcretion of the Enemy. 
But when Antonine was informed by the De 


imivcrial- ferters that Maori 


ed 


fent I 


]y declar¬ 
ed Empe 

ror. 


to acquaint them 


n 


that they were but laviffiing 
ir Blood to no purpofe in the Caufe of 
ly Fugitive •, to offer a general Arnne- 



be ratified 


mofc facred O 


promife thev fhould be his Body-Guar 


5 . 


This was accepted •, and they 


Antonine \ 
tely di 


o 

t-lt 


patch 


which, Panic 

to nurfiie Ml 


came over to. 
were immedi- 

inus* who 



this time was a great way off: But falling 


•r*. * 


oufiy Tick at Chalcedony a City of Bit by 


through 
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through the Fatigue of his hard travelling Night 
and Day without Intermiffion, he was found b) 


rr 


his Purfuers in a little fuburban Vill 




where 


he had hid himfelf, and his Head taken from 
his Body. 

It is generally reported he was battening to 
Rome , in Confidence of the good Attentions of 


Str 


People; but palling for Europe over the 


of the Proponti 


md having almoft 


cached Byzantium , 


fudden adverfe Wind a- 


r 


and drove him back to meet his Punifii 


ment. 


So near was Mac 


from efcap 


Purfuers; and fo ignominious a Death was 


Lot 


endeavouring to return 


Rome , and to do that laft, which 


firft Step 

But he u 

fel and F 


fhould in Prudence have taken: 


happily 


Ihort both in Coun 


This I 


met Macr 


and his Son Diadumenia 


whom 


had 


C<efa 

ther. 


fhared 


Fate of his unfortunate Fa 


After the whole Army had gone over to 
Antonine , and faluted him Emperor, having re¬ 
ceived the Government, and fettled every thing 
in the Eaft that required immediate Regulation, 
he continued fome little time under the Tuition 
of his Grandmother and the Friends he had 
with him in thofe Parts (for himfelf was young 
in Years, and unexperienced both in Bufinefs 
and Learning) and then makes ready for an 
Expedition to Rome , at the urgent Perfuafion 
of Mefa ; who made all poffible Hafte to re¬ 
turn to the Roman Court, where fhe had fo long 

refided. But when the Senate and People heard 
what was done, they received the News with 
great Difguft: Neverthelefs, they were obliged 

R 4 to 



Jntonlve 

performs 

the Cere¬ 
monies to 

his Coun¬ 
try-God. 
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w 

to fubmit to the Army’s Choice; but con¬ 
demn’d a thou And times the Indolence and Su- 
pinenefs of Macrinus \ and Aid, the Evil that 

imputable to no other 


h ad 


befallen him was 


Perfon but himfelf. 


hilonhie It 


L 


from Sy 


arrived at 


Nkomedia ; where he wintered, as the 


Year dem 


He prefently fell to his 


. fanatic Revels, executing; his Acerdotal I 


tion, in which he was bi 


to 


Country 


God, with all its fantaftic Forms- and Gcfticu- 
lations. He wore very coflly Drcffes of Purple 
wrought with Gold, with the richeft Collars a- 

ms *, and 

tones of 


C 


his Neck, and Bracelets on his Ar 
jwn of Gold, fet with precious f 

us Colours, furrounded his Head 


for 


of a Turl: 


I 



was fomething 


between the long Acred Stole of the Phoenicians, 
and the foft effeminate Finery of the Medes. 
Reman cr Grecian Garments he utterly abomi¬ 
nated, faying they were made of Wool, the 
eaneft of Materials. Nothing pleafed his Fancy 


but the finefl: filken Manufa&ui 


S) 


Looms; in which he appear’d in public eelebr 


e> 


the Orgies of his God 


Sounds 


Pipes and Tabors. Mafa was greatly difpleafed 


sit thefe Pt 


j 




and end 


fuade him by Inti 


flie 


his Habit, and take a Roman Robe 


O 


Citv and 


the Senate-houfe, it might give great Offence 
to the SpeCtatcrs, to fee him in a loreign Drcfs 
entirely Barbaric, to which thev were unaccu- 
domed ; and look’d upon Rich fine Ornaments 
as becoming Women better than Men. But h 

ddpuecl the Words of the old Woman ; nor 

^ * 

w o u 1 d 
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ould hearken to any other Perion 
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For 


none come 


but fuch as were of the 


Principles with himfelf, and a Sett 
Flatterers to iooth him in his Folly 


And 


bein 0 " willing to make the Sight of the Flabit 


familiar 

■ 


Roman Senate 


People, and 


„y, while abfent, how they would bear it, 

he had a large Picture drawn ol himfeli at lull 
Length, exaftly reprefenting him in the public 


Execution of his PrieiLOffice 


And in the 


lame Piece was the Figure of his Country 


God, whofe C 


he was performii 


Ordc 


Senate 


Phis Painting he fent to Rome 
put it up in the middle ot the 
a very high Place, dire&ly over the Statue ot 

Victory *, that at the meeting ot the Senate, every 
Member might burn Incenfe and make Liba¬ 
tions of Wine to the Picture. He likcwiie pafs’d 


Edia 


all 


Roman Magifti 


they who officiated at public Sacrifices, ffioi 
before all the Deities they had occafion to m 
tion in Divine-Service, pay the firft Re)peed 


God HcUagabalus 


Vv he 


he 


Rome 


I 


we 


before deferibed, the Sight did not much He comes 


the Rot, 


furpri 

pared 

giaries being diftributed 


bee au fe 


i * - 1- 


by the Pidtui 


to Rowe, 

y were pie- , * 

J * and per- 

i no uuiiu Con-forms th: 


'v 1 


to the People for his Jam 


C 


fcceffion to the Imperial Thron-; he publifli 


^ T 


a great variety of magnificent dial iumptuous 

- And having built a g , !rK ‘ :m d beauti- 


i 


Temple 


of Alt 


to his God, with r 

efted round about 


thither every 


Morn 


Hcc 


Ol 


C T> 


KJ - 

O’ 


and 


and 


/cat Number 
he repaired 
inccd whole 

Number 




t 

Altars with Heap 


4 \ i 
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aromatic Odours of 


every kind, and pour 
before their Bales Firkins of the old eft , 




cheft Wines, till the Streams of Blood min 0 * 

£> 


led with Vv 


about the Tempi 


At 


the lame time he led his Chorufes round the 


Altars, to the Sounds of 


forts of muftcal 


Inftruments; and Women of his own Country 


danced 


him 


Circles about 


Alt 


with Cymbals or Tabors in their Hands-, while 

and Equeftrian Orders 


the whole Sen 
ftood in a Ring, 


The 


The I: 


eiembling the Au 




of the Sacrifices, and 


the fpicy Oblations, were carried in golden 
Vefiels, not by Servants, or Men of mean Con- 


but 


» 


51s of the C 


great Officers bore them on their Heads, and 
march’d in folcmn State, girded in Tunics 
reaching down to their Ancles, with lon<* 
Sleeves, after the Phccnidan Falliion, and bear & 


were 


Purple in the middle l '. Their Shoes 


Li 


fuch 


o 

Cl 


Prop! 



ofe Countries wear : And he thought. 

honoured every one whom he made Partak 
thefc religious Ceremonies. 

But tho’ he feemed to be perpetually 


Rit 


great Numbers 


Chorufes, and officiating at holy 
yet he found Time to put to death 

luftrious and wealthy Per- 
fed to him as diilikine and 


deriding his Method of Life 


-le 


led 


Lath 


a 


y hi 

Romans ; 


of the nob]eft Families among the 


whom he honoured with 


Title 


’’ By on c Par fie here mu ft be underitood one Stripe of 
Purple in the middle of the Garment, call’d by the Greeks 

w / A • 1 1 7 l VN * 


£ Jib V ^ /. 


l\iiddh-Purj)lr. Blit of the Latiela^oian Tu¬ 


nic of the Remans , fee the Note \ p. \a?. 


of 



\NTONINE. 


l\ l>J I l 9 1 JL j • 225 

of Augufta *, but not long alter, he divorced 

her and ordered her to be degraded oi her 

" '' 1 T "' as a 


Honours 
private Pei 


P 


the red of her Li 


After her 


in love. The Obic6 


to do iomething at lead like 

tended to fall 
fion was one oi 
her lac red Crdc 


he might feem 

Man) he pre- 


P 





5 l’ics a Ve- 


and 


Virgin to the End of Lite-, 

hiving forced her from the Temple of the God- 
clefs, 'and the holy Conclave of Virgins, he kept 
her as a Wife and wrote a confolatory Letter to 
the Senate, who were much offended at this Sa- 


and Sin 
his Fault 


n- 


obferved 


___ ^ if it might be fo call’d, was the 

Effeft of human Paffion; . for that he was defpe- 
rately in love with the Girl; and that the Mai- 
riao-e of a Pricftefs to a Prieft was very Suitable, 
and reflected Reverence on the facicd Function. 
Notwithstanding all this, he foon put hei a\v ay 
alfo, and married a third Wile, laid to be one 

of the Relations ol Com?hcdus. 

He not only thus fported and trifled withM« 

human Matrimony, but he muff hkewifc finer ^ 
out a Wife lor his God; and accoicungly len> 


for the facrcd Image oi Falla 


which the Ro¬ 


wans 


world ip kept in fccret from human Lyes, 
and had it brought into his own Bed-chamber. 

rU,,n ✓-‘Uiv-wl t r\ rlifnlk’CG tllC 'P&llttdiilttl) tllflt 

e Time it came 
Temple was de- 


1 hus he dared to 
had never been mo 
from Ilium, except 




t;; 


ire 


convey the Go 


the Imperial Palace, in ordc 


r to 


into 
brate her 


Nuptials with his God 


But, foon after, he 


faid. his God did not like a warlike Wife clad 

Armour j and therefore he commanded, 

to 
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to fetch from Carthage the Image of Urania ; 
which the Carthaginians , and all the Inhabitants 
of Libya , worfhip with fuperlative Devotion. 

Dido 



For, they fay, it was fir ft ere&ed 
the Lhccnkian , when fhe built ancient Carthage 
on the Ground (lie compafs’d with an Ox’s 

Hide cut into Thongs, lifts Goddefs the Li¬ 
byans call Urania L ; but the Phoenicians will have 
her to be the Moon, and give her the Title of 
Ajlroarche h Antonins therefore lent for the 
Image, together with all the Gold in the 


If cither of theft 


f v < v/ * m \/ A Li I V 

Lil’xeu/, or the Phoenician, Nanie of this Goddefs, nothing 
can be more inaccurate orabfurd. And vet this piece of 
Vanity is very common among the Greek Writers: who oft 


& 


5 


Men 


A r J J ” " - ^ V a l 

in the World, tho’ ever fo ancient or remote, talk’d Greek. 
Urania, Heavenly, and Jfi retire he, tgueen of the Stars, are 
Greek Appellations appofite enough to exprefs the Idea the 
Gat t!.• a^itiiatis and Phoenicians had of the State and Power 

But they have no more Analogy to the 
the Deity by thefe refpedive Nations, than 
the Relation all the Europeati Languages 


Goddefs 


4 


liderable in many Words even of our own and other modern 
Tongues; as is vifible enough to every one that has the leaft 

'I *11 . t tt : . 


Skill in Oriental Learning. Hence _ __ 

cients who underftood no more than the Greek and Roman 
Languages feldom went further back to inveifigate theSource 
of thole Terms they endeavour’d to explain. Thus the 
Name of the great God or Goddefs of the /ifiatic and African 

Nations, call’d in the Sacred Writing ^2 Baal, by other 

Bat, Bala, Bel, Belenus, Behn, Belis,, Sec-. Sec. has by fonve 

Greek Critics been derived from JBC ©., Belos, a Dart, to 

exprefs (lay they) the Swiftnefs of his Thunder, or’the 

Sharpnefs of the Rays of Light darted from the Sun ; to 

* « — ^ * 

Far- 


hiefied 


aartme. 




Jupiter from J 


her in Bully, De Nat. 
vans pater, The help- 
feem fo abfurd in the Name 


o 


( 
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^ 



?, faying, 


/I 

a 


very 


agreea 


the Sun and the Moon would be 
ble Match : And ; 


t 


the fam 


Of a Lath, Deity, were it not that 6c ancient to call’d 


7 on.! i/pi ter f and 7 

faci 


i 


■°nrv j 


'J it -jo, 1 help, may proceed from J 

V 4 « j 1 A A 1 


from ycho'-va.) 1 not pu 

than what Dependance 
from Baal: But that t 1 

dneed from the European, t 


1 cujl 
Aft at 


In 


JJI 


the hrit part of its Compofition, *ArwAjtro«, a ttar, bear 

feme little Refemblance to the Sound of the Name given 

this Deity by the Phoenicians ; which according to Vano, 
Cieero the LXX, and others, was Af arte, m the Old Te- 

itrni* hmnpn nv flu* 


nnr.e’V Ajbtmd 


ancient Sidonians. 


ould be naufeous 
7 ea.vijh Rahbim ; 


Word fignifies 


Sheep 


fo call’d,, becaufe flic enrich’d 
and a great deal of Stuft ol this fort 


Nor 


may be found in their Comments. . r 

exeat Scalier more worth regarding, who in his Cmi»- 
“ . ,1,.. ivrh Book of fW. De ling. £«/<». would !m- 


Afht 


N umbei 


The Rea- 


rl “anXr^ be" confefs’d, is very ob to 
but the moll probable Conjeftare, in my Opinion, is, that 

(he was fo calWtrom the Power Ihe was luppofed to have 
v/ ' u - . r A •_EW thr H/'hre'W Word 


m 


the. Generation of Animals, 


’Breed of Young; as appears from Dcutenn. vn. 13. whe e 
J Around, thy Coni,, and thy 

0/ .v.7 j&w, nnntw 


of thy 


AJbtcrob tfoneca , Breed of thy Sheep 


What feems 
Herodotus , lib. v. fays 


to corroDonuc uus n nt he- 

the call’d her Alitat, and, lib. 1. AUtt -, not be 

caufe the Arabic Halilath llgnifies a ycmgMom, as Scahga 

Berts, but becaufe foe was clteemed the Goddels ol Gem- 


ration. 
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time demanded immenfe Sums of Money to be 

brought as a Portion for the Goddefs. 


ratlov, as the Term Aliita 


km 

i 


yj 


) 


begat, evident]/ implies. 


7 


Various and innumerable are the Appellations given by 
the Heathens to their Deities. And thole Critics who pre¬ 
tend to make them exactly corrcfpond in different Nations, 
undertake a frivolous and vain Labour. They were al¬ 
ways confufed among the fame People; for then as now 

_ 1 __ il Trr n » i i , A, _ y 


had 

» xx — * 

Seft of Priefts taught a different Doctrine 


every 


~ -, and every 

Writer gave a different Account of God. If therefore wc 

dmit any Diftin&ion at all, ’tis little better than a Sole- 


u 


ci[m to lay. Such a Divinity of one Nation is the fame 
with fuch a one of another. The Moon , among the Romans, 
was fometimes call’d Diana, fometimes Ludna, and fome- 

. • fV/ A 1 -_ ^ 


7 


% 


others, the Diana, of the Phoenicians ; both of which were 
often confounded, and taken one for the other: So that 


the Difpute is 


about Words 


Vir%tl and Horace 
s Juno, that beino- 


test of Hoasjcn by the Romans 
wnoie women at the time of their Travail call’d her Juno 
Luchra, as we find her invoked in Terence: But to think 
iiom thence, that the Africans and the Rctnaus lined in every 
Particular the fame Notion of her Power, is ridiculous; 
imee, as we have juft now hinted, ’tis hard to find any two 
Pcrfons in thefe our own Times, whofe Ideas of the Deity 
are exactly the fame. Hnodian here calls her Urania, 

ell enough to the Wife of Bal~ 
Nor is it abfurd to fuppole. 


Hca 

/ * ' * - - 

Jamcn , The Lord of 


IJ 


* y ------- y - * ^ ^ AT VIA 

to this Goddefs herfelf, as well as to what they call the 


7. 

founded in all the Gods. 


For the Sex is often con- 

pi ' 


very Goddefs mentioned by Plautus ; who, in his Comedy 
intituled Pamelas, introduces Hanna a Carthaginian talking 

m the Punic Tongue; who, after being derided by an ill? 
ttiate petulant Criydonian Slave, cries out; Gnneb 


/. f ih rui.n 
written) T:u 
Iieaven 


Lebalft 


Words 


arc a 




a 


R 


ague 


Qu 


4 


The 



A N T O N I N E. 229 

The Image being arrived, and placed in the 
fame Room with his God, he proclaims a ge- 


The chief Caule of that great Confufion of Sexes and 
Numbers in the Names afcribed to the Deity by all Nations 
feems to be this. When they would expreis the high Ideas 
they had of God’s Might andMajefty, as well as Good- 
nefs, they commonly invoked hun by a mafeuline Name ; 
but if they meant to lignify their Senfe of his Lenity and 


Compafiion, even 


Jud 


they 


chofe to addrefs him in the fofter Appellations of the Fe¬ 
male Sex. Not that they grofsly imagined the lame Di- 
ftinclion of Sexes in the Deity as in Creatures; for they 
often confounded it in the fame Name. J wits is manifeltly 
of a Mafeuline Termination in Latin, and Citpido of a Fe¬ 
minine ; vet the former was adored under the Softnefs 0 1 

J « r r r . 


Worn 


’pick 


Greek arid Latin Poets. Arift ethanes gives her a Malculii 


Aph 


Nor is this to be deem'd a 


mere poetic Licence; for the fame Confufion of Sexes may 
be feen in their Hiftorians and Orators. Dmiofbencs be¬ 
gins his celebrated Oration n»g» Sr i<p. with thefe Words 5 


SsOK tVYOLLCU 'toCt'll Kj <VJU,- 


■j} of all, O Athenians, I befeeck 


Male and Female. 


makes 


defies, but calls them all indiferiminately Gads: And to 
pretend from fuch PafTages that ©eo? in Greek, w Bests. in 
Latin, is of the common Gender (as they call it) is a ridi¬ 
culous Figment of half-learn’d Grammaticaflers. 

As little Regard is had to Sex in the Hebrew Names of 
God in the Old Teftament. Mofes, in his pathetic Expo¬ 
stulation with God, Numb. xi. 15. addreffes him in the Fe¬ 
minine Gender, tho’ our Language will not admit the Dr- 


flinftion 


E nglijh 


Mofe 


And the Hr adit es 


Mediator between God and them, fpake to Mofes (in the 
original Hebrew) as to a Female. Concerning which Places 
nothing can be more ridiculous than the Comments of 


Mof 


other Jewij 


ter, were fo frighted, that they fpake falfe Grammar. For 

the Hebrew of the Old Teftament often gives Feminine 

Epithets to Men, when the Aftions afcribed to them are 

Woman- 
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ncral Feftival, to .be celebrated by all the Ro¬ 
man Citizens and Inhabitants 'of' Ihdy, with ail 


^ * *\ v 

Womanlih; and, on the contrary, as often ipcaks of and 
to Women in Mafculine Fxpreffions, when the Subject 
treated of is bold and manly, and the Circumstances dc- 
feribed are more proper to the Male Sex. Nor are]:.- 
fomces of this kind wanting in the belt'Heathen Authors, 
as appears to every careful and judicious header'; though 
they are badly accounted for by the low Herd of Suholiaib 
and Grammarians. But to return to the Names of the 

# I « 

Deity. The LXX frequently render 'Baalim and Baal in 

the Feminine Gender ; and St. PW himfolf does the fame 

• * 

bv the latter in Rom. xi. 4. Who have not bowed the Knee 


i 


o She-Baal. 


M 


is a very frigid and unlearned Interpolation. Not to mention 


rpjf 2/g, ■ 

Termination. 


mn* Jehovah ; the Singular Noun 


n 


ibs' Rio ah. is evident 


iD 


* * 


rv 


r ^ ^ 

d bv Herodotus) the Babylonian Gcdd 


I ^ 

pplied to My Rita (as file is 


e 


find i 


m 


Habab i. 11. compared with z Kings xvii. 30 but is alfo 

« t« • *• ■ • _ * _ . 


Appellation given to the Gou of If 

in Deut. xxxii. 17. They face feed t 

Skcdim, not E/ah ; which the Etwli/h renders, to Devil* 


* • 4 

Defrayer) 




xvii. 1. and there tranflated Almighty, is of the fame Rool 
with what they here tranflate Devils, following the Opi¬ 
nion of the LXX. Tho’ the LXX themfelves (or who¬ 
ever was the Author of the Tranflation vulgarly aferibed 
to them) were fo confcious of this Difficulty, that.they 


often omitted 


Word 


fubftituted fome 


when applied to God, 
ts Place. So that the 
nilation of the Hebrew 


Englijh Term Almighty is no Tranilation of the 
Shadai , but an Imitation of the Greek foifted in¬ 

to the Copies of the LXX by Origcn, whofc Gloifes the 
Englijh Tranilators have.too fupinely followed. For I can 
fee no Reafon, why the fame Word fhould be interureted 


ncfi. 


Mof 


// 


of his Wrath or Omnipotence, when they were taught to 


Mer 


For the Relation he 


Lore to them was, that he was the Gcd of their Fathers, 

who 
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forts of Mirth and Feafting, both public and 
private, to iolemnize the Nuptials of the two 
Deities. 


who brought them out of the Land of Egypt; ns was per¬ 
petually inculcated to them by their Prophets. This may 
fuffice to account for the Difference and indifference of 
Sex in the Names given to the Deity by all Nations. 

The next 'riling to be difeuffed is the Number. And 
here we mulldiltinguifh between the Multiplicity of Names, 
and the Plurality of Gods. The former is very great 
among their Philolophcrs; the latter is not fo numerous as 
imagined, even among their Vulgar. The Romans attri¬ 
buted the Empire of Heaven, the Sea, and Hell, to Ju¬ 
piter, Neptune, and Pluto ; whom they call Cclejlial , AAquo- 
renn , and Infernal, Jupiter. Virgil , /Eli. iv. f 638. (peak¬ 
ing of his Power in Hell, fays, Sacra Jcvi Stygio ; Rites to 
Stygian Jove. Homer, II. ix. f 457, calls him Zsu; xula.%- 
GgviSv, Subterranean Jove. Upon which, Madam Dacier 
makes this ingenious Comment ; “ Les anciens donnoient 
le Nom de Jupiter non fenlement an Dieu du Cicl, mais 
aufli au Dicu de la Mer, coniine on le voit dans Efebylc. 
Ils vouloient faire entendre par la, que c’ eftoit uiie feule 
et memc Divinite qui gouvernoit le Monde ; et c’eftoit 
fans doutc pour enfeigner cette Verite, que les anciens 
Statuaircs avoient fait des Statues de Jupiter, qui avoient 
“ trois Yeux.” ‘7 he Ancients gave the Name of Jupiter 
net only to the God of Heaven, but alfo to the God of the Sea , 
ve fee in yEfchylus. Their Dejigu in this runs, to fg'ni/y 
that it was only one and the fame Divinity, that govern'd the 
World ; and it was undoubtedly to teach this '7 ruth , that the 
ancient Statuaries made Statues of Jupiter with three Eyes. 
This learned Lady’s Remark .is certainly very juft with re¬ 
gard to many of the Ancients: But it mull Hill be owned, 
that the greateit Part had an Idea of more Gods than one. 
Ail indeed allowed one fupreme God; and their Notions 
of the fubordinate Divinities were much of the fame na¬ 
ture with thole entertained by Chrifians concerning De¬ 
vils, Angels, and Saints. 

In the Old Telhment the Word tranflated God is gene¬ 
rally the Plural Elohim. We meet with it fir ft in 

Gen. i. 1. where it is applied to the Singular Verb 
He created-, to intimate, 'perhaps, that all thofe Perfcftions 
and Honours, aferibed to their Divinities by all Nations, 


U 


<c 




<c 


cc 


c< 


/> 


■S T 


s 


or 
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The Fro- He likewife built a rich magnificent Temple 
ceilion of j n t ] le Suburbs of Rome\ to which the God was 


the God 


t i 

HcLrnru- L 

O 

talus. 


tarried in Proccfiion every Year in the height 


of Summer *, when great Crowds of Spectators 

or expressed by a multiplicity of Names and 1 itlcs relative 
to their leveral Ideas of the Supreme God, did as it were 
unite and co-opcrale in the Creation of the Univerfe. But 
as the Comment of Rabbi Bechai on this Id ace is the moll 
ienfiblc of anv of the Ji wife Commentators, and not fluffed 


r k/ * 

with filly Figments, Dreams, and Fables, lo common to 
the Talmud; cal and other Rabbinical Glolles; wc will give 

the Reader in his own Words; ItCTYD 

i cdo mnan Sra 


K 




'jk "ids' K7 cyan 


I H /«' 


nhs* pi: o’ai jnpVa ortitt on p ni*?K 

nPa nwnpn Gian tan p Kin cramp 



; tcPsa’n “fe>mn iieon. in pi 

nan rfos VuV? rm : ppa ppVa nap 
bnpaeiann :ia vm n^acian>j’Dmmi 


I 


* 

1 


DD 


hf WP “1 IPN /V DEO o 

anbtPBD ra ^ id dp Erf? 


bugs . Thus, Ifai. xix. 4. 


D^:n vmroi An# udd Eiohim, /w » 

fa y, the Lord of all Powers. Hence it is, that Wifdom docs 
not fay, El, nor Eloah, but rather Eiohim in the Plural 
Number. So again, Jofh. xxiv. 19. FIoLY Gods [A] he. 
Bccaufc he includes all Rolincjffcs. And this is the Cujlom of 
the. Language in Words expreffing the Power of inferior Be - 

Hard Lords in the Plural 

Number ; And that on account of the great Superiority of that 
Lord, and the many Kinds of Dominion in him. If (his then 
be /aid of Plfh and Blood ; how much more of the J acrid 
Name ; cf the Kinds of whufc Dominion there is no Number ; 
and frem whom all Lords deri-vc their Swav ? He is One, 
and bis Powers many ? But this Method of uniting, as it 
were, the Perfections of the Deity in a Singular Verb, is 

•jhim. 



not always obferved in the Old Teilamcnt; 
tho 1 it has a Mafculine Ending, is often referred to Femi¬ 


nine Deities, particularly to this Phanician Goudefs Afar- 

* * Tt? ft rnnteT 


y 1 9 

lr. 9 


* 1 Kings xi, 


r 

1 


or\* 


Ajhtrreth 


Blob: Tfidommi AlhterotL Goddefs of the Sidomans. Often- 

* 


tunes 
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afiembled in Cirques and Theatres prepared by 


him to pleafe the People with Race 


Plays, 


and every thing that can be fuppofed to delight 
either the Eyes or Ears*, while Feafting and 


times the Word Elohim , when relative to the True God, 
is joined with Plural Verbs and Adje&ives; and fometimes 


n 


Thus in Gen.xxxv. 7. 


Jacob is faid to build an Altar, becaufc 

D’n'wn a 

to bun. At other Times Elchim is interpreted Angels. 


baft 


D’nVso 


Meelobbn, than the Gods. Pfal. xcvii. 7. Worjhip 


D’rfwhD 


Both which Paflages 


are alluded to by the Author of the Epiftle to the Hebrews 
under the Notion of Angels. (Heb. ii. 7, 9. and i. 6.) 


Word 


Writer 


fober 


1 x 

ill which Places it appears, that the Religion of 
Heathen was not fo contemptible as is vulgarly- 
imagined ; fince there is occafion enough given for Men to 
conceive of Numbers and Sexes in the Divine Powers, or to 
worfhip the One Supreme God under feveral Names and 
Relations. And that it was confillent with Reverence to 
the True God, to have a Belief of other Deities, is plain 
from many Places in the Sacred Writings, particularly 
that egregious Inllance given in 2 Kings xvii. where Lions 


Jud t 


Afyrians, becaufe 

not the Cuftom of the God of the Land, <vh 
a JewiJb Prielt inftruded them in the Method 
they lived fecure, fearing Jehovah, and ferving each thei 
own God; to whom they built their refpedive Temples 


Men 


of D 


or, in their own Chaldea an Dialed, Mulidtha, The Mother , 
or the Goddefs of Generation ; an Appellation well 


The Patronefs of B r 
ried into Africa ; 1 
under the Name j. 
Balt fame?/, Queen of 


Ajh 


Baljavien , or 
call’d here by our Author 


and Aftroarche, Sovereign of the 


S O 


Caroufing 
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was brought from the City 


Book V, 
The God 


this Place 





Stones, a no drawn uy ha .yr'V7 

without the leaft Spot, fuperbly harnefled with 

a i i . TYcmnincr^ rpflpctinff 3, 



with Gold and pi ccious 


by fix 


white Hones 


iety oi Colours 


Trappings refiedtin 
•i crime him fell held the 
_ any Mortal permitted to be m 
but all kept attendant aiound him 


Cl 


the De 


j 


x 


■chile he 


bad 


Ch 


d leading the Holies with his Face to the 


that he 


conftant View 


his God 


ol J. LW. J & - 

In this manner he 



the 


whole Proceffion, running backwards with the 



is in his Hands, and always keeping his 


Eyes 


on t 


he God: And that he might not 


Humble or ilip (as he could notfeewherehewent) 

the whole Way was brewed with golden Sand, 
and his Guards ran with him and fupported him 
on cither Side. The People likewile attended 
the Solemnity, running on each Side the Way 
with Tapers and Flambeaux, and thi owing 
down Garlands and Flowers as they paffed. All 
the Effigies oi the other Gods, the moil coftly 
Ornaments and Gifts of the Temples, and the 
brill ant Arms and Enfigns of the Imperial Di 


nity 


o 


..11 the rich Furniture of the Palace, 
race the Proceffion: And the Plorfe, 
reft of the Army, marched in Pomp 


before and after the Ch 


L 


When he 


the Temple, and had fet up the God, and per 
formed the’Sacrifices and Solemnities before 


merit! 

x. O vvc 



feended feveral great and hig 


for 


among the Multitude, 



and threw down 
mcl Silver Cups, 


Garments, as 


and all forts of Lit 


.1 _ 
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they were to fcramble foi 
ber of Animals both wild and tame, except 

Swine, which he abftained from accoiding to 

the Law of the 'Phoenicians. In this confuted 

Scrambling many loft their Laves 3 Lome being 

trodden under 

5 ; fo that Nu m - 

fad Effcds of that 


Foot, and others ftabbed 


wounded by the Soldiers Spcai 
bers were made to rue 
Feftival. 

He was feen every now and then either clviv- 
incr Chariots or dancing: For he had not Shame 

enough to hide his Indecencies •, but came out 


the People with his Eye-lids and Che 


painted red, degrading the genuii 


A 


his Face with the uniuv 
Colours. 

Which Mafa feeing, 

3 would be difplea 


al St 


oi 


fiditious 



and fufpcdii 


'O 


diei 


Emperor 



that if 


y 


beial him. Hie fhould again oe le-.i 



to a 


flie perfuades the fill 


■\ 7 ) 

Jin 

take 

Nan 

AL 

4.P- * 9 



oy to adopt 
her Dau 


his Coufin, her 


Grand ion 



Cafat 

nity 


This flic effeded, b 


and 


telling him, 


that ne 


and declare him 
y foothing his Va- 

fhould devote 


himfelf chiefly to the bi 

his God 3 and mind his _ 

and the Ditcharge oh his holy Office ; but th 


.1 Wo r (hip 

3 Cercmon 


it was proper 

in the Admini 


other fhould be empl 
n of human Affairs 3 


* 

w ho 


mio-ht take thr burden off his Shoulders, and 

O 


,ke his Govern 


and caly 


Bu 


no Stranger or Foreigner could be indeed fo 
fit for this as his own Coufin c 


die 


therefore 


_de a paronymic Alteration of his Name 

Alexian, the Name of his Granume, toyi/cn- 


a. 


S 3 


7 At, 
that 
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that of the royal Macedon\ being a Name not 
only renown’d and glorious in itielf, but which 
had been held in Honour by the reputed Father 
of both the Lads. For both M<efAs Daughters 
and the old Woman herfelf boafted of the In- 
cell committed with Antoninus , Son of Severusx 


the Boy 


be the better loved by 


Soldiery 


luppofed they were both 


na¬ 


tural Offspring, 

Alexander Alexander therefore was declared Qvf< 
declared ma de Conful with Antonine ; who 


atifie 


C,r/hr, 

./ 7 

and made 
Conful. 


His good 
Educa¬ 
tion. 


w 

Honours in the Senate ^ every Meml 
Houle ridiculoufly enough voting 




and 

L. > t h 

the 




1 e wus 


dered 


ly, that 


fliould be ac¬ 


counted the Father, who was about fixteen 
Years of Aee, and Alexander the Son, who then 


s almoft twelve. 

As foon as Alexander was made Qefc 


An 


endeavoured to inftriuff him in his own 


f 4 


Way of Life, to dance, lead Chorufes 
irtner in his Prieft-Office, with all 


P 


and Cei 


But Mam 


, and be 

its Ha- 
his Mo¬ 


ther, took care to keep her Son from thole lov 
unkingly Exercifes, fecretly procuring him Ma 
flers of all kinds of Learning, and inftilling in 


young Bread: fober and virtuous Princi- 

d upon him to continue the 


Ufe of the PaUftra , and all the manly Gy 



ijlic E 


and 


his Mind with 


the noble and ufeful Erudition of the Greeks and 
Romans. At which Proceeding Antonine was 
forely difgufted *, and olten repented that he 
had made him his Son, and his Affiftant in the 
Empire. 


Pie 


expeird his Tutors from 


the 


Court c ; and fome of the moft famous he put 

Among whom was Ulplan the famous Lawyer. 


to 
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to Death; others he drove into Exile; alledging 

Caufes merry enough, that they corrupted the 


Morals of his adopted Son; and inftead 


let- 


O 


Choi 


felt with religious Ceremonies, they inftrudted 

him in fober Learning and the Offices which 

became a Man. 

To fuch a length of Madnefs 


Buffoons 


^ * 

XD 


P3 avis, 


with Power, he advanced common ;; - , 


St age-Player 


Offices of State 
Camp, 0 


1 


0 the greateft 
Prefect ot the State. 



_: had been a Dancer from his 

and had formerly performed in the 
public Roman Theatre. Another he took horn 
a Stage-Education, and let him over the Youth 

mod Breeding, and to bring up 


to teach them good 
fit and able Pelions 


be 


c 


Member 


s 


of 


Senate, or received into the Equcftrian 0 


der. 


Coach-Drive 


C 


Panto 


mimes, were taken into the moil imp< 
Polls of the Empire; and his Servants or I 
Mem as every one molt excel I’d in 


Infamy 


Debauchery, were made Proconfuls, and in- 


( 


Nations 


and Provinces. 


Bi 


that thefe great Offices, formerly 


counted 


ou Id 


become the r J !ie S°l- 


^ # . dc 

Gifts of Enthufiafm, bellowed on ^ J;_ 


Infamy and Drunkcnnefs., was matter of 
Uneafmefs and Vexation to all Men, but 


and 


ly to the Ro 


n a u fe a t e d ^ cx a m ^ r 


and delpiied him, when he appeared with his 
Face trim’d and beautified with greater Nice- 
nefs, than even became a fober Woman; and 
dancing in the public View, deck d with Neck¬ 
laces of Gold, and neatly orefs d in a loft effe-i 


S 4 


nunate 



Jr.tov.ine 

degrades 

o 

Alexan¬ 
der ^ and 
endea¬ 
vours to 
difpatcli 
h i pa. 


n 
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feminatc Habit, to the Shame and Reproach of 
his very Sex. Wherefore they began to tranf- 
fer all their Efteem and Affection to Alexan¬ 
der j of whom they conceived better Hopes, as 

of a Youth modeftly and virtuoufly educated. 
They took particular Care to guard his Perfon *, 
as they perceived Antonine was plotting his Ruin. 
Nor would his Mother Mammaa fuffer him to 
tafte either Drink or Meat that was. fent him 


And the Youth had all his Cooks 

Servants of the 

ended by 


not 


s 


by the other 
and Butlers, 

Court, but picked out and 
his Mother, as Perfons of Faith and Integrity 
She likewile fupplied him fecretly with Money 
to diftribute clandcftinely among the Soldiers •, 
that Hie might confirm their Good-will towards 
Alexander by pecuniary Intereft, the ftrongeft 
Tie to hold the Soldiery. 

being inform’d of this, left no Means 

the Deftrudtion of 


y. 


unattempted to bring about 
Alexander and his Mother, 


All 


Plots 


their common G 


and rendered abortive by Maj 


Woman natu- 


ally 


(harp penetrating Wit, and one tha 


had, befid.es, lived many Years at Court 


Sifter Julia , Wife to S 


therefor 


being no Stranger to the Intrigues of that PI 


afily dilcovered Antonine's Defigns 


who 


I 


of 


(hallow Capacity, and 


.ys talked and adted what his Fancy fug 


efted, without Fear or Forefi 


A 


vvunwULX UI i UlUJgUU XX.D 1JG X VJ Li 11 v.L 

therefore his fecret Attempts unfuccefsful, he 


Title of C 


degrade the Boy of 




able 


deprived of Cedar can Homa 


Accordingly, Alexander was 


at h 


public Ap| 


But the Soldiers 

fought 



antonine. 


2 39 


fought after him, and relented it bitterly, that 
his Power was infringed. Antonins likewile whif- 


per’d about 



was at the point of 


Death, on purpofe to try how the Soldiers would 

take the Report. But they, exafperated at not 

feeing the Youth, and flung with Indignation at 

the Report, refuied to fend Antonins his cu- 

ftomary Guard-, and, having fhut themielvcs 

• in the 


the Camp, demanded to fe 



Chapel 


being terribly alarmed 


obliged to take Alex am 


Lf 






with him in a. royal 
Sedan ftudded with precious Stones fet 

Plates of Gold, and carry 
When they arrived, the Soldiers 
Gates, and conduced them into the Chapel 
the Camp where they laluted Alexander with 
the moil honourable Titles, limiting with loud 
and joyous Acclamations but paid little or no 
Regard to Antonine. He, taking their Difrefpett 
as a great Affront, continued all Night in the 
Chapel, enraged againft the Soldier 


„ marked down fuch as appeared mod for¬ 
ward in their Declarations of extraordinary Af¬ 
fection for Alexander , he gave Orders for appre¬ 
hending and bringing them to Punifhment, as 
Ringleaders of Mutiny. Which The Army re- 
fenting, as they otherwife had long Vested Anto¬ 
nins, and detired to rid themfelves of an En> 
peror they were alhamed of, they laid hold of 
this as an opportune juncture and fair Excule, 
to fuccotir and vindicate their hellow-Soloiers; 
and accordingly difpatch’d him and his Mother The So 
So<mis (who was prefent with him as being <herski 

' J‘‘ s Attend- 

ants, who were in the Camp, as tney thougnt Mothei 


Emprefs-Mother) and as many 


Mini tiers and Co 


eane 


is. 
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ednefs. The dead Bodies of Antonine and So<e- 
rnis were given to the Populace, to drag about 
and treat with all the Ignominy they thought 
proper *, and after they had been mangled and 
abufed with all kinds of Indignities, they were 
committed to the Common Sewers, which run 


into the River Tiber. Thus was Antonine Ilain 
with his Mother, after he had arrived to the 


fixth Year of his 


Reign f 


and lived in the 


manner already defcribed. The Soldiers de¬ 
clared Alexander Emperor, and conduced him 
into the Palace, very young, and as yet, like a 
School-Boy, under the Tuition of his Mother 
and Grandame. 


f Hiftorians and Chronologies differ much about the 
Length of Antonine s Reign. Hcrodian fays here, he was 
advanced to the fixth Year of his Reign. Dio, and from 
him Zonaras, make him reign three Years, nine Months, 
and four Days; Lampridius three Years; Eutropius two 
Years, eight Months. Some give him two Years; others 
three; but none, except our Author, exceed four Years. 
It is alrnoff: impoffible that either Dio or Hcrodian could be 
ignorant, how long an Emperor reigned, of whofe Life and 
Death they both were living Witneffes. The Error mull 
therefore be imputed to the Corruption of one of their Co¬ 


pies 


But Dio's Account will appear genuine, to any one 


that compares the Fafts related by the feveral Writers, 
The Number then, as it now Hands, in Hcrodian muff; be 
fpurious. I make no doubt but the Author himfelf wrote 
it, The fourth Tear ; which agrees pretty well with Dio. 
For as Antonine reign’d above three Years and nine Months, 
it might well enough be faid, by one that chofe to exprefs 
it in whole Numbers, without being fo minute as to fub- 
traft the deficient odd Time, that he advanced to the fourth 
Tear. Every one, who is the leal! convcrlant in old Ma- 

r* 

miferipts, knows how cafy an Error it was for the Tran- 
feribers to mi.ff.ake Am, or dir 1 , lor hov, the fixth for the 
fourth. What more confirms me in this Conjecture is, 
that Nicephorus the Patriarch has in his Chrovicon (probably 
from Herod-an ) WiWS- i l A add A IV jj c. Antonine Gaba- 

lus four T-c:v. 


♦ * * 
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N what 


Antonine loft 


Life has A.D 


been related above. Alexander was now in- 
vefted with the Supreme Power, or rather 


Form and N 
. of Affairs, ; 
lifted to 


Hands 


for the Adminiftr 
Reins of Empire, were 
of the Women; who 


endeavoured to reftore Things to the Regularity 


of a fober and 


conduced Government 

out fix- 


The fir ft thing they did was to chufe out 
teen of the moft grave and honeft Senators, to 
be Afliftants and Counfellors to the young 


Pi 


And nothing of Imp 


faid 


a£ted without being confirmed by their Ap 


probation, 
fo happily 
Tyranny 


This Conftitution ol G 


changed 


from the moft injurious 
Form of an Ariftocracy, was 


highly pleafing to the People, Soldiers, and Se¬ 
nate. Firft then the Images ol the Gods, which 
Antonine had difplaced and lernovecu veie fent 


pels 


And 


proper Temples and Cha 
they who had been ad 


meed by him to Pofts of Honour and Pov> 


f0 r 




other Realon but becaufe they 

ftript of the new Authority 


d 


them. 
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them; and ordered to return to their former 
Profeffions, as better adapted to their Abilities 
and Merits: And all Offices and Adminiftra- 
tions were filled, the Political and Judicial with 
Perfons of Erudition and Knowledge in the 
Law ; and the Military with Officers, whofe 
Valour, Condudi, and Skill in Affairs of War, 
had been tried, and found to be unexceptionable. 

A P.228. When Matters had been carried on a confi- 




indies, derable time in this good Order, Maja , who 

was now of a great Age, died; and had her Ob- 
fequies celebrated with all Imperial Honours •, 
and was, according to the Cuftom of the Ro¬ 


mans, number’d among the Gods. 


J!e: 


xan - 


Mamma a , perceiving herfelf now left alone 

( hrs good w ith her Son, endeavoured to govern and rule 

Cliaiac_ him in the fame manner; and as fire faw him 

icr J 

vefted with Supreme Authority, when he was 
but a Boy, fearing left the natural Warmth of 


Youth, prompted by Impunity and Arbitrary- 


Power, might hurry him into fomeoi the Vices 
of his Family, fine kept a ft rift Watch about 
the whole Palace, nor buffered any Perfons ot 
bad Char abler to come into his Prefence j left 


fome fervile Pimp or pernicious Flatterer might 
poifon the Morals of the Youth, and incite his 
Paffions, now in their prime Vigour, to purfue 
the Pleafures of Luft and Lewdnefs. The bet¬ 
ter to prevent this, fhe perfuaded him to fpend 
the greatest part of the Day in hearing and de¬ 
ciding Caufes j that being taken up in the good 
and necefiary Employments of a Sovereign, he 
micrht have the lefs Time to hearken to the 


Temptations of Sin. The Youth was naturally 
of a meek gentle Temper, always inclined to 
Goodncfs and Humanity; as the whole Courfe 

JL Of 
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of his Reign fufficiently fhewed 
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For he held 


Imperial Sovereignty fourteen Years with 

1 1 ik .1 ^ C _ __ TJ /a 1 


Blood 


Murther of one Perfon 

On 


that 


in "all that Time be laid to his Charge, 
the contrary, fo merciful was his Nature, 
he fpared feveral clearly convicted ot capital 
Offences; a Clemency very rare, and not ealily 
found praftifed and perfifted in by any of the 
Emperors of our Times fince the Reign of Mar- 
tlw . But no one can juftly fay, there is one ln- 
ftance of Alexander’s putting to Death any i er- 

emned, during the fpr.ee oi lo many 


cus. 


Year 


pie even reproved his Mother 


and 


Sharp nefs 


fay Indi 


rice, 


and 


becaufe fhe appeared too propenfe to A va¬ 
ried her Love oi Money beyond 

_ Bounds of Reafon. For while lire pretended 
her Defign was only to raife Money, that Alex¬ 
ander might have wherewithal to diftnbute ea- 
fily and liberally among lus Soldieis; und 
that Pretext fhe gathered a private Hoard. I tus 
caft a Stigma on his Government: For though 


he was fo far from encouraging, 


he 


d at her iniquitous Praflices; yet thei 


Inft 


flie 


defrauded feveral 


Perlons of their private fortunes and Patiimo 



r 
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Alexander , his Son-in-lav/, not able to beaf the 
contumelious Treatment of Mammae a towards 
himfelf and his Daughter, fled into the Camp; 
laying, he returned Alexander Thanks for the 
Honour he had done him; but at the fame 
time complaining of the injurious Behaviour 
of Mamnuea • which fhe refenting, ordered him 
to be put to Death; and fent his Daughter, 
whom fhe had expell’d the Court, art Exile in¬ 
to Libya. But all this was done without Alex¬ 
ander's Confent; who was rather compelled to 
fuffer it: For his Mother held him in fuch un- 
realbnable Subjeftion, that he did whatever fhe 
was pleafed to command. And in this one 
Particular, Alexander's Char after may be ex- 
pofed to Cenfure that being of too tame and 
ealy a Difpofltion, and Handing more in awe of 
his Mother than the Duty of a Son requires, his 
Obedience was too general; and he was fome- 
times prevailed upon to do what was contrary 
to the Sentiments of his own Mind. 

A.D.235. When he had reigned in this manner thir- 

Alarms teen Years without the leaft Blame s, as to his 

ir°m Sy- own Actions ; in the fourteenth Year Hidden 

/ i * 


s Dio, Zonaras, and other Writers, agree with our 

Author, in extolling the good Government of Alexander; 

which was moderate, but not renufs. Lampridius allures 
us, this Emperor would fuffer no Office, either Civil or 
A!ilitaiy, to be difpoled of on lucrative Confidcrations: it 


be 


vo 


7 f- 


t.ders for Power; fince if he permitted them to pur chafe , he 
could not condemn them for making the ?>icf of their Market ; 
for that he fmild he ajho.med to punijh that 'Man for fcllino , 

himfelf had bought. The fame Hitlerian tells us, he 
punilh’d Thieves with much Severity, especially Great 
Thieves in Office, fuch as corrupt judges, Commiffioners, 
C5>. But there was another pernicious fort of Comt-Theft 


grant under 


prole 


• 4 
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Expreffes arrived with Difpatches from the Go¬ 
vernors of Syria and Mesopotamia: The Con¬ 
tents of which were *, “ That Artaxerxes , King 

cuted by Alexander , that he at laft effectually fupreffed it. 
Of this the fame Author gives us one notable Inftance. 

It was common for the Courtiers at Rome to boaft of 
their extraordinary Intereft with the Emperor; that they 
had him fo much in their Power, that he could refufe no¬ 
thing they Ihould afk. By thefe fpecious Baits they de¬ 
frauded their Fellow-Subjects of great Sums of Money, 
and other Prefents, under pretence of ufing their Interell 
for the Mitigation of condemnatory Sentences, or Prefer¬ 
ment to Ports of Profit: But after the receipt of the Per- 
quifites, feldom concern’d themfelves abqut fulfilling their 
Promifes. This kind of Gentry the Romans call’d Fume 
venditores, Smoke-fdlcrs ; becaufc their Promifes were as 
light, and as pernicious, as that troublefom Vapour. Alex¬ 
ander, being willing to deteft one of thefe honourable 
Thieves, and make him an Example to the reft, ordered a 
certain Perfon to apply to Turinus (that was the Smoke- 
feller’s Name) for the Grant of a Place then vacant. The 
Man goes, and earneftly follicits his Intereft in confident- 
tion of a very valuable Prefent. Turinus, after much Com¬ 
pliance, bids him give himfelf no farther Concern; for that, 
his Bufmefs fbould be certainly done. Soon after, he fends 
him word, that he had afked the Emperor, and had ob¬ 
tained his Promife; when, in reality, he had never fpoken 
a Word about it. The Petitioner comes to Court; and, by 
the Emperor’s Order, makes another Application to Turi¬ 
nus who fteps into the Prefence- chamber, as if he was 
going to put the Emperor in mind of his Promife. 
While he was there, Alexander declares to thofe prefent, 
that it was his Pleafure to give fuch a Place to the Peti - 
tioner on Account of his faithful Services: Upon which, 
Turinus immediately runs to the Door; and, by a Smile and 
a Nod, intimates to the Man that he had finifh’d the Af¬ 
fair. For which piece of Service he afterwards demands 
and receives the promifed Confideration. His pretended 
good Offices being thus amply rewarded, the Emperor or¬ 
ders him to be apprehended, and inclined of Capnopoly: 
And fuflicient Evidences having made their Depofitions in 
his Trial, he was call, condemned, and executed in the 

following manner. 


He 
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44 of the Perfmns , after totally overthrowing the 
“ Parthians , fubverting their Power in the Eaft, 
44 and flaying their Monarch Jrtabanus (who 
“ was before call’d the Great King, and wore 
44 two Diadems) had fubjugated all the neigh- 
44 bouring Barbarians, and loaded them with 
44 heavy Tributes. That, not. content with 
44 this, nor containing himlelf within the Tigris, 
44 but having puffed the Banks of the River, 
44 and the Frontiers of the Roman Territories, 
44 he was overrunning Mesopotamia , and threat- 
44 cning the Syrians ; claiming all that Part of 
44 the Continent oppofite to Europe , call’d Afia, 
44 and bounded by the JEgean Sea and the 
44 Straits of the Propontis , as the Pofiefiion of 

44 his Anceftors, with Intent to annex it to the 


CC 


cc 


Per fan Monarchy *, pretending, that from Cy~ 

who hr ft tranflated the Kingdom from 


TltS, 


44 the Modes to the Perfmns, quite down to Da- 
44 rius , the laft King of tire Per fans (who was 
44 overthrown by Alexander the Macedon) all the 
44 Countries as far as Ionia and Carta were to- 
44 verned by Pei fan Vice-Roys •, and that there- 
tc fore it became him to jfuffer no Mutilations 


or 


44 in his Realm, but recover to the P 
their ancient Power, free and undim ini hr 



44 ed. 


55 


He was fattened to a Stake, and a fmothcrinp Fire made 

U 

about him with Straw, green Wood,> CJ c. which perpetu- 
aily fent up Clouds of Smoke, till he was fuffocatcd ; a 
Crier all the time of the Execution bawling out aloud : Hi 


fcld Smoke, is puvij 


zvi/b Smoke. 


adds; 


(t 


But L a mp ; -idins 


This was no Inftance of Cruelty in the Emperor ; 


Ct 






for luriuus had uled fuch iniquitous Practices a long 
time, and was known to be a molt infamous Smoke- 



■» 0 


As 





ALEXAND 


R 



As Alexander had been brought lip from his AUxande, 
Childhood in a long uninterrupted Peace, and 
the Eafe and Pleafures of a City-Life*, he was 


brack with no little Surprize at thele fudc 
unexpcded Advices fent from the G 


A 


die Eaftcrn P 
Friends bein 
fend an Ambaffy 


t> 


At fir ft, a Council ot 

thought proper 


Lette 


Remon 


bop the Progrefs of the Bar 
barian, and check his Prefumption. Letters there 
fore were difpatch’d, intimating j “ That it wa 
u juft for him to remain in his own Ter 


“ without 


ai fi n g 


y 


new Diilurbances 


nor, 


U 


being elevated with vain Hopes, to excite a 
“ difficult and dangerous War. That it was the 
“ Duty of every Man, to be contented with his 
« own. That he would find it a very different 
“ matter to contend again It the Romans , from 
« what it was to fight with his Neighbours and 


“ Barbarians of his own 
“ do well to recoiled 


l JV. 


. And that he would 

Times of Auguftus , 


CC 


Trajan, L 


Yidories gained over the B 


and Severus *, ” whofe feveral 

nd the 


n 

tv 


phies raifed thereupon, the Letters p 



oned 


And 



xaider thought by 


perl'uade or fr 


Barbarian 

However, the Perfian nothing regarded thefe Hiftory 
Menaces, but perfifted in his Purpole, driving the Par 

and car 




ying off every thin 


belonged to 


towns . 


Romans , as judging the Decifion 


ffaii 


depended on Adions 


Words. Pie 


and plund 


h ail Mesopotamia , laying wade 
he went; and belieged the 


Romans , who were encamp’d 


anks of 


River to defend the Boundaries of the E 

T P 


ire 



1 


**) J? 


pire 
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For being naturally vain-glorious, and 
lifted up with the late Succeffes he had obtain’d 

beyond his moft fanguine Expectations, he ima¬ 
gined he fhould eafily carry all before him. And 
indeed he had no (mail Encouragements to incite 
him to aim at the Enlargement of his Domi- 

O 


nions; inafmuch 


attack 


Parthian Pov 


gdom to the Per: 


of D 


; the firft that durft 
*, and recover that 
For fince the Reign 




■ 


ny T 


ider dethroned, for 


Macedonians and Succeffors of A 


uler, bavins divided the Government of 


Eaftern N 
pa rate Co 


among t 


O 


o 

b 


and 


n 

a 


AJia, reigned over fe 



But when they quar 


n 

a 


man 


ib 


by perpetual W 


debilitated the Macedo- 

the 


ir aces 


as is 


epor 


:ed, firft perluaded the 
Barbarians beyond the Rivers to revolt from the 
Macedonian Yoke: and having obtained the Dia- 


i uy tn 

Parti 


Confent, he reign’d 


and 


adj 


o 


Countr 


i 


ae Kingdom, after hisDeceafe, devolved to 
ofterity, for the moft part by lineal Defcent, 

mesi whom 


Artah anus of our T 


Pzvparari- 
ons .made 
againil 
the Per- 


nans* 


Artaxcrxes few, and reftored again the Power 
to the Perfians \ and, after fubduing the neigh¬ 
bouring Barbarian Nations, with Eafe made ar 
Invallon upon the Empire of the Roi 
Alexander therefore being informed 

was at p 


he 


xcome, of the Barbarian’s audacious Ac 
the Eaft, thinking this an Inlblence no 

born : and the Governors of th 




J 


Provinces requiring his Prefence; though 
againft his Inclination, he prepares for an 
cl it ion ; and levies Forces in Italy and 

TA.... V ... C .1 V* * i * n • n 


r> 


of the E 


th 


eniifting all, who in 

Strength 
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Strength of Body 


Vigour of A 


v j 1 

fc> 


feen 


.pable of bearing Arms 


Great Commotion 


kindled throughout all the Roman Emp 
while they were colledting an Army diffident 
withiland the Multitude of Barbai 
they were informed 


that, 


as 


was 


making various In 


lions 


Roman Pr 


der 


having fummoned together the Roman Soldiers, 
and ordered them to meet in the accuftomcd 


I- 


n 

u, 


Rohr 


foon as they were alfembled, mounts 
im. and makes an Oration to the fol¬ 


lowing 



CC 


I could rather chufe, my Fellow-Soldiei 


CC 


wonted 


to deliver myfelf to you, alter my . 

“ manner, in thofe agreeable Sounds, which at 
“ the fame time mace the Orator and delight a;*™ 




Audience. For whereas you 


been 


CC 


CC 


CC 


CC 


blefs’d lo many Years with Peace, fhculdyou 
now hear fomething of another Nature, you 
may perhaps be (hock’d at it. as being con- 


y 


to your Expedition 


But it is the 

to wifh in- 


Part of brave and prudent Men 
« deed for the bed, but to endure with Patience 
“ whatever (hall happen. For the Enjoyment 
“ of a pleafurable Life is, I confefs, very fweet: 
44 But the bringing bad Things to their necei- 
“ farv Correction, is at once a manly and a 

J ^ _ . * s* a nr* • 

44 glorious Talk 


1 j u It Adiior 
eafonable Pi 


CC 


CC 


To be the firft Aggreffors 

th it a ralh and un- 

But when we only 

rid ourfelves of bold Difturbers, we have the 

Encouragement of a good Confcience, and 

may with greater Reafon. hope for Succefs, 

Adtors, but Refifters of 

Artaxerxcs , a Perftan Man, has killed 


44 where we are 


Evil. 


his Mailer Art ah 


v 


T 


lied his Govern- 

44 meat 
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and 


is 


d it to the Perfia 


Book VI 

is: And 


“ what is ftill more infolent, lias defied the 
44 Force oi your Arms, and, defpifing the Glo- 
“ ry of the Romans , attempted to over-run and 

u wafte the rightful Poffefiions of your Empire. 
« At fir ft, I endeavour’d, by Letters and Ad- 


cc 


perfi 


Man 


b 


4 




wC 


.Hatiate Madnefs and Luffing after the Pro¬ 
perties of others. But the puff’d-up boafling 
Barbarian will not contain himfelf within 
his own Confines; but challenges us to Bat¬ 


tle. 


Let 


us 


aefitate or delay 


C( 


4 C 


4.C 


4C 


but let the elder among you remind thern- 
felves of thole Trophies, which, with 


and 


my 


you 


fo 


(4 


U 




railed againfc the Barbarians: And let fuch 
as are in the Flower of their Age, be laudably 
covetous of Fame and Glory *, and lhew the 
World, that you know both to cultivate Peace 
with Mceknefs and Reverence, and to chaftife 


44 Offender 

44 Refcntm 






you 


[ Need requires, wi 

ic Field of Battle. I 
Nature of the Barb; 


br 





Tardy 


their Courage againft the Timid and 

nd be loon difpirited. 


but to Hag a 


(U 


CL 


wherever they meet with a vigorous Refill 
ance. They have no Hopes of Vidory in ; 






Con Hid, or equal Oppofi 


but 


U 


u 


cc 


CL 


U 


ing by frequent Incurfions, and as frequent: 
Flights, their Gain confifts in Rapine and 
Robbery : On the contrary, we preferve good 
Difcipline and Order •, and have learned to 


i C 


conquer 
Vidors. 
As foci 

rmy fec< 


by having been 


al \7t 


,,, \vays their 


as . 


Alexander 


ended, 


whole 


Oration 


Shout 
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Shout; and exprefied their Readineis to under- 
take the War. After diftributing large Sums 
of Money amongft them, he gave Orders to 
aet every thing ready tor a fpeedy March- In 


he ox>es to the Senate-Houfe; 

D1C Ultau ai.'w ^ . f 

where having made a Speech much to the tame 
purport as the former, he fixes the T ime for his 

i)e The l appointed Day being come, he AJ at- He to 

i i QprviPP. toi w^VlCCCib _ 


Rcmc on 


tends the ufual Divine Service for Succels 
his Expedition; and then, attended ty an u, c an b'Xpv- 
Senate and People, who <™h their Leaves in ditkm a- 


ftill 


44 - 1 IV-A -A- -- - 

ft pathetic manner, hefets out «rom Rome 
r • • — -i- ~ f -f'T and 


turning back his Lyes on tlW-i 


ity 


'S> 


weeping 


t 


Nor were there any oi: the Popula 
i depart v/ithout Tears 11 . 


b Lamfndius affigns feveral Rcafons, why 
k P ,V_. In in rdf. but was fo happy as to 


of 
have 


Miniltei 


have gooa v.oumc«u»» onthe con- 

nreiVd his People with unnecelfaiy i axes, du , 

ttary, reliorcd, out of his own Revenue, the 

SKi s-* £ 

ssarsaj. 1 2 


b 


«, /«» •/ 
himfeli agree- 

daifm , and L/mjtianuy, three For he 

able to the moderate Proleffors of all ■c• *«ce 


able to the moderate * n flUft .: nn t he Images 

kept in his private Chapel, tor his , , 1 ^ f;, ar A : -r 

of the Deified Princes; but only thole of the belt Chat—_ 

for Virtue. Among thele were dio the I..u s es o 

_L ^ 



^ r* .*•% 

z ^ L 
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was much beloved by the whole People 


having; been 

o 


brought 


up 


among them. 


and 


deration. 

Expedition 


many Years with Clemency and Mo- 
Fie purfued his March with great. 


lliort 


ivecl at II 


Ijriuni \ where, going through the Countries 


raid reviewing the Soldiers ol the feveral Camps, 
he gathers confiderable Reinforcements; and 
then puts the Army under march for Antioch. 


« home time, col left in 


tD 


Soldiers, 

cinjine. 

x 


y Provifions for War*, and exercifing 


improving them in Military Dii 


Air.bn files 




preceded 


to ana 


from idle 

?■> 

T / yfiAV., 


to lend another Ambaffy to 


of Pe 


PerJL 


proper 
n with 


he could either perluade c 

into an Accommodation, 
fent back the Ambaffadoi 

Negotiations : find hi midi 


• For being fo near, he thought 
perluade or frighten the Enemy 


But the Barb 


Negotiations, and himlelf chofe out four hun- 
drcd Perjians of the largefb Size, richly drefs’d, 
and deck’d with Ornaments of Gold, mounted 
on generous Steeds, and furnifhed with Bows 
and Arrows of uncommon Magnitude and 

Beauty, and lent them as Ambaffadors to Alex- 


a 


:Ie 


thinking the Afpeft and oftent 




Habit of the Per flans would ftrike Ter 


aiiy 


Army 


U 


The Contents of this A 
frtaxerxes , the Great Ki; 


Ro 


Pr 


to’ 

to 


depart out of all Syria, and Afia oppofite 


id let the Per fan Dominion extend 


Chrlji , Abratmm, and Orpheus .—- Apollonius was a Py~ 

thagorem Phiiofopher in the Time of Domitiav , famous for 
working Miracles. 


“ as 




A L £ X A N D E E. 


n - n 

- o ^ 


u as far as Ionia and Cana, and all the Countries 
<■<• bounded by the /Egean and Pontic Seas; lor 

1 1 ^ • 1 1 _ ^ xv . 1 ri «5— ^ m r II rr rj/ h r\ ♦ *> P ot 


« that thefe were 
“ the Pcrfians 


4l Lt 


eli- Tlu: g . 


x lie 1UU1 liunuiui Iiiiiuimuuv^o - — * <■- 

vered their Mandates, Alexander orders them 
all to be apprehended ; and, alter dripping them 
of their slitterins: Ornaments, fends them into deiium-'d. 


Pbryyia , where he allotted them "V illages to* 
dwell in, and Ground to manure-, judging it 
a fufficient Punilliment, to hinder their Return 


into t 
Death 


Country : Fot 


to 


would be impious and 


Ai<y lit-* “"I-~ 

ly • as they were not taken in the Field ol 


Battle, but only executed the Commanus ol 
their Mailer by whom they were accreditee 
While Matters were thus t ran fading, 
Alexander was preparing to pafs the Rivers 


and &xf\tin.«s 


penetrate 


the Enemy’s Count! 


the Forces which came mom Egyj 


and feveral othci 


M-* Q/.Y/l 1 


were 


an;ainll the Empire : But tl 

O x . i /i 


and brought to Punilliment. After whicn 


* . - 

Alexander fent feveral 


Camps 


Parts into the other Count! 


;ter to 


Incurfions of the Barbarians 


ThefeDifpofitions being made-, and a pow 
ful Army colleded, judg’d fufficient to ma 
the Multitude ol the Barbarians-, a Council 
War was held: the Refult of which was, to cliv 


to match ?»«»-Vm 


-t »• » ! *1 

into thvie 


the Army 


feparate Bodi 


One ot 


Bodies 


North 


Armenia (which at that Time was held wcll-al- 
lected to the Romans) and penetrate into the 

r ft H 


Country of the Modes. 1 he iecond was like- 
wile fent Northward towards the Baioanans 


rir-A 


4 


:*• % * 


vp 1 
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Territories*, where, they fay, the Tig 



'11 


rece 



into a great 


confluent Streams are 
imber of Lakes and 


Mar flies: Which is the Cauie why thcfe Rivers 
onely have no vihble Place where they 
bog 



le. 




1 braveft Part he pi 


to lead himleli, taking the middle Route, a- 
gamlt the. Barbarians. Elis Intent in thus divid- 

the Army was, that, by different Routes, 
hr furprize the Enemy unprovided ; and 


mg 

O 


the Multitude 
1 into feveral I 


the Perfi* 



Irequcnt incuriicns oi the Romans , fliould be 


Manner Field widi Ids Order 


by thefe Diverfions 




oi railin'. 


Troon;; in 


and 

Barbari 



the 


no forces ferving for Pay, as the Romans 


Tj 


A 


* 9 


~- T -< v 

they keep conft 


nor 


Camps 


or maintain a 


b 


Army exercifed in the Arts of W 


the whole ft 


oi 


Men 


and 


Women 


T-> 

IX 


ible whenever the 


King commands; and as foon as 

Rj k _ i • 


llilCC 


with 


every 


returns 


all the Booty he could get, 


a 


the War is 
own Home, 

as a Reward 

and Horfcs, 

o; but they 

brought up with them from their Infancy, 
pafs their I 


Service 


They ufe 


nly for War, as the Romans 


in 




nor do they 

J 


i f A 


ever go on 

but are perpetually riding, and fliooting, either 


without their Quiver 


ft their 


Or 


: v_> 


Di- 


• 


V ’* 1 Oil 

¥ ‘ j* '■ il 

'i r o 

tl 

j Wjrppf 

.4 V- x v- I . 

:?!tO hlc- 


fort unate 


at w ild Beafts 
Alexander were 


fo 


as 


they 


r* o 

ill.' 


speared prudent•, for the 
Army that was lent through Armenia , having, 
vith much Labour 




<• / /'> 

. \ - - * 


Aour and Difficulty, paffed * 
y and fteep Mountains in thole Parts (for 


as it was the height of Summer, the Seafon 


fo mew hat 
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r<4 

0 3 


fo me what facilitated their raftage) made a De- 
fcent upon the Modes ; and, having wafted their 
Country, and burnt feveral Villages, carried oft 

the Plunder. Which the Perfic.n being inform’d 
of, cam** with numerous Forces to their Aflift- 

ance; 


, but c 
Border 


1 not drive the Romans out of 
For it, being a rough uneven 


Country, gives mm u IUUb u, 

Marches for Infantry; but the Craggedneis of 


d 


and eafy 


Mountains greatly 



Barbar 


Horfe 


and embarafted, and iometimes quite 


hindered their Marches 

At the 


fame Time Advice 


was 


brought to A Ron 

the Perfian King, that another Army of the Ro- 

aims had made a Diverfion into the Eaftern pieces 

Parts of Part hi a:, and were fcouring the Plains. 
Fearing therefore that, the Parthians being ea- 


X V,- --— / 

lily overthrown, they might pour 


upon 


Perfi 


he left 


thou 


tD 


a 


lufftcient Power for the Defence of Med, 


and 


the reft of his Army, to the 


haftens, wi 

Eaftern Parts. The Romans^ meeting with 


Oppofition, marched in a careleis 
manner, fuppofing, 


iforderly 


third Divifi 


Alexander , with the 
Forces, which was by tar 


the greateft and molt powerful, had by 


penetrated into the rnicift 


a 


my’s Cou 


try 


nd that the Barbarians, being conftantly 


diverted in order to obftrub 


their March 



and unmoleft 


For it 


ad been agreed, that all the tince Am 

Enemy trom differ 


Parts •, and a 

were to meet, 


Place was appointed, where they 
and brine: in all the Plunder and 


Prifoners they tool 


1 , 


0 - 

But Alexander deceived 


them •, for he neither led in his Army, nor 


en¬ 
tered 
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o»- -1 t 
(il Ctl 


id 


; whether it was througn F< 
Unwillingnefs to hazard the Safety of his own 
Per foil, for the Defence or the Rowan Empire ; 
or whether his Mother hindered him, through 

1 o 

a womanifti Timoroufnefs, and overmuch Fond- 
nefs for her Son, we cannot determine : But. 

5 tis certain, Hie always fupprefs’d and dull’d his 
manly Spirit-, perluading him, that others ought 
to be expofed lor him, but that himfelf fhould 
Iways keep aloof from Danger. This was the 




Deftrudiion of the Roman Army that had enter 
d the Enemy’s Country. For the Pcrfian , witl 
all his Forces, came upon them unprepared 


c 


becaufe unexpedl 


He had furrounded 


Net 


and 


p Glu¬ 


ing in Vollies of Arrows from every Side, de- 
ftroyed a whole Army of the Romans *, who, as 
they were but few in companion with the Ene¬ 
my, could not withftand Inch prodigious Odds; 


being obliged 


O 




ule of their Arms 


to cover the naked parts of their Bodies 
to the Shafts, thought themfelves happy 


r 

ii 


the) 


but act 



on 'tl 




k 


defenfive 


without annoying the Enemy. But when they 


had gat 



into a dole Bod,, 
Projection of their Shields, had torn 
Wall, from within which they fou 



the 


a town 



fhot and wounded 


y Part, yet they made a brave and obfti 


nate Refill 

they fell 

gave filch 


II 


Man 


overpower’d by Numbers, 

This great Calamity 


a mow to the Ro 
hardly be parallel’d in any of 


as can 


former Mi 


fortunes; cutting off at once a numerous Ar- 
my, an Army that in Steadinefs, Strength, and 
Bravery, came nothing fhort of the bell 
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t 


he Ancients; and fwelling 


the Perjlan with 
of greater Atchievemcnts, through the 
good Fortune of lb complete a Victory. 

When the News was brought 




Va Alexander 


who lay dangeroufly fick 


by Trouble 


of Mind, or the Unwholefomnefs of the Cli 


LMMCC to 

c> 


which he had not been accuHomed, is A,I A 


uncertain) he bore it very 



And the 


Troops conceived great Indi 



reft of the 

againft him ; for that he had betrayed their 

« « i i • 1 I • f \ 1 1 • 

in not per¬ 
is') 



his FaHhood 


of the Agreement 



c 


Fellow-Soldiers 
forming his part 

now unable to bear the Violence ot his 
per, heightened by the thick fultry Ai 
Place; and a Sicknefs raging among the whole 
Army, efpecially thofe who came from III) 

(for thefe, having been uled to a moift cold 
nd feeding a little too plentifully, accord it 

their accuftomed 

from the Difeale. 


7 




buffered exceedingly 


carried oft 


m great 


Numbers) he relolved to return to Antioch. Ac¬ 
cordingly, he fends for the Army in Medic 


the 

Mountains 


greateft part 


of which 



on 


the 


J 


back: For the 


live Cold fo benumb’d their Fingers and Toe 


ti 


nd other 


P 


of their Bodi 


that 


the Blood ftasnated; and the Morti 


tl 


iuL 


very few 


fpreading, they died fo faft, 
turned alive of the whole Number. Alexander , 
with the Remainder of his Divifion, arrived at 



/ * 


CL 




the 


lofing great Numbers 

o o 

Contagion beforementioned. This inglorious 

C O W 

Expedition caufed great Sorrow to the Reman 
Army; and relieved equal Diflionour on Alex¬ 
ander ; who was as deficient in his Purp 


PC 


as 


unfu ccefsful in For tun 


a* 


ft 


/** 

( V !*/"»•? f 
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o^8 






at eft part of this triple Army, by Sicknefs 


War, and .Cold, a Variety of Calamities 
He had not been long at Antioch befor 


iii 

the 


ered his Health, refrefli’d by the wholefome 

■ and the Plenty of Water in that City, after 
dry fcorching Heats of 



otamia . 


He 


VO 



fe endeavoured to regain the Soldiers F 
and to comfort their Misfortune, 
mtion of large Sums of Money: F 
ught a catholic Remedy for military Dil 


ders. and the bell Reflor 


for their de 


dining Affeftion. This done, he levied new 
Recruits, and was making Preparations to go 




d the Perfians once more, if they 


a met with 


Victory, but perlilled to b 




oubleloi 


B 


while he was thus 


pi 


Peril 


had. 


broken his Troops, and lent every Man 
own Habitation. For though the Barb 


feemed to have gotten 


better, neverthclcfs 


confiderably impaired by 


cquent Skirmillics in M 


and 


even 


their 


Victory 


Partbia coft them dear, great Ni 


b 


ft 


of them being killed, and mod: of the 


For the Ro 


lil 


r\ 



and involved 


of their Enen 


n 

Li 


, many 

in their Calamity; and were onfy conquered 

they were out-numbered, the Slain on 
being pretty near equal, and the 
Barbarians Superior, not in Prowels but Multi¬ 
tude. What Sufficiently proves this Lofs of the 


either Side 


Barb 


y qu 


V 


irians is, that they remained ve 
meddled again with Arms lor three or four 
rs. Which Alexander hearing, he likewife 
t himfelf at Antioch ; and, being eafed from 

Cares of War, indulged himfelf \ 


'T 


F 
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Freedom and Security in the Plcaiures and Di 


verfi 


that City 


Tho’ he thought not every 






n 


i 


Peace with regard to the Perfians.j 

it would take up a confiderab 

Barbarian to collect Ins Forces , .. 

when once difperfed, are not very eaiily dffem 

foraimuch as they are under no Dii 


who, 


U1LU a -- j 

cipline or Order, but are rather a promiic 


Croud than an Army 
mere Provifions 


Bcfi 


the) 


no 


than every one brings with 


from Home for prefent Ufe i and 5 i 

and Tardinef 


without much Reludtancc 
they are prevail’d on to leave tin 

and Wives, and Places where they c 

midft of this Security, Corn 


Child r 


But, 

rived 


from the Governors of lllyrmm with Difpatches 
which alarmed Alexander worle than ever. Fot 


the Con 


were 




3 


That 


Gc 


pafs’d the Rhine and 


CC 


a 


had 

?; were waft- 

ino- the Roman Territories, invefting the 

C-unps on the Banks ot the Rivers, and ran- 
facking, in large Bodies, the piincipal Tow 


Villa 6 


T hat 


Part of 111) 


crei 

Cl 


,nd t 

_ Fore 

“ ly neceffary 

Alexander , ar 
from III) 


Confines of Italy was in no {mail Dan- 
that there!ore his Prelence, with 


33 


had with him, was abfolute- 
The News greatly embarafs’d 

tire Soldiers who came 


d gave 
much Une 


who 


d 


upon themfelves as doubly difti 


they had fullered in the Perjkn War, and 
Calamities they heard were infhdted 


Families b 


indled 


T 


Indignation againtt Alexander, who had before, 

either through Negligence or Cowarcuce, be- 

trayed 
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trayccl and ruined Affairs in the Eaft *, and ap¬ 
peared now but timorous and flow to affift the 
N orthern Nations. 

Both Alexander and his Friends with him 


Alexander were now greatly concerned, and even fear’d 

-n 1 rrl'ir'm C I t _ I. j-1-% I, X) ^ 


tnarcncs 

n ., i 


as they judged the Danger 


for Italy itfelf; 
threatened by the Germans very different from 
that of the Perftans. For thefe, living in the 
Eaftern Regions, feparated from us by a vaft 
Extent of Land and Sea, have hardly fo much 
as heard of the Italians : On the contrary, the 
Illyrian Nations having very contracted Con¬ 
fines, and but little Land under the Roman Ju- 
rifdiction, render the Diftance between the 
Germans and Italians but lmall •, lince their in¬ 
terjacent Borders is all that feparates the other 

Ne- 



two Countries. Compell’d therefore 
celffty, tho’ much againft his Will, after great 
Reluctance, he gives Orders to prepare for an 
Expedition: And having left what was thought 
a fufffeient Force for Defence of the Roman 
Frontiers on the Banks of the Rivers-, and 
fortified the Camps and Forts with additional 
Works, and fill’d them with their proper Com¬ 


plements, he departs with the reft of the Army 
lor Germany and by forced Marches loon ar¬ 
rived on the Banks of the Rhine; where he 
encamped, and made the neceftary Preparations 
for a German War. 

Dd'orip- He Hft threw a Bridge of Boats over the 
tion of the River, in order to facilitate the Railage of his 
Rbtm 'and Forces: For the Rhine and the Danube are two 

D.UutOc. 


exceeding large Rivers in the North*, one of 
which waffles the Coaft of Germany , the other 

along by Pannonia. In the Summer they 


runs 


are 


both 


navigable, being of 


a very wide and 


deep 



ALEXANDER. 


26 


deep Channel: But in the Yt 
•zen fo hard by the Cold, tf 


fol 


the' 


they ride upon 


ice 


fo 


and ftrong, that ’tis not only Proof againft th 
trampling of the Horfes Hoofs, and the Fee 
of Men, but whenever the People want Water 


they c< 
V die Is 
and M 


Bucke 


but 


are 


fir’d with Axes 


tD 


w 


off great Lumps 
they carry naked 


any Veiled, as they would a Stone. Such is the 
Nature of thefe Rivers. 

Alexander having brought with him a large jj rxrt7: . 
Body of Moors , and a great Number of Bow-Men da's Cow 
from the Eaft, lome out of the Country of the arLilcc - 
Ofrocni , and fornc Dcfcrters or Mercenaries from 
the Part hi ans \ with thefe Auxiliary Forces lie 
advances againft the Germans ; to whom this 


tD 


fort of Warriours is moff formidable. For the 
Moors hurl’d Darts from a confiderable Di- 
ftance, and, being light-arm’d, attack’d and re¬ 
treated with great Expedition: And the Archers 
feldom mils’ll, tho’ a great way off, the naked 
Heads and huge Bodies of the tall lufey Ger¬ 
mans, as Marks very eafy to be hit. But fome- 
times they came to dole Addon •, and then the 
Germans were often a Match for the Romans . 
While he was thus employed, he, nothwith- 
ftanding, thought proper to fend an Ambalty 

to the Enemy to treat of a Pacification, and 

offer them all their reafonable Demands, and 
the additional Article of a prodigious Sum of 


n 
c L 


of Money. 


or the avaricious Germans , very 


fond of lucrative Treaties, always huckfter a 
venal Peace with the Romans : Which made 
Alexander endeavour rather to trafffck for a 


Romans : Which made 
at her to traffick lor a 


I iCagi 

l 7 




u t 
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League with them, than run the Rifque of 
War. But the Roman Soldiers took all this ve¬ 
ry ill, that he fhonld lole fo much Time, with¬ 
out attempting any thing great or glorious by 
Arms; but rather amufing himfeif in Chariot- 
Racing, and other idle Diverfions, at a Time 
when the Infolence of the Germans called aloud 
for Chaftifement. 


Tslaxhninc 
cains the 

& r 

Love or 
the Sol¬ 
diery. 


There was in the Army 


Maximine ; who 


Village in the inrnoft Part 


floraec , where the Natives are Mixt-Barbat 


5 


and had, as was laid, b 


pherd-Boy 


but when he grew up was lifted in a Troop ot 
Horle, on account of his enormous Size and 
Strength: But afterwards, Fortune, leading him 
by the Hand, advanced him Step by Step thro’ 
all the military Preferments, till fhe had raifed 


Command ol Ar 


and Govern 


ment of whole N 


This Ma 



realon of his great Experience in Military Af¬ 
fairs, Alexander had let over the Youth in the 
Army, to infract them in their Exercifes, and 

1. _ _ jC 4. 4-h 4-U* c: 


make 

Vh 


them ft for all the services 


O 


n 


Ma 


i r> 


6 


Diligence ; and won the Love 



XD 


not 


of War 

executed with great 

Soldiers, 



u: 


teaching them their Duty, but 
before them himfeif in every thing that 
was commanded: So that they were not fo 


much 


up 


ly Coi 


as zealous Imitators of hi 
To this he added other po 


hr their Affect 
liberal Gifts, and Folds of Honour 


pular Motives 




fu clr 


H 


young Soldiers 


, amons whom was 
great multitude of Pannonians , were mightily 
d Edited 

O 


• . l 


witn Maximine's brave and gallant: 


I fcoffed at Alexander , as one ruled 



t 
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by his Mother, and fubmitting the Adminiftra- 
tion of Public Affairs to the Power and Caprice 
ol a Woman •, and betraying an indolent and 
unmanly Spirit with regard to War. They hint¬ 
ed one to another, what a Lofs had been fuff 
tained in the Eaft through his Tardinels; and 
that, fince he came againft the Germans , he had 
not attempted one ACtion worthy a Man, or 
even a Youth. 

Being therefore otherwife prone enough to He is de- 

Innovation; and thinking the Length of thedared 
prefent Reign added only to the HeaVinefs of Em P cror * 
the Burthen, and afforded no great Elopes to 
their lucrative Views, as all Ambition was now 
exhaufted ; and hoping moreover, that a new 
Prince, who fhoulel come, beyond his Expecta¬ 
tion, to the Supreme Power, would certainly 
be more grateful and liberal to his Benefadtors ; 
they refolved to difpatch Alexander', and declare 
Maximine Emperor and Auguftus , as being their 
old Fellow-Soldier and Comrade ; and one who, 
through his great Abilities, Affiduity, and Cou¬ 
rage, appeared a proper Perfon to profecutc the 
War with Vigour. In purfuance of this Refo- 
lution, when they were affembled in the Plain, 
arm’d only for a Review, and Maximine came, 
according to Cuftom, to fee them go through 
their Exercife (whether ignorant, or privy to 
theirDefigns, is hard to fay) they gathered round 
him •, and, clothing him in a purple Robe, fa- 

luted him Emperor. At lirft he refufed the 
Offer, and threw off the Purple •, but when 
they prefs’d upon him with their drawn Swords, 
and threaten’d to kill him; duffing rather to 
incur the future Danger than the prefent, he 

the Honour; which, as he faid, had 

U been 




6 
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been often foretold to him. 



Book VI, 

Oracles and 


the high Fortune 


Dreams portending 
appeal’d to the Soldiers, that he had never fou 


1 


1C 


Sovereignty 


but had been prevail’d upo 


to receive it, tiro' againft his Will, by. their 
preffing Importunities : Wherefore he enjo 


them to confirm by A61 


what they had 




Words; and 


Arms, to prevent 


I 


itfelf. 


O 

a 


thei r 

. 

nd ad- 


upon Alexander before he had the lead: 
Information-, that, taking the Soldiers about him, 
and his Body-Guards, by Surprize, they might 
either perluade them to confent, or eafily com¬ 
pel them, in cafe of Refinance, as they had 


come upon 


them unawares, and therefore un¬ 


provided. When he had excited their Alacrity 
and confirmed their Affehlion, by doubling thei 

Allowance of Frovifions, promifing them grea 
Gifts and Donatives, remitting all their Punifh 


and wiping off every Spot of Difg 


lie 


put them under Motion 


led them to 


the Head-Quarters not far off ; where was Alex¬ 
ander's Pavilion, and the Tents of all his At¬ 
tendants. 

Jirxa;:dir When the News was brought of Max remit's 
dek-rted near Approach, Alexander , fhock’d at the ftrange 

unexpehted Accident, iprmgs out of his Royal 
Pavilion, weeping and trembling like an Pn- 


by liis 

Guards. 


thufiaft. One while he exclaims at Maxmine s 
Perfidy and Ingratitude, enumerating the many 
Favours he had conieird on him-, now charges 
theyoungMen, his Fellow-Soldiers, with Teme¬ 
rity, Perjury, and Treafon-, and then offers to 
give them every thing they demanded, and to 


redrefs all their Grievanc 


The Soldier 


Guards about him. all that Day fhouted 


Favour; 
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Favour-, and attended him, promiling to hazard 
their Lives in hisProte&ion: But when the Night 

was fpent, and Mcffen_ 

■of Day, that Maximine was at hand ; that Clouds 

of Dull appear’d at a Didance ; and that the N oife 

of no 
came 


fmall Multitude was heard • 
forth again into the Plain-, and 





called the Soldiers together, intreated them to 
affift him-, to protect his Safety, who had been 

brought up amongft 


nd 


Govern 


fourteen Pears had been unblameable. 
Thus endeavouring to move their Pity and 

Companion, he bid them arm, and oraw up in 

Order of Battle. The Soldiers at fir ft, inaeeu, pro- 
mifed to Band by him-, but foon after fell off by 
few and few refilling to take their Arms: And 
fome of them demanded to have the Pre 1 e61 of 
the Camp, and Alexander's chief Favourites and 
Minifters, given up to condign Punifiiment; 
pretending that they had been the Caule ol this 
Rebellion. Others faid, his Mother was prin¬ 
cipally culpable; for that, being a Woman of 
infatiable Avarice, fire hoarded up Treafure; and 
had render’d Alexander odious to the Army, by 
her clandeftine Peculations, fordid Parnmony, 
and Averfion to Donatives. 


In thefe various 


Clamours they fpent fome Time, without ftii 
ring from the 


Place. But when 
Sisht; and exhorted 



a 1 tn 



Army came m 

ther-Soldiers to quit the Service or a 
mean-fpirited Woman, and apufillanimousBoy, 
a Slave to his Mother; and to embrace the Caule 
of a Man of Honour and Condudt, one that was 
their Fellow-Soldier, and whofe Life had been 
fpent in Arms and martial Employments; they 
prefently clofed in with the Offer, and, deierting 

2 



Alexan¬ 
der s 

.Death. 
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Alexander , went all over to Maxhnine \ and una- 
nimoufly faluted him Emperor. 

The poor trembling, iainting Alexander , with 

much Difficulty, returned to his Tent-, and, 
hanging about his Mother, piteoufly lamenting 
(as they report) and upbraiding her as the Caule 
of this miferable Calamity, waited for the Com¬ 
ing of his Murtherer. Nor was it long before 
Maximine, being now unanimouffy faluted Ait- 
gujlus by the whole Army, difpatch d a Tribune, 
with fome Centurions, to murther Alexander anu 
his Mother, and all about them that fhould dare 
to offer the lead Oppofition. The Officers ar¬ 
rived, broke into the Pavilion, and kill d him 
and his Mother, with all whom they thought 
his Friends or Favourers i except fome few, 
who found means to efcape, or fecrete them- 
felves •, but foon after were all apprehended by 

Maxhnine, and put to Death. 

Such was the End of Alexander's Life, and 
his Mother’s, after he had reigned fourteen 
Years, without Blood, and without Complaint, 
as to his Civil Government. For he was utterly 
abhorrent of Murther, Cruelty, and all illegal 
Adfs i and always inclined to Humanity, and 
doing kind Offices: So that his Reign had been 
unblemifhed, were it not contaminated by the 
Avarice and fordid Meannefs of his Mother. 


HERO- 




T 


Jt 


HE Life of Alexander has been aboveA.D.236 
deferibed and the Manner of his Death, 
after he had worn the Imperial Purple 


fourteen Years. 

Max inline, having obtained the Supremacy, 
made a fad Alteration in the Face of Affairs; 
executing the Power he had gotten with great 
Aufterity, and reducing the Empire, from a 

calm mild Conftitution of Government, to a 


and bloody Tyranny 

was difguftful to the Peopl 


For 


he knew 


becaufe he had 

been'the'firft advanced from the. loweft Condi- 

Fortune•, and was by Nature, 

as Birth, a Barbarian, having that Fe- 
and Thirft of Blood fo natural to his 


O 



Race and Country •, he refolved to eftablifh his 
Power by A&s of Cruelty. This he thought 
incumbent on him-, left the Senate, and all his 
Subie&s, not looking to his prefent Grandeur, 
but’ reflecting on his obfeure Birth and mean 
Parentage, might hold him in Contempt 


was 


now whifper’d and 


mong all, that he was formerly 


Cattle on 


Mountains of c f h 1 

U 3 


f 


d about a- 
Tender of 
i and had 
recoin- 
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recommended himfe 1 f, by his Bulk and Brawn, 


to be a common Soldier in his own Country ; 
after which, Fortune, as it were, took him by 
the Hand, and lifted him by degrees into the 
Imperial Throne of the Romans . Wherefore, 


of the Romans . 


at his fir ft Entrance upon the Sovereignty, he 
removed all the Friends of Alexander , and the 
Counfellors the Senate had chofen for him ; 


Counfeilors the Senate 


feme of whom he fent back to Romc\ and others 
he deprived of their Office-, pretending the Re¬ 
gulation of Affairs required this Reform. But 

O 1 

his true Motive for it was, he chofe to be alone 
in the Army, and, from a Confcioulnefs of his 
mean Extraction, would have none about him 
who were fuperior in Blood-, that, mounted, as 
It were, upon a Pinnacle of Power, with no Per- 
fon of Dignity to awe him, he might have Op¬ 
portunity to pradtiie all the barbarous Adis of 


Oil! al y x 


ower. 


Fie like wife dilinils’d from 


Court all Alexander s menial Servants, whom he 
had employ’d for lb many Years; blit put the 
greatefl part of them to Death, as fufpedled of 
Treafon, becaufe he knew they lecretly mourn’d 


aite r. 
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the Lcfs of their Matter. 

I 

But what more exafperated his Fury, and 
- Birred him up to unbounded Cruelty, was the 
Information he had received, of a Coni pi racy 
s# form ins asrainil him by feveral Centurions of 
titc Armv, in Conjunction with the whole Se- 
mite. There was one Magnus , a Man ot Petri- 


*' ■' t P 


-I i -*- •* * 
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cian and Coniular Rank •, who• was charged with 
plotting Treafon againfi him, and foiliciting 
feme of the Soldiers to make a Revolution of 


plotting Treafon againfi: him 


the Empire in favour of himfelf* which was 
Did to be ulan’d in the following Manner. 

A. 


mmmt 



maximine 



Me:cmine had thrown a Bridge over the Ri 


Defi 


V.' 

For as foon as he had gotten the 


to 


Forces upon 


Germans 


PoVer into his Hands, he immediately fetabout 

the Operations of War : 
to be chofen to the Empire on account ol 


Becaufe 


feem’d 


Size and Soldierly Stren 


and his Ex 


perience in War, he was willing to confirm hi 
Charafter, and the good Opinion the Soldier 
had of his Abilities, by his Aftion 


lame time 


firev/ 


Rly rejefted for his^lefpicable Timidity 


Siownels in 


and at the 

that Alexander had been 

and 

thefe 


Enterpnzes 


. - x . .. • i 

Confalerations, he never ceafed difciphning and 

cifing the Army; and being always in Arms 


ftimulated the Soldiers by his 


Wour and Afliduity 


o 


fi nillied 


made 



attacking the Germans 


The Bridge then bein 

for palling over and 
But Magnus was ac- 

ciifbd'wkh^pci'fuading no fmall Ntunber of the 
Flower of the Army, and efpecially thole who 

p 0 fted to guard the Bridge, that as foon as 
F ’ ither Side, they fiiould 

by cutting off his Re- 



br 


was on the 

B rid ge 


the Fury ol 


Barbar 


For the River was fo deep and wide, that 
ras impoffible he could crofs it after the Dif- 
ition of the Bridge, as there were no Yeffels 
Franfports on the oppofite Coaft 

Sum of Magnus s Chaige*, wl 


This 


by Maximine 


fay 


For 


hard to decide, where there was no Conviffioin 

but the Accufed, with all befides, who were but 


were 


fpeGed of being privy to the Plot 
ediately feized, and cruelly murthered, with 

J - r* 1 . _ TJ rr 


Proof, Trial, or fo much as a Hearing 



4 


There 
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Sua 

tins. 


and accidentally meeting 


There was likewife another Sedition raifed 

amon g the Ofroenes: Who, warmly refenting the 
Death of Alexander, 

with one of his Friends, Quartinus by Name, 
a Man of Conlular Dignity, whom Maximine 
had difmilTed from the Army, laid hold on him 
unawares; and Compell’d him, againft his Will, 
to become their Leader; and, attending him 
with the Ceremony of the Fire, and other 
pompous but' fatal Honours, infilled to make 
him Emperor; though nothing could be more 
gainft his Inclination. But he was treacheroufly 


murthered in the Nisi 


afleep 


Tent, by one that was his Companion, and 


he thought) his I 


r 


This Mai 


whole 


Name was Macedon , had been formerly Com 

1 . /H ^ * 


mander in Chief of the 0 


:j 


and 


the 


Author of the prefent Defedlion and Confpiracy 
againft Maximine. Nor had lie the leaft Cauie 
of Enmity or Hatred againft a Perfon, whom 


he firft perfuaded, or 


forced 


his 


Party 


and afterwards barbarouOy murthered 


For thinking he ihould wonderfully oblig 
Maximine , he cut off his Head, and carried i 


the Emp 


Who, though glad enough of 


the Accident, that had rid him of one he 
judged his Enemy, yet difapproved the Bafe 


ncfs of the Addon 


and 


Macedon 


was 


hoping fome extraordinary Reward, he order’d 
him to be feized and put to Death, as the Ring¬ 


leader of 


Rebellion, the Mu 


of 


Man he had forced into his Meafures, and 
bafe Betrayer of profefs ? d Friendlhip. 


Such Incentives as thefe 


flamed the barbaro 


Spirit of Max 


natu¬ 


rally prone to Revenge and Cruelty. His Coun¬ 


tenance 
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was Hern and formidable; and the Size of 


Body 


fo vafk that he 


hardly be 


match’d by any one of the moft athletic Greeks. 
or the fiouteft and moft pugnacious Barbarians. 

Having fettled the above-mention’d Di 
fturbances, he put himfelf at the Head 


of his P enet t r h a e tes 

Troops, and marched fearlefs over the Bridge, Enemy ’ s 
in order to attack the Germans. He had a nu- Country, 
merous Army, confifting of almoft all the Ro¬ 
man Power, a great Number of Moors excel¬ 
lent at the Dart and Bow, befides Ofroenes and 

Armenians , fome of whom were his Subje&s, 

;, and all the 

whether Mer- 
Deferters, or Captives. This promis¬ 
cuous Multitude had been firft colle&ed by A- 
lexander , and augmented and disciplined by 


others his Allies and Auxili 
Parthians in the Roma 


Max 


Bv 


the Dart 


and Archers 


Seemed the beft qualified to annoy the Enemy 
they attack’d with incredible Expedition, be 


fore the Ger 


with equal Activity 


great way 


and retreated 
Maximine advanced 

and 


the Enemy’s Country 


meeting no Oppofition (for the Barbarians re¬ 
tired at his Approach) he laid Wafte all the 
Fields, especially thofe of Corn, which was then 

ripe ; Set fire to the Villages s and permitted his 
Soldiers to ranfack and plunder without Mo- 


leftation. For the 
Germans 


n 

a, 


Habitations of 


Ely deftroyed by 


as 


they 


have very few Stones or Bricks, but build chief¬ 
ly with Timber, their Woods being exceedingly 
thick of Trees; which they fell; and, joining 
and faftening them together, frame a kmu oi 
Tabernacles. In this holiiie manner Maximine 
preceded through great part of the Country, 

2 driving 



The me¬ 
morable 

Battle in 
a Mar ill. 






/ 
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driving off the Cattle, and giving all the Herds 
they met to his Army. For the Germans re¬ 
tired from the champain Parts, and every Place 
that was naked of Trees, and hid themfelves in 
the Woods, and remained about the marfhy 


O 

V' 


Groundsy that they might Tally upon the En 
my, or engage them in thefe unequal Placesy 
where the thick Shrubs would be a good Cover¬ 
ing from the Darts and Arrows, and the Depth 
of the Moraffes muff be very dangerous to the 
Romans , who were entirely Strangers to the Na¬ 
ture of the Places *, but, on the contrary, them¬ 
felves could eafiiy run through them, as they 
were well acquainted \yith the Country y knew 
what Parts were unpaffable, what hard y and 
ufually ran through the Dirt and Water up to 
their Knees. Belides, the Germans are very ex¬ 
pert Swimmers •, for they ufe no other Baths, 
but open Lakes and Rivers. 

This part of the Country, therefore, was the 
principal Scene of Action •, and here the Em- 

i ^ i /■’ i i i -i ■*—* 


per or 


himielf bravely began a Battle. 


For 






having attack’d the Germans near a vaft and deep 
Moral's, into which the Enemy retreating, the 
Reman Troops were afraid to purfue, 
mine himielf fdrfb rode into a Lake, that tool 
his Horfe up to the Belly y and made a great 
Slaughter among the Barbarians who refilled 
him; till the reft oi the Soldiers, animated 
his Example, and fearing the Reproach of de- 
ferting their Sovereign lighting in their Caufe, 
plunged in to his Alfiftance. And now a ge¬ 
neral Batle eniiied y where the Difpute was lharp 
and bloody. Great Numbers fell on the Roman 
Side y but the Barbarians loft almoft their whole 
Multitude, the Reman Prince eminently fi¬ 
nalizing 
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jializing his Valour, till the Ponds and Bogs 
were filled up with dead Carcafes, and the Lake 
red with Blood*, fo that the Battle of Foot- 
Forces, fighting in a Morafs, afforded a lively 

Reprefentation of a Sea-Engagement. 

The Battle ended, Maximine not only dif- 
patch’d Letters a to the Senate and People, with 
a particular Detail of the Adtion, and Account 
of his own Prowefs •, but had the whole Battle 

painted in large Figures, and hung up befoie 
the Senate-houfe; that the Citizens of Rome ? 

might entertain their Eyes, as well as Ears, with 
the" Defcription of what had been atchieved. 

But this Piece, with all the reft of his Images 
and Statues, were afterwards pulled down by 

the Senate. 

There were feveral Battles after this •, in which 
he won great Honour, expofing his own Perfon, winters at 
and attacking the Enemy with Sword in Hand : Sirmium . 


of thefe 


the Life of Maximine written by Julius Capitolinus (which 
Life is little clfe than an Abridgment of this part of Hero- 
diavH Hiftory, in Low Latin.) The Copy was tranfenbed 
from Cor<lus ; who affirms, it was dictated by Maximuie 
himfclf. And, as the firft-mention’d Author obferves, there 
is no Reafon to fulpcd it lpurious; fince there is nothing in 
the Style of the Letter, but what Maximine, tho’ a Semi- 
Barbarian, might be capable of writing. The Latin runs 

A 


tllUS y 


to {Timms iantimiy P. C. loam, quantum f 


Pc 


v 


X'iUU uunutT**** .. ”'7 1 + - j . . 

400 mil ha Gcrmanorum vicos inc vidimus, greges abduxvniis , 
captivos abflraximus, armatos occidimus, in palude puguavi- 


7) IKS. 




fylvas, nifi altitudo paludi 


pennijijji 


f 

Confcript Fathers, fay fi 


done. For the/pace of 400 Miles wc have f 
of the Germans, driven off their Cattle, ct 
Captives, killed the Warriors, and fought in 

penetrated into the Wlods, but t 


o 

is 


W 


c 


IP 


Depth of 


1fjes would not let its paf 


But 
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But as the Seafon of the Year was far advanced, 
he thought proper to lead the Army into Win¬ 
ter-Quarters ; and, carrying off the Priloners 
and Plunder, returned to Pannonia. He re- 
fided all the Winter at Sirmium , a large City in 
thofe Parts •, where he made the neceffary Pre¬ 
parations for the enfuing Campaign ; threaten¬ 
ing (and ’tis probable he might have perform’d 
it) to cut off and reduce all the German Na¬ 
tions as far as the Ocean. 

flis Glory Thus great was Maximine in Feats of Arms; 
in War and would have acquired immortal Praife, had 
iuilied by not hj s Cruelty and Barbarity to his Subje&s 

Cruelty! eclipfed his martial Glory. For what avail’d it 

9 to have cut off the Barbarians; when more 
Murthcrs were committed at Rome, and in the 
Provinces of the Empire ? Where was the Ad¬ 
vantage of taking Plunder and Captives from 
the Enemy; and then defpoiling his Subjects of 
their lawful Properties ? For, under him, free 
Toleration, or rather Encouragement, was given 
to Informers to do mifehief, and prefer Indid- 
ments againft Perfons for Crimes, perhaps, of 
their Fore-fathers, never known or detected to 
that Day. Nor was any one brought to the 
Bar by an Informer, but he was immediately 
caff, and ftript of all his Fortune. So that you 
might frequently fee Men of great Poffeffions 
one Day, reduced the next to Want, and beg¬ 
ging for Bread; the dire Effe&s of his initiate 
Avarice, fupported by Tyrannic Power, under 
Pretence of lupplying Moneys to diftribute to 
the Soldiers. His Ears were always fo open to 
every malicious Calumny, that he paid no Re¬ 
gard to Age or Quality; but, upon the flight¬ 
ed and mod frivolous Slanders, would order 

Prefebts 



maximin 



7 


Prefers of Armies and Provinces, Men of Con 


fulai- Dignity, and feme 


Triumphal Ho 


foe feized, hurried upon mean Vehi¬ 
cles, without any Attendants, and dragged a- 
lons. Night and Day, from the Eaft or Welt, 
or, if it fo chanced, from the moft Southern 

Parts of the Empire 


Pannoma 


he 


commonly refided ; and there having degraded 
and ftript them of all they poffefied, he con¬ 
demned them either to Death or Banilhment. 

As long as he pradtifed theie Cruelties upon 
finale Perfons, the Calamities, being confined to 

the Sufferer’s Family, did not much affedt the 
Cities and Nations as Collective Bodies. For the 
Diftrefies of the Great and Wealthy are not only 


garded by the Populace 


but oftentimes 

Men of evil Minds, and malicious Spirits, rejoice 
their Misfortunes; envying the Profpenty 


of thofe who feem happ 


than themfelves 


But, after having reduced many illuftripus Fa¬ 
milies to Beggary, not content with private 


kap 


which he thought inconfiderable and 


trifling he broke in upon the Public Funds; 
feizing into his own Pofieffion all the City- 
Stocks, either referved againfi: a Dearth of Pro- 
vifions, or collected for the Ufe of the poor Ci¬ 
tizens ; with whatever Sums had been fet apart 
for the Support of the Theatres and other po 


pular Diverfions 


All the confecrated Gilts of 


v _ Temples, the Effigies pf the Gods, the Sta¬ 
tues and Armory of Heroes, the curious Pieces 
of Workmanffiip in Public Buildings, the De¬ 
corations and Ornaments of the City; in a word, 

everything compofed of valuable Metals was 

melted down, and turned into Monev. This 


Money 


ft un a the People with Vexation, and caufed 

O ^ 1 


an 


nni- 
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univerfai Mourning, to fee the City ranfack’d 
and enduring all tire Evils of a hofbilc Siege, 
without War, and without Arms. Some of 

them were brave enough to refill, and attempt 
the Defence ot the Temples; chufing rather to 
die before the Altars, than to Hand and fee 
their Country ravaged. Hence arofe great 
Confufions thro 5 all the Cities and Provinces ^ 
and the Hearts of the Commonalty fwell’d with 
Relentment. Nor, indeed, did the Soldiers 
themfelves much like what was done *, being 
perpetually reviled and upbraided by their Re¬ 
lations and Families, as they for whofe Sakes 


A.D.239. 
The Re¬ 
bellion in 
Africa. 


Maximine did all this Mifchief. 

Such Caufes as thefe, far from frivolous or 
unreafonable, ftirred up the Multitude to Ha¬ 
tred *, and made them eager to revenge thcm- 
felves by Rebellion. But as yet they only 
prayed and invoked the injured Gods: But 
none of them had Courage enough to begin 
the Deliverance j till, after three Years of Maxi- 
mine's Reign, the Libyans firll, upon a very 
trifling Occaflon (as the Affairs of Tyrants are 
always flippery) took up Arms, and raifed a 
Rebellion on the following Account. 

The High-Steward b at Carthage exercifed his 
Judicial Power over that Country with all the 
Extremities of Rigor, Oppreflion, and Cruelty 


b Thefe Officers the Romans call’d Procuratores fifci; 
ProBors or Procurators of the Fife us ; which was a Revenue 
appropriated to the Maintenance of the Emperor and his 
Family ; as the JEravium , or public Treafury, was for the 
Support of the Government. Sometimes the Perfon veiled 
with this Office is call’d Procurator ad rat tones, A Procu¬ 
rator to the Accounts ; fometimes Procurator rationales, 
Proc!or-Acccmptant ; and often, in the Low Latin, Ratio- 
ualis, Accountant, I11 the Times of the Confuls, the Ma¬ 
nagement 




nagcment of the public Acconipts war. committed to Urban, 
and Provincial, Qurtjlors. The City -bhutjlors prefided over 
the Treasury at Rome ; and difpenled the Lautia , or fplen- 
did Prefents bellowed on Foreign Ambaffadors; for whofe 
Entertainment they provided at the Charge of the Public. 
Their Office was merely Civil, having nothing to do with 
the Army, but only to iffue out ol the Treafury the Mili¬ 
tary Standards, &c. lor the new-raifed Legions, when the 
Confuls were going on any Expedition. But the Provincial 

Quajicrs went with the Confuls, or Pretors, 

Refidcnce with the Governors of the fcvcral Provinces. 
Sometimes they had the chief Command of Armies, in the 
fame manner as the Legates, during the Ablence of th 


and had their 


Conful 


Money 


and other Tributes impofed on the conquer’d Nations. 
Thefe Tributes they often lett out to farm j and the Perfons 

* ,t ^ 7 r\C 1 _ _ 


d 


Of whom we 


frequently read in the New Teftament. . T 


c. 2: 


7 


fays, they were firft inftituted in the 1 ime of the 

Kings. Their Number was at fir ft but two ; but incrcalcd 

;ording to Dio, 1 . xliii.) 

But thofe modern Au- 

Officc of the Quesftors 


Julius Caf 


hmilar to that of the Procurators. 1 he foimer was 
very agreeable to the Roman Conllitution; but the lattei 
was look’d on as a tyrannous Encroachment on theii Re¬ 
mains of Liberty, and was odious both to Citizens and 
Provincials. The Procurators of the City fupeiintended the 
Collection of the Crown-Revenue, arifing not only from the 
Confifcation of the Fortunes of all who were judged Tiai- 
tors to the Emperor, and the heavy bines exacted from 
'f&wSy Cbrijiians, and other Diflentcrs from the Religion 
by Law eftablilhed j but alio from Imports, Tolls, and 
Umipc laid on Carriages. Commodities, toV. They are 


Book 


Jlx ll viilsl tvaio woj ” v * - -O 

as Inftruments of Extortion under Maximi/ie- 


r the People, 
The Provin- 


fupervifed the Confifcation of Effects 


the 
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of his own Principles. And all the Overfeers 
of the Revenue, even tho* it happened (which 
was but very rare) that they were Men of to¬ 
lerable ITonefty, fell into the fame iniquitous 
Meafures; and, through Fear of the prefent 
Danger, and well knowing his unbounded Gree- 
dinels, imitated, tho’ unwillingly, the Adtions 

of the reft. This High-Steward then of Libya , 
among other Adis of Violence, having fraudu¬ 
lently condemned fome young Men of good 
Birth and Fortunes, endeavour’d to extort Mo¬ 
ney from them •, and to ftrip them of all their 
Patrimonies, the ancient Inheritances of their 
Fore-fathers. Which the young Gentlemen 
bearing very hardly, promifed to bring him the 
Sums demanded, if he would only indulge them 

ace they 
had fuf- 

fered, or were afraid of fuffering, the like Op- 
prefiion; and ordered all their Servants in the 
Country to come to them in the Night with 
Clubs and Pick-axes. 


with three Days time: In which Sp 
formed a Confpiracy of all, who either 


the Colle&ion of the feveral Taxes, Excifes, &c. impofed 
on the Provinces for Supplies to the Fifus, in the fame 
manner as their Brother-Officers in the City. But though 
the Power of the Cit y-QuaJlors over the public Treafury 
was difcontinued by Augujlus C,rfar, reltorcd by Claudius , 
and taken quite away by Nero ; yet in the Proconfular Pro¬ 
vinces (of which Africa was one, as we ffiall Ihew in the 
next Note) the ordinary Tributes and Taxes were fuper- 
intended by FUurfors, according to the ancient Conllitu- 
tion ; and the Money colledled by them was applied to the 
Payment of the Army, and the Surplus brought into the 
public Treafury. At this Time then there were in Africa 
both a Procurator fifci , for the Revenue of the Emperor; 

and a after, for the Treafury, refiding with the Procon- 
ful; as we read in the Sequel. 


9 
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The VafTals readily obeyed their Lords Com- The Pro- 
mands, and came together into the City before cur f or 
Break of Day, hiding under their Clothes fuch lciU d ‘ 
extemporary Arms as they could furnifh them- 
felves with in the Fields. A prodigious Multi¬ 
tude was foon colle6ted; for Libya , being a very 
populous Country, employed a great Number 

of Hufbandmen. As foon as it was light, the 
young Gentlemen came, and ordered their Ser¬ 
vants to follow them with feeming Carelelnefs, 
as if they belonged to the reft of the Croud •, 
but not to difeover their Arms, till any of the 
Soldiers or People attempted to feize their Ma- 
fters for what they fhould do •, then to make a 
vigorous Refiftance. Themfelves, with their 
Daggers conceal’d in their Bofoms, proceded to 
the High-Steward’s Hall, as if they were go¬ 
ing to treat with him about the Payment of the 
Money •, and, rufhing upon him unawares, ftab’d 
him. Upon which, the Guards drew their 
Swords, and endeavour’d to revenge his Death *, 
but the whole Multitude of Ruftics pull’d out 
their Clubs and Pick-axes, and, bravely fighting 
for their Matters, in a little time put the Sol¬ 
diers to Flight. 

Matters having thus far well fucceeded, the The Mai- 
young Gentlemen, knowing themfelves engaged contents 

in a defperate Caufe, from which there was no ^ ° r ' 

receding, concluded, their only means of Safety 
confifted in vindicating one bold Attempt with 
a greater. They therefore refolved to make the 
Governor of the Province of their Party, and fol- 
licit the whole Nation to a Revolt: Which they 
knew was a thing univerfally wifh’d, and only 
impeded by the Terror of Maximme’s Power. 

X Accord- 
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Accordingly, they came to the Proconful 


H< 

M 

M 


abc 


Mid-oay 


d 



His Name was Gordian 


all the 
an old 


whofe Lot the Proconlulate fell 


c The ingenious and learned Salmafus very judicioufiy 
diftinguiffies between Procovfular Provinces, and Confular. 
The former, he cbfervcs, were fuch as were ruled by Go¬ 
vernors after their Confulfaips; who obtain d them by Lot, 
according to the ancient Inftitution of the Romans in their 
Republican State. Every one, tho’ but moderately veiled 
in the Roman Affairs, knows, that Confuls and rretors, af¬ 
ter the difeharge of their refpeftive Offices at Rome, had 
Provinces allotted them to govern for a certain Time- Al¬ 
ter which they were fucceded by others of the like D lg- 
nitv, who obtain’d thefe Provinces by Lot. This Cullom 

J V /- t f.. ^ 7 ) «« HP. 


kept 


Auguftus Cap 


Idllfo IUU|CV.t ---- o J * ♦ 

to let the Confuls and I’retors prefide over the 1 rovmces, as 

Gnnfnlates and Pretures; 


d indifci 


auu uiciG wuc v* **.~**^.. j , 

even tho' they were governed by Perfons of no higher -KanR 

,i r> __ often n f Prnrnnfuls. who 


Li Lilli X .- ■ - . - . 

had never been Confuls. But upon the fubduing moie 
Nations, and forming new Provinces, Augufus fent Legates, 
of his own chufmg, of Confular or Prctorian Dignity, to 
covern them, without any regard to Lot as befoie. Thefe 
new Governors, if they had been Confuls, were ftyled Cov- 

~ 2tes • if only Pretors, Pretorian ; and fometimes 

^ • _ m —. • T . J 


pda 


pi Prop 


Propratorian Legates of 


( Pus ■ and their Provinces were call’d Confula 

J . ._._ /*> r\ • n • o’ .1 _ 1 _ ±. ~ _ 


torian Provinces. The fame Dillincdion the later Emperors 
oblerved, permitting the old and peaceable Provinces to be 
obtain’d by Lot by the Confuls and Pietois. But fent Le¬ 
gates into the other Provinces; which they call d the Empe¬ 
ror’s own, in contradiflinftion to the Proconfulai Provinces, 

_ - - « ^ i i i _i «r /J of 


belonged 


this Time was one; and Gordian , according to the ordinary 
Cuftom, was the Proconful. However, upon any new Com¬ 
motions, or fudden Emergencies, they altered theie Forms, 
and made Proconfular Provinces Confular', and <vicepverfa. 

Vide Salmaf ad JuL Capitol, in vit. Marc . Ant. Philofoph. 

he 
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was eighty Years of Age; after he had been 

Provinces, and well tried in 
n of very important Affairs. 

would eafily 


Ruler of leveral 
the Adminiftrati< 

Which induced them to thinl 


r% 

a 


nd 


be prevail’d on to accept the Sovereignty 
the Summit of all his former Dignities; 
that th t Roman Senate and People would eagerly 
embrace fuch a Man for their Emperor, who 
was well born, and had advanced through fe- 
veral Pods of Government, as a gradual Af- 
cent to this the higheft. 

It happened, that, the Day thefe Thin 

tranfaded, Gordian was 


redding, in leifure 


his 
Fati 


Houle 


fhort Refpite 
and enjoying a Ceffation fr 


x tii 1 vv —- 

kinds of Bufinefs. The young Men 


to his hm P eror 

m all 


Swords in 
of the Pal; 
where they 
and, immediately 


Hands, difperfed the Porter 


broke 


An 


found him repofed upon 


tD 


D 


Couch *, 
round him, threw 


the purple Robe over his Shoulders, and faluted 

him with Align ft an Honours. Gordian , afto- 
nilh’d at the Strangenefs of the thing, and 
thinking it was fome Treachery, and a Snare 
laid for his Life, leaps from his Couch, throws 
himfelf on the Ground, and prays them to fpare 
an old Man, who never had done them any In- 


jufti 


Pr 


prefer 


their Faith and Affedion 


But while they prefs’d on him 


with their naked Swords v and he, through Fear 
and Ignorance of what had happened, miftook 
their Defign, being unable to conjedure the 
Caufe of this fudden Fortune; one of the young 
Men, who was fuperior to the reft in Birth and 
Force of Eloquence, orders his Companions to 

be filent and have a little Patience; and, grafp- 


X 2 


ing 



The 
young 
Man’s 
Speech to 

Gordian, 



ther to undertake your own and our Preferva- 
“ tion, and to nobly truft that better. Hope 
« which we have already trufted, or die imme- 
46 diately by our Swords. If you embrace the 
“ prelent Opportunity, you are furnilh’d with 
« many Refrelhments for the Way, to raife 
« your Hopes, and infpire you with Courage. 
“ You will take off a tyrant univerfally hated, 
“ and flop the raging Plague ol Cruelty. You 
4C will add new Luftre to your pad; great Ac- 
“ tions •, and purchafe to yourfelf a Name of 
“ Renown and everlafting Honour from the 
“ Roman Senate and the whole people. But it 

<c you deny what we afk, and refufe to conlpire 

u with us in this glorious Caule, Fate has fix d 
“ this Day for your lait. Behold us here pre- 
“ pared, firft to put an End to your Life, and 
“ then to throw our own after, if Neceffity re- 


u quires. For we have already a&ed fo daring an 
“ Exploit, that we are obliged to proceed even 
<c to the laft Extremity of Defpair. The wicked 
5t Minifler of Tyranny lies dead; and has fuf- 

ct fered from our Hands the Punifhment of his 

^ ^ | » # • 1 

« Cruelty: Wherefore if you call in your Lot 
u with ours, and become a Partner in the com- 
“ mon Danger, your Pains will be rewarded 
w with the Imperial Dignity; and the Deed we 
44 have already committed, fhall, inflead of Pu- 
4£ nifhment, receive Commendation.”— 

While 
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While the Youth was fpeaking in this man- Gordian 
ner, the reft of the Multitude, feeing the whole a £ ce P ts 
City flocking to the Place (for they now had ^ 
heard , what had happened) could no longer nours. 
contain, but again faluted Gordian , Auguftus. 

Pie, tho’ he pretended to decline the Honour, 
and defired to be excufed by reafon of his Age, 
yet, being naturally covetous of Glory, willingly 
enough accepted the Offer; chufing the future 
Danger before the prefent; and thinking that, 
as he was very old, and confequently could not 
exped to live many Years longer, it would be 
no great Lofs, if he fliould happen to be cut 
off in the Enjoyment of Imperial Honours. 

And now the whole Libyan Nation was in a 
Tumult. They pull’d down all the Honours 
of Maximine , and adorn’d the City with Gor¬ 
dian's Pidures and Statues; and gave him the 

additional Surname of Africanus. For the Li¬ 
byans y who inhabit the Southern parts of the 
Country, are call’d in the Roman Tongue, A- 

fricans. 

Gordian , having (laid a few Days at Thy If rum, He re- 
where thefe Things were tranfaded, bearing moves 
now the Title and Plabit of Emperor, leaves f j om 
Thy If rum and haftens to Carthage, which he 
knew to be a great and populous City •, where 
he might carry on Affairs, as if he was at Rome. 

For this City, in Wealth, Number of Citizens, 
and Largenefs, is inferior to none but Rome % 
and contends for the fecond Place of Honour 
with her Rival Alexandria in Egypt. Hither he 
came, attended with all Imperial Pomp and Ce¬ 
remony. AH the Soldiers in the Place, and 
the talleft young Men of the City, march’d be¬ 
fore him, arm’d with Spears, in the fame man- 

X 3 ner 
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ner as the Life-Guards before Emperors at Rome •, 
and the Laureat Rods were carried before him, 
which is the great Mark of Diftindtion between 
the Emperor’s Honours and thofe ot interior 

Magifcrates j, nor was the Ceremony of the 
Fire omitted in the Proceflion: So that Carthage 
flione out with a lhort Eclat, and exhibited a 


He dif- 

patches 

Letters to 

Rome. 


lively Picture in miniature of the Splendor, 
Pomp, and Fortune of Rome. 

Gordian prefently difpatches Letters to every 
Perfon of Diftindlion at Rome •, and writes to 
the principal Members of the Senate, the great- 
eft part of whom were his Friends or Pvelations. 
He likewife fent public Letters to the Roman 
People and the Senate, fignifying the unani¬ 
mous Affedtion the Africans bore him ; and at 
the fame time took care to blame the Cruelty 
of Maximine , knowing it was the Objedt of 


their univerfal Deteftation. 


He (hewed all the 


Indications of Moderation and Gentlenefs; ba- 
niftiing the Informers, and giving Power to all 
who had been unjuftly fentenced, to make a 
new Appeal •, and recalling the Exiles into their 
own Countries. He likewife promifed to give 
extraordinary Donatives to the Soldiers, fuch as 
none before had ever made, and large Congia- 
ries to the People. 

He Above all, he took care to have Vitalian , 

fchemes Prefedt of the Camps at Rome, put to Death; 

Fitaharis a ]\/[ an 0 f t p e mo ft f ava g e Cruelty, a great Fa- 

■ ean * vourite of Maximine , and wholly devoted to 

his Service. But Gordian , fufpedting he might 
jnake an obftinate Refiftance to his Defigns, 
and thereby deter the reft Irom vindicating his 
Caufe, fends the §u<fftor of the Province, a 
young Man of a daring Spirit, ftrong, 

the 
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the Flower of his Age, and ready to undertake 
the moft dangerous Talk for his Sake, together 
with fome Captains and a Party of Soldiers j to 
whom he gave Letters feaPd up in double Tab¬ 
lets, by which they ufe to convey their fecret 
Difpatches to the Emperors. He orders them 
to enter the City before Day-light, and go to 
Vitalien , while he was bulled about Addons of 
Judicature in the little private Office of his 
Judgment-hall-, where he always examin’d, 
himfelf, the Difpatches of Importance and Se¬ 
crecy relating to the Preservation of the Em¬ 
peror •, and to pretend, they had iecret Letters 
ior Maximine ; that they were fent by ibmebody 
on a Meflage, which nearly concern’d the Em¬ 
peror’s Safety and therefore that they delired 
to have an Opportunity of fpeaking with him 

in private, and declaring the Contents of their 
Difpatches; which being granted, to ftep to 
him, while he was taken up in examining the 
Seals, as if they were going to fpeak fomething, 
and flab him with their Daggers; which they 
were to carry conceal’d in their Bofoms for that 
Purpole. 

This Scheme had its defired Succefs. They Fit a linn 
came upon him while it was dark, it being his takcn off - 
ufual Cuftom to come out before Break of Day; 
and had the good Luck to find him in a man¬ 
ner alone, being only attended with a few Per- 
fons: For fome v/ere not yet come 5 and others, 
after attending his Levee, and paying their u- 
fual Compliments, were gone before Morning. 

Every thing therefore being very quiet, and 
only two or three Perfons Landing before the 
Office-door, they began their Errand as above 
related, and were eafily admitted. They pre- 


X 


4 


fently 




fently produced their Letters •, and while he was 
poring very earneftly upon the Impreflions of 
the Seals, they drew out their Poniards, and, 
having ftab’d him to Death, immediately fprang 
out, flourifhing their naked Weapons at the 
Standers-by; who foon retreated in a great 
Fright, thinking the Deed was done by Maxi¬ 
mine's Order j inafmuch as he often adted in this 
manner, even with thofe who were efteem’d his 
belt Favourites. From thence they preceded 
thro 5 the Holy Street , produced Gordian's public 
Letter to the People, and delivered all their other 
Difpatches to the Confuls and the reft ; at the 
fame time fpreading a Report, that Maximine 
alio was taken off. 


GvJJnu 
and his 


Son de¬ 
clared 

Kmpcrors 
bv the Sc- 


Which Rumour prevailing, prefently all the 
People ran up and down the Streets like lb 
many Enthufiafts. For though the Vulgar of 

every Nation are fond of Innovations and Re¬ 


ef Governi 


r: ate. 


yet the Roman Po 


pulace, confiding of an infinite Number of all 
forts of People, a mifcellaneous Multitude from 
every Quarter of the World, are more incon- 


are mor 


mcon- 


llant and fantaftic in their Op 
of any other Country. The 
and every other Token of E 
Maximine , were foon null’d 


inions, than thofe 
Statues, Pictures, 


dden Id 


)ther Token of Honour 
were foon pull’d down 


■edled to 
and that 


latred, which lay fupprefs’d byT 
vented without Fear, Check, oi 


Mo 


had 


The Senate afiembled ^ and, tho’ they 
certain Information about Maximine , 


yet conjedturing, by 


prefent Face of Afi 


Id enfue, abolilh’d all his Ho 


and declared Gordian and his 


Em 


perors. As many of the Informers and Ac- 
•afters as could be apprehended, were kill’d by 

thofe 
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thofe who had fuffered through their Indict¬ 
ments •, and the reft fled out of the City. The 
Procurators d and Juftices, Minifters and Agents 
of Maximine's Cruelty, were dragged by the 
People, and thrown into the Common Sewers. 
Innumerable Murthers were committed; and 
many innocent Perfons were facrificed to private 
Refentments. For they, who were involved in 
Debts, entangled in Suits of Law, or chagrin’d 
by any other little Caufes of Hatred, broke in¬ 
to the Houfes of their Creditors, Adverfaries, 
or Enemies i and, under pretence of taking Ven¬ 
geance of them as Informers, robbed and mur- 
thered whomever they thought fit. Thus, un¬ 
der the fpecious Pretext of fecuring Peace and 
Liberty, they a£ted all the dire Effects of a 
Civil War. Even the Prefect of the City, $a- 
binus by Name, a Man that had gone through 

many Offices of Confular Dignity, loft his Lite 

in the Riot: For while he endeavoured to hin¬ 


der their Proceedings, they daffi’d out his Brains 
with a wooden Club. 


While the People were in this Disorder, the Accounts 
Senate, fully refolved to break through all ofth e Re- 
Danger, and apprehenfive of the fatal Effects of 
Maximine's Refentment, did every thing to ftir f eV eral 


up the Nations to rebell againft him. They fent Provinces, 
their chief Members, and the moft honourable 


of the Equeftrian Order, Envoys to the Go¬ 
vernors of the feveral Provinces, with Let¬ 


ters fignifying their own and the People’s Senti¬ 
ments, and exhorting them to affift their com¬ 
mon Country, and the Grand Council of the 
Roman Empire; to perfuade the Nations to 


d See the Note \ Page 276. 


j 


perfevere 
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perfevere in their Duty to the Roman People, 
to whom, as a public Body, the Power ancient¬ 
ly belonged ; and whofe Friends and Subjects 
they were, from the Time of their Forefathers. 
Molt of the Governors acceded to the Refolu- 
tions of the Senate, fignified by the Envoys; 
and having prevailed upon their Provinces to re¬ 
volt (which was no hard matter, by reafon of 
the Hatred they bore to Maximine's Tyranny) 
they feized and put to Death fuch of the great 
Officers as were in Maximinfs Intereft, and 
went immediately over to the Romans. But 
fome few Governors either kill’d the Envoys, 
or fent them under ftrong Guards to Maximine \ 
who prefently condemned them to Death by 
the moil exquifite Tortures his Cruelty could 
fugged Such was the various State and Senti¬ 
ments of the Romans at that Time. 


Maxlmke Maximine , having received perfect Informa- 
much de- tion of what had been done, was much call down 

th^N at an ^ P er pl exe d with Cares *, tho* he pretended 

ews ' to defpife the Danger. The fir ft and fecond 

Days he continued quiet at Home, and only 
confulted with his Friends about what was to 



m 
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in a Plain before the City, where he came 
forth, with a Paper in his Hand, containing a- 
Speechcompofed by fomeof his Friends*, which, 
having mounted the Roftrum, he read to the 
Soldiers. It was written much in the following 


Terms. 



“ your manly Valour challenged to the Trial-, 
“ not by the Germans , whom we have fo often 
“ conquer’d *, not by the Sarmatians , who are 
“ every Day our Supplicants for Peace : Even 
“ the Perftans , who but lately were overrunning 
*<- Mefopotamia , are now very quiet, and think 

“ themfelves happy enough to enjoy their own, 
being taught the Danger of raifing Difturb- 
44 ances, by the Renown of your Arms, and 
“ the Greatnefs of my Actions, which they al- 
ways found fufRcient to withftand their ut- 
« moft Efforts, while I commanded the Camps 


« on the Banks of thofe Rivers. But not to 


“ keep you longer in fufpenfe, and by thefe 
« Comparifons make the Matter more ridicu- 
« lous J The Cathaginians , forfooth, are grown 
.« mad; and have either perfuaded or forced a 
“ poor miferable old Creature, at the very Ex- 
tremity of Feeblenefs and Dotage, to mimic 
“ the Pomp pf Majefty, and a6t a kind of Pa- 
<c geant-Emperor. For on what Army do thefe 
“ Madmen rely *, with whom Lidlors and Ser- 
“ jeants are fufficient Minifters of the Procon- 

64 fulate ? What Arms do they bear, with 

“ whom 
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“ whom there are no other Weapons, than a 

“ few Javelins to flick wild Bealls with in their 
“ Public Diverfions ? The only War-Exercifes 
“ they underfland confifl in dancing Chorufes, 
“ farcaflic Jefls, and mufical Rhythms. Nor 
“ let any of you be alarm’d at the News of 
“ what has been done at Rome 3 I mean the 
u Murther of Vitalian 3 who was furprized by 
“ Craft and Treachery. For you are no Stran- 
“ gers to the Ficklenefs and Levity of the Ro~ 
ct man Populace. You know how flout they 
“are, as, far as Uproar and Clamor may be 
“ call’d Stoutnefs •, but let but two or three 
“ arm’d Men appear againfl them, they imme- 
“ diately thrufl and trample over one another, 
“ every one flying to efcape his own Danger, 
44 and leaving the public Caufe to fhift for it- 
44 ielf. Or if any one has inform’d you of the 
“ Meafures the Senate has taken*, wonder not 
44 if our flrift and regular Conduct to them ap- 

44 pears harfli, and they prefer the loofe indolent 

45 Morals of Gordian , fo exactly fimilar to their 
44 own : For they call manly and reverend 
44 A6tions terrible 3 and, through their Lull of 

44 Pleafure, garnifli a diffolute revelling Courfe 
44 with the fine Titles of Meeknefs and Good- 
44 nature. Hence it is, that my circumfpedl 
44 and orderly Government is odious to them 
44 and they are charm’d with the Sound of Gor- 
44 dian’s Name; whofe infamous Life is to you 
44 no Secret. T hefe then are the Enemies with 
44 whom you are to contend in a War, if any 
44 one think it worthy that Name : For I am 
44 perfuaded that the greatefl part of them, the 
S£ Moment we enter Italy , will meet us with 
44 fupplicatory and pacific Branches 3 and, with 

44 their 
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« their Children in their Hands, fall proftrate 
« at our Feet j while the reft fhall fly, like 
“ fcandalous Cowards, leaving their Eftates and 
U Fortunes, for me to diftribute, and for you 
« t o receive without Fear, and to enjoy as the 

“ Fruits of your Service.” 

When he had uttered this Speech, and thrown 

out many bitter Inve&ives, in fcurrilous Oblo¬ 
quy, againft Rome and her Senate-, tofling about 
his Elands into threatning Poftures, with terri¬ 
fic Nods and wrathful Looks, as if he was en¬ 
raged with them who were prefent he gives 

Orders for a March into Italy. After drftnbut- 
ing large Sums of Money, and intermitting one 
Day, he fets out at the Head of a numerous 
Army , confifting of all the Roman Tcices, and 
a great multitude of other Soldieis-, among 
whom was no inconfiderable Number of Ger¬ 
mans , whom he had fubdued by Arms, or 
brought over as Allies and Auxiliaiies. He 
likewife took with him all the ^Vai-Engines 
and battering Ordnance, and othei Things he 
had prepared againft the Barbarians j and made 

but flow Marches, by reafon of the great Sup¬ 
ply of Carriages, and other Neceflaries, conti¬ 
nually brought him from eveiy Quartei. For, 
as this Expedition to Italy was fudden and un- 
foreleen, he had no Time to make tne ufual 
Preparations, but furnifh’d the Army with what 
was needful, by a hafty and extemporary Col¬ 
lection. This made him difpatch the Pannoman 
Battalions, in whom he placed his chief Truft, 

becaufe they firft declared him Emperor, and 
always feem’d willing to hazaid every thing in 
his Service, with Orders to advance before the 

reft 




Capellian 

inarches 

arainil 

o 

Gordian. 


reft of the Army, and occupy the advantageous 
Places in Italy. 

But while Maximine was on his March, his 
Affairs fucceeded at Carthage beyond his Hopes. 
One Capellian, a Man of the Senatorian Order, 
was Governor of thofe Moors, under the Roman 
Jurifdi&ion, call’d Numidians. The Province 
is well fortified with Encampments, as a Guard 
againft the Incurfions and Ravages of the Bar¬ 
barian Moors ; whofe prodigious Multitude in¬ 
habit the adjoining Parts; and therefore Capel¬ 
lian had with him a confiderable military Force. 
Gordian had an old Grudge with this Capellian, 
occafion’d by a Difference they had formerly 
contefted in Law-, upon which Account, as 
foon as he had obtain’d the Title of Emperor, he 
fent a Succeffor to Capellian, and ordered him 
to depart the Province. But he, incenfed at the 
Affront, and ftri&ly devoted to Maximine , from 
whom he had received his high Poll, having 
fummoned the Army together, and perfuaded 
them to keep their Oath of Allegiance to their 
Prince, marches againft Carthage, with a great 
Number of ftout Soldiers, in the prime of their 
Age, well armed,' and furnifhed with every 
thing neceffary to War-, and, through their 
martial Experience gain’d in many confider¬ 
able Fights with the Barbarians, fit to under¬ 
take the moft important Battles. 

The News of Capellian's Approach ftruck 
great Terror into Gordian, and very much a- 
larm’d the Carthaginians who, depending more 
upon Numbers, than good Difcipline, for Vic¬ 
tory, iffued out of the City in an univerfal Mul¬ 
titude, in order to draw up and engage with 
Capellian. 


But 



MAXIMI N E. 293 



himfelf. 

However, his Death was concealed, and his The Car- 
Son chofen to head the Multitude j who drew ^^ tans 
up and engaged. The Carthaginians were much thrown, 
fnperior in number; but all raw, and ignorant 
of War, as they had been brought up in pro¬ 
found Peace; always indulging themfelves in 
Feafts and Pleafures5 deftitute of Arms, or any 
Engines of War. Every one brought with him 
from Elome a little Sword, or an Ax, with 


Javelins ufed for Hunting, or great wooden 
Stakes, burnt at the End, and fharpen’d into 
any Form the Owner could belt make, or 
thought moil effedlual lor the Guard of his 
Body. On the contrary, the Numidians were 
dextrous Darters •, and fuch excellent Horie- 


men, that they rode without Bridles, and ma¬ 
naged the Speed of their Horfes only with a 
Rod. The Carthaginians therefore were foon 
defeated •, for not being able to fuftain the Vio¬ 
lence of the firft Attack, they threw down, 
what they call’d their Arms, and fled with Pre¬ 
cipitation •, thrufting, and trampling over one 
another in the Confufion : So that more died 
by their own Multitude, than were kill’d by the 
Enemy. Gordian's Son, with all that attended 
him, fell in the general Slaughter; which was 
fo great, that no Diftindtion of the Dead could 
be made for Burial •, nor could young Gordian's 
Body ever be found. For out of this routed 

Multitude, all that got again into Carthage, and 

efcaped 
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ped, by difperfing and abfconding them- 


felves up and down the City 


was 


great and fp 


y 


made but a fmall and in- 


confiderable Number : The reft crouded 


Gate 


dians* or cut 


and, ftriving every one to get in firft 

r ftuck by the Darts of the Numi 


pieces with the Sword 


Hie 


City rang with horrible Shrieks and Lamenta 


of Wot 


and Childr 


who faw their 


deareft Relations facrificed before their Ey 


Others 


that old Gordian , 
reafon of his great Age and 
Weaknefs, being inform’d that Capellian had 


ed 


Home 



d 


State of Defp 


City, and feeing every thing 


a 


’ration, went into his Room, as if 
•epofe himfelf •, and there took off 
his Girdle from his Waift, faften’d it in a 

Noofe round his Neck, and fo finifli’d his Life. 


Such was the End of Gordian 


lived, the 


former part of his Life, in Profperity and Ho 
nour; and died, not without the Image, at leaft 
of Imperial Sovereignty. 

Capellian , having entered Carthage , 

Death the principal Perfons, of the few, who 
had efcaped from the Battle. He pillaged the 
Temples, and fpared neither private nor public 


put to 


Treafui 
Cities 


After which 


went 


the 


which had abolifh’d the Honours of 
Maximine \ and, having put to Death their Ma 


giftrat 


and principal Inhabitants, fent the 


Commonalty into Banifhment. The Fields and 
Villages he permitted his Soldiers to burn, wafte, 
and plunder, under pretence of Punifhment for 
their Treafon againft Maximine : but his real fe- 


Intent was to 


Good-will 



the Soldiery 5 that if any Misfortune lhould 

happen 
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) 


happen to 

and well-: 

Empire. 

Africa . 


is 


Ax 


i 




was the Pollute of Affairs in 


he Head of a fti 

upon 


29 


D 


o 


No ft 


E 


01 


f the 


M 


Death brought to Rome , but the whole Senate ; ; nd j 
and People were in the lalt Embaraliment and bu!lis 


Difmay 


Eor in Gordian alone center’d 


Elopes of Safety. They 


Maxi 


Mercy : For he always had 


Exculc 

ty Vcn 
was therefore 


Diflike to them : but 


R 


V/ 


1 fome 
Cruel- 


O 


upon his avow’d E 


nemies. It 
proper to allemble, and 


Meafures fhould be 


And 


icy had already rufli’d far into Danger, they 


refolved to declare for \ 
S u ffi 


and to chule, 


two 


Perfons for their Emt 



that, by dividing the Power, they 
Government from relapfing again into Tyranny. 

ey affembled, not in their ufual 


I 

Court, 

nus : w 


but in 
hich is 


1 


C 


Jupiter Capitoli 


oi 


City 


held by the Romans in mod religious Reverence 


Her 


then they met in full Frequence 
g fhut themfelves in from the Sight of 


and 


Spectators, in the facred Chapel; as if the God 
of the Place was to be their Witnefs, the Helper 
ot their Counfels, and the InlpeCtor of their 
Actions •, they chofe out the molt Illultrious of 

Order, whom they preferr’d for Age and 


Abilities, and nominated them 
for the Emp 

to Yotin 

eleCted 


Candidates 


O 



a 


This done, they proceeded 
Maximus and Balbinus were 

: Majority, and accordingly 


Y 


declared 
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declared Emp 


Maximus e had been Prefed 


of many Camps, and prefided over the City 


with inflexible Integrity 
People a Man of Underftandin 


efteemed by 


and 


fober Liver 



G’ G 

was 


Genius 


of Patr 


Quality •, had been twice Conful; and prefided 


feveral Pi 


without the leaft Com 


^ ^— — 

plaint of his Adminiftration•, and was of great 
Plainnefs and Simplicity of Manner " 


The Peo¬ 
ple op- 


Thefe 

Two, therefore, the Senate declared eledled f ; 
faluted each by the Title of Auguftus •, and de¬ 
creed them all the Honours belonging to the 

Imperial Dignity. 

But the People, during thefe Tranfa&ions in 
the Capitol , whether fet on by fome of Gordian 


pofe the F r i en ds and Domeftics 


Election. 


nly excited by the 
aflembled in a tu- 


Report of what was doing, 
multuous manner at the Gates, block’d up the 
Avenue of the Capitol with the prodigious 
Croud, and, with -Stones and Clubs, aflfaulted 
the Doors, refolved to oppofe what the Senate 

had voted. They particularly excepted againfl 


Maximus , as an auftere rigid Prefedt 


For he 


had often exerted his Authority, to fupprefs 


His Father was a Plebeian, by Trade a Co 
He prefided over the City with great Applau; 
himfelf (fays Capitolinus ) a Prefect of the highefl 

Ingenuity, and Integrity. 

1 When thefe Two were elefted Emperors by 
Maximus is reported to have faid to his Colleg 


What, 


which Balbi 


Balbinus, jhall you and 1 acquire , if ave defray this moji 

favage Monjter [Maximine?] To 
fhe ardent Love of the Roman Senate and People , and of the 

•:whole World. But (rejoin’d Maximus) 1 fear, we jball 

feel the Refentmcnt of the Soldiery, and fvffer Death This. 

Capitolinas quotes from our Author; but we find not a 
Word of it in any of the Copies or Editions now extant. 

Info- 
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Infolence of the fantaftic profligate Rabble. 

Upon which Account, they dreaded his Power, 
and objected againlt his Election; bawling out, 
and threatening to kill them. For they defired 
a Sovereign chcfen out of Gordian''s Family, 
that the Imperial Title might remain in his 
Houfe and Name. Balbinus and Maximus , 
gharded by fome young Men of the Equeftrian 
Order and the Soldiers who were left at Rome* 
with Swords drawn, attempted to force a Paf- 
fage out of the Capitol*, but were hinder’d 
by the Clubs and Stones of the Multitude; till 
homebody put it into their Heads to deceive 
the People in this manner. 

There was a little Child, Son of Gordian 1 s Young 

' o 

Daughter, call’d after the Name of his Grand- Gordian 
father. Difpatching therefore certain Mef- 
fengers, they ordered the Boy to be brought. Jl 
The Meffengers, having found him playing a- 

bout the Houfe, took him upon their Shoul¬ 
ders ; and, carrying him through the Multitude, 

Ihew’d him to the Croud, telling them it was 
Gordian s Grandchild, and calling him by that 
Name *, in which manner they brought him in¬ 
to the Capitol *, all the Multitude fhouting with 
Joy, and ftrewing the Way with Leaves. When 
the Child was come, the Senate declared him 
Ctefar *, (for he was incapable of being fet at 
the Plead of Affairs, by reafon of his Infancy) 
and by thefe Means appealed the Rage of the 
People *, who, now permitted the new Emperors 
to pafs unmolefted to the Palace. 

About this Time a very dreadful Calamity A.D.240. 

befell the Roman City, occafioned by the Rafh- Civil War 
nets of two of the Senators. For the Senate Rome - 
being met, to confult about the prefent State 

Y 2 of 
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Affairs; fome of the Soldier 


Book VII 
by Maxi 


mine in the Camp 


Rome , who, being paft 


borne upon the Lii 


Invalid 


and pci 


to remain at home, came as tai 


as 


Door of the S< 


ey 


Hood among the reft oi the Croud, without any 
Arms, and drefs’d only in their W aiffcoats 
and regimental Cloaks ; out of curiofity to hear 
the Debates of the Houle. At laft, about tvvo 


or three of them, more 


dinary 


to learn what was doing, while the reft weie 
Handing at the Door without, enter’d the 


Houfe 
Victory 
Member 


ed up beyond the Altar of 


nd 

"Which bcins; obierved by 


of 


named Gallic an , a Carthaginian by 


Birth, who had lately been Conful, he, togethe 
with Maecenas, another Senator, and of Preto 


Dignity, came up to 


Soldiers (who, 


far from fufpe&ing any Harm, had their Hands 


Bofoms under their Cloaks) and ftabb 


them to 


Heart with 


Swords; which 

For all 


they wore conceal’d in their Bofoms 

Senators,, by reafon of the prefent feditious 


turbulent State of Affair 
about 


ied their Swords 


fome fecretly, and fome openly 
defend themfelves, in cale of any Hidden Af 

Treachery of their Enemies 


fruit or 
the Soldier 


Thus 

by Surprize, and incapable 


of defending themfeh 


dead 


Bafe of the Alt 


The reft, fhock’d at the Fate 


of their Fellow-Soldiers, and fearing fome Mif 
chief from the Multitude, as they were all lin¬ 


'd 


ly fled 


But Galilean runs 


precipitantly out of 


Senate-houfe into the 


midft of the People; and, fhewing his Sword 
and Hand, yet reeking with Blood, exhorts 

them 



die m 
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the Roman Senate and 
and Allies of Maximine 


People-, thofe Friends 
The People were foon 


perfuaded and, raifing a Shout in Approbatio 
(Jalljcan flip Soldiers with all pofl 


lued the Sol 


pofli 


ble Speed, Honing them as they fled. But 
Soldiers were too nimble lor them, and go’ 


into the Camp, without any 


v / 

to 


Detriment 
t the Gates 

haffe, took up their Arms, and mounted the 

Walls, to defend the Camp. 

Gallican, as he had already done fobold aDeecl 


nerfifted to blow up a Civil War, which.proved 
1 - — ' .- the 



City 


1 


prev 


upon 


Croud, to break open the public Magazines and 
Armouries, and feize whatever Arms were 


which were kept 


P 0 m p 


and every 


to arm 


him ft 


than War •, 
well as he 


could. He likewile opened the Schools of 


Gladiator 
proper Ai 


led them all out, each in his 
and then leized all the Spears, 


Swords, Axes, and other warlike Weapo 
could find in any private Houles, or 


Ar 


Shop 


The People alfo, like fo 


ivy Madmen, catch’d up every Woiking-Tool 
they could lay hold on, that feem’d any way 


made 


their 


proper to maintain a Fight, and 
Arms •, with which they affembled, and belet 
the Camp •, affaulting the Gates and Walls, as 
in a Siege. But the Soldiers, well experienced 
in Defences of this nature, poured their Volleys 
of Arrows andMiffiles upon the Affailants, from 
behind the Battlements and their Shields; and, 
flicking them with long Spears, repulfed them 
from the Wall: Till, the People being quite 

fpent, the greater part of the Gladiatois wount 


Y 3 


ed, 
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ed, and the Evening coming on, it was thought 
proper to draw off. The Soldiers, feeing them 
turn’d, and going off with their Backs towards 
them, in a carelefs manner (as not thinking a 
few Soldiers would dare to follow fo great a 
Multitude) opened the Gates on a fudden, and 
made a general Sally upon the People •, in 
which the Gladiators were cut to pieces, and 
great part of the People crufir’d to Death. But 
the Soldiers, not caring to purfue them to too 
great a Diffance irorn the Camp, returned, and 
remained again within the Works. 


s more 


This more incemed the Fury of the Senate 
and People. They now clrofe the moft able 
Generals; and fent into every Part of Italy tor 


and People. 


Recruits. Nor was it long before all the Youth 

O 

of the Country were got together, arm’d in the 
beff manner the Hidden tumultuary Occafion 
would allow. The greater Part of thefe was 
fent under Maximus to meet Maximinc , and 
give him Battle; and the Remainder left for 
the Guard and Defence of the City. 

Not a Day pafs’d without continual Skir- 
mifhes at the Walls of the Camp : But nothing 


decifive was done. 


The Soldiers made a vi¬ 


gorous Defence from the Works, wounding the 
Affailants, and often repulfing them with Lofs. 
Balbimis , in the mean time, continued at home; 
and publifh’d a Proclamation, intreating the 
People to come to a Reconciliation, and pro- 
mifing the Soldiers an Amnefty, and Remiffion 

ol all Offences. But both Parties continued 
obftinate, and the Refentrgent role higher and 
higher every Day ; while the People were fired 
with Indignation, that fo great a Multitude 
fnould be held in contempt by fo few; and the 

Soldiers 

* 

•» 
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Soldiers exafperated at differing from Romans 


what they could 
Enemies 



expedt from Barbar 


At laft, when they had no Succefs 


O 


Walls 


General Officers held a Council 


of W 


' % o 


off 


Aquaedu'dts which conveyed W 


Camp 


and fo reduce them by Thirft 


This 


Defign was put into Execution, and all the Sup 
plies of Water were diverted, their Paffages t< 


Camp being dop’d 


off 


The Sol 


diers, feeing the dangerous Situation they were 


111, 


reduced 


laft Extremity 


pened 


Gates, and fallied out upon the Enemy 


in 


. A 

hich 

People were again routed, and driven quite 

City : When, finding themfelves un¬ 


bloody Battle immediately enlued 


qual to the Soldier 


in a 


gul 


ftanding 


Fight, they got up to the Tops of their Eloules 


and 


throwing clown 


* 

t) 


Stones, Tiles, and 


Shards, from the Roofs 


tly annoyed 


Enemy 


being unacquainted 


Buildin 


durft not attempt 


to mount after 


them. As the Houfes and Shops were all (hut 
up, the Soldiers fet fire to the Doors and 
wooden Porches; of which there are gieat 


Numbers 


City 


The Flame foon 


municated itfelf leveral ways at once thiougn 

the flrreateft part of the City j the Houfes ftand- 

and the 

chief part of the Materials being Wood: So 

rich and flourifliing Families were 
"overty, having loft all their mag- 


ins; thick in the middle of the Streets 

O — • 1 1 • T1 


that many 


nificent and plentiful Effedts •, valuable, either 


from the Profits arifing from 


for the 


Variety and Worth of the Things themfelves 


Y 4 


N 
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No fmall Number of People periftdd in the 

For the Fire, being fir ft kindled at 




the Doors, cut off all Pofiibility of 
The Goods of the Rich were carried 

J 

Plunder, by the Dregs of the Rabble-, who 
mingled themfelves with the Soldiers for the 
fake of Pillage. And fo great a part of the City 
was confumed by the Fire, as more than equal’d 
the Whole of any other of the largeft Cities in 

the Univerfe. 

In this calamitous State was Rome •, wh.cn 
Maximine , having completed his Route, arrived 


on tne Frontiers of Italy. 



: performing 


Sacrifices at the Altars on the Confines, he 
prepared to enter the Country, making the 
Army march under Anns and in good Order, 


But as we have related the Rebellion in /Ifrica •, 
the Civil War at Rome \ 


n 

cl 


nd 


the Actions of 


Maximine , with his March to Italy *, the me¬ 
morable Events which enfued, fhall be the Sub- 
j.cct of the following Book, 


H E R O- 





Difpofiti 


1 


Infantry were ranged 


qua- The Dif 


drangular Battalion, not exaftly fquare, butpofition 
the front longer titan the Files, to take up the ° .^ 
greater Extent of Ground; the Baggage, Beafts 


Carriaaes, were taken into the Cet 

O J _ 


and 

✓ 

himfclf, with ail the Life-Guards, brought up 
the Rear. Tlie Troops of Cuirafiiers, the Moorijh 

Darters, and the Sagittaries from theEaft, cover’d 
the Wings. There was, befides, a great number 


my 


of German Cavalry, that he bi 


with him 


Auxiliaries: Thefe he always placed 


molt 


advanced Polls, to 


receive the fir ft At¬ 
tacks 
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tacks of the Enemy; not only becaufe they 

were Troops of great Spirit and Courage in 

the Beginning of a Battle, but as they were 
Barbarians, and not fo valuable as his other 
Forces, he took care to expofe them firft to 


Defer ip- 

tion of the 
Alps. 


Danger. 

In this Dilpofition the Army march’d, with 
great Regularity and Caution, over the cham- 
pain part of the Country. The firft Town of 
note they arrived at was Ema, fituated at the 
Extremity of the Plain, before the Foot of the 

At his Approach, the Scouts and de- 


Alps. 

tach’d Parties came in with Intelligence, that 
the Inhabitants had deferted the Town, after 
fetting fire to the Doors of the Temples and 
Houfes, and taking with them, or burning, all 
the Provifions and NecefTaries in the Fields or 
Magazines of the Town, and leaving nothing 
for the Subiiftance of Man or Beaft. Maximine 
was highly pleafecl at this News ; hoping the 
other Cities would do the fame, and none would 
dare to abide his coming: But the Soldiers were 


very differently affedted; having dreadful Ap- 
prehenfions of Famine, even at their firft En¬ 
trance. The Army lay that Night, fome in 
the open and partitionlefs Houfes of the Town, 
the reft in the Fields-, and at Sun-rifing ad¬ 
vanced to the Alps. Thefe huge Mountains are 
a Fortification raifed by Nature to cover the 
Frontiers of Italy \ fo high, that their Tops are 
inveloped by the Clouds; and ftretch’d along 
into fo vaft an Extent, that they inclofe all 
Italy , reaching from the Tyrrhene Sea on the 
Right, to the Ionian Bay on the Left. They 
are covered with great numbers of Woods, ex¬ 


ceeding thick. 
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row, through the horrid Projection of vaft 


abrupt Precip 


and the dangerous Afperity 


cf the Rocks •, which renders them unpayable, 
exceot where the ancient Italians , with incre¬ 
dible 1 Labour and Difficulty, have dug feveral 
PaffaP-es, but fo ftrait, that they admit but very 


1 


Peribns 

that 


T 




Army attempted to pafs thefe 


Mountains, expecting, the Eminences were 
copied by Enemies, and the Ways befet to in¬ 
tercept them as they defiled. Nor were their 
Fears and Expectations, confi dering the Nature 

of the Place, unreafonable. 

However, they gain’d the PafTes without any Max mint 

Oppofition 5 which made them defcend into the F^es the 
Plain with great Alacrity, flapping and fhout- **' 


for Joy 


Maximine now hoped to carry 


before him, fincc the Italians had betrayed 
Diffidence even of this natural Defence of their 
Country; where they might cover themfelves 
from Danger, and lay Ambufcades *, or, by oc¬ 
cupying the Eminences, be able to annoy the 
Enemy from advantageous Polls. When they 
were come into the Plain, the Scouts arrived 
again with Intelligence, That Acjuileia* one of 

the 


pital Cities 


Italy , had fhut up her 


Gates 5 and that the Battalions of Pannonians 
which Maximine had ordered to advance before 
the reft of the Army, had invefted the Place 
and made feveral Attempts to take it by Storm, 
but without Succefs; that, defpairing oi carry¬ 
ing the Town, they had raifed the Siege, and 

were forely harrafs’d in their Retreat 
Enemy, with Showers of Arrows, Stones, and 
other Miffiles. Maximine , flung with Indigna¬ 
tion at the Officers of the Pannonians, as having 

T behaved 

i 




Defcrip- 

tion of 
Mquileia. 
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behaved with ill Conduct, haftens, with his 
whole Army, againll the City, hoping he fhould 

with little or no Difficulty. 


y 


iquileia was, befoi 


(being a large City) 


Inhab 


For be 


ing a maritime Port, and a public Mart of It a 

/)', fituated as a Frontier confining on Illyri\ 
is the common Channel of Commerce, 


* 


be 


tween the Merchant-fhip 


arrive there 


fr 


Parts 


Inland N 


T 


i L 


former of which it loads with all forts of Com 
modifies brought from the Continent by Land 
River-carriage; and, in return, fupplics th 


latter with fueh Neccflai 
but very fcantily 
ceffive Colds 


by 


; elpecially Wine 
ylquileians have conftant Plenty 
abounding in Vineyards; whicl 

to great Perlcdion; and fend 


leir Countries 
bn of the ex- 
or which the 


1 


they 


Country 


Produce 


Quantities, to thole Nations whole Lands 

nes. Hence it was, that the 


are barren of Vines 

City at that Time 
multitude of Peopl 


not 



Citizens 


able 

but 


Foreigners and Sailors •. belides the e 

O 


o 


ber of Countrymen, who had flock’d thither from 


the adjacent towns and 


Villages, trailing to 




the Larerenefs and Strength of the City. For 


uinated (inafmuch 


Walls were, Before this, very 


Power of 


Ro 


mans 


ed neither Cities, Walls, nor Ar 


in Italy ; whole Inhabitants enjoy’d profound 
Peace, under the common Protedion of the 
Empire) yet, as the prelent Neceflity required, 
they had repaired the Walls, and (Lengthened 

e redin 

Towers, Battlements, and Bulwarks. Having 

forth 


hem with additional Defences 
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fortified the City by thefe Works, and fhut up 


Gates, they 


bled on 


Wa 


and 


kept continual guard Night and Day 


by*they made a gallant Defence 


nd 


the Enemy 

Defence 


y 


Afiault they maae. 


Ifed 

The 



Place was committed to two 


Generals of Confular Rani 

ed Cr ifp 


chofen 



Meni 


fhilu 


l'hefe had, with great Forefi 


I 


Quantities 


of all forts 


Pr 


Efficient to enable the Place to fuftai 


a 


g Siege. Nor was there any lack of Water 


City abounded 


Wells 


tains *, 


and 


River ran all round 


fervins, at once, as a ttood 



:he Walls, 
gainft the 


Approaches of the Enemy, and a conftant Sup 

ply of Water to the Befieged. .. . 

the Condition of the Aquileia'" 


1 


was 


when Max mine received Adv 


City dor 


was fhut up 


and the Walls ftrenuoufly de- “ 


fended 


He 


therefore thought it proper to 


ans 


fend feme Officers, in form of an Ambaffy 


to 


treat 


with them from before the Walls, and 


Li tat uiui -- i f* 

perfuade them, if poffiblc, to open die G 

nno O Wnfn/ 


He had 


A r my 


Tribune, a N 

and 

City 


of 


This 


Jquileia, whole Children, and Wite 

Family, were block’d tip in the 
Man therefore he fent, together with certain 

Centurions 5 thinking, the Citizens would be 


eafily prevailed upon 



the Remonftrances 


made by their Fellow-Citizen 
dors approach’d to 


The Ambafla* 

Walls, and told the 


Pennle “ That Maxmine , their common Sove 

x ujji 5 , , i... Arms 


der’d them to lay down 


Peace* and receive him, not as an Enemy* 

it was much more to 


but a Friend 


That 


their 



Cnffmtts's 
Exhorta¬ 
tions to 
the dqui- 
Icians. 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


CC 


CC 


cc 


CC 


cc 


cc 


cc 


their Advantage, to fpend their Time in Li 
bations and Sacrifices, than in Murthers 
That they would do well to regard the Pre 


fervatio 


o i 


their Country; which, if they 
perfifted, muft inevitably be laid in utter Ruin. 
That they had yet an Opportunity of accept¬ 
ing Mercy; for that the Emperor, out of his 
great Goodnefs, moll gracioufly offer’d them 


their Off 


Amnefty, and free Pardon for 


inafmuch as 


they, bu 


others, who had feduced them, were the 
Objedts of his juft Refentment.” This was 


the Subftance of what they offered, bawling 


before the Walls in 


audible Voice 


fo 


that all the People (except them who were 
guarding the Works in other Parts) 
mounted upon the Walls and Tower 
keeping Silence, heard what was fpoken 


being 

and 


Crifpinus , fearing the fickle Croud might be 




round the Walls, exhorting 


prevail’d upon by thefe fine Offers, and, chufm^ 

Peace rather than War, open the Gates and 
furr 

and intreating them, “To perfevere with For 
“ titude, and refift with Bravery, and not to 
“ betray their Faith towards the Roman Senate 
and People; but to acquire the glorious Title, 

.Not 

believe the flattering Promifes of a perfi- 


of the Saviours and Champions of Italy 


CC 


dious deceitful Tyrant; nor to let fair Words 
and fpecious Pretences, delude them into cer 


Deftrudlion 


To bravely truft 


CC 


CC 


the un- 

known Fortune of War *, that often gives the 
Vi&ory over Multitudes to Few; and enables 
thofe, ■ who feem the weakeft, to overthrow 
them, who have the Reputation of much fu- 


perior Strength and Valour 


Not 


o. be dif- 
cou raged 
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u couraged 


at the great Number of that A 


(C 


my 


for that fuch as 


ght 


tor 


mother 


Power, and know the Fruits of their Succefs 
if they thould obtain any, are to be enjoyed 

by others, 
difference •, 
fliare in tl 


enter 


Conteft with great In 


confidering, that themfelves mult 

that the principal 


Dan 


but 


CC 


cc 


Profits of the Vi&ory are to be engrofled by 
another Perfon : On the contrary, they who 
fight for their Country, have better-grounded 
Elopes in the Afliftance of the Gods ; fince 
they are not invading other Men’s Prop 


“ ties, but 



protedhn 


their own 


and 
they 


therefore engage with greater Spirits, 

« are not fet on by another Man’s Command 
“ but compelled by their own preffing Neceffi 


(C 


ties 


and, when the Yibtory is 


O 


d, the 


Fruits and Emoluments are all enjoyed by 


themfelves 


35 


Such Exhortations as thefe 


Crifpinus continually gave the People, addreffing 
hisDifcourfe, fometimes to fingle Perfons, fome- 
times to whole Bodies. And being, by Nature, 

ble Perfonage, and ador 


very 


all the perfuafive Eloquence of the Romm 
Tongue, and a very worthy and moderate Go¬ 
vernor, he prevail’d with the People to perfift 
in their Defence, and fend away the Ambaffa- 
dors without Succefs. 


Tis reported 


Crifpinus was encouraged The God 


to 


Heady Perfevei 


War, by fe- A//V 


Omens declared by the Divines and 
Soothfayers in the City *, who, in all their Sa¬ 
crifices, found the Entrails of the Bealls to 


portent 
great Strefs 


happy Events 


I 


the Italia 


this fort of Divination 


• lay 
And 


Oracles had been utter’d by the God of 

the 




s We have before obfervcd, in the Note Ct1 , png. 226. 

that from the Hebrew Word Baal, a Lord, is derived 
the Name given to their principal God, by moll of the 
Afatic and African Nations. But it did not llop there ; but 
fpread far and wide among the Europeans all'o, even as far 
Welt as France , and our own Iiland ; as appears from feveral 
ancient Infcriptions mention’d by Authors of Antiquities . 
The God of the Aquilcians , here fpoken of, is call’d Bclin, 
or rather, according to the Greek Dial eft, Belts : For He¬ 
ro din n feems to give the Word a Greek Termination, as his 
Learning reach’d no farther than his own, and the Roman, 
Letters. Whether this Deity was the Sun, or (as the Latin 
Writers fpeak) the Jupiter of the Aquilcians, is indifferent: 
Nor is it of more Importance to know, whether they 

thought him Male or Female. All we fhall remark at 
prefent is, that the Heathens, under the Name of Baal, 
worlhipped One Supreme Being, whom they thought Lord 
of the Univerfc; nor were they able to give him a Title of 
greater or more awful Refpeft. St. Paul himfelf tells the 
Athenians , Adis xvii. 23. that it was the very fame un¬ 
known God, s 'shorn they usor/ihipped without knowing 
(for fo it is in the Original) that he declared to them. And 
a little after, (p 28.) he quotes a Paflagc of Aratus, a Hea¬ 
then Poet, to enforce his Dilcourfe; Tor ydp 3 yn>®* icrffv. 
For we are the Offspring of him. That him in Aratus 
was Zivc, or Z-A, Jupiter. The Term feems mere Greek; 
and is derived (fays Plato ) from Zft, To lave ; Jupiter , 
in his Greek Name, fignifying the Lord of Life. And that 
the Jews themfelves worlhipped God under the Name of 
Baal, or Lord, is plain from Hofea ii. 16. And it Jhall be 
in that Day, faith the Lord, thou fait call me I fill', 

my Hufband ; and thou /halt not call me any more 

Baali, my Lord. 

Report,' 
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Report, to palliate the Shame of fo great an 
Army yielding to a multitude of undifciplined 
Citizens, far inferior to them in Number, and 
to make themfelves feem defeated by the Gods, 
and not by Men; is a Point I cannot deter¬ 
mine : But fure I am, the Wonderfulnels of 
the Event is fufficient to make one believe all 

things. 

The Ambafladors being return’d from a 
fruitlefs Errand ; Maximine , inflamed with An¬ 
ger and Refentment, accelerated his Marches 
with all poftible Expedition. But being come 
to a large River, about fixteen Miles from the 
the City, he found its Channel very deep and 
wide. For the Seafon of the Year having thaw’d 
the Snows, which lay congeal’d, during the Win¬ 
ter, on the neighbouring Mountains, the Tor¬ 
rents had rufir’d down the Steeps, and fo con- 
fiderably fwell’d the River, that it was now 
render’d unpaffable to the Army. The Jqui- 
leians had utterly demolifhed the Bridge-, which 
was a Mafter-piece of Workmanfhip, built by 
the old Emperors, all of fquare Stone, and 
fupported by Piers gradually increafing. Thus, 
deftitute both of Bridge and Boats, the Army 
halted in much Difmay. Some ot the Germans , 
quite Strangers to the Strength and Rapidity of 
the Italian Rivers, and imagining they glided 
along gently over the Plains, as the Rivers 
ufually do in their Country, where the Slownefs 
of the Currents makes them fo eafily freeze, were 
rafh enough to plunge in with their Horfes 
aceuftomed to fwim •, but were foon carried 

away by the Force of the Stream, and all pe- 
rifh’d in the Waters, 


Z 


For 



nr-* 

r, 1 - 


l\tlaximine 
throws a 
Bridge a- 
crol's the 
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For two or three Days, therefore, Maximine 

forced to encamp; and having cafl up Re¬ 


trenchments all 


round the Camp, to guard 


River. gainft any Surprize, he continued on his Side 


River, contriving 


how 


to ; throw a Bridge 
over it. As Timber was very fcarce in thefe 
Parts, and no Boats to fallen together and make 
a Bridge, he was at a great lofs; till fome of the 

Carpent 


and informed him 


was 


a 


& 


t number of round empty Tubs in the 
defert Fields, which the Inhabitants formerly 
kept for their own Ufe, and to fupply Wine to 
fuch as wanted. Thefe, being hollow like Boats. 


would confequently float, and might ferve as 
good Pontoons, 


and eafily be hinder’d from 


driving away with the Current 



fallen ing 




and throwing Bavins of Brufh 


ood upon them; over 


Lay 

Hei: 


Earth, and G 


e? 

which might 


be 


a 


by 


with 


commodious 
a great num¬ 


ber of Elands, he might foon raife a firm and 


cution 


Bridge. 

O 

himfelf being continually at 


and 


This Deflgn was put in exe- 

the 


Defcrip- 


Elead of the Work, it was not long before the 

whole Army pafs’d the River, and advanced 
towards the City. 

Finding all the fuburban Houfes. and Villages 

delerted, they began to dellroy the Vineyards, 


Counfry anc | cut ^ own anc j burn all the Trees about 


about A- 

quilcia. 


Place 


and, in a fhort time, defaced 


the 


auty 


that 


delightful Country 


I 


I* * 


Trees were ranged in regular Rows, equi 
d if cant and uniform; and the Vines growing be 


tween, and 


twining 


their luxuriant Tendrils 


round each other, form’d a fylvan Scene 


verdant 
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verdant Feftival Theatre; the Beauty of which 
fo charm’d the Sight, that the Spectator fan¬ 
cied the whole Country ornamented with rural 
Garlands. All thele the Soldiers loon fell’d or 
footed up*, and then march’d on againft the 

City. 

The Army being much fatigued, Maximine The Siege 
thought proper not to open the Works imme- 
diately •, but to fit down at a diftance from the lU ' 
Walls, out of the reach of the Arrows. Having 
divided his Soldiers into Squadrons and Batta¬ 
lions, to invert the whole City, according to 
each Party’s particular Orders; after giving 
them one Day’s Reft, he began his Approaches 
with great Celerity. Machines and Battering 
Engines were applied ; and the Walls attacked 
by main Force : In a word, no Form of Siege 
was left unattempted ; and hardly a Day pals’d 
without feveral Affaults (for the whole Army 
inverted the Place, and doled it in, as it were, 
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and lay It defolate ■, that it fhould be no more 
a Habitation for Men, but a Defart for Beafts 
to graze in. For he thought, he could never 
precede to Rows with Honour, till this City, 
the fir ft in Italy that durft oppofe his Progrefs, 

was level’d with the Ground. 

With this Refolution both he and his Son, 

whom he had created Cafar, rode continually 


round theW T alls, exhorting, encouraging, pro- 
mifino:, and even befeeching his Soldiers, to 


carry on the Work 


Spirit and A&ivity 


But the Jqiiile 


ft ill maintain’d their Pofts 


throwing down Stones, and another kind of Am 
munition, made by mixing Brimftone, Afphal 
tos, and Pitch together in hollow Engines wit! 
Ions; Handles. Thefe they had in great Num 

O , /- IT?_ 


bers upon the Walls 


and as foon as the Ene 


my approached, they fet fit 


bles, and 

difperfed 


fly whole Vollies 


among 


Soldier 


1 


and the 


lding Pitch, with 


: Combufti- 
nce; which 
Showers of 
t the other 


Ingredients, entring by the naked parts of 

Bodies, diftufed itfelf further •, till their C 


Corfe 


lets, and all the reft of their Armour made of 
Iron, grew fo intolerably hot, that they were 
obliged to throw them off; and their Bucklers 
and'Arms, whatever was of Leather or Wood, 


took fire and were burnt 


So that you 


fee the Soldiers difarming themfelves; and the 
Arms thrown down on the Ground look’d like 
a Spoil, won rather by Artifice than by Valour. 
Hence great part of the Army was ruin d, or 
maim’d; fome loft their Eyes; others had their 
Faces miierably fcorch’d; others their Hands; 
in fliort, every part of the Body that was naked 


pofed 


c\ 


Mifch 


1 



maximine 


3 l 5 


This Evil was accumulated with another: 

For the Befieged flung down lighted Torches, 

° , the Extre- 


dip’d likewife 


Pitch and Rofln 


hich were pointed with Iron, fhaip 


I q][ 

Arrow; which, flicking to the Mach 


of App 


communicated 


and 


cafily fet the Machines on fire. 

For the fir ft few Days the Difpute feem d 

tolerably equal, and the Fortune cl the tight 

nnf much to either Side: But at lengtn 

; and thefe Difap- 


Maximints Army grew tired an 

pointments, fo little look d roi 



fu 


UiCll ODlilUO. * — - J ~ ' , A 

fuppofed too weak to iuftam one Day s Attacl 

t r _ * , i ..rn. rh& nfhi 


For they law 


ey 


only hold out, but refill: 


On the other 

hand, the Jquileians continually gathered new 
Strength and frefh Spirits. The long Continu¬ 
ance of the Fight gave them, at once, Exper 


V/ I 

D 


ence and Coun 
fpife the Army 
and inful ted JVlcixiwi'nc 


and they now began to ae- 
They fcoffed at the Soldiers, 

he rode round the 


Walls, abufing him and his Son in the; moft 

contumelious and icurnlous Terms. Which 

affrontive Treatment ftung him to that degree, 

that he raved with Anger; and, not being able 

to take Vengeance oi the Enemy, he wreck d 
his Spleen at his own Officers; leveral of whon 
he punilhed, as having behaved cowardly oi 


Attacks 


But this Proceedin 


ferved only to make him more odious o the 


fperated 

: Enemy 


and more contemptible 


It fo fell out, befic 


that the 


Aquileians were 


plentifully furniffied with all 

kinds of~ Provifions and Neceffaries, having pro¬ 
vidently brought into the City large Quantuies 

of every thing that was needful or convenient 


/• 3 



316 HERODXAN. Book VIIL 

for the Support of Man and Beall ^ and that 
the Army, on the contrary, were in the utmoft 
Scarcity, having cut down all the Fruit-Trees 


about the PI 
try wafte be. 


and laid the Fields and Coun- 
hem. Wherefore fome of the 


Soldiers, indeed, lay in flight temporary Tents 
but the greateft part, expofed to the 


endured 


Inclemency of the Rains 


open 


1 


tne 


Heat of the Sun; and at 


fame time were 


diftrefs’d by Famine, having no Magazines of 

es •, be- 


Corn or Forage, and deftitute of Suppl 


.ufe the Romms had 


to block 


Roads of Italy with Walls and G 


up 


all the 

and the Senate had fent Officers of Confular 
Rank, at the Head of chofen Troops, the Flower 
of Italy , to lay an Embargo on all kinds of Vef- 
fels, and keep a ftrong Guard at the Ports and 
Havens. By which means Me. 


was an 


utter Stranger to every thing tranladed at Rome y 
for all the Roads, Paths, and By-ways, were 
diligently watch’d, that no one might pals with¬ 


out 


being examined 


So that 


feemed to befie 


Army 


was, in reality, befieged 


felf. For they could neither take Aquileia 
if they raifed the Sie 


could 


Rome , for 
which wen 


my 


Ru 


t of Tranfports 
feized and fecured 
; were likewife 


they retire to 
nd Carri; 





e 


Ene 

which 


affifted by Sufp 

yond Truth; 

Romans was in 

• 

confpired in the fame C 


ipread, 

icions, exaggerated Matters be- 
That the whole People of the 


At 


That Italy 




That all 


fally 
e Il¬ 


ly ric and barbarous Nations, both of the Eaftern 


and So 

* 

and 


Regions, were levying I 


making warlike Preparations; and 


4 


the Deflination of all 


fe A 


that 

* 

s was 
gain# 



MAXIMIN 



- r 

O 


7 


.gainft Maximine 


Obiedl of 


even 


Hatred. Thefe Reports intimidated the Army 

Defperation; who, at the fame time, 

were diftrefs’d with the Penury of all forts ol 

which they 

le City, and 
rnaf?e. For 


Neceffaries, almoft to Water itfelf; 1 

had only from the River before the 

that corrupted with Blood and Carr 

the Aquileians threw their Dead into the River, 

them t and the Bodies 


Room to bury 


fame Re 

Inftruments 


of all that died in the Army, either by the Sword 

or Difeafes, were committed t 
ceptacle, for want of fufficient 

dig Holes for their Interrment. 

The Army being in this Extremity of Di- 

m: while Maximine was re- 


and his 
Son afl’af- 


ftrefs and Dejedtion; 

pofing himfelf in his Tent, on a Day when theie f ma ted 
was a general Cefiation oi' Arms, and every 

D % i 


retired, either into the Camp 


Poft 


where he was ftation’d •, the Soldiers belonging 
to the Camp at Rome under the Alban Mount, 
whofe Children and Wives were left there, came 
to a Refolution to difpatch Maximine , and there- 

rclieve themfelves from the Fatigues and 
Difficulties of a long and hopelefs Siege; and 
not to fuffer all Itah to be ruin’d, for the lake 



of 


abdicated detefted 


r i 


y 


With thi 


s 


bold Pefign, they came, in a Body, to his Tent 
about Mid-day, the Life-Guards alfo confpiring 
with them *, and having pull’d down his Images 
from the military Standards, as Maximine and 


his Son were coming out ui me i tm, m uuiu 
to talk with them, they refilled to hear any 


of the Tent 


order 


thing he could lay 


but immediately 


d 


both; and after them 


Camp, and 
cafes, after 


Prefect of th< 

The Car 

au iuj iw» --- 

having treated them with all kind 


Z 


4 
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of Indignities, and trampling them under Foot, 
they expofed as a Prey to the Dogs, and Fowls 
of the Air; but fent the Heads of Maximine 
and his Son to Rome. Such was the End of 
Maximine and his Son •, fuch the Punilhment 
indicted on them, for a wicked tyrannous Abufe 
of Power. 



eeffaries. ‘Thrace ; who firft had prefented him with the 

Imperial Purple. But as it was impoffible to 
undo what was done, they were obliged by Ne- 

ceflity to put up with it, and to Ihew, at leaft, 

a leeming Approbation. Having therefore laid 
down their Arms, they went to the Walls in a 
pacific Manner ♦, told the Aquileians , that Maxi- 
mine was kill’d; and intreated them to open their 
Gates and receive them for Friends, who were 
Yefterday their Enemies. But the two Gene¬ 
rals would by no means fufier the Gates to be 
opened ; but expofing to their Sight the Images 
of Maximus and Balhinus , and of Gordian Cafar, 
adorn’d with Crowns and Laurels, they honour’d 
them with refpeftful Acclamations, firft them- 
felves*, and then requefted the Army to ac¬ 
knowledge, declare, and accept, with joyous 
Acclamations, the Emperors chofen by the Ro¬ 
man Senate •, for that the two Gordians were 
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flourifiling City could afford 
Army were the 


At which the 
amazed, when they faw 


Befieged had fuch Plenty of all Provifions 

D « 11 _9 J ximH/: 


while they, on the contrary 


labour’d under 


fuch pinching Want, that they rnuft have pe- 
riflied, before they reduced a Place fo well tur- 
nifhed with every thing that was needful. Thus 
they continued under the Walls, fupphed from 
the City with all manner of Neceffanes, of what 
Sort, and in what Quantity, every one required, 
and difcourfing with the Jqutleians with all the 

Freedom of Friendfhip and Amity, 

Form of the Siege ftill continued, as t 
remained tout, and the Army encamping before 


Aqtiileia , 

that were fent from the Army with 


but the 
Gates 


the Town 


While Things were in this State 
the Florfe, v*.— - _ , 

Maximine's Head, made all pofiible Difpatch 

every City in 


Wav opening their Gates, 

"d Sni them with"LaVels and all other 

Demonftrations of Joy. They pafs d the Lakes 


and Ponds between Alti 


and Ra 


in 


Boats 


, and found Maximus the Emperor re- 
iiding at Ravenna, and augmenting his I' orces 
by the Junaion of the pick’d-out Troops from 
Rome, the Italian Cohorts,^ and no fmall Mm- 
ber of German Auxiliaries lent him by the States 

which had been long affedted to his Intereft, 

■ " in their Coun- 


fince he had the Command 


try 


behaved with great Honour 


While he was thus bufied in making Prey 


Son 



ainft Maximine's Army-, the Horfe 
: £ d mtif the Heads of Maximine and his 
and the Tidings of Victory and Profpen- 
and that the Army had acceded to the Sen- 
■nts of the Romans, and reverenced the run- 

perorj 



maxi* 
mines 

Head is 

brought 

o 

£o Rome. 

% 


Maximus 
arrives at 

jlruilt}:;. 

n. 
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perors made by the Senate. No fooner was 
Account heard, fo 
but all the 


beyond their Hop 


People repair’d to the Altai 


r , and 

perform’d the Sacrifices of Thankfgiving; fing- 

without 


ir) Songs of Victory 


Vi dory gain’d 


Blood or Battle! The Sacrifices ended, Maxin 


away the Horfe to Rome 


carry the Ac 


count of what had been done, and fhew the 
Plead of Maximine to the Citizens. 

i 

Tis impoflible to find Words to exprefs the 
general Joy of the Roman People, when the 
Horfe arrived, bearing aloft in public View the 


Head 


Enemy ftuck 


on 


Pole 


Per 


tely 


of all Ages and Conditions flew immedi 


Altars 


be contained at Home 


d 1 emples. None could 


Multitude 


ran about the City, transported with enthufiafcic 
Rapture, congratulating one another, and flock¬ 
ing into the Circus , as if they were going to fee 
the Entertainments of the Place. Balbims him- 
felf facrificed whole Hecatombs of Vidims. 

or, rejoiced with 
averted the Ax 


Every Magiftrate, every Sen 


prefllble Joy 


as 


havin 


cr 


fengers and 
Elands, wer 
feveral Prov 


pendent over their Necks 


Mef- 


Hcralds, with I. 

difpatch’d with t 


Ne 


in their 

s to the 
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diately with open Gates 


And all the Cities of 


Italy difpatch’d Ambaffadors, chofen from then- 
principal Men: Who, clothed in white Gar- 

ments, bearing Laurels in their Hands, with the 
Images each of their Country-Gods, and all the 
Crowns of Gold dedicated to their Deities, did 


Homage to Max 


and 


ed 


Way 


TY±wli Leaves, as he palled. The Army, likewife 
that had lately belieged the City, came befoie 
him with Laurels, in a Shew of Peace 
with univerfal Sincerity of He 


not 


but, necefifi 


tated 



the Pi 


prefent Fortune, with 


For 





e 






d Affeftion and pretended Honoui 
-eateft part were fecretly ftung with Indig- 
and grieved to think the Emperor they 

~ off, and thofe defied by the Se- 

were invefted with the Supreme Power. 

The firfb two Days after his Arrival at Aquileia 

were fpent by Maximus in public Sacrifices. On 

the third he convened the whole Army into the 

is deliver’d himfelf, from the 


nate 


Plain 


and th 


Roftrum eroded for that purpofe 


The great Advantages 


irifing from 


your 


His 


" me gicdi ' Speech to 

Repentance, and Reconciliation with the Ro- the A 

T r 1 1_ pvnpri- 4 


U 



you 



have already experi 


enced ; being delivered from a State of Ho 


ftilitv 


received 


Peace, and P 


CC 


LLiiiey, *- 1 r A 

of the Gods, by whom you have fworn; and 

keeping your Sacrament of Allegiance 


now 


able Myftery of the Roman Empire 
It is therefore incumbent on you, to confirm 


U 


to yourfeh 


the 


lading Enjoyment of 


44 


Bleffin^s, by preferving inviolate your 
Faith "to the %mU and their Senate 5 and to 
us the Emperors, whom the People and 


of 


on account of our noble 


44 IP \ vf-1 




ns 
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44 Births and Addons, and a long Series of 
44 Honours, by which, as by a gradual Afcent, 
44 we have arrived, at laid, to this higheft Of- 
44 fice. For the Empire is not the private Pro- 
44 party of one Man j but it is the common In- 
44 heritance of the Reman People, derived to 
44 them from their Anceftors ; and in that City 
44 has Fortune fix’d the Seat of Sovereignty. 
44 All that we have committed to us, is the Dif- 
44 penfation of Equity, and the Adminiftration 
44 of Public Affairs, in Conjundtion with you. 

44 If therefore you difeharge your Part of the 
44 Duty with Decency and juft Order, revering 
44 and honouring your Superiors; the good Ef- 
44 feels of this will be a Life of Profperity to 
44 yourfelves, abounding with every thing that 
44 is truly defirable and to all the Inhabitants 
44 of the other Provinces, through every Na~ 
44 tion, and in every City, a lading Peace and 
44 firm Obedience to their Governors. You 



44 whatever Country our Prefence is demanded. 
44 Nor let any one of you fufpedt, that the lead 
44 Remembrance fhall be kept of what has been 
44 done, either by you (for you did as you were 
44 ordered) or by the Romans , or any of the 
44 Nations, who, by reafon of Grievances, have 
44 railed Rebellions. Be there henceforth a ge- 

44 neral 
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Oblivion 


Be there 


of folid Friendlhip 


and may 


Covenants 

Faith of 
be e- 


good Affeftion, and perfcd Harmony, 

“ a£ ming *« S P «±. ■»! 

to l»gc Sums of 

Maximus continued iome ie y 


ave, 

quileia 

Rome 


and then prepares 



r 


Return to 


tt the Army, commanding 

,W c «r 

every Corps to retu fae fets 0 ut for 

try and Camp. rkl Li f e -Guards, 

Tto .IM » 


and the German Auxiliai 



thefe laft he 
ving formerly 


gain d their S°°fXch he commanded amongft 
Moderation with which he «> . he 


before he was made Empei 


Ch met him with Ger 

and^e Senate and People received 


dianCtffar , nq 

him with joyous Acclamation 

his public Entrance 
Triumph 


with 


and attended 

Pomp of a 


During the reft^of their 


private 


while 


great Happinefs 

of illuftrious Defcent 


People rejoiced 
being blels’d with Princes 


whole perfonal Merit 


ol nluitrious , Tmoerud Purple 

render’d them worthy the InrperU l P 


amidft the g 
Hearts of th< 

They heard, 1 
of the People 


eneral Gladnels 


But 


the rancorous 


Soldiei 


fwelled 


1 th Malice 

Applaufes 


u great Diflike, the 
Tliev efteemed the Nobility of 

°, f t "Sa heavy Burden. They could - 
the Emperors a heavy Sovere ig n s g. 


bear the Thoughts 


1 




The Prc- 
torians 

rife a- 
gainft 
Maximus 
and Ual- 
binus . 


them from the Senate. And what added much 
to their Uneafinefs was, that Maximus continued 
the Germans in his Service at Rome ; and always 
had them about his Perfon: For they fuppofed, 
diefe were to be their Oppofers and Puniffiers’ 
if they attempted any Treafon. They likewife 
fufpe&ed, Treachery might be defigning againft 
them; that the Germans might, perhaps, cir¬ 
cumvent them by lome Stratagem; and, havino- 
calhiered them, might ftep into their Places^ 

An Example of which they recollected in Se¬ 
vern , who had ferved the Murtherers of Per- 

timx in that manner. 

At the Celebration, therefore, of the Capilo- 
line Games, when the Minds of all were taken 
up with the Public Diverfions and Spectacles, 
the Soldiers, all on a hidden, betray’d their long 
diflembled Sentiments. Unable to contain their 

Refentments, and fired with unreafonable Wrath, 

they came in a Body to the Palace; and made 


AflauIt upon the two old Emperors: M 


I- 


happily, were not in perfect Friendfliip and 

• i i % - JL 


Iarmony 


each other; but (fuch is the 


Luft of Monarchy, and fo incommunicable 
Sovereign Sway) each endeavoured 


is 


the Authority of his Colie 


over the Power 


himfelf. 


gue, and to draw 
Balbinus thought 


felf fuperior on account of his high Birth, and 
two Confulfhips: On the other hand. Maxi 




prefumed on his 


prefid ed 


City, and acquired a great Character of Expe- 

~ " ' And both were prompted 


nence 


B u find 


to drive for foie Supremacy 


Nobility; and the 



Pat 


tD 


Number and Interdt 


was 


,eir Fa 
the R 


of 


But tnis unhappy Contention 


b 


ror ? ' /f 


vA y 


:laxrmus , 


being 


/ 


T 


inform’d 
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inform’d, that the Soldiers, whom they call 
Prat man* were coming to kill him, refolv d 


fend for 


German Auxiliar 


qu ar 


ter’d at Rome> and judged fufficient to refill 


T raitoi 


x 4 „_ But Balbinus , well knowing the good 

AffeCtion the Germans bore Maximus , fufpe&ed 

was Treachery in the Cafe, and that fomc 


Plot was hatching againlt his Lite 


He 


refufed to have them brought, fay 


they 


__f ent for to oppofe the Pretorians, but, 

tinder that Pretence, to feize upon the Empire, 
and make Maximus Sole Monarch. 

While the two Emperors were involved in 


this fatal Difference 


Soldiers ( 


mentioned) 


with one Confen 


and the 


Guards on Duty at Court giving way todhem, 
they broke into the Palace and feized the old 
Men. They firft tore off their Clothes, which 
were not very grand or pompous, as they were 


their own private Apartments 

them naked out of the Palace, abufed 
the moft fcurrilous and (ham etui 


dragged 



beat 


them, and calling them, in a contemptuous 


(coffin* Tone, fbe Emperors of the Senate 

the fame time plucking them by the Beaids and 

Eve-brows, and treating their naked Bodies with 
; ’ In this ludibnous clii- 


of Indecency 


Graceful manner they brought them through tin 
midft of the City towards the Camp, not de ign 
ina even to murther them in the Imperial Palace 

O _ « 1 • _Chnino OI*\i 


but expofing them 


public Shame, and 


protracting their Miferies, that they might 
a longer and livelier Senfe of their Suffering 


No fooner 


Germans told of what 


ffiUS 


was doin 6 , 


but they fnatch’d up 


their Arms 


and flew, withEagernefs, to fuccour the Princes 


binns mur- 


But 
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But the Pretorians, being inform’d of their Ap¬ 
proach, finifli’d their Malice, by murthering 
them both ; whom they had already difgraced 
and mangled in every Part of their Bodies, 
This done, they left the Carcafes in the Street; 


and took up Gordian Cafe 


and 


they 


not find another at hand, faluted him Emperor; 
bawling out aloud to the People; That they 
had only difpatched thofe, whom they 
felves at firft difiiked for their Soverei 


made Gordian Emperor, 
dant ol old Gordian , and whom 


tD 


;; and 

who was the Defcen- 

j Romans 


themfelves had forced into the Succeflion. And 


carrying Gordian with 


they proceded to 


the Camp, fhut themfelves in, and remained 
quiet. The Germans , upon hearing, that they 
were kill’d and thrown out, for whofe Sake they 
were advancing againft the Camp, not caring 
to enter into a vain War for Men, who were 
now no more, faced about, and retired again 
to their Quarters. 

Such was the End of thofe venerable good old 
Men; who were unworthily and impioufiy cut 
off, after having been promoted to the Imp 


Throne 


of 


illuftrious Birth 


and the better Nobility of their great Merits. 

Gordian , being about thirteen Years old, was 
declared Emperor, and invefted with the Sove¬ 
reign Power of the Romans h . 


h Zofimus , lib. i. (contrary to moft of the other Hiftori- 
ans) relates, that the two Gordians were waited for by the 
Senate after the Death of Maximine ; but that, they being 
call away and drown’d in their Palfage from Africa to 
Rome, the Senate made young Gordian's Son Emperor; 
but Maximus and Balbinus confpiring againft the Life of 
the Youth, the Plot was dete&ed, and the Authors and 
Accomplices of it punilh’d with Death. 
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the Death of Maximus and Balbinus 


Gordian* 


I v/A ..- - ' , C r\ 

Alan endeavoured to appeafe the turbulent Spirits of A. D. 240 
the People; and, if not obliterate, at lead to weaken, 

r ^ r* n 1 __U,r 4 -V.a 


Memo 


Celebration of public Sports and SpedaclesThis he did 
with fuch Afliduity, that the fird Year of his Reign was 
taken up With little elfe, than the frequent Exhibition of all 
kinds of Scenical Diverftons and Gymnailic Exercifes While 
he was thus employed, the Carthaginians raifed a Rebellion 
in favour of one Sabian, whom they declared Emperor: 
But beino* overcome by Gordian s Forces, the Rebels weie 
glad to deprecate the Punifhment they feared, and to pur- 
chafe their Pardon, by delivering up Sabian to Juftice. 
Soon after, a War broke out with the Perjians ; whicli 

occafiond Gordian to colled a numerous Army, and pre 

_ « > a ■ n /• T) i of Anf n 


Perji 


Before he let out, he 


UrtiVs kKJX - ** _ , 1 Ti jr* r 

married the Dicghter of i or, as others, Miji 

the ,,!whom he made Prefett of the Prctonans; and fol- 
lowed his Counfcls and Directions, in all Affairs of Ini- 
portance. Sapor, the then King of the Pn-fam, was m 

po He Hi on of Antiocbia, when Gordian arrived: but, after 
* . -r-v 1 • . -.a 4.1,^ \trnc n!u/av?s woritecL 


Per fix 


leveriu .. , j 1 o 

he was forced to retire. Gordian , by the good Conduct of 


fo fuccefsful, as to drive hapor 


Ills rauuri-iu'^^ > - * _ . i * u 

his own Territories, and recover all the Eaflern Cities, which 


rne r vrftun -11U.VO. vwuvn *- , . % j 

of their Emperor. But this Succels of Gordian, which de¬ 
pended fo entirely on the good and wife Admmiftration of 

X - 1 1 . nX/ t* h f* OI fl l VI fin S 


the Prefefture. 


Philip 


a 


Jul. Capitol. & Aurel. Via or. in Gordiam, & Zofimus, lib, 1. 


l> 'JuL Cap 


c Zojm , 


A a 


Philip 



o 


A. D. 244. 


T. farcus. 

A. D. 245. 

5 ever us 
Jdofiilianus, 


The two 
Philips. 


Secular 

Games, 

A. D. 249 


Dcciiis. 

A, D, 250 
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Philip was no fooncr got into Power, but he began to 
infetft the Minds of the Soldiery with Difaffe&ion to Gor¬ 
dian ; and he prevail’d fo far, by hr ft reducing the Army 
to Famine, and then laying the Fault on the Emperor’s 
want of Years and Experience, that he gothimfelf declared 
Co-Emperor with Gordian. But, not content with this, 
and well knowing the AfFeftions of the Army were much 
alienated from Gordian , whom they falfely look’d upon as 
the foie Caufe of their prefent Diftrefs; he'took the Ad¬ 
vantage of their Diffatistaclion, and work’d it up to that 
height, that fome of the Mal-contents aftaffinated Gordian 5 
and made room for Philip's Son (whofe Name too was 
Philip ) to be declared Jcint-Emperor with his Father. 

When the Senate were inform’d of Gordian's Death, they 
created an Emperor at Rome, whofe Name was Marcus. 
But he dying foon after his Eleftion, they chofe Severns 
Hojiilianas his Succeffor; who likewifed died immediately 
after his Acceffion to the Throne: So that Philip and his 
Son remained in full Pofleflion of the Imperial Dignity. 

Philip , having made a Peace with Sapor 9 returned to 
Rome ; but took care to difpatch Meflengers before him* 
to tell the Senate, that Gordian died a natural Death; and 
to acquaint them, that the Army had veiled him and his 
Son with the Imperial Purple. The Senate* tho’ they fuf* 
pe&ed he had been chief Promoter of the Murther, yet as 
their two new-made Emperors were both dead, and as they 
feared to oppofe the Soldiery, declared Philip , Augufius . 
His Stay at Rome was but Ihort; being forced to make an 
Expedition againft the Carpi, who were plundering the 
Towns, and wafting the Countries about the Danube. Af¬ 
ter a few Skirmifhes, the Barbarians fued for Peace ; which 
Philip readily granted, and returned to Rome ; where he 
celebrated the Secular Games d , 1000 Years from the build¬ 
ing of the City, himfelf and his Son being Confuls. 

Not long after, new Troubles arofe in feveral Parts of 
the Empire at once. The Oriental Provinces rebell’d in 
favour of one “Jotapian, whom they fet up for Emperor; 
And the Myjians and Pannonians did the fame for one Ma¬ 
rinas ; the News of which ftruck Philip with great Fear , 
However, the Pretenders to the Sovereignty were foon cut 
off; and Dcciiis, a Man of an illuftrious Family and great 
Merit, was fent to Pannonia , to enquire into the Caufes of 
the Rebellion, and bring the Ringleaders to condign Pu» 

Aar cl. Vi cl , in Philip,. J:il, Cop, in GW, Tertio, c Eiitrop, 
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ftilhment. The Panamians, on account of hisgreat-Vir¬ 
tues and Abilities,, and by rca on ofThen D eto 


Philip 


lip 


:„Tl“s Son maSed within ntnncrons Army againff him. 

But the Pammians, though inferior m Number to Pas/sps 

Army, yet, excelling them in Ptowcb, and commanded by 

a much oetter General, overthrew the forces ot Phl.p, 

who together with his Son, fell m the Battle. n 

Vccius being confirmed in the Empire, made his Son De- The uv» 

r ins his Collogue, and declared him a.'d. ,50. 

allv fupprefl'ed a Civil Commotion m Gain , and lhcwcd 

all the Talents of a wile and atlive Sovereign j y re 
verincr and reforming whatever the Sloth and Inability of 

vulu o ... , _Kic Pimp thR orv- 


lip 


in feveral Battles. But being, at laft, betrayed by G alius, 
to whom he had entrufted great part of his forces, having 
polled him on the Banks of the Iannis, m ordei to cut o 

bufeade of the Barbarians; where, being overpowered by 
Number, he and his Son, after a vigorous and llout Kefift- 

ance were llain, and all his Corps cut to pieces. 

Callus, being made Emperor, not only fullered the Bai- GaUuu 

barians to carry off what Plunder they thought hw but a. D. 

• r 1 .. _,rmvlv a certain Sum 01 Money. 


In his 'fime the Scy- 
Tbi-acc. To chaltile 


A. D. 252 


promifed to pay luciii, -, c r „ vnfvct i 

During his ihort inglorious Reign, 

Which Evil was accumulated with others as gnevous 
For in his Time the moll walling I'eibdice raged m the A dreadful 
F mXe that was ever known in any oi the former Ages : I’dWeace. 
And the Goths, and other barbarous Nations taking Ad- - . • -1». 
vantage of thefe Troubles and Calamities, and delpifmg the 

CJ Power ruled by fitch a ffothful nmid Sovereign 

took and plundered mod of the Cities in £„r^ under the 
Romans-, while the Perjiuns did the fame y c 
Towns But the Forces in Pannoma, commanded hy . - 
IZtmaSe a vigorous and fueccfsful Re .(lance aga,nil 
the Incurfions of the Barbarians; with one Content, 


maue JEmlllan , - -^ y„ P ; no . 

J,„h to give Gaiks Battle. But Gaiks s Ttoops ieemg 

the Enemy more numerous than themfelvcs, and deip.hng 


e Eutrop, lib, ix, 


A a 2 


the 
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d 


JE mill an 


&p:iiian. 


JE mill an wore the Imperial Purple but three Months; 
a'.D*. 253. For Valerian (who had been difpatch’d by G alius , with 

Orders to bring the Gallic and German Legions) coming a- 
gainft him, the Soldiers, judging his Abilities much infe¬ 
rior to thofe of his Competitor, cut him off, and unani- 

moully declared Valerian Emperor k 

Valerian came to the Sovereignty with the univerfal Ap- 

- > r* T« IT • . 1 A 1 *1 * 


Valerian* 


A.D. 254. probation of the whole Empire s. 


His 


borne 


ties had been fufficiently tried in the mod important Trulls; 
which he always difeharged to the Good of the Commu¬ 
nity and his own Honour. But his Reign was as unfortu¬ 
nate as the former part of his Life had been glorious, be- 
ino- nothing but a continued Scene of Commotions and 
Troubles. For under him the Greeks, who had 1 
Roman Yoke patiently fo many Ages, firfl thought of for¬ 
tifying their Towns, and attempting their Freedom. The 
Scythians and Germans made frequent Irruptions into the 
Roman Territories. The Goths, and other barbarous Na¬ 
tions on the Danube, penetrated through Illyrium into Ita¬ 
ly, depopulating the Towns and walling the Country, and 


--O 

Sapor, King of the Per-ft 


age and Havock. In 


greatly annoyed the Roman Provinces. In a word, the 
whole Empire was in the utmoll Danger, Mifery, and Con- 
fufion. Valerian had taken his Son Gallien into Partnerlhip 
in the Sovereignty ; and gave him the Command of the 
European Forces; while himfelf went into Jfia, to obviate 


'fii 


while himfelf 


Valerian 
taken Pri- 
ioner by 
Sapor . 


pofed, but very languidly, the Force of the latter. Sapor 
had fent Ambalfadors to him to defire a Conference, in or¬ 
der to bring about a Peace. To this Propofal Valerian 

Defign to 

__ j by a few 

Place appointed, he was 


Pcrfi ^ 


Guards. When 


A. D. 25 . by the Enemy, and taken Prifoner; and forced 

to fpend the Remainder of his Life in lhameful Captivity 


Per ft 


GalU aii 
unhappy 
Reign. 

A.D. 25?. 


o 


Misfortunes 


ith 


mans on the further fide of the Rhine; having committed 


the 


f Zofin: t lib, ix? 


g 1 'rebel!, Pollio in Valerian, 



AT 

the Care of the Diftmbances »—taking 

to his Generals. In the m . ? the Emperors, and 

Advantage of the Gaptwity ^ ^ Forces P into feveral 

the Abfence ol the other, different parts of the Em- 

Bodies, and made Incurfions V dvance d 

p- ° f th ^ p r^.r;fe ^ » 

. . r rhev thought 
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quite to Rome. But, 

^ « ■» 11 A 1 £ 


comiuerapie — the Country. About the lame 

fit to retire, and plunder u J , ra tred with 

time, a terrible l’cftilence bro te o ’ , 0 f thofe who 
treat Violence, carrying oft the b reate p 

**■*• *« •"SSSSSSCE «“- 


Emp't' t»"' ‘ ’» • DV « 

Delation. Upwards of ^ethou ] iju cities h. Add 

f anSSive Earthquakes, 

IS, fevcwl dtuadruL t i ie Empire at once. 


Rome 

this 


and 

For 


the Civil Wars in ^Si Thirty lenders to the Im- 

perial Dignity in the fcrettll ioviikc^ ^ of 

mention’d under the * 1 ' being made Emperor 

thefe were Women : hoi • ^ j Stop he put to 

in the Ead, t^chlrpuily 


i he thirty 

Tvrant*. 


L 1 CW nv* ~- 

Party in the 


the - w • d “ w a Woman c 

ft Awl-i of Aftairs. 

Hands, and gave feveral -J C hearing' her Son 

»d Grand on, who tad both won, ? for the Save- 


by 


herfelf 


of manly Boldnefs 


mm, anu -' 

under the Title oi 


Mot 




Wit, an excellent P-oet , b him n0 Concern, 

Sovereign. His hathm p ^ witd Shame and Sor- 

tho’ it affefted almoft e • Y roufly a ff a flinated by an Of- 
** i vh °. 7 rL!^!\ho Vccedfd him l the Empire; 


Gu Men's 
CharattcT. 


and Claudius, , who fucceded 

h 3>eif// a Pc//, in Callitno. 1 Zo f m 
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Claudius. 
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vanquifh’d the Goths, and other Scythian Nations ; wh(f 
were wafting lllyriitm, Macedonia, and other Roman Ter- 
ritories, in prodigious Numbers; but were fo harafled, 
chafed, and flaughtered by the Romans, under this Em¬ 
peror, that a total Stop was put to their Incurfions and Ra¬ 
pines. His Reign was glorious, but ftiort: For an epi¬ 
demical Diftemper raging in the Army, himfelf was feized 

by it, and carried off, before he had worn the Imperial 
Purple full two Years. 

grir.iilks His Brother Quint Ulus fucceded him; but was cut off 


O 


of his Reign. 

o 


mpleted 


/lurchan was the next that wore the Imperial Purple; a 
Prince of ftern Morals and Inflexible Severity. He, by a 
rigorous and exn.fl Difciplinc, reduced the Army to good 
Behaviour; and recovered thofe Provinces his Predccefl'ors 


had loft k . 


War 


with the Man.m :uui ; which was the Caufe of feveral Se¬ 
ditions riling againft him at Home. But having retrieved 
the Misfortune, and happily ended the War, he hallen’d to 
Rome, to chaftife the Infurgcms; which he did with the moft 

This made him rather dreaded than 


•inexorable Rigor. 

o 


beloved by his Subjects : But the Loolenefs and Corruption 
of the former Reigns had caufcd fuch Confufion and Mif- 
rule in the Empire, that nothing but a wholfom Severity 
could purge the State, and effebt a Reformation. The Ro~ 
mans therefore ufed to fay, Aurdian was a good Phyfician 
to the Commonwer. 


Me 


harfli and defperate b He enlarged the City of Rome , fur¬ 
rounding it with new and ftrong Walls; and built a moft: 
rich and magnificent Temple to the Sun, as a Monument 
of Thanks for the Help afforded him by the Syrian God 


Wars 
gned Emp 


Widow 


death, he 


Aurdian overthrew; and brought her in Triumph to Rome , 
after putting to death all her Friends, without Mercy or 
Diftindtion: Amongft whom was Longinus the famous Cri- 

f,r whofe Treatife Of the Sublime is ftill extant; becaufe 


fent him by 7 *enobia . Having made himfelf Mailer of the 
Eaft, he returned into Europe; where he fuccefsfully fup- 
preis’d feveral Seditions; and repulfed the Barbarians who 
were overrunning thofe Parts. After which, he went back 


k 


Eutrop. lib 0 ix» 


Vopifc 


jigam 
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the 


liny 


bin. When 


•our of Milieus, Kintman to ^ 
he rafed the City to the Ground; 

_ - ~ f'htlnVPn 


Men, Women 


but being un- 

Tctricus m fSpilS his own Sol- 

a bie to hear the fedtt ^ P^ bctraycd his own 

dic:; ’ U ' m/bands y Anniian was now foie Lord of all 

Arniy into-his d We ftern; which he acquired 

the Empire, both Latte labor ious Marches, and 

by many , . , Ljl and domettic Enemies. 


bloody Battles 


E Triumph,^ 

<7 ■ trims his Captives, befides great Numbei 
rf almoft all the Barbarian Nations that eve, 


l - - --r 

, A. D. 274* 


rvu oners* ui **** — 

tempted to difturb the Roman Dominions 

• ' War with the Perfans : again!! 


After this he 


d by the Treache 


°Une(ih 


one of his Notaries, betweeiu -- — 
Byzantium ". Mncfiku* had^incurred 

niihment. To proven vh.clthe N a £ ^ 

the Emperor’s Hand, wntes a L,,t o, ^ death for va . 

Perfons, whom J Names of feme of 

reateft Favourites, agatnft whom he ha 


A.D. 275. 


Caufes 


the ^ nlP nceivv(f the lead Difpieafure “and, to give a great- 
never conceived the «au u f inferts his own Name 

«’ fh^A lm carries to each of the Parties 

concern’d ; who mcenfed at the a _ 

(for they fuppofed the Li Ouoortunity, and affaf- 

larm’d at ganger, wamh danOppor J, thought 

finated Jurehan ; to prevent 

“jsssstsss rssw.- 
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Emperor to tl 
Election back 
of Difcipline 

this 


the empire, uuw, ^ 
raifed, nor Confpiracy 
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formed, 

Tacitus 


favour of any 


peror, 


^ was trea- 


Vofiji 


Eutrop. lib, ix. Zofn 
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cheroufly 
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eheroufly cut off, in the ftxth Month of his Reign, by fome 
Mal-contents in AJia ; where he was fuccefsfully oppofmp - 
the Inroads of the Scythians; who had pafs’d the Masotfs 
or Dead Lake , and penetrated through Pont us quite into 

Cili~ : ~ 


Florian. 


His Brother 


fucceded 


kill 


but was likewife 


- — ' ~ ^ J ii*u Oj ill Jd- 

vour of Probus ; who had been declared Emperor in the 

T7 ^ _ 1 _ J n • rr- ^ . r _ 


Probus, 


A 


being fettled in the Sovereignty, began immedi- 
' it l ely to exert all the Qualities of a vigorous and valiant 
Prince. He entirely routed all the Barbarous Nations, 
who were over-running the Empire; of whom he flew near 
five hundred thoufand, and drove and purfued the remain¬ 
ing few into their own Territories; where he crofted Forts, 
and held the Natives in awful Subjection. He flruck fuch 
D - - So - Terror into all the Nations round about the Roman Empire, 

that nine Kings, of different Countries, came and threw 
themfelves at his Feet; on whom he impofed a Tribute of 
I rovifons . He likewile received into the Roman Service 
fixteen thoufand Barbarians, and font them into the Armies 


in the feveral Provinces. 


of 


the Barbarians, he march’d into the EaJl; where he was 
no lefs fuccefsful again ft all his Enemies, not only foreign 

X**i *• T „n: „ T7 o • i • r~ . .y _id> $ 


ing ufurp 
him in fm 


extin g 


Ponofi 


^ W - - -- JL+ U J 

and Proculus railed a Rebellion againft him in Gaul; but 
met the fame hate with Saturnine 0 ; as did alfo the Head 
of another Sedition in Britain. In a word, he put an End 
to all his Wars, both Civil and foreign, with that happy 
Difpatch, and ib univerfally reftored and confirmed Peace 
to the Empire, that he ufed to fay, Soldiers would in a 
fhort time be a ufelefs Set of Men. After thefe great and 
wonderful Aftions in all parts of the Roman Dominions he 

f 1 iX ITT- ^1. 1 * TV A ‘ ^ t ^ ^ 


Caufe of his a Town of lihrium. 
Death, 


Mutiny 
The Caufe of 


n 


A. D. tS 3 


f ^ ^ ---liV/ 

only the Saying aoove-mentioned; but that exceffive Afti 

vity, with which he kept the Army fo inceffantly employ’d 

that he never fuffer d a Soldier to be idle. So that immo 

derate Adtion was as fatal to Probus , as the contrary Ex 

treme, of Inadtion among the Soldiery, has often been n 
ether Commanders. 


' n Elav, Vopifc, in vita ejus t 


° Icem ibid, & Eutrop * lib, ix ? 


The 
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monyAAomei and were^reacled^a^ti^Na^ns rowd 


Cartts* 


» bo " „ v e c «. chore,, Em Pr 

^’d^doSTof chc Army. —ely after 

far SS^TTvS 0 ^ Jac- 

fls „ea, and was 


*e ^r S He advanced,' through 
them fall an pu {hing hi s Fortune beyond 

53 S^rte 5 £ 

bu/by the frequent Finite of Commotion of Differ,® 

SSSS& -sr». - 

others aihrm, he died a natuia lfea^eror^ bcing kill'd 

fey Thunder, was oc af ond by at fay Fate> 

prevail d m thofeTimes TT h th „ k Dom inion 


rpife 


Ctcfcph 


dead, Numcrtan . 

• 2>S 


His Son manrnan was » ~ - r— been kft A , D 

while Coring* continued in GW. he 1 , 


S=5sS5S3h-t 


Numeriatt, fooif after his Father’s 


^. v . • ~ j • _ T': tter His Father-in-law, 

p difpJch the Youth 

^ ’ l.Ailfelf Emperor. The Confpirator, executed 


A^er 


Z f it e „ hi ld f hS°numhefd an 

judging ft advifabie to reveal Ids Death to the Army 


and not 


his 





Diocletian, 
A Q D. 285. 


Cxrltius's 

Luxury. 


Ceraufius 
made Em¬ 
peror in. 
Britain, 

A • D. 2S7. 

Maxi mi an 
made Joint 
Emperor 
with Dio- 
d$tian q 
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his dead Body Hill in the Litter, and carried it in the fame 
Order as when living. The Soldiers often enquired after 
their Sovereign’s Health; but were always anfwer’d, That 
he was alive, but that his ocular Diforder grew fo bad, that 


he 


the 


Stench of the Coarfe, at length, betray’d the Treafon; and 

the Soldiers, finding the Emperor was dead, immediately 
accufed /Iper of the Murther. 

In this Confufion they unanimoufly nominated Diocletian 
for his Succeffor; a Man of great Reputation in the Army, 
tho 1 defeended from very mean and obfeure Parentage. 
Having mounted the Tribunal, and made a Speech to die 
Soldiers, as ufual, he immediately drew his Sword, and 
ftab’d Aper in the fight of the whole Army, as the Author 
of Sumerian's Death. All this time Carinus was in Gaul, 
purfuing the beftial Pleafures of Luxury, Lull, and Cru¬ 
elty, without any Regard to the Poilure of Affairs. He 
feem’d to have rejc&ed the Charge of Government, as a 
Load too weighty for his Shoulders; and to be fo entirely 
abandoned to Vice and Indolence, as to have rendered 
himfelf infenfible of any Notions of Glory and Empire. 
But, upon hearing the News of his Father’s and Brother’s 
Deaths, and of Diocletian's Acccflion to the Sovereignty, 
lie advances immediately to meet him, with all his Powers. 

it; the lall of vvhicli was at Mar - 


O ' 

ferted by his 


Mccjii 




<7 

Maximian IJcrculius, whom 


had made Cafiar, ordered Caraufius , Commander in Chief 
of the Roman Marine in the Britijk Channel, to be put to 
death for Mal-adminiftration. Caraufius , to efcape the im¬ 
pending Punilhment, railed a Rebellion; and, veiling him¬ 
felf with the Imperial Purple, feized upon the Ifiand of 
Britain. At the fame time, new r 
' Africa , and the Oriental Nations, 
of Affairs. Diocletian takes Maxim 


roubles arofe in Egypt , 
In this turbulent State 


and, from Cafiar, makes him Augufi. 
making Conjlantius , Grandfon 


Cerfiars. In this Difpofition of the Go- 


againft 


the Pre¬ 


tender, in Egypt; whom he overcame and put to death ; 
and punilh’d the Egyptia?is , for their Rebellion, with great 
Severity. Maximian , his Collegue, had the like good 


P Eutrop, lib ix, 


S iicccff 
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Succcfs in Mjru... u h tw0 AuguJ] 

and put an End to the wai. * . fi I, 


Af 


f‘ 


Confiantius 


f f f d Sies in gZl The other; Valerius, after f«j 

thousand v ft ith vav i 0 us Succefs, was routed 

veral Battles m ^ fly for Succour to Diocletian. 

jiear Cu»b*> retrieved this Difgrace, by an 1m- 

po U rtant 0t Viaory gain’d over the Perfu.us; by which he 
* .1 i r. tVi«m Honour. 


r fl ill remain'd Mailer ui w . and Aticttu 

Catavfii AlUEtm ; who fucceded him in the made Em _ 

cheroufly T n„,o,i At- the End of three Years per or in Sr 


- y 

and AllcElut 


Government of our “recovered again to the ui,. 

Means wasi CU . State about twenty Years A, D. 294. 

whhT vonlerWtunning, join’d to a rigorous Severity f--- 
C zLfot« growing old, and unlit for Empire, both he thc E 
i ™ rpfian the Sovereignty, and retire into a rors> 

“^Life In which State DiodeHcm remained till his a. D. 297. 

SS ; but JtoSL return’d again to Reuse, as we Ihall 

"‘‘Upon the Refignatior^of Diocletian and ^ & t„f‘ 

~shs£SA ‘i-rt a:;;< 

fSt Uo EmperJrs divided the Empire between them : 

?■“ ’ LL. and all the Afiatic Dominions, by Galerws. 


Not long after, Confiantius 


- Cl 

ly and Aft 


A irnS over into Britain ; where he died at York % 

— Em- *£»*>■ 

rh.elmper" with had refign’d the 

the late Emp » i t }- ien j n Retirement in Lu - 

Imperial bovereigi y, c<f ^ r with his Powers 

1 Z, ofe P A iLntius 5 but, on his Approach to 

“f—““■ * 

Maxmtm, and was taken and put to death. 


Maximian 
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Maxim an 
comes out 
of his Re¬ 
tirement, 

A, D. 310. 


APPENDIX. 

Maximian, hearing the Progrefs of his Son’s Affairs, 
comes out of his Retirement; and endeavours to perfuade 
his old Collegue to join with him, and refume the Impe¬ 
rial Purple. But Diocletian declining the Propofal, he 
tampered with the Soldiery, in order to prevail with them 
to depofe his Son Maxcntius , and replace him on the Im¬ 
perial Throne. But being dete&ed and repulfed, he fled 
to Conjiantine , who was then in Gaul ; and, having given 
him his Daughter Faufla in Marriage, he perfuades him to 
attack Galerius in an open War ; and at the fame time to 
endeavour, by covert Meafures, to take Maxentius out of 
the way. His Defign in all this was, that while his Son 
and Son-in-law were mutually oppofing each other, he 
might watch an Opportunity of opprefling them both, and 
feizing on the Empire. But his treacherous Plot againft 

Conjiantine's Life being dilcover’d by Faujla to her Huf- 

band, he was obliged to fly to. Marj'cilles ; where he was 
taken, and put to death. 

A.T). 3tz. During the!# Tranfa&ions Galerius died, after having 

. I ^ one Licinius , his Acquaintance, as Partner in his 

j viaxiiitiiis, Power : So that the Reman Empire was now ruled by 

i\sln "ill D'.'h t A • 

four i nnces, Lonjiantine, Maxentius, Maximinc , and Lici- 
/tins. While the two latter were oppofing each other, fe- 
veral Battles were fought between the Forces of the two 


Maximize, 
and Licinius 


Maxentius former, in which Maxentius was generally worfted. But 
overthrown the laft decifivc Stroke was given at Rome, when Conftan - 

fov Lon tun- .* .„ a _ _r__. 1 ^ rx r 


tine • 


tine, with an Army of 90,000 Foot, and 8000 Horfe, 
X 0/313. engaged and overthrew Maxentius , who had no lefs than 

9 ' 170,000 Foot, and 18,000 Horfe. This great Viftory is 

differently reported by Pagan and Chrijlian Writers, to be 
portended by a miraculous Sign from Heaven. The for¬ 
mer fay, A great Flock of Owls fled through the Air, and 
fettled on the Walls of the City juft before the Battles. 
The latter will have it, that an Apparition of a Crofs was 
feen in the Sky, with this Infcription; 

IN THIS CONQUER'. 

Maxentius, having loft the greateft part of his Army, 
was endeavouring to retreat with the Remainder into the 
City; but when he was upon the Milvian Bridge, the 
Weight of the great Crouds of the flying Soldiers brake 
down the Bridge; and himfelf, with great Numbers of his 


1 Zcjinu lib, ii 


Fitfcb, de vit, Confiant, lib, i, cap. 12. 


Follow 
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He svas afterwards 
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Favourers. 
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per idl’d in the fiber. 

is Head, duck on a ™ Terror into his 
of Rome, to ftrike wcre cxeC utcd ; the 

Some his ch * f / their Garrifons demoted. 
Pretorians were all broke, a Conftantine went into 

Matters being thus fettle } ’ e fent f or a ' ld 

G««/. When he came to M:/ , him his Sifter 

concluded an Afhmty wi him before, when he 

Conftantia , whom h | Maxentius. Licinius had been 

defired his A ill fiance . g. \y ar with Maxmimmi 

for feme time engaged m a C» decid ed, by a Iharp 

his Party. The Dft** ™ \ which Licinius f M 

and bloody Battle m llly>‘ ral i ie d his disorderd 

, i i i but o -_fLVirrnr lit 


and returned 


farfu 


AJia, and died at 

lv under the Go- Covfantvtc 


of Conftantine 


Conftantine 


s Throne, 
Their En- 


3*9 


foon found 


location to qu.u^^ Rupture. 

S daily eWed, till they “ g a ToL in 

The firft Battle between ton and forced to fly 


was worfted 

Conftantine, after fett mg 


«"“*• ftKer SaZ into T/W But! 

J« dto Sy, b X *"e 


n d * • * * — 

But Licinius, 


ated G/#fa r 9 


wuum Jiv -- AfFpr a drawn - 

Conftantine* Power. ^ Empire divided, upo 

^rPSSbsaffgr 

1 Tmcrvina his Concubine ; the ctm . wcrc a „ 

infant • together with Licmtanus* . this Divitior 

¥ ZTlt :lh C/stars. Conftantine, being 7 t h« 


Weft 


eft'alo 


ians, TTr 

: are d for another War a 6 ..“» - ed fo clofe l y , that pet¬ 
ite overcame fo ^"’d^ftfnender himfelf at 

3 Ctf 

Xe implacaWeXotes. and utterHatre , etwe^ 



M- 


A P P E N D 


X. 


the zealous Frofcffors of Pagnnifnt, and thofe of Cbrifli - 
amtj. Lie mitts always favouring the former as the ella- 
blifh’d Religion of his Country, and Confianiinc moil in¬ 
clining to the latter, whatever was the Motive (for, in 
Inch a Variety of Reports, ’tis hard to find the Truth) 
A. D. 3" 5 * Conjiavtive was foon after prevail’d with to have Licimus 

ilranglcd. 
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ROMAN 


affairs 


FROM 


The Building of the City 




T O 


The Reign of Constantine the Great 




OME built, ,, 

Romulus, i ft Ring of Rome, disappear d, 

fuppofed to be murther’d by the Senate, 
nfprrpcrmittl of one Year, _ . 


Year 

of the j before 
City. I Cbriji. 

I 751 


his 


reign 


Anlnt 

Numa Pompili 
fullus Hojlilh 

hong, Albu demolilhed, . . 1 1 

rJL, having reign’d 3 a Years, a kdl d by 

4 th King, dies, after a Reign 

uLPZTJ^ Prifcus, 5* King, reign’d 
,g years, and was kill’d, ,, 

SeLius ‘Tullius, 6 "' King, after he had reign 
44 Years, was murther , 

expell’d the City, 
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Liberty, there 


of the 
City. 


before 

Ckriji, 


we re no lefs than five Confuls. For tfainim 

■ ./7 / / /7/Jiff/ r K/iima* 


being obliged 
Poplicola 


Hot 


J -JU 11J5 room * 

and Brutus being flain in the hr ft Battle a- 
gamlt Tar quin, spur ms Lucretius was his Sur- 
celioi'i but he dying foon after, 

villus was chofen in his Head. ’ 

• • 

The Lands of Tarpuit feized, and dedicated 

to Mars, under the Title of Carnes Martins, 246 roG 
1 he firft mention of Didtators -- 1 ■' * * * ' 9 

fters of the Horfe, 


Ma 


Mount 


and 


2 53 499 


of the 


Mag 


molanus, the Roman General, having been 
bamlh d, returns with an Army of the V 0 f 

€,am to deftroy the City; but is diffuaded 

S 1 urpofe, by the Prayers of his 


n 


6 0 


Mother, 
The Confular 


ceafed; and ten Men 

ftanding 


-try * 1 . 

Writing, and govern the State by them 
under the Title of Dccbthtji? 7 7 

The Confular Government is renew’d on ac 

count of the Infolence of Appius, ’ one or 
the Decemviri j who attempted to debauch 

the Daughter of nnp Vi™;™... r« 


of 


Tribunes of 
created. 


his own Hand 

with Confular 


Confuls 


5 


, m -i -uic mi. 

tary Tribunes govern for i ? Years more, 
taken _ “ J *---■■ 1 ’ ~ - 


The City was m a State of Anarchy, having 
no Supreme Governors for five Years, 
Military Tribunes refume their Power 
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49 2 


266 486 


3°3 449 


396 446 


The Confular Government ceafed; and Mili- ^^ 
tary Tribunes with Confular Power held 

tn n 1«/I i.l _ r * /r* « ^ 


3 4 7 4 °'$ 


difeontinued again, and the Mili- 32 39 ° 


388 

387 


379 373 .. 
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Military 
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Military Tribunes are entirely laid afide ; and 
Prsetors and vEdiles of State are created; 

t 

and one of the Confals chofen from the 
Plebeians, 

The War with Pyrrhus, King of Epirus , be¬ 
gun. 

Elephants firlt -feen in Italy, 

The Beginning of the firft Punic War, 

The firft Sea-fight of the Romans * 

Peace made with the Carthaginians , 


fhut, 


taken; and the Temple of J 
fack’d by Hannibal, 


The fecond Punic War. 


It a 


ly ; and beats the Romans in two Battles, 
the firft at the River Ticinus, the fecond 
near where the frebia runs into the Po , 
Hannibal gains another Vi&ory, at the Lake 


I’hrajy 


where the Conful Flaminius is 


kill’d, and his Army cut to pieces. 

He beats the Proprietor Cent emus,. 

He gives the Romans a memorable Overthrow 

at Carina, 

He advances to within three Miles of the City, 543 209 


Year 

of the 

before 

City. 

Cbriji. 
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4S8 

264 
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239 

5 11 
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533 

219 

534 
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535 

2 r 7 

535 

217 

538 

214 


New Carthage , in Spain, taken by Scip 
the Carthaginians , 

Sicily, Tarentum, and great part of Italy, re¬ 
cover’d by the Romans, 

The Carthaginians are driven from Spain , 

The Mother of the Gods brought to Rome , 
Scipio, in Alliance with Mafanijfa, beats Scy- 

Carthaginians ; 


544 208 


545 20 7 

549 203 

550 202 


Ajdrubal, and 
Hannibal returns into Aft 



tibal is overthrown by Scipio, 
End of the fecond Punic War 


1 201 

2 200 


Macedonia War 


King Philip, 

-Philip is beaten, 

Hannibal flies to King 
Antiochus, by Hannibt 
made War with the 


s 


Inftigat 


having 


55 

55 

553 i 99 
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557 *95 

558 194 


conquer’d, in Aft. 


Scip 


fur- 


named Afaticus, Brother to Scipio Aj. 

B b 


563 189 


The 



13 


had Fable. 


T!,e or Gchthm, conquer'd in 

two Hatties, 

1 lie Beginning of the fecond Macedoine War. 
Macedonia fubdued bv the Roirain 

1 he Beginning of the third Punk War 

w.W/.wrv taken and burnt by 


Year 

of rite I fccfo 


City. 


Siifi/o 



jncr.trus , 




Corinth taken and burnt. 

The War with the Slaves in Sicily 

by Seifi, jRwnms, 

Jnj, 0 „,,y conquer’d by the Conlbl Pert,, ma 

in y/jGy* t 


HI StfUly 


7 


7 


■«/ fubdued 


rr . 1-- JMS/Uty 

.(he \var witn the Allies, call’d the Social 

/> * r, 

Njtl,M afcs makes War with the JUmmo, 

1 he Beginning of the Civil Wars blown up 

oy Memo, Ciaur, and Sy/l, 1 

Marks is routed, and lies hid in the Marflies 

Ox Laurentum, 

He re-enters the City, and is made the feventh 
time c-omul, v/itii 

Sjlln, having beaten the Generals of Mithrl- 
dnfam Gnccc, goes into Afm, and obliges 

th.e rung to takefuch Terms as he thought 
f )° ini P ofc 5 after which he returns into 

Italy y 

^ by Sp CI1Cial ° f tilC SlW,nitcs > is conquer’d 

Sjlla makes himfelf Dictator; which Office he 
afterwards lays down of his own accord 
hiccmdes, lung of Bitbyaia, dies, and leaves 
tiic Roma?: People his Heir, 
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Liuullus conquers Mithridates at Cyziens 

T1 1 e W ai " W1 f dlC p GIadiat0rs UnJ cr Spartacus, 681 
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The decifive Battle at Munda, 
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he was twenty Years old, 


(Ionia, 
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The Sea-fight at Aflium, and the Beginning 
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Our Saviour born, 


Reign, 
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Year 
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33 
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69 

Nero, 
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70 
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7 l 

Vfpa fan. 

832 

86 
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82 
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849 

97 
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Trajan, 
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Antoninus Pius, 
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.923 

I 71 
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M. Antoninus alone. 

93 2 
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Corn modus, 

945 
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Pertinax, 

946 
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f ulian. 

946 
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S events. 

965 

213 

Antoninus Cara callus, 

971 
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Macrinus, 
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210 

Heliogabalus, 

975 
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Alexander, 
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Maximus and Balbhms, 991 
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Gordian, 

997 
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Marcus, 

997 
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lie End of the Reign of Seda ns Hojlilianus, 

The t av o Philips, 

The Dccii, 

Gaiks, 

JEmilian, 

Valerian the elder, 
(who was taken Prifoner, and kept in Cu- 
ilody till his Death, by Sapor, King of the 
Per bans ) 

'I he End of the Reign of Gallia:; in whofe 
Time thirty Tyrants ufurp’d the Govern- 


Year 
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Quint-Ulus y 
Aurclian, 


An Interregnum of fix Months, 
The End of the Reign of 

Flori 


urn 


Probus . 

* 

Cams , 

Nu/nerian and Carinas, 
Diocletian holds the Sovereignty alone 1 Year, 
Caraafius makes himfelf Emperor in Britain; 
and Diocletian takes Maximian Partner in 
the Empire, 

Caraafius is kill’d by AllcFins; who fuccedes 

him in the Government of Britain, 

Britain is recover’d to Diocletian and Maxi¬ 
mum, 

Diocletian and Maxi mi an refign the Imperial 
Dignity and go into Retirement; and Con- 
jlantius and Galcrius are cliofcn their Suc- 
ceflors, 

Conjlantius and Galcrius having divided the 
Empire, the former dies at Turk in Britain, 
His Son Conjlantine fuccedes him in Britain, 
Maximan returns from his Retirement to Pome , 


upon hearing his Son Max 
Emperor by the Guards, 


Conji, 


\nfiantine conquers Licinius, his Sifter’s Huf- 
band, who is afterwards murthered, and 
Conjlantine remains foie Emperor, 
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Acclamations among the Romans, - .. 
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JEmilian, A. 
JEncas, his H 
JErarium , 27 
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183. N. p. 
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N.h. 
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Alagabalus , 212. N. a. 
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Albinus, his Extraftion, 104. 

his Death, 126. 
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Appius Claudius, f. ' 3 - , 

it’s Description, 3 °^ 
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Aid at. Alitta . 2z7._N.cd. 
Ailed us, Emp. in Britain, A. 11 


ArJ\ 


N 
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Introduft. Page 20, Line 13, &c. for Cat aline read Catiline, 
--- Page 27, Line 16, for DiJJ'entions read Dijfenfions . 


Page 33, Line 6, for Peperna read Perperna. Line 32 
for lib. 29, read lib. 59. 
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Page 31, Line 2, for Secnfy read Secrecy. 

Page 76, Line 3c, read, But the? he is dead, you /hall he always* 


Line 33, dele my. 


Page 133, Line 23, after were read injlituted. 


Page 1S1, Line ult. for Pelopidas read Pelopidd. 
Page 227, Line 39, for Ajhteroh read A/hteroth. 


Append, Page io, in the Margin, for Ceraufim read Caranjtus .» 



